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LEARA Monthly Meeting

Geochron clock
Patrick Bolan, KJ7ZSU

The Firehouse Grille & Pub

2768 Stark Dr.
Willoughby Hills, OH

September 29, 6:30 p.m.

Geochron, Inc. is an American company founded
in 1965 by James Kilburg, an inventor from Lux-
embourg. It is also the name of their flagship
product, the Geochron Global Time Indicator.
The Geochron was the first world clock to display
day and night on a world map, showing the sinh
“bell curve” of light and darkness. The Geochron
employs an intricate analog clockwork mecha- The Prez Says
nism for its display, that shows the month, date, by Bryan Torok,
day of the week, hours and minutes, the areas of N8OOF
the world currently experiencing day and night,
and the meridian passage of the sun. The main
display is dominated by a world map, with time
zones prominently indicated. (Source: Wikipedia)

The August Meeting
was LEARA’s annual
Picnic Meeting at the
Kiwanis Pavilion in
Elmwood Park in In-
dependence Ohio. The
event was well attended.
As in previous years,

the picnic was catered by Mister Mike’s. Even
after years of rising prices, we have been able to
hold the cost to $20 per person. We had burgers,

.. continue on page 2
1


https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/
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Prez cont.

all-beef hot dogs, fried chicken, deluxe potato salad, baked beans,
soft drinks, and cookies for dessert. It was all you can eat, and
many folks took home some leftovers. And there was lots of great
conversation.

The September Meeting will be Tuesday, September 29,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting
starting about 7:30 p.m. The meeting will feature a special pre-
sentation via Zoom. We will have Patrick Bolan, KJ7ZSU, the
owner of Geochron, telling us all about the Geochron clock.

For those not familiar, the original Geochron of the 1960s was
an electro-mechanical world clock that used hundreds of moving
parts, gears, and a slowly scrolling map to show real-time global
time, sunrise, sunset, and seasonal sunlight patterns. They were
about three feet wide by two feet tall. They also cost what would
be about $4,500 in today’s money.

While they still make the original mechanical Geochron, the
modern version is electronic, using a flat panel display, and has
dozens of additional features, many of which would be of partic-
ular use to Ham Radio operators. Patrick will “provide a master
class using animated videos and live solar weather to show how
the ionosphere interacts with amateur radio.” Some of the other
topics he will talk about include DX, FT8, WSPR, Maximum
Usable Frequency, AMSAT Satellites, DRAP and ROTI, Lunar
Terminator, and Solar Conditions.

This sounds like it will be one heck of a great program. You do
not want to miss it. And this will be a hybrid, Zoom and in-
person meeting.

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications
for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00.

LEARA’s address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.

LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits
monetarily if you do so through the club.

Go to https://www.leara.org/files/ARRL via LEARA_Appl_Instructions.pdf and follow the in-
structions therein.

Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June)
at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter or, if situation
requires, in a virtual conference meeting online. The LEARA newsletter usually arrives near
the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may vary and often require a reservation. Those
interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are
open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating.

Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months. Meetings are open
to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. Trustees meet at one
of the Cuyahoga County Public Library branches or in a virtual conference room online.

Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for details.
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The September meeting will be at The
Firehouse Grille & Pub, 2768 Stark Dr,
Willoughby Hills, OH. We will be ordering off
the menu. https:/firehousegrilleandpub.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/08/OQur-Menu-File.pdf

Reservations: Because we will be ordering off
the menu, reservations are not strictly required
but are appreciated so we can let the restaurant
know how many places to set. Please make
your reservation either on the website, https://
leara.org/dinner-reservation/ or by calling Marv
Grossman, W8AZO, at (440) 248-0031. Come
out for the food and camaraderie.

Future Meetings: Check the minutes of the
September Trustees’ meeting elsewhere in this
newsletter for the locations of meetings through
January. Ed Rivers, W8IE, has a presentation
on Free Digital Voice on HF later this year or
early next year. November will be the annual
Holiday Meeting. Did you enjoy the White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange last year? Want to do it
again? Please let us know! If you have any sug-
gestions for meeting programs, please contact
Eric Jessen, NBAUC or me. Contact info is on
page 2 in the column to the left.

Blast From the Past: How many of you remem-
ber the days of phone books being delivered to
every house? Of there being White Pages for
residential numbers and Yellow Pages for busi-
nesses, the latter arranged by the category of the
business? And, lastly, when each of those was
about three inches thick? Back in those days,
people were paid to deliver the phone books to
each address that had alandline. In fact, I did that
job one summer about 50 years ago. We didn’t
call it a landline then because for most people
that was the only type of telephone that existed.

What prompted this trip back half a century for
me? Well, today I received the current “The Real
Yellow Pages” subtitled “The Original Search
Engine”. It was delivered in my mailbox by the
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USPS. It is all of 5/16 of an inch thick. That is
quite a change.

Until next month, talk on the radio and use
the repeaters. Check into one of the many nets
available on the LEARA repeaters. Join us for a
Saturday morning Trustees Zoom meeting. Join
us on the air, online, or in person. We really want
to see or at least hear from you, even if it is only
by radio or Zoom.

Lake E'rie Am.ateur
Radio Associatiep
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LEARA "On the Air"
Club Net Information

by Carl Gedeon, KBSVXE
The Thursday Club Net is
held 8 p.m. on our 146.760
(or 146.880 backup) MHz
(-600 kHz offset, PL 110.9)
! repeater. All nets will be
held on this repeater. Please use it and notify any
trustee of any troubles or issues.

August 2026 Check-Ins 16

ADBPOD  Ken | KEBCED  Robert | NBAUC  Eric
KBARP Arp | KEBNNC  Brian WBIE Ed
KABWOL ~ Bob | KFBBNF  Mike WBJMI Bryan

KBBVXE  Carl | KMBV Jon | WABZHN  Jim
KCBFV  Mark | N7WAM Bill

KCBMRC ~ Bob | NBAHS  Fred

Remember if you missed a net, check out the
web page for a recap of the trivia and discussion
questions.

Net Contral Schedule

03/17/26 | Carl | KBBVXE

The tentative sched- | 09/24/76 | Robert | KESCED

uled NCOs for the | 10/01/26 | Ed WBIE

next Nets are: | 10/08/26 | Eric | NBAUC

10/13/26 | Jim | WABZHN

Please check the web- 10/72/78 | Carl | KBRVXE

site for current as- {0/79/76 | Rabert | KESCED

signments. =y e e B | WBIE

I1/12/26 | Eric | NBAUC

- click ---

I1/13/26 | Jim | WABZHN

I1/26/26 | b

KBBVXE | Carl | WBIE | Ed

¢
8KMBV* Jon | WABZIN | Jim

Z | NBAUC | Eric | KEBCED | Robert

*Short time leave **Long term leave

The Spirit of 76 and 88 ~ Over 55 Years of Service to the Community

The Wednesday Night Skywarn

Practice Net
The Skywarn season runs from April thru

September. Practice nets are held Wednesday
evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the 146.76 repeater.
With a simplex net to follow on 146.475. Should
the National Weather Service issue a severe
storm warning for Cuyahoga County, a weather
net will be brought up on the 146.76 repeater.

Visit https://n8esg.org/skywarn/ for more infor-
mation and training sessions.

Information about Cleveland Weather opera-
tions can be found at https://wx8cle.org/

An On-Line Storm Spotter training video from
the NWS is available at https://www.facebook.
com/NWSCleveland/videos/858879174941020/

ARES
ARES nets and meetings are held every Tuesday

(Except the third Tuesday of the Month) at 8PM
on 145.410 (+)110.9. A simplex net will be held
afterwards. ARES meetings are in the meeting
room at the Helwig Whistle Stop 599 West
Bagley Rd. Berea, OH. at 7PM the third Tuesday
of each month. More info about ARES can be
found at www.n8esg.org/ares.

Sunshine

Our Robin Jessen KC8AWO (N8AUC Eric’s XYL)
is scheduled for a procedure on Monday Septem-
ber 21. We wish her to get back on her feet as
quick as possible.

Please contact Robert Wright (ke8ceo@leara.org)
with information.



https://leara.org/net/
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Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions

from www.arrlorg

09/27/2026 - Cleveland Hamfest

Location: Berea, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https://www.HAC.org

Learn More

10/11/2026 - Ashland Trunkfest

Location: Ashland, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Ashland Area Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://www.n8ihi.org/

Learn More

11/01/2026 - 2026 Massillon ARC Hamfest at
MAPS

Location: N. Canton, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://w8np.net

Learn More
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Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations

from www.arrlorg

10/03/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

11/07/2026 | Fairview Park OH 44126

Sponsor: NOARS K8KRG
Location: Fairview Park Library
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

11/08/2026 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS

Location: Old ElImwood Recreation Center
Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Learn More

12/05/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

01/10/2027 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS

Location: Old EImwood Recreation Center
Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Learn More

03/14/2027 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Old EImwood Recreation Center
Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Learn More


https://www.arrl.org
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.HAC.org
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
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http://w8np.net
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
https://www.arrl.org
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-191
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-191
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-118
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-118
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-192
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-192
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-193
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-193
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LEARA Picnic Meeting

Kiwanis Pavilion
August 25th 2026; Pictures: Carsten Lohrmann
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8 p.m. LEARA
September VOICE 146.76/R
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
Cleveland 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA
Hamfest LEARA VOICE 146.76/R
Meeting October
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8 p.m. LEARA ACS STRIDES
VOICE 146.76/R WALK
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8 p.m. LEARA
VOICE 146.76/R
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8 p.m. LEARA
VOICE 146.76/R
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA
LEARA VOICE 146.76/R
Meeting

Check the Event Support Group Website for more event details
>>> https://n8esg.org/calendar/ <<<
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LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION
TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, September 12, 2026

held virtually in a Zoom Video Conference
(Subject to Revision)

1. Call to Order: The president called the
meeting to order at 0920 EDT. Recognized and
thanked the Hamfest Association of Cleveland
for the use of Zoom.

2. Attendance, Trustees: Bryan Torok,
N8OOF; Eric Jessen, NSAUC; Eddie Stevens,
KDS8FTS; Ed Rivers, WS8IE; Carl Gedeon,
KB8VXE; Dave Andrzejewski, AD8G. Not Pre-
sent: Marv Grossman, W8AZO; Robert Wright,
KE8CEOQ; Jon Anhold, KM8V. Members: None.

3. July 2026 Trustee Meeting Minutes: Mo-
tion to accept, Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS. Seconded
by Dave Andrzejewski, AD8G. Motion carried
without objection.

4. Treasurer’s Report: provided by Eddie
Stevens, KD8FTS. AT&T Internet services were
canceled at both sites. Showing canceled in the
AT&T portal. One shows as the final bill. The
other will have a prorated charge in September.

Most recent charges:
Aug 5, 2026: AT&T: $71.94
Aug 21, 2026: AT&T: $72.01

Dave is working on a much cheaper cellular
alternative.

5. Membership Report: Marv Grossman,
WB8AZO; from the August meeting, current
members (paid and family) 112.

6. Venue Chair’s Report/Discussion: Eddie
Stevens, KD8FTS: via email and in person.

September 29, 2026: Fire House
October 27, 2026: Teamz
November 24, 2026: Fire House
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December, no meeting
January 26, 2027: Teamz

Note: Teamz is not available for our holiday
meeting in November.

7. Upcoming Programs: Eric Jessen, NSAUC:
The September meeting will be a presentation
about Geochron by Patrick Bolan, KJ7ZSU, the
owner of Geochron. Ed Rivers, WSIE, has a
presentation on Free Digital Voice on HF later
this year or early next year. November will be
the annual Holiday Meeting. Discussion on door
prizes, White Elephant vs. Bingo, is tabled to the
November Trustees’ meeting. Eric has nothing
further scheduled at this time.

8. Net Report: Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE: Nothing
new to report.

9. Sunshine: Robert Wright, KESCEO: Robin
Jessen, KC8AWO, to have knee surgery Septem-
ber 23, 2026.

10. Technical Committee Report: Dave An-
drzejewski, AD8G, stated that now that public
service season is over, he will get back to re-
peater maintenance and repairs. He reported the
weather radio receiver on 146.760 has a problem.
Mat Nickoson, KC8NZ]J, has offered to donate a
replacement radio. Dave will get the new voter
for 146.760 configured and installed soon. Once
those are done, he plans to get back to Case
Western Reserve and finalize the remote input.
Dave and Eddie will stay on Zoom following this
meeting to order the cellular gateway router for
the 146.880 site. (That was done.)

Regarding the 146.880 antenna and feedline re-
pair, Bryan Torok, NSOOF, reported that he had
been busy with other projects. Also, weather
and scheduling have delayed getting back up to
the site. Because the Lakewood input for 146.760
uses the same antenna and feedline as 146.880,
people on the west side may have difficulty
getting into 146.760.
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11. Nominations: Up for reelection: Eric Jessen,
N8AUC; Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS; and Jon An-
hold, KM8V. Because no new nominations were
received, there will be no election, and the
incumbents will be seated at the November
Trustees’ meeting.

12. Old Business: Microsoft Email Accounts
and Tech Soup: Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS, reported
that he submitted a request to the IRS for a new
letter verifying our current nonprofit status. The
letter must be dated within the previous 60 days
to be accepted by Microsoft. He will proceed
once the letter is received in our P.O. Box.

13. New Business: Bryan Torok, N8OOF, con-
ferred with Marv Grossman, W9AZO, regarding
the upcoming Cleveland Hamfest, September 27,
2026. Marv stated that he will attend and man
the LEARA table as usual. He will pay for the
table and add a year to his membership as reim-
bursement.

14. Adjournment: Motion by Dave Andrzejew-
ski, AD8G, and seconded by Eric Jessen, NSAUC.
Motion carried at 10:22 EDT.
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Get Ready for Jamboree on
the Air

09/17/2026 from: https://www.arrl.org/news/get-ready-for-
jamboree-on-the-air

“We’ve got scouts, we've got a special event call
sign, and we’d love as many hams as possible
— near and far — to come find us on the air”
That’s how Sal Mancuso, W6SAL, is promoting
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) 2026 on behalf of the
Silicon Valley Monterey Bay Council of Scout-
ing America (formerly Boy Scouts of America).
JOTA is an annual worldwide event, on the air
and on the internet (as JOTI), with the goal of
promoting friendship and global citizenship via
amateur radio and the internet. This year’s event
will be held from October 16-18, and now is a
good time for radio clubs and individual hams
to reach out to local scout units to set up JOTA
experiences. For Mancuso, it has meant getting
a special event call sign — K6S — and setting up
a public demonstration station on October 17 for
scouts from throughout the Silicon Valley Mon-
terey Bay Council. The council serves 10,000
youth across Monterey, San Benito, Santa Clara,
and Santa Cruz counties in California. “We’ll
have approximately seven licensed operators
of varying license classes (Technician through
Extra) on hand, running HF, VHF, and UHF
simultaneously, all signing K6S,” explains Man-
cuso. “Scouts will be hands-on at the mic and
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keyboard the whole time — this is their event,
not just something they’re watching ... We’ll be
active on HF SSB and FT8, with packet possible
as well” Planned HF SSB frequencies are 7.090,
14.290, 18.140, and 28.990 MHz, but Mancuso
noted that “We’ll also be posting our actual live
frequencies on Spotted Hams as the day goes,
since real-world band conditions may shift our
plan a bit” More information on setting up a
JOTA/JOTI operation may be found at www.
Jjotajoti.info. ARRL has resources to assist volun-
teers who are working with scouts, including
a flyer promoting Radio Communications for
Scouts (PDF) and the ARRL Radio and Wireless
Technology Patch Program. For additional ideas,
visit www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-and-scouting.

LEARA — The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
More than 55 YEARS of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 141.3 Hz tone)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone) (Offline)

Digital Only (mmdvm: Fusion, DMR, D-Star & P25)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone)

VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R- « Highland Hills
146.88/R- « Lakewood
224.90/R- « Lakewood
444.40/R+ « Macedonia
444.70/R+ « Lakewood
INTERNET: www.leara.org
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