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APRIL ONE QUESTION 
QUESTIONNAIRE: 
HOW WILL YOU 
PARTICAPTE IN THIS 
YEARS OHIO QSO PARTY? 

Out of 81 responses, 32 said “As 
a single operator” and 41 said 
“I will not be participating” 
and 8 said “With a group of 
friends”. 

I guess what we see from this is 
that there are many reasons 
folks get into Amateur Radio!  
We have many interests in the 
use of “RADIO” in our lives 
that draw us all to this hobby.  
Everyone’s reason is valid! 

 

THIS MONTH’S “ONE 
QUESTION  

QUESTIONNAIRE” AKA 
1QQ - 

GO TO THE WEBSITE 
WWW.ARRL-OHIO.ORG TO 
SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER! 

 

 YEAR OF THE CLUB: 

2026 has been 
designated by the ARRL Board of 
Directors as the Year of the Club, 
recognizing that radio clubs are 
the backbone of ARRL. The 
growth and development of 
amateur radio rely on our vibrant 
community of radio clubs. All 
ARRL Affiliated Clubs are 
invited to participate! 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-
club 

 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club


  
 
 

 

 
 
   

 
 
 

 
 
   

 

 
  

 
  

 
Ohio ARES Conference 2026 
 
Planning for the 2026 Ohio ARES Conference is currently underway. We are scheduled for Saturday November 21. This 
year we will have a new location in Ashland County at the Ashland County Sheriff’s Office Annex. Believe it or not, this 
new location is actually more centrally located for more of last year’s attendees than not. For those in the extreme 
southwest part of the state, I’ll apologize in advance for your added drive time. Ashland is approximately 1 hour north of 
Columbus.  
 

ARRL HANDBOOK GIVEAWAY 
August Handbook Winner – Greg Dersarkisian, KD8SSJ. 
Congratulations! Your handbook is on the way! There were 109 
entries last month. Get out to the Ohio Section Website and get 
yourself in the game! 
Go to the website www.arrl-ohio.org to enter. 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
 
Mat Nickoson – KC8NZJ, SEC 
kc8nzj@outlook.com 
 
 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/


I’m also in the process of getting presentations finalized for the Ohio ARES conference. At this time, I have a total of 7 
presentation slots lined up. I’ve reached out to several potential speakers but if you know of someone who has a topic 
that would benefit everyone, please let me know. Presentations will be approximately 30-45 minutes each with time in 
between for brief socializing and short breaks. 
 
As with last year, the new venue is located near lots of food options, and we will provide everyone with an hour to go out 
and grab lunch. It’s also not far from the highway so travel shouldn’t be too bad for most. 
 
For more information about the ARES conference, and to register, please visit https://n8esg.org/conference/  
As a reminder, if you are an EC, DEC, ADEC, or an AEC, please reach out to me to be added to the Groups.io group for 
ARES Leadership. If you are a general ARES member, or someone who simply wants to stay in the loop with ARES, 
please join the General Ohio ARES Groups.io by visiting groups.io/g/ARESOhio or just shoot me an email and I will get 
you added. 
 
I would be happy to hear YOUR comments about what YOU would like to see from ARES. Feel free to visit the Ohio 
ARES site https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/ and click “contact me” or utilize the contact form at www.n8esg.org and check 
out what we have going on in the Cleveland area while you are there. 
 
Mat KC8NZJ 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Section Public Information Coordinator 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ AUXC 
 
ke8fmj@gmail.com 
OHIO Section PIC and ASEC District Emergency Coordinator, 
D3 Ohio ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene 
County 
AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 
ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio      

https://n8esg.org/conference/
https://groups.io/g/ARESOhio
https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/
http://www.n8esg.org/
mailto:ke8fmj@gmail.com


 
—— 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ 
AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 
OHIO Section Public Information Coordinator, Assistant SEC 
District Emergency Coordinator, D3 Ohio ARES 
Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene County 
 
ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio™ 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 
W1AW/8 Radiogram Training Project – Ohio Section 
During the recent W1AW/8 Ohio activation for the ARRL America 250 event, hundreds of stations across the country 
contacted our operators. To build on that momentum and strengthen traffic-handling skills across Ohio, we are launching a 
project to originate Radiograms to those stations—providing real, meaningful practice material for ARES groups, clubs, 
and local traffic nets. 
This effort began after receiving an email from Phil, K9HI, and coordinating with Bret, KD8SCL. Our W1AW/8 Ohio 
Coordinator, Anthony Luscre K8ZT, supplied a complete list of stations who worked W1AW/8. Using that list, I 
developed a simple program that formats Radiograms and automatically pulls each addressee’s mailing address and email 
from QRZ.com. 
We are not including telephone numbers, as there is no reliable public source for them. However, if a message handler 
personally knows the recipient, they may add a phone number as an OP NOTE. 
How the Project Works 

• A Radiogram is generated for each station that contacted W1AW/8. 

• The Radiogram includes the addressee’s QRZ-listed address and email. 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM 
AC8NP@AC8NP.COM  
419.618.0330 
Hams Over IP #101918 
      



• Volunteers may use these messages for ARES training, club exercises, and route through NTS. 

• Originating stations must add their message number, callsign, and date sent to the preamble before injecting the 
message into the system. 

• Messages may be passed via: 

o Local and Section CW/Phone nets 

o Digital nets 

o Winlink using RRI Radiogram format 

Our goal is to see these Radiograms travel through the NTS just like any other piece of traffic—giving operators hands-on 
practice with real recipients and real message content. 
Sample Radiogram 
Below is an example of one of the formatted messages produced by the project: 
Code 
148 R AC8NP 26 STOW OH SEP 6 
HENRY T RAND JR AA2U 
5 ROCKLAND PLACE 
NYACK NY 10960 
EMAIL RRAND ATSIGN PICA DOT ARMY DOT MIL 
BT 
THANK YOU FOR ON HYPHEN 
AIR QSO WITH W1AW/8 OHIO 
DURING THE ARRL SPONSORED AMERICA 
250 OPERATION X ALL LOGS 
WILL BE UPLOADED TO ARRL 
LOTW 
BT 
ANTHONY LUSCRE K8ZT W1AW/8 OHIO COORDINATOR 
This is representative of the format and style used for all outgoing Radiograms. 
How to Participate 
If you would like to help originate or relay these Radiograms—or use them for ARES, club training, or local traffic nets—
please contact me at: 
ac8np@ac8np.com 
Whether you are an experienced traffic handler or just beginning to explore NTS, this project offers a unique opportunity to 
practice real-world message handling with genuine recipients from the W1AW/8 activation. 
Thanks to everyone who continues to support traffic handling in Ohio. Your participation keeps the NTS strong, active, 
and ready for service. 
Below is the email from Phil K9HI: 

AMERICA250 W1AW RADIOGRAM TRAFFIC 
The bane of an NTS traffic net is . . . no traffic to handle. NTS is constantly looking for ideas to create quality 
radiogram traffic to keep the system “well-lubricated.  
Phil Temples, K9HI, has proposed that “America250” WAS / W1AW coordinators in each state informally "QSL" 
stations who make contact with their respective W1AW special event stations via radiogram message. Messages 
would be sent by an active NTS participant(s) in their region and signed by the W1AW special event coordinator, 
or an ARRL volunteer leader (e.g., Section Manager, Section Emergency Coordinator, Section Traffic Manager). 
This would require no additional time or effort on the part of the coordinator other than emailing the W1AW log 
and granting permission to use his or her name in the message signature. At minimum, addressees would contain 
email addresses to facilitate delivery. No replies would be solicited. 



This type of radiogram traffic is important in keeping the NTS "well-oiled" and providing routine training for 
operators on voice, digital, and CW nets. 
For additional information, contact Phil, K9HI, at k9hi@arrl.org. 

 
Here is an AI generated training about Third-Party Messages 
 
Originating Third-Party Messages in the ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) Based on ARRL NTS Methods and 
Practices Guidelines, MPG-1 v14  
Overview 
Originating third-party traffic is one of the most important public-service functions of the National Traffic System (NTS). 
When you originate a message on behalf of someone else—your neighbor, a served agency, a family member, or a 
community partner—you become the station of origin and are responsible for ensuring the message is properly formatted, 
authorized, and ready for relay through the nationwide NTS network. 
The ARRL Methods and Practices Guidelines (MPG-1 v14) provides the formal structure for how these messages must be 
prepared, including the preamble, address, text, and signature sections.  
This article explains the correct procedures, responsibilities, and best practices for originating third-party messages 
according to MPG-1 v14. 
What Is a Third-Party Message? 
A third-party message is any radiogram originated on behalf of someone other than the operator. Examples include: 

• A neighbor asking you to send a welfare message 

• A local official requesting a status update be relayed 

• A family member wanting to send greetings during an emergency 

• A served agency providing official information for distribution 

In all cases, the operator becomes the station of origin, even though the author of the message is the third party. 
Responsibilities of the Station of Origin 
MPG-1 v14 defines several mandatory elements the originating station must supply in the preamble, including: 

• Message number 

• Precedence 

• Station of origin 

• Check (word count of text) 

• Place of origin 

• Date filed  

When originating third-party traffic, the operator must: 
1. Ensure the message is authorized 
Third-party traffic is permitted only where third-party agreements exist or where domestic rules allow it. The operator must 
confirm that the message can legally be handled. 
2. Accurately capture the author’s intent 
The message text must reflect the third party’s exact meaning. MPG-1 emphasizes clarity, brevity, and correctness in the 
text portion. 
3. Format the message according to MPG-1 
This includes: 

• Proper preamble fields 

• Correct address formatting (name, street, city, state, ZIP)  

mailto:k9hi@arrl.org


• Word-grouping rules in the text 

• Spelled-out punctuation 

• Proper signature format 

4. Maintain accountability 
The station of origin is responsible for: 

• Correct check count 

• Accurate date/time filed 

• Ensuring the message is serviceable and deliverable 

• Responding to service messages (e.g., no delivery reports) 

Constructing the Preamble for Third-Party Traffic 
MPG-1 v14 defines the preamble as the “header” of the radiogram. For third-party messages, the preamble fields are filled 
out by the operator, not the author. 
Key fields include: 

• Message Number (#) – Assigned by the originating station. 

• Precedence (PREC) – Usually Routine (R) unless otherwise required. 

• Station of Origin – Your callsign, not the third parties. 

• Check (CK) – Count of words in the text. 

• Place of Origin – The location of the third party, not the operator.  

• Date Filed – The date the operator enters the message into the system. 

This distinction—operator vs. author—is one of the most important rules in MPG-1. 
Addressing Third-Party Messages 
MPG-1 v14 provides detailed guidance on the address block: 

• Full name 

• Street address 

• City, state, ZIP 

• Telephone number (if available) 

• Email address  

The originating station must ensure the address is complete and deliverable. If the third party does not know the full 
address, the operator should assist in obtaining it. 
Writing the Text Section 
The text must follow MPG-1 rules: 

• All-caps transmission 

• No more than five words per line 

• Punctuation spelled out (X for period, QUERY for question mark, etc.) 

• No commas 

• Clear, concise language 



These rules ensure readability and uniformity across voice, CW, and digital NTS modes. 
Signature Section 
The signature identifies the third party, not the operator. It is not grouped into five-word blocks and is written in uppercase. 
 
Example: 
JOHN SMITH 
Best Practices for Originating Third-Party Traffic 
1. Interview the third party 
Ask: 

• Who is the message for? 

• What is the exact message? 

• Is there a callback number? 

• Is delivery time-sensitive? 

2. Avoid editorializing 
Do not change the meaning of the message. MPG-1 stresses accuracy and neutrality. 
3. Keep the message short 
NTS messages are designed for rapid relay. Encourage the third party to be concise. 
4. Verify the address 
A message with an incomplete address may be undeliverable. 
5. Use proper precedence 
Routine (R) is most common, but welfare, priority, or emergency may apply depending on context. 
Why Third-Party Traffic Matters 
Third-party messages are the backbone of NTS public service. They allow: 

• Families to communicate during emergencies 

• Agencies to send official information 

• Communities to maintain connectivity when normal channels fail 

MPG-1 v14 ensures these messages are handled consistently, professionally, and reliably across the entire NTS network. 
 
PSHR, SAR and Net Activity Reports 
Public Service Honor Roll, Station Activity Reports and Net Activity Reports may be sent via NTS messages, Winlink 
messages to my station. Also, there is a form on the ARRL-Ohio.org website. Form These forms need to be in by the 5th of 
each month. 
 
Virtual NTS Traffic Net 
Many Technician class amateurs miss out on fun and skills learning of traffic handling because they reside in areas of the 
country where local traffic nets on VHF repeaters don’t exist. The Virtual NTS Training Net (VNTN) seeks to address this 
problem with the creation of a Zoom-based local traffic net that can be accessed by anyone with an internet connection. 
VNTN will accept check-ins and radiogram traffic utilizing standard phonetics and pro-signs; in short, participants will 
enjoy the same experiences as those who check into conventional “RF” traffic nets.  The net will incorporate a “hands-on” 
training approach in traffic procedures, radiogram creation, and relay. 
“It is our hope that new amateurs who participate in VNTN will be motivated to join section and region nets on HF after 
upgrading to a higher license class,” says Phil Temples, K9HI, who chairs EC-FSC’s NTS Subcommittee.  
The Net meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM ET. In future, it is hoped that a west coast version will be established at around 
7 PM PT. 
The latest VNTN URL can be found at <https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/>. 
Send a Radiogram 

https://arrl-ohio.org/pshr-sar-report-form/
https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/


What’s a Radiogram? 
You’ve probably heard of amateur radio (“ham”) operators, and you might know a friend, family member, or neighbor who 
loves to build radio equipment and talk to thousands of other ham operators around the world! 
But you might not know that amateur radio operators are primed and ready to step in and provide valuable 
communications to the general public, when all else fails. Even if Internet service, power lines, and phone lines are all 
down, amateur radio still can get the message through. To be ready for this, many amateurs have joined a network called 
the National Traffic System (NTS), which is like a telegraph office over radio. NTS volunteers spend their free time 
relaying messages, called Radiograms, entirely by amateur radio, completely free of charge. This is great practice to be 
sure they can serve the public during a true emergency! 
Send a Radiogram Now — It’s Free! 
Now, there’s a way that YOU can try Amateur Radio messaging! Think of a friend or family member you’d like to contact 
by Radiogram. You can send any short message, as long as it’s not business-related, urgent or critical, or too private or 
personal. Your message will be picked up by an Amateur Radio volunteer operator and relayed across the country near its 
destination; finally, the recipient will get a local phone call from a nearby ham, or the message might even be delivered in 
person. Along the way, ham operators will be relaying your message by voice, digital, or even Morse code, and getting 
valuable practice in emergency public service. 

Go to this website to send a message today: 
https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/ 

 

 

National Traffic System 
Traffic and Message 

Handling 
For Skill, Service, and 

Fun! 
  

The ARRL got its start by organizing message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, accurately to its destination 
by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, voice, and digital. 

• Why practice traffic handling? 
• It teaches operator good skills. 
• It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages. 
• You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power. 
• You create friendships and camaraderie. 

Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more information. 
There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your Ham Radio 
experience!  

Ohio Section Nets 
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or if it is going out of Ohio you can also take it to the OSSBN.  

Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO  
 

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET 
Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day   

Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

 
OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS 

HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS 

https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/


Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC 

Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WB9LBI 

Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC 

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM 
OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS 

VHF NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET 
MANAGERS 

BRTN Monday, Thursday Saturday 9:30 
PM 

145.230 MHz PL 110.9 KD8GXL 

COTN 7:15 PM DAILY 146.970 MHz PL 123.0 KV8Z 

NWOATT Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat at 07:30 PM 147.375 MHz PL 103.5 KE8VJP 

ODMR Monday 8:30 PM TG 3139 WB8YYS 

TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri 147.015 MHz PL 110.9 WB8YYS 

TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 123.0 K8KRA 

BRTN - Burning River Traffic Net (serving the Cleveland area and all North Central Ohio) 
COTN – Central Ohio Traffic Net (serving Columbus and Central Ohio) 
NWOATT – Northwest Ohio ARES Traffic and Training Net (serving Northwest Ohio) 
ODMR – Ohio DMR Net (serving Ohio) 
TCTTN - Tri-County Traffic and Training Net (serving Northeast Ohio) 
TATN - Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net (serving Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana) 
 

Dan Rinaman AC8NP 
Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
419-618-0330 HOIP 101918 
ac8np@ac8np.com 

 
 
Obsidian Wave: Carrying Maxim’s Relay Legacy Into 2026 
 
The upcoming Obsidian Wave exercise on September 19th is more than another training day on the calendar—it’s a direct 
continuation of the relay tradition that launched amateur radio into national service over a century ago. When Hiram Percy 
Maxim first discovered in 1914 that even a 1-kilowatt spark transmitter couldn’t push a message from Hartford to 
Springfield, he turned a limitation into a breakthrough. By relaying the message through Windsor Locks, he proved that 
cooperation could overcome geography, equipment, and regulation. That moment inspired the creation of the American 
Radio Relay League and set the tone for every structured message test that followed. 
 
Obsidian Wave stands firmly in that lineage. 
Why This Exercise Matters 
Maxim’s early relay tests weren’t casual QSOs; they were disciplined drills designed to prove that amateurs could move 
traffic reliably across long distances. His 1916 transcontinental challenge pushed operators to chain their stations together 
from coast to coast. His 1920 Bureau of Standards fading tests enlisted 243 receiving stations to collect scientific data. His 

mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com


leadership in the 1921 Transatlantic Tests pushed amateur radio beyond national borders. 
Obsidian Wave embraces the same spirit of structured experimentation and operational readiness.  
 
This exercise will: 
• Strengthen our multi station coordination 
• Validate our message handling pathways across RF, voice and digital 
• Provide measurable performance data for after action review 
• Reinforce the disciplined procedures that make ARES reliable under pressure 
Just as Maxim’s early tests revealed weaknesses before they revealed successes, Obsidian Wave is designed to help us 
refine our systems, improve our workflows, and sharpen our operators. 
 
What Operators Can Expect 
Obsidian Wave will simulate real world message movement under controlled conditions. Operators will handle: 
• Structured injections 
• Time sensitive relays 
• Multi mode routing 
• Logging and verification 
• Interstate coordination 
 
This is not a contest. It’s a readiness drill—a chance to demonstrate that our local network can function as part of a larger, 
resilient communications architecture. 
A Century Old Mission, Modern Tools Maxim’s spark transmitter “Old Betsy” may be long gone, but the mission remains 
the same: Move the message. Prove the network. Strengthening the system. 
 
Obsidian Wave is our opportunity to honor that legacy while pushing our capabilities forward. With today’s blend of RF, 
voice, CW, and digital modes-based transport, we’re building on the same foundation Maxim laid—just with better tools 
and broader reach. 
ARRL NTS has always taken pride in disciplined operation, technical skill, and volunteer service. Obsidian Wave is our 
next step in that tradition. 
 
We will be using: 
Activation FSQ. 
Digital Net fldigi, flmsg, flamp. 
Winlink RMS VARA Post Office. 
 
Through the month of August there will be training opportunities via ZOOM. 
So, if any of this is of interest to you, please participate in this exercise. 
If you’d like to take part in this exercise visit and sign up to this Groups.IO https://groups.io/g/obsidian-wave/ 

 
NTS® Resources  
 
The National Traffic System® (NTS®) is a network of amateur radio operators who move information during disasters and 
other emergencies. General messages offering well-wishes also move through the NTS® to help test the system and to help 
amateur radio operators build traffic handling skills. While the NTS® is primarily set up to serve the United States and 
Canada, it is possible to move traffic internationally through the NTS® via various local, regional, area, and international 
network connections. 
  

NTS 2.0 
NTS Manual 

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OQ/index.html


NTS Methods and Practices Guidelines 
Handling Instructions 
Numbered Texts 
Form Encoding Rules for Form 
  

Sign Up to Receive The NTS Letter 
The NTS® Letter is published monthly and is free of charge to ARRL members. Subscribe: www.arrl.org/opt-in-out 
 
Dan Rinaman AC8NP 
Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
419-618-0330 HOIP 101918 
ac8np@ac8np.com 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 

 
  
  
 
 
Amateur Radio- Ideas & Resources for Working With Youth from YSU 
STEM Day Camp 
 
How did you spend your summer? I spent much of my summer preparing for and teaching a summer STEM Day Camp. 
Youngstown State University’s Williamson Innovation Park (WIP) held five weeklong summer STEM Day Camps; two 
were Wireless Camps. Frank Sole, WB8YHD and I were the instructors for these two Wireless Camps. We had 20 campers 
for the first week and 16 for the second (Advanced Wireless) week. The campers ranged in age from 8 to 14½ (students 
starting 4th through 8th grade this fall). As with any teaching with youngsters, you may never know the full results of your 

Assistant Section Manager 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT – ASM 
k8zt73@gmail.com 
      

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mw/index.html
mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com
https://ysu.edu/academics/science-technology-engineering-mathematics/professional-services/outreach-scholarships/williamson-innovation-park
https://ysu.edu/academics/science-technology-engineering-mathematics/professional-services/outreach-scholarships/stem-summer-camps


effort, but we do know that last year’s camp with 8 students resulted in 4 newly licensed hams (two students and two of 
their parents).  
 

 
 

The camps do not focus on Amateur Radio or licensing; instead, we weave Amateur Radio activities into a STEM-based 
exploration of the Electromagnetic Spectrum with emphasis on the radio portion of the EMS. We also spend time on other 
portions of the EMS (Electrical energy, Microwaves, Infrared, visible light and Ultraviolet), and we explore sound waves. 
 
Probably the best way to give you a better idea of what we did is to provide a copy of the summary letter we shared with 
the parents: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YSU WIP - Wireless Communications Camps 

 
Dear Parents 
 
I am Anthony Luscre (Amateur Radio Callsign: K8ZT). I 
was one of the two main instructors for the two Wireless Camps 
(July 20-24 & Aug 3-7) along with Frank Sole (WB8YHD). 
 
I am a retired Technology Specialist from K-12 Education (if 
you are interested in more info on my background, follow 
this link to a bio). The following pages describe what we did 
and how you can extend the camp experience beyond 
the summer (this is a little long, so apologies in 
advance). If you have additional questions or need assistance 
with any of the activities in the second half of this document, 

k8zt73@gmail.com. feel free to email me at 
I would also be happy to discuss anything via phone; just 
contact me at my email, and I can call you. 
 
What We Did 
 
It has been our pleasure to work with your child these last week(s). I am not sure how much they have told you about their 
activities, so here is a list of some of the things we did: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o4lI0x6W3MHmkBMpyMRYWM33HqWfK-YE4RyEUdxgKWc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:k8zt73@gmail.com


 
Week 1 

● We talked about the history and discovery of Radio 
● They each received a pretend Amateur Radio call sign (based on a real call sign in a foreign country, using a QSL 

card from my collection of stations worked) to use for the week 
● We explored the Electromagnetic Spectrum (EMS), including Electricity, Radio, Microwaves, Infrared, visible 

light, ultraviolet, X-rays, and Gamma Rays. 
● We learned about the wavelengths and the frequencies of each. 
● We learned about inverse proportional fractions to calculate wavelength from frequency and vice versa. 
● We explored the Radio portion of EMS. 
● We also explored the similarities of EMS Waves and Sound Waves 
● We explored the use of scientific prefixes to describe 1, 1000, one million and one billion (Hz, kHz, MHz and 

GHZ) and how Exponents of 10 are used in scientific descriptions  
● We also explored and compared the base-10 and Binary number systems and their use. 
● We used FRS (Family Radio Service) handheld radios to communicate throughout the week. We practiced directed 

communications and group communications while exploring the ground of WIP 
● We learned about communications from spoken language, writing, mailing letters and developing codes for more 

efficient communications, including the development of Morse Code. 
● We discussed inventions of Telegraphy, Telephone, Radio Telegraphy (Morse Code over Radio Waves, Voice over 

Radio and Television 
● They learned and practiced sending and decoding received Morse Code messages. 
● They learned about how radio waves can travel around the world, how the frequency of a signal can affect the 

distance that they travel and solar radiation and ionization of atmospheric layers (the science of Propagation) 
● Campers learned how to tune in radio signals using both physical radios and online tunable radio receivers 

(tiny.cc/freerx) 
● We used Amateur Radio to receive and transmit messages around the USA and the world using three different 

modes: 
○ Voice 
○ Morse Code  
○ Digital  

 
● Campers built a Morse Code Key with a sounder using clothespins, wood, wire, thumbtacks, computer buzzers and 

batteries (link: tiny.cc/cp-key) 
○ They then used these to send Morse Code practice to each other 

● We took part in an on-air Amateur radio contest using Morse Code and held our own in-class contest using our 
voices and temporary callsigns to exchange information with other campers 

● We used digital encoding to take a photo and then send it over the air using radios to both transmit and receive 
images wirelessly (SSTV- Slow Scan TV- link#1, link#2 & link#3) 

● Campers learned about AC and DC electrical sources and simple circuits. 
● We explored basic electronic components including switches, resistors, lights (both incandescent and LED), 

capacitors, electronic tubes (valves) and diodes 

http://tiny.cc/freerx
http://tiny.cc/cp-key
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/m45_NAkuXj4
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/6WHzWJ5L6gQ?feature=share
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.serhii_liamtsev.sstv_coder


● Campers learned the basics of Soldering  
○ They then built a small electronics kit using LEDs, diodes, resistors, capacitors and transistors 
○ When you apply 9 volts DC to the proper terminals, the two diodes will flash in sequence 

● We learned about direction finding with radio signals and then did a “Fox Hunt” using directional antennas to find 
hidden transmitters on WIP grounds 

 
Week 2 

● A number of activities concerned Satellites: 
○ Introduction to Satellites and Space vehicles 
○ History of commercial and Amateur Radio satellites 
○ Tracking Satellites using websites, software and/or Apps 
○ Listening to LEO (Low Earth Orbit) Amateur Radio Satellites as they passed over camp (each day) 
○ Making two-way contacts through FM LEO Satellites (each day) 
○ Designing an Amateur Radio Satellite 

● Electronic Components & Circuits 
○ Simple circuits 
○ Switches (mechanical, multi-position, relays, transistors, etc.) 
○ Resistors 
○ Capacitors 
○ Inductors (coils) & Transformers 
○ Tubes (Valves) 
○ Diodes 
○ Transitors 
○ Integrated Circuits (ICs) 

● We used TinkerCAD to experiment with electronic circuits online. Each student received an account that they can 
continue to use over the next year for free 

○ They need to sign in by going to their class and using their WIP login number 
■ Weblink and Class Code- www.tinkercad.com/joinclass/7XFPFGT6X 
■ Join with your child’s personal Student Log-in (wip1 through wip19) 

● Electronic Diagrams 
○ Pictorial 
○ Schematic 
○ Block 

● Basic Radio Functions- Block Diagram 
● Amateur Radio Repeaters 
● Metal Detectors 
● Light 

○ Visible Spectrum 
○ InfraRed (IR) 
○ UltraViolet (UV) 

https://www.tinkercad.com/joinclass/7XFPFGT6X


● History of Commercial Broadcast Radio 
○ Slideshow- tiny.cc/rrradio and video version- https://youtu.be/0HxBmQhpxFE?t=1022 
○ We took a field trip to visit the Arms Museum for “Tuning In: A Century of Broadcasting in the Mahoning 

Valley" that celebrates 100 years of WKBN.  
● Campers spent an afternoon learning about Sound from Professor Daniel Keown 

○ What are sound waves and their characteristics 
○ Creating sounds with Synthesizers & Theremins 

● Campers used the FRS radios to have “contests” (fun competitions to work as many stations as possible in a short 
time). 

 
 

http://tiny.cc/rrradio
https://youtu.be/0HxBmQhpxFE?t=1022
https://www.wkbn.com/news/local-news/youngstown-news/historical-society-exhibit-celebrates-100-years-of-wkbn/
https://www.wkbn.com/news/local-news/youngstown-news/historical-society-exhibit-celebrates-100-years-of-wkbn/
https://youtu.be/-QgTF8p-284


  



You can view many of the topics presented in the slideshow we used during the week at this link: 
tiny.cc/ysu-ra or scan the QR code  
 
 
 
 

 
We also want to thank DX Engineering in Tallmadge, Ohio for donating the hats, tool bags and chairs that your child 
received. 
 
 
What You Can Do 
 
Below are some ideas for extending your child's camp experiences and learning beyond the 
week of camp. The best way to use many of these resources is to do them yourself along with your 
child. Especially if they are interested in getting their Amateur Radio License. I met many of you on 
Friday and promised I would put the information into a document. 
 

 
1. Encourage them to try tuning in to a wide variety of commercial broadcast stations (AM & FM) using the list in 

their “Comicbook” (here is a link to an online version of their comic book for you: tiny.cc/ysu-cb) or scan this QR 
code  

 
 

2. Using Online Tunable SDR (Software Defined Radios), your child (and you!) can use any Internet-
connected device (computer, tablet or phone) to tune free Amateur Radio Receivers around the 
world. The document tiny.cc/freerx gives details on what they are, how to use them and sites to 
find them. There is also info on Radio Garden, an online site to listen to commercial broadcast 
stations around the world. 

 
3. You may want to try using portable radios like the ones we used at camp by using either of the two following 

FCC radio services for family and community communication (video on differences- link) : 
 

a. Family Radio Service (FRS) is a Public Two-Way Radio Service 
i. Unlike most types of radio transmission, it does not require an FCC license to use 

ii. It uses special low-power radios capable of short distances (up to a mile or two) 
iii. FRS is authorized 22 channels in the 462 to 467 MHz range 
iv. FRS Radios run $10 to $25 each and are cheaper in sets of two, three or more 
v. Here are some examples and links (the links are for Amazon and Radioddity, but the radios are 

available from a wide variety of vendors) 
1. Retevis H-777H (the ones we used at camp) link 
2. BAOFENG GT-18 link 
3. Radioddity FS-T3/PR-T3 link 

 
b. GMRS (General Mobile Radio Service) 

http://tiny.cc/ysu-ra
https://www.dxengineering.com/
http://tiny.cc/ysu-cb
http://tiny.cc/freerx
https://youtu.be/L8WeGAH-YW4
https://www.amazon.com/Retevis-Talkies-Rechargeable-Flashlight-Portable/dp/B0D9J97R7Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YG92MQF1YT3U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.xnf1C-Y3-FMJxEMbFEDA0fH5RYY9Y5gtJREYEvj2MnDNFroatt5PwibkG8Y6fU-zV4VwE0m5PE7hC3l1v7QxYHqS1IZCb_lgi3S-TFvXGQMxUEKLya3oql5QOQJgkVbRdv3y9Vsi2a8AeVRDhF8ejJ69_PfBfLZJu1FL1mhioBW3TKfd0roYdo0Pbcx2pXf2lVHV4QueC33j0BdzUdA5waWt6_gMwQNBsCngQyy2nEo.Ma3M9szQWzV52CL-nR7XYpwtp9_RYnYzpOVuJmu6ImM&dib_tag=se&keywords=frs%2BRetevis%2BH-777H&qid=1785005584&sprefix=frs%2Bretevis%2Bh-777h%2Caps%2C298&sr=8-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/BAOFENG-Talkies-Rechargeable-Channels-Flashlight/dp/B0CLL95FG1/ref=sr_1_3?crid=270077OIZSIL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pgsmjCcMfBslqBMyDkLyOo-MD8NYfK4mTp1f8TiyG7Fxi-QCcUHqMflO3kH3_AtuIbogFozEPCHLQzuuB4be25wjhI4fyvnAubK-ZiY2aM3zjOV7WRpCincuNxYf8cVLvaI3I8s-hTJbLmTmXOA7Nl6OL0lQyqIfoWQoibUY6rH7POw9R2ZhCaYhZ3nxa3-Ms1_U0s5wupAFvBRpTE-3cBOM8hwIxtMFxHuJGZIp6MtqFboaydx6j8tZ-2QL6fDMV5xp6GODIl5HNLTg8QSj6_JX4HVoqYPyCThIdJW3gjM.6XF5PP48CHrYaV-UWfpSGUpdgjAICUF0RlNz6jlyd08&dib_tag=se&keywords=frs%2Bsets&qid=1785005732&sprefix=fr%2Bsets%2Caps%2C225&sr=8-3&th=1
https://www.radioddity.com/products/radioddity-fs-t3-pr-t3


i. Requires FCC license (license costs $35 and is valid for 10 years), but no testing is required (FCC 
Info). License also includes entire immediate family. Higher power than FRS 

ii. Short-range communication, but usually much farther than FRS 
iii. More channels on 462 to 467MHz using FM or data apps for text messaging & sending GPS 

location information.  
iv. Repeaters may be used to greatly increase range. 
v. GMRS Radios run $20 to $50 each and are cheaper in sets of two, three or more 

vi. Here are some examples and links (the links are for Amazon and Radioddity, but the radios are 
available from a wide variety of vendors) 

1. BAOFENG UV-5X (UV-5G) GMRS- link 
2. Baofeng G11S GMRS- link 
3. Radioddity GM-30 GMRS- link 
4. Radioddity DB25-G GMRS Mobile- link 
5. Retevis RA86 GMRS Mobile- link 

 
4. Pursuing an Amateur Radio License. Although FRS & GMRS can provide local radio communication, Amateur 

Radio can provide statewide, all-of-the-USA, and all-around-the-world communications. Slideshow- What is 
Amateur Radio? 

a. An FCC licensing examination is required for each of the three levels of license (Technician, General and 
Extra) 

i. There is no age limit 
ii. The licensing fee is $35 for ten years 

iii. All of the exam questions (and answers) are available to the public 
iv. Classes (usually free or very inexpensive) are available both in person and via Zoom. I am part of a 

group (the Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio) that holds a free six-week Zoom-based Technician class 
each autumn. You can also find local groups providing licensing classes at this link.  

v. After taking a class, examinations are done by volunteer examiners and are available from most local 
radio clubs. Find exams near you with this link 

vi. Getting an Amateur Radio license is a great networking tool for youngsters. Groups such as Youth 
On The Air (YOTA). They provide  a number of opportunities for younger hams, including YOTA 
Camps and Expeditions - link 

vii. By the way, many college scholarships are available to students with Amateur Radio licenses.  
viii. LICENSING CLASSES- my local club (Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club) will be holding 

classes this fall. Sessions will be held via Zoom. The classes are free and all ages are welcome. We 
will post the starting date and full details in next few weeks. If you would like to sign up for session 
please complete this form- https://forms.gle/smGyWHgbmEmdMSPn9 or contact me via email 
k8zt73@gmail or call 330-650-1110 

 
5. Morse Code 

a. Although we practiced sending and receiving Morse Code in class, to actually learn Morse Code at the 
speed and proficiency needed for on-air Amateur Radio communication requires additional training. 

b. A number of our students were very quick learners of Morse Code, and I think learning more would be a 
very good activity for them. 

https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/general-mobile-radio-service-gmrs
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/bureau-divisions/mobility-division/general-mobile-radio-service-gmrs
https://www.amazon.com/BAOFENG-UV-5X-Talkies-3800mAh-Handheld/dp/B09S6P2J22/ref=sr_1_3?crid=33QI74WQYD2O5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sBa33mvy7WCbFZe8r__ZNQEH_nLG5PDqIrihUfOLm9ym5dXXxYIHeAnYsof3jJnoyXaRzJSlhv6gZvpfFIEQ9KtjJiW0-HFou5ueHjIrSzJNErHK14VFnub6K8I8TmGnwV-P5tBvB2yfmALKQx5DhxyXikGbJ41rZy-vnH5k39IfEfUx_-PUXxkt7iCSlKoosUWCJXtuOXaifVUst1ew4BCQRZH97qtgJn1RFAoFKPc.NX1XF-b3SVKRIOdA4P4up-y8tvTNxIxfiu9U19dVx2k&dib_tag=se&keywords=gmrs%2Bsets&qid=1785006238&sprefix=gmrs%2Bsets%2Caps%2C166&sr=8-3&th=1
https://www.radioddity.com/products/baofeng-g11s
https://www.radioddity.com/products/radioddity-gm-30
https://www.radioddity.com/products/radioddity-db25g
https://www.amazon.com/Retevis-RA86-Antenna-Repeater-Integrated/dp/B0BR59LG78/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3AJV2PFUEHNDQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aXBvSofbnPihxmPIz8hOPvqaP1ACNphQ7LDPSrbOGd-KMEwGlPLu9WrRGCJXDLmA6-AVbDtWkaktgrxlYHBJ6TIRCJIc6drkbRBTYXHPNI37GbZA9pDRJK-98wTB2xtFdPOtgwHsxzY4So3XUJ5iCcIkMTMBBTB1EBjMyB05zvCVtZHXRXQde_14Kp1AX1QfkygYTG4m7kPKsV9Unt1u7kBsQLAf4mR4vUFdKtK0uZw.zoYQTSDAsPRsOLeQbEj0XLaHZQAFztf8uqy29qY8Z5U&dib_tag=se&keywords=gmrs%2Bmobile&qid=1785006783&sprefix=gmrs%2Bmobile%2Caps%2C254&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
http://tiny.cc/what-ar
http://tiny.cc/what-ar
https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-class
https://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
https://youthontheair.org/camps/
https://forms.gle/smGyWHgbmEmdMSPn9


c. There are excellent online Zoom youth CW classes available 
i. Long Island CW Kids Program- https://longislandcwclub.org/teaching-kids-morse-code 

1. Classes are free and limited to youngsters only  
2. There are multiple classes during the week 
3. Instructors work with youngsters wanting to become proficient in Morse Code 
4. In addition, they also provide more information on Amateur Radio licensing 

 
6. Electronics 

a. We covered some basics of circuits and components, and we will be doing much more in the second camp 
(Advanced Wireless) 

b. Free Resources 
i. TinkerCAD Electronics Curriculum- link 

1. Weblink and Class Code- www.tinkercad.com/joinclass/7XFPFGT6X 
2. Join with your child’s personal Student Log-in (wip1 through wip19) 

ii. EdVon- link 
iii. Learning Circuits Interactive App- link 

 
7. Satellites 

a. You can interact with satellites in two ways, even if you do not have an Amateur 
Radio License: 

i. Visual observation- You can track and view the International Space 
Station (ISS) with the naked eye by checking localized pass 
schedules on NASA's Spot the Station tool during twilight hours.  

tiny.cc/satl provides full ii. Listening with a variety of radios. The link 
details to get started. 

 
8. Sharing Resources & Educational Materials from Camp 

a. You are welcome to share the materials and resources from camp with your child’s teachers, other families, 
etc., as all of our resources are Open Source with the exception of the ICOM “Zak & Max,” which are used 
with permission. 

 
9. Local Amateur Radio Clubs 

a. Local Amateur Radio clubs invite visitors to almost all of their meetings and activities (Licensing Classes, 
License Examinations (VE Testing), Field Day (held on the fourth weekend of June), Hamfests (Amateur 
Radio Fleamarket; there is one this upcoming weekend in Warren), Operating Events, etc.) 

b. There are members who would be happy to assist you in your family's radio pursuits  
c. You can find local clubs using this web page. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
End of Letter 

 
That’s it for this month; Next month I will provide more information on how your local club can best work with Amateur 
Radio and youth, schools, etc. 
If you'd like more details on the STEM camp activities, I would be happy to discuss them with you or your club. Just email 
me your phone number, and I will call you. 

https://longislandcwclub.org/teaching-kids-morse-code/
https://www.tinkercad.com/teachers/electronics
https://www.tinkercad.com/joinclass/7XFPFGT6X
https://theedvolution.com/online-free-basic-electronic-for-kids/
https://www.learningcircuits.co.uk/
https://www.nasa.gov/spot-the-station/
https://www.nasa.gov/spot-the-station/
http://tiny.cc/satl
https://w8vtd.com/hamfest/
https://www.arrl.org/find-a-club?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18103319438&gbraid=0AAAAAoySm98-_Pr6ssOsOPBk3cKDwftl_&gclid=Cj0KCQjw7eXTBhDBARIsAKF-w46yBbEy5-mXtKF6zAnop2qQ9Du92Ivpx19wgSmeTE8stG8LnrvZ9xUaAqy7EALw_wcB


 That’s it for this month for me; I hope to work you on the air soon! 

73, Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net) 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

  

 
 
Hey gang, 
Digital communication is the transfer of data over a point-to-point (1-to-1) or point-to-multi-point (1-to-many) 
communication channel.  Though this communication method conveys data, it is an analog transmission using 
modulation such as frequency modulation (FM).  Fundamentally to have data communication there must be data 
transmission and data reception. 
 
Digital communications is a representation of binary data (1’s and 0’s) encoded into a structure which both the 
transmitter and receiver understand.  Digital is a very broad term and takes many forms. The most fundamental digital 
mode is Morse Code (CW) where the transmitter is on, a 1, or off, a 0. 
 
In Ham Radio, we make use of many digital forms of communication.  Modes that carry voice include P25, D-STAR, 
DMR, FreeDV, and System Fusion.  These take an audio source, like someone’s voice with a microphone, and encode 
it using an audio codec for transmission.  An audio codec is a computer program or program on a chip to encode audio 
into a data stream at the transmitting end.  The receiving end uses the same or similar codec to decode or reverse the 
process turning the data stream back to usable audio we can understand. 
 
Data and text modes transmit data such as a real-time keyboard-to-keyboard chat messages or E-mail messages.  Ham 
radio text and data modes include D-STAR, MT63, MFSK, JT65, Packet/APRS, PSK31, RTTY, and System Fusion. 

Technical Coordinator 
 
Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC 
K8JTK@arrl.net   
 

mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
mailto:K8JTK@arrl.net


You’ll notice ones listed in both groups.  Modes such as D-STAR and System Fusion can 
use bandwidth to transmit full voice, full data, or both simultaneously.  Though both at the 
same time is not typically great for data transmissions as data is given a lower priority and 
voice is considered real-time. 
 
Why would someone want to use digital over voice?  Widespread ownership of 
personal computing devices has allowed radio amateurs to use them for communication 
purposes.  Being able to use an ordinary desktop computer and sound card is what made 
PSK31 popular in the early 2000’s.  This showed that an ordinary computer with moderate hardware was enough 
power for text exchanges over the airwaves.  That has been accelerated by smaller computing devices such as laptops, 
Raspberry Pi’s, smartphones, and other portable computing devices. 
 
When comparing voice communication to digital, advantages include the ability to transmit more words per minute.  
One can transmit much more text than a human could relay over voice.  It can be much more reliable meaning data can 
be transmitted over greater distances and in poorer band conditions.  Olivia is an example. It will sound like noise on 
the frequency but signals can still be decoded if another station is on the same frequency.  This is not something that 
can be done with ordinary voice transmissions because if it can’t be heard, it can’t be understood. 
 
To help overcome situations of multipath and noise, some modes use Forward Error Correction (FEC).  This method 
uses redundant data to help the receiver reconstruct lost data without the need for retransmission.  This will help with 
momentary fluctuations in a received signal.  It offers no help in situations resulting in a complete loss of signal 
(LOS).  MT63, D-STAR, and System Fusion (DN) use FEC.  System Fusion Voice Wide (VW) mode does not use 
FEC.  It is said that 25% of an MT63 signal can be lost and a perfect copy is still achieved. 
 

To overcome a complete LOS, a store and forward method is 
used.  Each block of data is acknowledged.  If the transmitting 
station doesn’t receive an acknowledgment back from the 
receiving station, it may attempt to re-transmit the data.  If no 
acknowledgments are received after multiple attempts, that 
station marks the transmission as incomplete.  The message will 
be held until successfully delivered in the future.  Winlink uses 
store and forward. 
 
In Emergency communication, short messages are well suited 
for voice.  Examples: 
 
Patient transport - romeo 5 - has arrived at 
Lakewood Hospital 
Patient 176008 status is now green 
 

Not suited for voice include lists of patients.  Names and descriptions of prescription medications. I can’t even spell 
the names of prescriptions I take.  List of supplies.  Directions to a location.  Contacts and phone numbers.  Having 
text to refer back to for directions and contacts is very useful instead of tying up the Net Control Station (NCS) for 
repeats. 
 
St. John's, prepare to copy. Tag 176003, female, 20 - 30, transport helo, red. 
 
Imagine transmitting the above message via voice 20, 30, or 50 times.  It multiplied to be about 17 minutes if I had to 
repeat the above 50 times by voice.  That is not including any phonetics, repeats, fills, breaks, or confirmation. 

Olivia 8-500 transmission 

Next Unit of Computing (NUC) device (Wikipedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Error_correction_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Store_and_forward


Using Narrow Band Emergency Messaging System on VHF/UHF (MT63-2KL) transmit time would be about 2 
minutes 28 seconds.  Winlink would be 30 seconds to 1 minute.  The receiving station would have to be setup for 
peer-to-peer or check their messages. AREDN would be a couple seconds to send a message to another user on the 
network.  Additionally, these digital modes verify reception of the transmission.  The transmitting station sends a 
checksum for the receiving station to verify the message or an acknowledgment is sent back to the transmitting station 
after reception of each block or packet. 
 
Each digital mode is a tool that has its own applications, uses, advantages, and disadvantages. 
 
Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 
Greetings ARRL Affiliated Clubs! 
We are coming to the end of the third quarter of 2026, and clubs and members still have time to be “radio active”. There are 
still six hamfests on the schedule for 2026 and I plan to attend at least half of them. I would like to meet you so, if you see 
me at one come up and say Hi and let me know you read the Ohio Section Journal. 
Has your Ohio Affiliated club completed their 2026 ARRL Annual Report or renewed their Special Service Club (SSC) 
endorsement. If you are reading this, at your next club meeting/event please bring this up and inquire if your contact person 
will take a few minutes to update the club information at http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club and renew your SSC at 
https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application. 
I have had an Ohio section cabinet member ask me why some clubs contact information was incorrect and I did not have a 
good/valid reason this is true. So, I and the ARRL would appreciate it if your club could take care of this item. It is not 
difficult, should only take less than five minutes, and if you need assistance accessing your club’s information or filling out 
the application, please let me know and I will be happy to assist. Just contact me via email listed by my name. 
Till next month, Ham It UP! 

Affiliated Clubs Coordinator 
 
Terry Windsor, KI8N 
ki8n.tw@gmail.com  
 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application
mailto:ki8n.tw@gmail.com
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Terry, KI8N 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
  
 
Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 
Assistant Ohio Section Manager for Northwest Ohio 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

Assistant Section Manager 
 
Al Andress – KD8ZBS 
KD8ZBS@gmail.com 
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Hi everyone!  
 
Well, Labor Day, the unofficial end of summer, is past. Hopefully, you all had a good weekend to cap off your summer. As 
fall approaches and the days begin getting shorter, things tend to get busier. This year is no exception. Between hamfests, 
club activities, and public-service events, there’s not much time to be idle, that’s for sure! 
 
There was an incident at the Randolph Fair this year where a semi broke loose from the sled during a pull and crashed 
through the fence at the end of the track. Thankfully, no one was injured. Kudos to the safety crew! 
 
As the weather cools a bit and my recuperation continues, I’m looking forward to more POTA excursions over the next 
few months. This coming weekend is the big one for me: the Ohio State Parks On The Air Contest (OSPOTA). My day for 
the contest will be spent roving to light up a few local parks. If you’re on the air on the 12th and hear some OSPOTA 
stations, please give us a contact. We will appreciate it! You can find the OSPOTA rules at https://ospota.org/. 
 
Last month, I mentioned that I was having trouble pulling more than a week’s worth of data from the traffic counter on the 
website. After a couple of back-and-forth emails with the traffic counter folks, all is well again. So, here’s a look at the top 
pages for the month of August: 
 
1) The website home page — arrl-ohio.org 
The home page is usually the most visited page on the site. The bounce rate suggests that folks don’t just land there and 
leave; many stick around and explore a bit while they’re there. 
 
 
 
2) Hamfests — https://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/ 
This page is almost always in the top three most visited pages. This makes me feel good because I try to be very diligent 
about keeping it up to date. 
 
3) Section Swap & Shop — https://arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/ 
The popularity of this page is really thanks to you. Big thanks to all of you who send me stuff to post here. 
 
4) Ohio Section ARES — https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/ 

John Myers, WG8X 
Wg8x.radio@gmail.com 
330-936-5021 
      

https://ospota.org/
https://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/
https://arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/
https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/
mailto:Wg8x.radio@gmail.com


This section is maintained mostly by Mat, KC8NZJ, who does a good job editing it. If you like what you see on the Ohio 
Section ARES page, please let Mat know. 
 
Other noteworthy pages include the Section Newsletter (https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-section-newsletter/), the listing of Ohio 
Amateur Radio Clubs (https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-amateur-radio-clubs/), and the Section Calendar (https://arrl-
ohio.org/section-calendar/). 
 
Some of these are on my list of things to update in the next month. So, let’s see how successful I am at managing my to-do 
list between now and October! 
 
Here are a few other numbers from August: 
2,400 page views 
1,300 sessions 
921 visitors 
785 new visitors 
Nearly 85% of August’s visitors were new visitors — 785 out of 921. So keep getting the word out about the site! 
 
Club Information: Annual Fall Checkup 
 
Here’s a replay of something I talked about last time. Please take a moment while you’re reading this issue of the Ohio 
Section Journal to look at Club Corner, specifically your club’s information. Since I pull information from there for the 
Ohio Section Calendar, it’s to your benefit to make sure your information is up to date. 
 
I’m looking forward to getting your information onto the Section Calendar soon! 
But the OSJ isn’t the only place we look when populating the Section Calendar. Feel free to send your events, classes, club 
open houses, or other activities to me at webmaster@arrl-ohio.org. Remember, the calendar is only as good as the 
information we receive! 
 
This month, we have two hamfests here in Northern Ohio. 
The Findlay Hamfest is coming up on September 13th, and the Cleveland Hamfest is on the 27th. You can find links to 
information on both of these on our Hamfest page at https://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/. 
Are you interested in finding a hamfest a bit farther away? You can search for hamfests nationwide at 
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/. 
 
Another page to look at is our Swap & Shop at https://arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/. Remember that listings are free 
and run for 30 days. ARRL membership is not required to post. 
September always seems to mark the beginning of the fall Amateur Radio season. Whether you’re heading to a hamfest, 
operating OSPOTA, helping with a public-service event, or just getting the station ready for the winter operating season, 
there’s plenty to keep us busy. 
Have fun, and I’ll see you in October! 
 
73, 
DE WG8X 
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Welcome to the September 2026 edition of DX This Month. Can you believe that there are only 115 days until Christmas?  
As this is now a monthly column, I will focus on updates from upcoming DXpeditions, results from recently finished 
DXpeditions, as well as pending contests and events. If you would like weekly updates as to what you should find on the 
bands, check out the This Week in DX program which is available every Saturday morning at 1200Z. This 10-minute 
overview is available in podcast and YouTube format. Just search for The DX Mentor. Check it out and let me know what 
you think. Also, I have found an internet radio station that is managed by hams and has hams as DJs, as well as a bi-weekly 
one hour show on DX. Check it out at www.w2phradio.com. 
 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

The following DX information comes from Bernie, W3UR, editor of the DailyDX, the WeeklyDX, and the How’s 
DX column in QST. If you would like a free 2-week trial of the DailyDX, your only source of real-time DX 
information, just drop me a note at thedxmentor@gmail.com 

We have bad news on the upcoming Tokelau Islands, ZK3 DXpedition. Tokelau is #40 on the Most Wanted list worldwide 
and #22 in Europe. Due to an administrative error, the Tokelau 2026 DXpedition will be rescheduled to November 2027.  
 

To summarize the issue: “The call sign ZK3ZL was issued, and the team 
was notified they had permission to travel to Tokelau on the November 
17th ferry. Unfortunately, their return ferry booking was missed and the 
space allocated to other passengers. With no other reasonably priced 
transportation alternative, we must reschedule the project.  
 
We know this is a big disappointment to the DX community, the team is 
equally disappointed, we’ve been working on this project for over a year. 

Everything was ready to go, equipment purchased / packed, airline tickets purchased, interim hotels booked, and travel 
schedules finalized. An allocation of equipment from DX Engineering was received and will now be stored with our 
shipment.   
 
We appreciate those DXers and clubs that made a donation to the project. If you would like your donation refunded, please 
send an email to: refund@pdxg.net, include your name and call sign. Otherwise, the money will be placed in escrow while 
we work with the island administration to reschedule the project.  

DX This Month #361 
Bill, AJ8B 
thedxmentor@gmail.com  
www.aj8b.com 
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As more information becomes available, we’ll update the website and notify the DX bulletins.  
  
73,  
Team Tokelau 2027”  
 
 
V5 – Namibia - HB9BFM, Hanspeter Baumeler, will be active in Namibia from August 26th to September 20th . He plans 
to operate V5/HB9BFM from multiple locations throughout the country.  
S9 - Sao Tome and Principe- S9R, an expedition, is October 17-31, from 
Tamarindos, grid JJ31rp. Planned is HF, various modes. The antennas 
are a spiderbeam, hexbeam, 40M vertical, 80- 10 EFHW and 6M 5-
element Yagi. Digital modes will be FT8 MSHV, multi-slot. The modes 
are CW, SSB, RTTY and FT8, 160-6M including 60. They will also get on 
the QO-100 satellite. Operation will be “split at all times.”  
  
From Mid-October to early November: JD1BQP, 
Ogasawara - JD1BQP by JP1IHD, Koutarou Watanabe, will be 
on Chichijim October 17-November 2. He will use an end-fed half-wave 
wire antenna that covers 160-10M, a six- band hexbeam for 20-
6M, plus a seven-element Yagi for 6M.   
  
CE0Z - Juan Fernandez Islands - CE3VTZ and XQ7IR, Moises and 
Felipe, are going there for 10 days or so in October. They plan 160-10M 
FT8, CW and SSB. It will be Alexander Selkirk Island, IOTA SA-101. They will be running on generators.  
 
 
VK9/X – Christmas Island - VK9XY will be a November 16–December 
4, 2026 DXpedition to Christmas Island that gives young amateur radio operators 
real-world leadership and operating experience. Led by N4ML, Max Freedman, eight 
young hams from the United States, Lithuania, Japan, and Malawi will plan, build, 
and operate the expedition themselves, with veteran DXpeditioners W6IZT,  
Gregg, and W0GJ, Glenn, serving only as advisors. In partnership with YOTA and 
supported by a Northern California DX Foundation equipment grant, VK9XY will 
also allow 30–40 additional operators worldwide to gain remote DXpedition 
experience through NexGenRiB2 stations. Donations help cover every team 
member’s travel and operating expenses so cost does not keep talented young 
operators from participating, and donors receive a personalized Certificate of 
Appreciation at vk9xy2026.com.  

T DAH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 
 
Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is trying to move 
up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best “catches” 
have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. Of course, conditions may 
change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have 
some fun!  

Let me know if you participate in this contest and how you do! 

 A major contest is coming up. The CQWW RTTY contest is the weekend of September 26th and 27th. This contest typically 
draws over 15,000 participants with over 3,600 logs submitted. If you can operate FT8, you can operate RTTY. Why 
not give it a try? 

  

Contest Start Date End Date 

All Asian DX Contest, SSB 9/5/2026 9/6/2026 

Tennessee QSOP 9/6/2026 9/7/2026 

Colorado QSOP 9/12/2026 9/13/2026 

New Jersey QSOP 9/12/2026 9/13/2026 

Texas QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

Iowa QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

Washington QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

CQ WW DX Contest, RTTY 9/26/2026 9/27/2026 

Maine QSOP 9/26/2026 9/27/2026 

Oceania DX Contest, Phone 10/3/2026 10/4/2026 

California QSOP 10/3/2026 10/4/2026 

 
 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 

 
 



Nevada QSOP 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

Arizona QSOP 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

Oceania DX Contest, CW 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

Pennsylvania QSOP 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

Nevada QSOP 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

South Dakota QSOP 10/10/2026 10/11/2026 

New York QSOP 10/17/2026 10/18/2026 

Illinois QSOP 10/18/2026 10/19/2026 

CQ WW DX Contest, SSB 10/24/2026 10/25/2026 

  Until next month, this is Bill, AJ8B saying 73 and thanks to my XYL Karen for her love and support. I Hope to 
hear you in the pileups! Have a great DX month! 

 

  

 
 
DX BULLENTIN 
 
SB DX ARL ARLD035 
ARLD035 DX news 
  
This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, Contest 
Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all. 
  
3W, VIET NAM. SP5APW will be QRV as 3W9C from Hon Son Island, IOTA AS-128, from September 4 to 12. Activity 
will be 6 meters on various modes. 
  
9N, NEPAL. Suvarna, VU3OPT will be QRV as 9N/OM0GA through September 19. Activity is on 10 to 40 meters using 
CW. 
  
F, FRANCE. Francois, F8DVD will be QRV as F8DVD/p from the Pays de la Loire Region group, IOTA EU-064, 
through September 10. Activity will be on HF using various modes. 
  
HK0, SAN ANDRES AND PROVIDENCIA. Renato, PY8WW will be QRV as HK0/PY8WW from San Andres Island, 
IOTA NA-033, through September 7. Activity will be holiday style on 6 to 20 meters using various modes. 
  



HP, PANAMA. Rikk, WE9G will be QRV as HP/WE9G through September 9. Activity is on HF bands using SSB, CW, 
and digital. 
  
JA, JAPAN. JA4GXS and JN4JXL will be QRV as JA4GXS/4 and JN4JXL/4 from the Honshu Coastal Islands West 
group, IOTA AS-117, on September 5. Activity is on HF bands using CW, SSB, and digital. 
  
K, UNITED STATES. The K1C team will be QRV from Cross Island, Maine, IOTA NA-055 and POTA US-0338 
ATNO, on September 5 from 1000 to 2300z. Activity will be on the HF bands using CW, SSB, and digital. 
  
KH8, AMERICAN SAMOA. Ed, KU4HO will be QRV as KH8/KU4HO from Pago Pago through September 14. 
Activity will be holiday style on 20 meters using SSB, CW, and digital. 
  
R1/F, FRANZ JOSEF LAND. RI1FJL continues to be QRV from Heiss Island, IOTA EU-019. In addition, RI1FJZ will 
be QRV from Alexandra Land, IOTA EU-019, beginning September 9. Activity is planned on the HF bands, with RI1FJZ 
active via QO-100. 
  
T8, PALAU. Nobu, JA0JHQ will be QRV as T88PB from Koror Island, IOTA OC-009, from September 4 to 7. Activity 
will be SSB during the All Asian DX Contest. 
  
T32, EAST KIRIBATI. Ken, KH6QJ is QRV as T32AZ from Kiritimati Island, IOTA OC-024. Activity is on the HF 
bands using SSB. 
  
VK9W, WILLIS ISLAND. Sands, VK4WXW is QRV as VK9WX from Willis Island Australian Bureau of Meteorology 
station through late October. Activity is on HF bands using various modes. 
  
Z6, KOSOVO. Giovanni, IZ2DPX and Angelo, IZ1CTE will be QRV as Z68PX and Z68BR, respectively, from Grashtice 
from September 4 to 11. Activity is on 40 to 6 meters using SSB, FT8/4, with Z68PX also active on 60 meters. 
  
THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO. NCCC FT4 Sprint, Weekly RTTY Test, NCCC Sprint Ladder, K1USN Slow Speed 
Test, ARRL EME Contest, All Asian DX Contest Phone, CWOps CW Open, Wake-Up! QRP Sprint, SARL VHF/UHF 
FM Contest, SARL Field Day Contest, Russian RTTY WW Contest, CWOps CW Open, IARU Region 1 Field Day SSB, 
RSGB SSB Field Day, AGCW Straight Key Party, IARU Region 1 145 MHz Contest, PODXS 070 Club Jay Hudak 
Memorial 80m Sprint, CWOps CW Open, WAB 144 MHz Phone, and Tennessee QSO Party are all scheduled for this 
weekend. 
  
K1USN Slow Speed Test, ICWC Medium Speed Test, OK1WC Memorial (MWC), RSGB 80m Autumn Series SSB, 
ICWC Medium Speed Test, MI QRP Labor Day CW Sprint, ARS Spartan Sprint, Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest, 



ICWC Medium Speed Test, DARC CW-Training Contest, Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest, Phone Weekly Test, A1Club 
AWT, CWops Test (CWT), VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest, Mini-Test 40, Mini-Test 80, and CWops Test (CWT) are on 
tap for September 7 to September 9. 
  
Please see September QST, page 92, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details. 
  
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
VE Sessions 
 
The following information is for ALL exam sessions: 

It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before taking any exam. 
Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a valid photo ID and $15.00 - 
Cash preferred.  

Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will apply to 
new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License upgrades will not 
have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam sessions. 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Session for 2026: February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 2026,  December 
10, 2026 

Sponsor: DeForest Amateur Radio Club 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541 

Club Corner 
This is YOUR corner of the newsletter. Send us what your club is 
doing, and we’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or 
club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to 
us!. Need help with a project? Send it to us.  
Let us know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a 
special guest at your meeting or are you having a special 
anniversary?  
Send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org    

mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org


Email: K8WEH@arrl.net 

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location: Adams County EMA Office, 33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

Alliance Amateur Radio Club 

T The Alliance Amateur Radio Club holds quarterly VE testing, at the Christ United Methodist Church in Alliance.  The 
final 2026 session is on Sept 26, 2026, at the Christ United Methodist Church (470 E. Broadway St, Alliance, OH) 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA). Registration begins at 8 AM, and testing at 9am. More information can be 
found att www.w8lky.org/licensing/veexams/. 
 
Note: The venue is handicapped accessible with advanced notice. Please contact us at info@w8lky.org for more 
information 
 

All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) hosts testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month in 
Lancaster.  Our testing sessions use Examtools, a digital testing platform, and administers the exams on tablets. Simply 
sign up for a free account at https://hamstudy.org/register and then search for our session and register through the 
Hamstudy website. Reach out with any questions to Jarrod – KE8MBL at hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun. 

CARS 
VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski Parkway in 
Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd month. Go to 
CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for details  
 
Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                                          What:CLARA 
sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  
When: On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM  Dec 13th, 2025.  
Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  45503   This is 
US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left driving straight onto Ogden 
Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the door with the "Employees Only" sign. 
   
For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com 
 
The Central Ohio Radio Club (CORC)  
Administers ARRL-VEC testing in the Central Ohio area. 
Our test dates for 2026 are as follows: January 17, April 18, July 18, and October 17. 
Time and location for these dates is 10:00am at the Westerville Fire Station #111, 400 W. Main 
St in Westerville, Ohio.  
Pre-Registration is required, and open the 1st of each testing month. All information is available 
at www.ae8fp.net 
 
Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club VE Testing 
Exam sessions are held on monthly. For a complete list of upcoming sessions, locations and registration, visit https://cfarc-
edu.org/registration.  
 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 
 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If you have 
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questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 
 
DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Sessions for 2026: 

February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 2026,  December 10, 2026 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541  Email: K8WEH@arrl.net   VEC: 
LAUREL VEC 

Location:  Adams County EMA Office  33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 
The Findlay Radio Club  
The Findlay Radio Club sponsors an Exam Session the second Saturday of 
every month except September when we have our Hamfest. The Exam Session takes place at the Findlay Radio Club, 1333 
West Sandusky St., Findlay Ohio  45839. The session begins at 9 AM. Pre-registration is recommended, but not required. 
You can pre-register at hamstudy.org. We can also give Exams remotely on-line on your schedule if you can't make to a 
session. 
 
The club has meetings on the first and third Thursdays at the clubhouse at 7:30 PM. The meetings are also available on 
Zoom. Contact N8ET if you would like to log in. All are welcome. 
We also meet at the club on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5 (or later!) to talk about anything Ham Radio. The sessions are 
geared toward new Hams. Everyone brings their questions and equipment they would like to show off or learn how to use. 
This Sunday we are going to install and learn to use Flgigi, Flmsg, and Flamp. In past sessions we have built antennas, 
fired up new rigs, and generally had a good time! 
 
Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)   
Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are always 
welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam. 
Watch for 2026 dates.  
 
Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 12518 
Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital and just east of the 
Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 322 and State Route 87 on 
Merritt Road. 
   
Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take your test. 
Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking the General or Extra 
exam. 
Additional info may be obtained from Jackie Welch, N8JMW by email  n8jmw2@gmail.ccom  or calling at 440-228-2716.  
More information is available from the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  https://geaugaara.org  
 
Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club 
Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. Feb, Apr, 
Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  ab8yk@hotmail.com  
 
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding Amateur Radio license exams Watch for 2026 dates.  
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This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second month, 
etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 306 (Chillicothe 
Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. The tests will start at 12 noon.  Please arrive a few 
minutes earlier. 
To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete one ahead 
of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 605” and clicking on 
the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN (FCC Registration Number). Social 
Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and don’t have a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow 
the fcc.gov link. 
 
If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam itself is 
$15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with your picture is also 
necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or 
scottfarnham@roadrunner.com 
 
 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC will e-mail 
successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 days of the e-mail. This 
charge does not apply to upgrades. 
 
The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                               
The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) hosts exam sessions on the first Saturday each month 
at 10:00 am in Lancaster Ohio at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr., Lancaster Ohio. 
To register for an exam, Click Here. 
Questions: Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org. 
 

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association        

All VE sessions for 2026 will be on the 2nd Saturday of each month except for July. No testing in July. Check in (with 
FRN) at 1:00PM and testing at 1:30 PM. 
We are located at the Columbiana County EMA, 215 south Market St., Lisbon, OH. 

Contact Don Kemp, NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com. 

No phone calls. 
We can usually have a VE session at our monthly meetings each month. We are currently meeting on the 2nd Tuesday 
(except for June, we have a Nuke drill that day) at 6:30 PM at the Columbiana County EMA. The meeting day may change 
so email for details. 

Madison County                                                                                                                        

The Madison County Amateur Radio Club Laurel testing group offers testing on the first 
Thursday of January, March, May, July 10, September and November. Tests are held at 7:00PM 
at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St. London, OH. There is no Fee for testing. 
Pre-Registration is not required but preferred. Walk-ins are welcome. You are required to have 
proper ID, an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more 
information or to get pre-registered send email to exams@mcarcoh.org. 
 
The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC)  
No charge VE exams are normally given the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.Miami Township Civic Center 6101 
Meijer Drive, Milford, OH 45150The facility is handicapped accessible.  Map and further details are on our website.Pre-
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registration is required:   https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams 
 

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                           

Six VE testing sessions in 2025.  Registration is appreciated but walk-ins are welcome.  Contact Elaine, KC8FOS for more 
information or to register.  ewilkinson1951@gmail.com or 216-337- 
4235. 

Saturday Jan 3, Saturday  March 7, Saturday May 2, Saturday September 5, and Saturday  November 7. 
Sessions are held at the Fairview Park Library, 21255 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 44126. 
 
Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 
The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the PCARS 
web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org . 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me (Jim Wilson – AC8NT) at jawilson@j3solutions.com  
 
Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX  
VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 420 N 
Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, exams begin at 
0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For 
more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET. 
 
 
Silvercreek ARA (SARA) 
Holds six exam sessions per year for all license classes. Pre-registration requested but not required.  
Watch for 2026 dates. 
All sessions begin at 10:00am. For directions and test information visit https://w8wky.org/license-exams/. Pre-Registration 
to expedite paperwork is requested, but not required at https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/. Sign up and if you 
aren't ready or can't make it, just notify the VE team lead. 
 
West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 10:00 AM-
Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, Ohio 45069. For more information 
and links to register, please see our website at https://wc8voa.org/licensing/  
 

 
Your Club news should be listed here! 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and we’ll get 
your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG 
 
 

Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
http://www.portcars.org/
mailto:jawilson@j3solutions.com
http://www.w8zx.net/exam
mailto:VETEAM@N8BAG.NET
https://w8wky.org/license-exams/
https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/
https://wc8voa.org/licensing/
mailto:KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
http://www.arrl.org/sections
http://www.arrl.org/class
http://www.arrl.org/exam


Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Four hamfests occurred in the South 40 Region in August. I was able to attend two of them and as usual found 
both enjoyable and great places to chat with new and old friends, see equipment and bring back memories about 
rigs I dreamed about having. I missed the Columbus one for the first time in many years, but understand it was 
well attended and had a number of vendors. The first non-Ohio hamfest I ever attended was in Huntington, WV 
many decades ago when it was held at the local amusement park. Based on reports this year’s event was a good 
one as from what I understand their flea market spaces sold quickly and there was a waiting list for any 
cancellations.  

It is sponsored by the Tri-State ARA. I was a part of the VE team at the Cincinnati Hamfest. We 
administered several test elements and had several walk alway with either a new license or a CSCE. It was really 
well attended and although I was not able to venture into the outside flea market, it appeared well filled. The FTM 
510DRASP was won by Hazel Everetts, N8PTL from Fairborn. The new facility used by the Portsmouth RC 
for their hamfest was amazing in its size. Needless to say, the increased size of its parking lot was a welcome 
edition just by itself. It’s always interesting to attend this one just to chat with amateurs from the reaches of 
Eastern Kentucky and West Virginia as well as throughout South Central and Southeastern Ohio . My hat is tipped 
to the Aladdin Audio Unit, the Milford ARA, the Tri-State ARA and the Portsmouth RC for 
sponsoring their events as a service to the amateur radio community. 

If life got in the way of allowing you to attend one of these past hamfests, you still have a few opportunities to 
attend one in the South 40 Region yet this fall. One September 5 the Athens County ARC will hold a 
Trunkfest at the Athens Masonic Building. It is a free event and starts at 8 AM. Then just down route 50 the 
Buffalo Ham Radio group will hold their annual swap meet in conjunction with the Leavitt Funeral Home 

Ohio’s 
 
 
      

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
mailto:clubs@arrl.org


Car Show starting at 10 AM on September 19 and continuing until 2. All of this takes place at 801 Victor Street in 
Belpre. Admission, flea market setup and even the food and drink is totally free. There will even be live 
entertainment. The Grant RC asks for folks to mark their calendars and reserve Saturday, November 7 for their 
hamfest in Georgetown. They have just announced the Highland ARA’s VE team will be giving tests at the 
event. Sad to say the Vinton County ARC will not hold a hamfest this year. 

As I said last month, it always amazes me how many amateurs have never attended a hamfest-NOT ONE! So 
should you be one of those members, how do you know you won’t like it? Plus it’s always more enjoyable to cut 
your teeth with someone who has attended some in the past. So grab one of your radio friends and put in an 
appearance. Please remember, many clubs who sponsor hamfest type events count on that income to provide club 
services throughout the year-repeater upkeep, electricity, insurance and refreshments at meetings to mention a few. 
 
Today’s (9-2) look at the www.ospota.org website shows potential Ohio State Parks on the Air activations of 42 of 
Ohio’s 76 state parks. But history shows more park activations will be added as we get closer to the event date 
and rovers finalize their routes. The fun begins on Saturday, September 12 at 10 AM and continues until 6 PM. 
The objective is to work as many of the portable or mobile stations operating from the 76 Ohio State Parks as 
possible. This is not a POTA event; however contacting an Ohio Park can count for POTA awards. Stations 
operating from an Ohio Park can give out their POTA park number for credit. 

 
Early August saw the observation of the invention of the King Midget 
automobile in Athens 80 years ago. In honor of that event the Athens 
County ARA activated special event station K8M during the event. Nine 
operators made 414 contacts during the special event. The car originally 
was designed along the lines of a midget racer and sold as a kit for $270. It 
had the honor of being the smallest street legal auto made in the US and was 
manufactured in Athens until the company filed bankruptcy in 1969. At 
that time it was the 6th largest auto manufacturer in the United States. 

 

Due to my attendance at the Portsmouth RC’s hamfest I was unable to participate in this year’s Ohio QSO 
Party to the extent I would have liked. However I decided a couple hours putting Highland County on the air 
would be better than none. And so it was. The “thank you for a new one” was worth the effort. A quick look at 
the OQP website shows a reasonable amount of participation based on the number of logs received. It will be 
interesting to see if all 88 counties show activity. A special thanks to those operators who worked portable and 
those who put the miles on their vehicles making sure a “rare one” got into logs. 

The recent bout of severe weather passing through our South 40 Region played havoc within the amateur radio 
community. Although many antennas came down throughout the region, what might be the most unfortunate 
thing to happen was the report of the Lancaster Fairfield County ARC’s 146.70 machine taking a 
lightning strike. During the repeater’s return to the factory, it’s suggested the 147.03 machine be used. It was not 
only ham antennas and equipment getting damaged, but it was told that a broadcast radio station in the region 
went off the air when the tower supporting its studio/transmitter link was toppled. 
 
Speaking of the weather throughout our region this summer, a SkyWarn reporting program developed by the 
Clinton County ARA was featured on KC5HWB’s Ham Radio 2.0 on August 30. The video was very 
interesting and freatured Mark Atwell, WX8A, as the CCARA spokesman. It can be viewed at 
youtube.com/live/llcKbEJGXhg. It’s well worth the hour plus view. 

http://www.ospota.org/


Several of the region’s clubs will hold breakfast/coffee gatherings on Saturday, September 12. The morning starts 
with the Bainbridge Area Hams gathering at 8:00 AM at the Dutch Kitchen Restaurant, SR 41 South, 
Bainbridge (Ross County). Also beginning at 8, the All Things ARA will chow down at the Scramblers, 1377 
Ety Lane in Lancaster. Then at 10 AM the Highland ARA will gather at Hillsboro’s Liberty Park Harmony 
Lake shelter house prior to heading to Rocky Fork to participate in the Ohio State Parks on the Air. The OH-
KY-IN ARS will hold their Brunch Bunch gather beginning at 1 PM at the Price Hill Chili, 4920 Glenway, 
Cincinnati. 

The Athens County ARA is well-known for involvement in various types of foot racing events throughout 
Southeastern Ohio. September 26 marks the start of their fall season with the Race for the Blue Blazes. Then in 
October it gets busier with the October 17 Race to the Hills and the Bailey’s Dirt Fondo on the 24th. November 7 
finds them assisting with the annual Athens Bobcat Marathon. If you would like to learn more about how your 
amateur radio experience can add to the safety of these events, contact Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, as they can always 
use more help along the race courses. 

In observation of our nation’s 250th birthday, the Clark County ARA operated a special event station on 
September 5. They operated W8OG from a Snyder Park shelter house on several HF bands. They invited the 
public to attend and used the event as a way to get contact information about those interested in amateur radio. 
That information will be used to promote their upcoming fall license class which will be held at the Enon Branch 
of the Clark County Library. On September 26, the Parkersburg ARK will operate a special event station 
(W8PAR) during Volcano Days. The event takes place at the Mountwood Park, 1014 Volcano Road, Waverly WV. 
The event comemorates the early oil boom days in West Virginia that was centered around the Volcano community 
east of Parkersburg. 

 

The Meigs County Great Bend Radio Group recently manned a 
booth at the Meigs County Fair. 

 

 

 
 

 
Cincinnati Hamfest. 

A tip of the South 40 cap to the 
Bellbrook ARC for being named the 
Amateur Radio Club of the Year at the 
recent  Milford  ARC  sponsored

Although it is not in the Ohio South 40 region, thanks to Jennifer (N8JEN) and Mike (N8MRB) Bailey we learn 
the Paintsville KY ARC will have a hamfest on September 26. 

The Highland ARA will have a Ham Radio and GMRS information booth at the September Highland County 
Veteran’s Annual Jeep Show and Rally at the Highland County Fairgrounds in Hillsboro. 
 

Three newsletters hit my computer’s mailbox during the past few days. Scott’s Radio Waves ARRL Great 
Lakes Division newsletter was first. It was followed by the Cambridge ARC’s Communicator and then the 
OH-KY-IN Q-Fiver. All are excellent and you can see why they are award winners. Having produced various 
types of newsletters over the years I realize that it takes a lot of effort and dedication to create one that is 
interesting and informative to read. However it takes input from club members to provide articles and suggestions 



to create a good one. With the costs involved creating and mailing a printed one, those who still believe in 
newsletters have mostly turned to using the Internet to deliver them. But a drawback to an electronic one opposed 
to a paper one is you never know if it is even being read, by choice or going into the junk mail/spam folder 
whereas with the paper one you normally felt certain it was at least being delivered whether it was chosen to be 
read or not. If your club is one that still does a newsletter opposed to (or in addition to) Facebook, other social 
media or a website, why not take a moment to thank the editor for their devotion. It’s been said that newsletters 
are one of the cements that can hold a club together. 

According to Clinton County ARA President Sara Lamb, KS8P, the club will hold its second 
annual POTA Campout on September 25-26. It will be held at the Cowan Lake Group Camping Area. 

 

Speaking of the Clinton County ARA, have you taken the time 
to take a listen to the Club’s low power FM broadcast station, 
WIOH, 95.9? Even if you are not in the immediate Clinton 
County/Wilmington listening area, you can listen to it on your 
device at www.wioh.org.  Music director Alan Eldrigde, 

N4MDT, plays a lot of music of different varities and tunes you don’t hear every day. And announcer 
Wade Shrack, KA8MKA, often keeps the news local and light hearted. And what’s more is it is 
commercial free! WIOH is one of only a handful of broadcast radio stations in the nation owned and 
operated by a ham radio organization. Did I mention they play a lot of music of different kinds? Give 
them a listen. 
 
Recently Ohio observed Emergency Management Directors Day 
when each county recognized the important role these leaders play 
in keeping us safe. Especially during the past several weeks when 
our part of Ohio has been rocked by all kinds of severe weather. 
Parts of the region have seen all kind of weather ranging from 
tornados, flooding, extreme heat, unreal amounts of rain and even an 
earthquake. Through it all, our amateur radio community has stood 
by ready to provide services to local communities if called upon. I 
would also like to recognize our local Amateur Radio Emergency 
Coordinators. These folks are our connection to our county EMA, 
Red Cross, National Weather Service, SkyWarn and other assistance 
and emergency agencies. Our hat is off to them. 
 
Well I have three newsletter awaiting my reading. So I’ll call it a wrap for this edition and get to 
digesting what is going on around the Division and in other parts of Ohio’s South 40. Until next time 
be healthy, safe and radio active. 

John, W8KIW 
jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 (landline-leave a message) 
 
 
  

 
 

David Bushelman-Highland County EMA 

http://www.wioh.org/
mailto:jlevo@cinci.rr.com
mailto:highlandara@gmail.com


 
 

 
National News 
(from ARRL and other sources) 
 

Candidates Named for ARRL Director and Vice Director Elections  
ARRL has announced that the candidates for the 2026 ARRL Division elections are now 
official. ARRL members will choose between two candidates for Director in the Delta, Great 
Lakes, and Midwest Divisions, and two candidates for Vice Director in the Midwest Division. 
The Director positions in the Atlantic and Dakota Divisions are unopposed, as are the Vice 
Director positions in the Atlantic, Dakota, and Delta Divisions. The Great Lakes Division had 
no candidates for Vice Director. 
  

Declared Elected without Opposition 

• Atlantic Division: Marty Newingham, AG3I, Director; and Ray Sokola, K9RS, Vice Director. 
Newingham has held the Director position since January 2026, and Sokola has held the Vice Director 
position since July 2026. 

• Dakota Division: Bill Lippert, ACØW, Director; and Christian Stallkamp, KIØD, Vice Director. 
Lippert has held the Director position since January 2021, and Stallkamp has held the Vice Director 
position since March 2026. 

• Delta Division: Steve Goodgame, K5ATA, Vice Director. The current Vice Director, John Mark 
Robertson, K5JMR, who was appointed in December 2025, chose not to seek election. 

 

Contested Seats 

• Delta Division: Incumbent David Norris, K5UZ, and David Thomas, KM4NYI, will run for Director. 
• Great Lakes Division: Incumbent Scott Yonally, N8SY, and Michael Kalter, W8CI, will run for 

Director. There were no candidates for the Vice Director position. 
• Midwest Division: Incumbent Art Zygielbaum, KØAIZ, and Drew Vonada-Smith, K3PA, will run for 

Director, while Ron Ochu, KOØZ, and Todd LeMense, KKØDX, will run for Vice Director. The current 
Vice Director, Dave Propper, K2DP, who has served since 2021, chose not to seek re-election. 



 
 

Balloting for contested seats will take place this fall. Votes will be counted and successful candidates will be 
announced in November. Candidates declared elected will assume their roles for terms beginning January 1, 
2027. 
   
ARRL is governed by its Board of Directors. Elections are held for five of the 15 ARRL Divisions each year, 
for terms of three years. 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
09/13/2026 - FINDLAY HAMFEST 
Location: Findlay, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 
Website: http://findlayradioclub.org 
Learn More 

09/27/2026 - CLEVELAND HAMFEST 
Location: Berea, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Association of Cleveland 
Website: https://www.HAC.org 
Learn More 

10/10/2026 - WILLIAMS COUNTY ARA 
HAMFEST 
Location: Montpelier, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: WCARA 
Website: http://ka8ofe.weebly.com 
Learn More 
 

10/11/2026 - ASHLAND TRUNKFEST 
Location: Ashland, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Ashland Area Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://www.n8ihi.org/ 
Learn More 
 

11/01/2026 - 2026 MASSILLON ARC HAMFEST 
AT MAPS 
Location: N. Canton, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://w8np.net 
Learn More 

11/07/2026 - GEORGETOWN / GRANT ARC 
HAMFEST 
Location: Georgetown, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Grant Amateur Radio Club 
 

Ohio Hamfests 2026 
We do have Hamfests Scheduled 

      

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-13
http://findlayradioclub.org/
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https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgetown-grant-arc-hamfest-1


 
 

 
12/05/2026 - FCARC WINTER HAMFEST 
Location: Delta, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

12/05/2026 - FCARC WINTER HAMFEST 
Location: Delta, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 
Learn More 
 

  
  
  
  

 
 
  

 
 
ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention 
08/14/2027 - CINCINNATI HAMFEST℠, ARRL GREAT LAKES DIVISION CONVENTION 
 
Mark your calendars for 2027. 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 
Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s 
FREE!!  
Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & 
Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well. The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales 
and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the 
webpage.  You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at. 
   

Swap & Shop 
Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop 
page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   
Here’s a link that will take you there…   
 
      

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winter-hamfest-1
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winter-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winter-hamfest-1
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winter-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-arrl-great-lakes-division-convention-2


 
 

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll 
advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this 
newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there 
for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No 
licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.  
 
Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and 
require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post 
to:   swap@arrl-ohio.org 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  

 
 
Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur 
Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 
 
As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 
documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission 
has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 
authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal 
Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license 
documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to 
receive one.  
 
Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization 
— as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License 
Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an 
“official” printed copy of your license*     
 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf 
 
 
  

 

mailto:swap@arrl-ohio.org
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Volunteers Wanted! 
 

The SARGE is looking for volunteers to help in the radio room at the Ohio EMA/EOC, 
this is on a rotational basis of at least once a month, fill in as needed and help with 

exercises if available.  
 

Must be a General Class or higher. Candidates will be operating the Ohio HF Net and 
checking into the OHDEN nets on Tuesday evenings, training will be provided. If you are 

interested, please contact Bret KD8SCL at kd8scl@pm.me 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio 
Section Journal 
 
Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 
(OSJ) are archived on the website? 
      



 
 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Bret Stemen, KD8SCL Section Traffic Manager – Dan Rinaman AC8NP 
Asst Section Manager – John Levo, W8KIW Asst Section Manager – Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 
Section Emergency Coordinator – Mat Nickoson,   
KC8NZJ 

Asst Section Manager – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Terry Windsor, KI8N 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge 
all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to 
receive these weekly Newsletters.  
 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 
fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past 

newsletters are now archived to The Ohio Section Journal 
(OSJ) is produced as a comprehensive look at all the 

programs within the Ohio Section. I sincerely hope that 
you have enjoyed this edition of the OSJ and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news 
and information about the Ohio Section, and from around 

the world!  
 
  

 
Final…Final 

 

Chit – Chat, and All That! 
Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? 
Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have 
them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  
      

mailto:Opt-In@arrl-ohio.org?subject=Opt-in


 
 

 
 

 

September is Ohio Preparedness Month 

Prepare Your Family 

Columbus, Ohio – September is officially designated as Ohio Preparedness Month by the State of 
Ohio and coordinated by the Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA).  Ohio 
Preparedness Month (OPM) is a campaign aimed at enhancing public awareness and providing 
education regarding essential strategies for effectively preparing for emergencies, disasters, or 
unforeseen circumstances that may arise. 

“The goal of Ohio Preparedness Month is to encourage families across our state to stay informed, stay 
connected, and take simple steps that can help them be prepared for emergencies,” said Ohio EMA 
Executive Director Sima Merick. “Building awareness within your household is one of the most 
effective ways to keep your loved ones safe.” 



 
 

Throughout Ohio Preparedness Month, the focus on family preparedness gives residents the 
opportunity to think about their families’ specific needs and how to best prepare. 

The 2026 OPM theme is "Prepare Your Family," which aims to encourage Ohioans to take steps now 
to help their family and households be prepared in the event of an emergency or disaster. 

• Week 1 (September 1-5): Preparedness Kits for the Family 
• Week 2 (September 6-12): Plan for your Family 
• Week 3 (September 13-19): Family Communication 
• Week 4 (September 20-26): Youth Preparedness 
• Week 5 (September 27-30): Pet Preparedness 

To learn more about Ohio Preparedness Month, and to view Governor Mike DeWine’s National 
Preparedness Month Proclamation, click HERE. 

For more preparedness tips, follow along on Ohio EMA’s social media at  EMA Facebook and  EMA 
Twitter.    

This is a reminder for me as I worked with the local ARES and CERT group as well as the county 
EMA last week doing Damage Assessment in my local area here in Pataskala due to flooding. Licking 
Co. had major flooding throughout western and central parts of the county on Wednesday August 
19th. (Pataskala, Hebron, Heath and Buckeye Lake) My day started out hearing the county fire 
dispatch dispatching water rescues throughout the county at 05:30 on my scanner and I happen to be 
a volunteer for a local firefighters association that operates a rehab unit (Support 401 & 402) for the 
local fire district and also sponsors an annual street fair as a fund raiser for us. I went down to the fair 
to check to see about any flooding or damage. After checking on the fair, I spoke with an engine 
driver that had set the engine up to block a road, I had asked him if there was anything I or the 
firefighters association could do.  He happened to be on the phone with a chief and I was asked to 
take the “Support Unit” to the station for shelter support. I received a call from the local EMA that he 
was going to meet me at the station. Not only was Licking Co EMA at the station/shelter so was a rep 
from Red Cross, Ohio EMA, County Dog Warden dropping off supplies as well as any supplies we 
needed for the shelter. The association provided water, snacks, coffee and warmer blankets for about 
15 evacuated families for about 8 hrs. The following week, I was asked to help with Damage 
Assessment, there were 10 families displaced Wednesday morning due to the flooding and about 100 
+/- homes damaged with water on the main floor and in their basements that damaged or destroyed 
HVAC systems, water heaters, family heirlooms and keepsakes. A tree fell on to a house trailer 
(bedroom area) where the occupants were sleeping. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fema.ohio.gov%2Fprepare-respond%2Fawareness-campaigns%2Fohio-preparedness-month%2Fohio-preparedness-month%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/010001a058a9a5c4-38c19678-7394-4fe1-97cb-8cbfb904472a-000000/F2TxAK4UdQ1w3JJl8f7VSpVura5viWIuAQ4otYU5jr4=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FohioEMA%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/010001a058a9a5c4-38c19678-7394-4fe1-97cb-8cbfb904472a-000000/MtD0ZNNiowB-b8JN88VXt8PvjI3kgMQNqSZm5AF9SNU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FOhio_EMA%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/010001a058a9a5c4-38c19678-7394-4fe1-97cb-8cbfb904472a-000000/t3qydq6ZfaQ5E2P2oRx_FL4X3H4jdzrr8NFWOpFqpOo=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FOhio_EMA%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/010001a058a9a5c4-38c19678-7394-4fe1-97cb-8cbfb904472a-000000/t3qydq6ZfaQ5E2P2oRx_FL4X3H4jdzrr8NFWOpFqpOo=452


 
 

 
Trailer that the tree fell on. 

 

 
The power of moving water moved the shed about 75 yards and through a fence. 



 
 

 
This car was moved about 50 yards by the rushing flood water. 

 

 
This a 6’ wide and up to 24” tall pile of gravel was washed up by the flooding. 

Please never underestimate the power of rushing flood waters and the depth, a shelter occupant 
found out the hard way. The driver thought they could make it through the rushing flood water and 
ended up climbing out of his vehicle through the sunroof and had to be rescued by the fire 
department, he told me that the water was above his waist and praised and thanked the FD for 
rescuing him. 

There are a couple of points I wanted to make for this story.  



 
 

Turn Around and Don’t Drown. As I mentioned a moment ago, the driver only lost the vehicle and not 
their life. 

Are you prepared? As you noticed above, September is Ohio Preparedness Month. There are several 
links imbedded in the information above to for you to check out. 

My thoughts and prayers are with those that were affected by the flooding in Licking, Fairfield, Perry 
and Muskingum counties. 

 

 
Thank You! 
 
I would like to say “Thank You” the clubs and members that given me a warm welcome to the local “hamfests” 
that I have attended to date, I apricate being able to meet and speak with you. I look forward to the upcoming 
hamfests and being able to meet and speak with everyone. 
 
 
There is still time to visit a local hamfest with only 8 left in 2026. There are a couple BIG Fests worth going to 
if you can make it, there are some right in our own back yard!  I’ll look forward to seeing you there and at many 
other Fests and Events throughout the Ohio Section this year! 
 
Share the Magic of Radio! 
 
73, 
Bret, KD8SCL 


