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The July Meeting 
featured Troy Blair, 
AC8OW, from DX 
Engineering. As our 
guest speaker. His topic 
was portable QRP 
operating, featuring a 
cool new SDR rig, the 
QRP Labs QMX 
Transceiver which is perfect for POTA 
activations. From their website, the “QMX: a 

The Prez Says
by Bryan Torok, 

N8OOF

LEARA Monthly Meeting

Click or scan
QR code to RSVP

LEARA Monthly Meeting

Leara Summer Picnic
Kiwanis Pavilion

located in Elmwood Park 
in Independence Ohio

August 25, 6:30 p.m.

https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/
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feature-packed, high performance, 5-BAND 5W, Multi-mode (CW, 
Digi, SSB) transceiver kit, including embedded SDR, 24-bit 48 
ksps USB sound card, CAT control, synthesized VFO with TCXO 
reference.”

This transceiver is a little bit thicker than a pack of cigarettes and 
has the same form factor. Now, over the years there have been 
lots of Altoids tin transmitters and receivers, but most are limited 
to a single band or to CW only. It is amazing how much 
functionality they get into a package of this size. Even better is 
the price, about $102 for the kit version or $152 assembled. Add 
$20 for the aluminum case. For more details or to get one for 
yourself, go to https://qrp-labs.com/qmx.html

But wait, there’s more: Troy also talked about his recommended 
antennas for portable operating. He also displayed two diXerent 
versions of portable packs for ham radio. The small pack included 
the Icom IC-705 HF/VHF/UHF All Mode Transceiver. The micro 
pack had the QMX transceiver in a zip up case. I’m not a big HF 
person, but I found this a really interesting presentation.

Door Prize Winners: Bob Winston, W2THU, won the 50/50 
prize, and Fred Freer, K8IG, won the LEARA Buck for a free 
meal at a future meeting.

The August Meeting will be will be LEARA’s annual Picnic 
Meeting Tuesday, August 25, 6:30 PM at the Kiwanis 
Pavilion located in Elmwood Park in Independence Ohio. This 
is behind the Independence Civic Center at 6363 Selig Dr., 
Independence, OH. Or, set your GPS for Kathy Lynn Drive and 

Prez cont.

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-proYt [501(c)(3)] organization 
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for 
membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be 
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. 

LEARA’s address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.

LEARA is an ARRL-aZliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA beneYts 
monetarily if you do so through the club. 
Go to https://www.leara.org/3les/ARRL_via_LEARA_Appl_Instructions.pdf and follow the 
instructions therein.

Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) 
at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter or, if situation 
requires, in a virtual conference meeting online. The LEARA newsletter usually arrives near 
the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may vary and o\en require a reservation. Those 
interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are 
open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating.

Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months. Meetings are open 
to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. Trustees meet at one of 
the Cuyahoga County Public Library branches or in a virtual conference room online.

Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for details.

https://www.leara.org
https://www.leara.org
https://leara.org/membership/
https://www.leara.org/files/ARRL_via_LEARA_Appl_Instructions.pdf
https://leara.org/membership/
mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edrivers@ameritech.net
mailto:kb8vxe@arrl.net
mailto:km8v@arrl.net
mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:editor@leara.org
https://qrp-labs.com/qmx.html
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Selig Boulevard. Going north on Kathy Lynn will 
take you right into the east end of the parking 
lot. The pavilion is at the west end of the parking 
lot.

As in previous years, the food will be provided 
by Mister Mike’s catering. The cost is $20 per 
person. RESERVATIONS are REQUIRED by 10:00 
A.M. Monday before the meeting. You may make 
your reservation on the website, 
https://www.leara.org/dinner-reservation 
or by calling Marv Grossman, W8AZO, at 
(440) 248-0031. Come out for the food, and the 
camaraderie.

Future Meetings: At the July meeting a member 
suggested returning to the Hofbräuhaus, 1550 
Chester Ave, Cleveland, for the holiday dinner 
in November. What do you think of that idea? 
Please let us know. If you have any suggestions 
for meeting locations, contact Eddie Stevens, 
KD8FTS, or me. If you have any suggestions for 
meeting programs, please contact Eric Jessen, 
N8AUC, or me. Contact info is on page 2 in the 
column to the le\.

The Ham Radio Meet and Greet: A Multi-
Club Potluck Picnic (boy is that a mouthful) 
was held on Sunday, August 9, in the Cleveland 
Metroparks. Despite some last minute mix-ups 
over the repeater talk-in frequency and the 
location. The event was well attended. The 
shelter we were in didn’t have power for the 
sound system, and Eric Jessen, N8AUC, came 
through with his Field Day power box. Hey, 
we’re Hams, and when all else fails, we still get 
it done. There were lots of door prizes and 
everyone had a good time.

Until next month, talk on the radio and use the 
repeaters. Check into one of the many nets 
available on the LEARA repeaters. Join us for a 
Saturday morning Trustees Zoom meeting. Join 
us on the air, online, or in person. We really want 
to see or at least hear from you, even if it is only 
by radio or Zoom.

Prez cont.

https://www.leara.org/dinner-reservation
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LEARA "On the Air"
Club Net Information
by Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

The Thursday Club Net is 
held 8 p.m. on our 146.760 
(or 146.880  backup)  MHz
(‑600 kHz oXset, PL 110.9) 
repeater. All nets will be 

held on this repeater. Please use it and notify any 
trustee of any troubles or issues.

Remember if you missed a net, check out the web 
page for a recap of the trivia and discussion 
questions.

The tentative 
scheduled 

NCOs 
for the next 

Nets are:

Please check 
the website for 

current
assignments.

--- click ---

*Short time leave  **Long term leave

N
C

O
s

Sunshine
Please contact Robert Wright (ke8ceo@leara.org) 
with information.

The Wednesday Night Skywarn 
Practice Net
The Skywarn season runs from April thru 
September. Practice nets are held Wednesday 
evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the 146.76 repeater. With 
a simplex net to follow on 146.475. Should the 
National Weather Service issue a severe storm 
warning for Cuyahoga County, a weather net 
will be brought up on the 146.76 repeater.

Visit https://n8esg.org/skywarn/ for more infor ‐
mation  and training sessions.

Information about Cleveland Weather operations 
can be found at https://wx8cle.org/

An On-Line Storm Spotter training video from 
the NWS is available at 
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/
858879174941020/

ARES
ARES nets and meetings are held every Tuesday 
(Except the third Tuesday of the Month) at 8PM 
on 145.410 (+)110.9. A simplex net will be held 
a\erwards.  ARES meetings are in the meeting 
room at the  Helwig Whistle Stop  599 West 
Bagley Rd. Berea, OH. at 7PM the third Tuesday 
of each month. More info about ARES can be 
found at www.n8esg.org/ares.

https://leara.org/net/
ke8ceo@leara.org
https://n8esg.org/skywarn/
http://n8esg.org/ares/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/858879174941020/
https://wx8cle.org/
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Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions

from www.arrl.org

Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations

from www.arrl.org

https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.HAC.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
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LEARA Meeting
Teamz Restaurant & Bar

July 28th 2026; Pictures: Brian Torok
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 Check the Event Support Group Website for more event details
>>> https://n8esg.org/calendar/ <<<

August

September

October

https://n8esg.org/calendar/
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LEARA — The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
More than 55 YEARS of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969

VOICE REPEATERS:

146.76/R- • Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
146.88/R- • Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
224.90/R- • Lakewood (Requires 141.3 Hz tone)
444.40/R+ • Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone) (OKine)
444.70/R+ • Lakewood Digital Only (mmdvm: Fusion, DMR, D-Star & P25)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone)

INTERNET: www.leara.org

FCC Cites GMRS Licensee for 
Illegal Linked Repeater 
Network
08/10/2026 from: https://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-cites-
gmrs-licensee-for-illegal-linked-repeater-network

The FCC Enforcement Bureau has issued a 
Notice of Violation to Gary M. Beckstedt, Sr., of 
Newnan, Georgia, for operating a network of 
nearly two dozen linked General Mobile Radio 
Service (GMRS) repeaters in violation of FCC 
rules for the service. Beckstedt is co-founder and 
Chief Executive OZcer of North Georgia GMRS, 
Inc., and licensee of GMRS station WQYU407. He 
also holds amateur radio license WB4GMB. 

According to the FCC Notice, “There are only 
eight repeater frequency pairs shared nationwide 
by more than 300,000 active GMRS licensees and 
millions of Family Radio Service users. Because 
GMRS spectrum is so limited, the service only 
works as intended when local users can hear 
each other and cooperate in the sharing of 
channels. Linking multiple repeaters is not in the 
public interest because it enables the 
retransmission of messages over much larger 
geographic areas, thereby limiting localized 
availability of the GMRS channels, monopolizing 
a limited spectrum resource, and increasing the 

potential for interference.” It notes that GMRS 
repeaters may be connected to the telephone 
network “or other networks” (such as the 
internet) only for the purpose of remote control. 
Repeater linking is permitted in the Amateur 
Radio Service, but not for GMRS communications 
for the reasons explained in the Notice.

Enforcement Bureau agents monitored several 
of Beckstedt’s GMRS repeaters this past 
February, according to the Notice, and observed 
that the repeaters were connected via the 
internet and “were being used to convey 
messages to multiple repeaters for simultaneous 
transmission on the repeaters’ respective over-
the-air output frequencies, in violation of section 
95.1749 of the Commission’s rules.”

Beckstedt was given 20 days to “fully explain the 
violation” and spell out “the speciYc action(s) 
taken to correct the violation and preclude 
recurrence.”

https://www.leara.org
https://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-cites-gmrs-licensee-for-illegal-linked-repeater-network

