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APRIL ONE QUESTION 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 

DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN 

ARRL FIELD DAY THIS 

YEAR? 

Out of 82 responses, 36 said 

“Yes, with a Club” and 36 said 

“Yes, at home” and 10 said 

“No, did not participate”. 

I guess what we see from this is 

that there are many reasons 

folks get into Amateur Radio!  

We have many interests in the 

use of “RADIO” in our lives 

that draw us all to this hobby.  

Everyone’s reason is valid! 

 

THIS MONTH’S “ONE 

QUESTION  

QUESTIONNAIRE” AKA 

1QQ - 

GO TO THE WEBSITE 

WWW.ARRL-OHIO.ORG TO 

SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER! 

 

 YEAR OF THE CLUB: 

2026 has been 

designated by the ARRL Board of 

Directors as the Year of the Club, 

recognizing that radio clubs are 

the backbone of ARRL. The 

growth and development of 

amateur radio rely on our vibrant 

community of radio clubs. All 

ARRL Affiliated Clubs are 

invited to participate! 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-

club 

 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club


  

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

ARRL HANDBOOK GIVEAWAY 

July Handbook Winner – Bill Riley, N8JET. Congratulations! Your 

handbook is on the way! There were 96 entries last month. Get out 

to the Ohio Section Website and get yourself in the game! 

Go to the website www.arrl-ohio.org to enter. 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
 

Mat Nickoson – KC8NZJ, SEC 

kc8nzj@outlook.com 

 

 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/


 

 

 

 

And that’s a wrap on the 2026 Newsletter competition! Thank you to all the clubs and organizations who 

participated. Keep sending your newsletters, though, because the 2027 Newsletter competition starts now! 

So you may be wondering how does the scoring work? There are five main categories for scoring criteria: 

 

Content –  

Is your content original? Is it based on useful information? Can people get an idea of what is going on with your 

club without knowing explicitly what you are about? 

 

Audience – 

Who is your newsletter intended for? Are you advertising to yourself? What is new people stumble across your 

newsletter? Are you inviting and informative? Do you make ideas understandable to all ages and levels of 

licenses? 

 

Visual – 

How pleasing is your newsletter to look at? Does it flow well? Is it overcrowded? Too plain? Do you have a 

popping wow factor that encourages readers to continue? 

 

Contact Info – 

How easy is it to get ahold of the people who are contributing to the newsletter? How about the officers or 

committee members? Online newsletters are especially easy to add this feature. Each time a name appears, you 

can link an email address to it! 

 

Call to Action – 

What is the purpose of a newsletter if not to rally the troops? Are you inviting people to join your events? 

Inviting people to become or recruit new members? Are you encouraging Hams to be the best they can be? 

 

The newsletter can receive a lowest score of one to a highest score of 5 in each category. The numbers are added 

up and the highest score wins! But there is also a bonus category for between one and three points: 

 

Bonus – 

Following directions to send newsletters to me. 

 

Now, a lot of organizations have changed to online newsletters only. This is completely workable, but please 

send the link to me monthly. I store these emails in a separate folder where they are sorted for judging. If I have 

no emails, I don’t know that you have joined the competition! And, of course, sending monthly gets you full 

bonus points! 

 

Ohio Section Public Information Coordinator 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ AUXC 

 

ke8fmj@gmail.com 

OHIO Section PIC and ASEC District Emergency Coordinator, 

D3 Ohio ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene 

County 

AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio      

mailto:ke8fmj@gmail.com


Congratulations to the Ohio Section 2026 Newsletter winners: 

 

The Radiogram PCARS     Portage County 1st 

Q-Fiver OHKYIN     Cincinnati 2nd 

Mount Vernon ARC Newsletter MVARC     Knox County 3rd 

Full Quieting BARC      Bellbrook 3rd 
 

 
—— 

Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ 

AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 

OHIO Section Public Information Coordinator, Assistant SEC 

District Emergency Coordinator, D3 Ohio ARES 

Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene County 

 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio™ 

 

 

DE KD8TTE NR 8677 

R 051254Z AUG 2026 ZNB DPU 

FM KD8TTE 

TO All Ohio Amateur Radio Stations 

TO Interested Amateur Radio Stations Beyond Ohio 

GRNC 

BT 

Subj: Request for Participation 

 

Show Ohio What You Can Do When Needed! 

 

On Tuesday, August 18, state and local agencies will begin exercise 

play and observe how operators in the Amateur Radio Service can 

provide critical information when needed. Is your station able to 

help? 

 

In a scenario that will unfold over the course of one week, agencies 

of the Adjutant General’s Department, the Department of Job and Family 

Services, the Department of Public Safety, and local emergency 

management agencies will exercise five Core Capabilities of the 

National Response Framework: 

 

 * Situational Awareness 

 * Operational Communications 

 * Public Information and Warning 

 * Intelligence and Information Sharing 

 * Cybersecurity 

 

If your agency is not in play, you can still participate through 

individual tasking from exercise controllers and show Ohio what you 

can do when needed. 

 

Register your station no later than August 16 to be written into the 



exercise plan and to have a controller ensuring that you get 

meaningful participation on the tasks you want to perform on the 

schedule that you set. 

 

https://www.blackswancomex.org/2026 

 

We look forward to exercising with you. 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

As of this writing, questions we address are: 

• What is BLACK SWAN? 

• What is the purpose of the BLACK SWAN COMEX? 

• Who sponsors the exercise? 

• How is the exercise conducted? 

• What is the exercise schedule? 

• What do I need to do to participate? 

• How does this year's play differ from early years? 

• How do I register my radio communications team (such as ARES, RACES, or REACT affiliates)? 

https://www.blackswancomex.org/2026/faq 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Obsidian-Wave: Carrying Maxim’s Relay Legacy Into 2026  

The upcoming Obsidian-Wave exercise September 19th is more than another training day on the calendar — it’s a 

direct continuation of the relay tradition that launched amateur radio into national service over a century ago. When 

Hiram Percy Maxim first discovered in 1914 that even a 1-kilowatt spark transmitter couldn’t push a message from 

Hartford to Springfield, he turned a limitation into a breakthrough. By relaying the message through Windsor 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM 

AC8NP@AC8NP.COM  

419.618.0330 

Hams Over IP #101918 

      

https://www.blackswancomex.org/2026
https://www.blackswancomex.org/2026/faq


Locks, he proved that cooperation could overcome geography, equipment, and regulation. That moment inspired 

the creation of the American Radio Relay League, and it set the tone for every structured message test that 

followed. 

Obsidian-Wave stands firmly in that lineage. 

Why This Exercise Matters 

Maxim’s early relay tests weren’t casual QSOs — they were disciplined drills designed to prove that amateurs 

could move traffic reliably across long distances. His 1916 transcontinental challenge pushed operators to chain 

their stations together from coast to coast. His 1920 Bureau of Standards fading tests enlisted 243 receiving stations 

to collect scientific data. His leadership in the 1921 Transatlantic Tests pushed amateur radio beyond national 

borders. 

Obsidian-Wave embraces the same spirit of structured experimentation and operational readiness. This exercise 

will: 

• Strengthen our multi-station coordination 

• Validate our message-handling pathways across RF, voice and digital 

• Provide measurable performance data for after-action review 

• Reinforce the disciplined procedures that make ARES reliable under pressure 

Just as Maxim’s early tests revealed weaknesses before they revealed successes, Obsidian-Wave is designed to help 

us refine our systems, improve our workflows, and sharpen our operators. 

What Operators Can Expect 

Obsidian-Wave will simulate real-world message movement under controlled conditions. Operators will handle: 

• Structured injections 

• Time-sensitive relays 

• Multi-mode routing 

• Logging and verification 

• Inter-state coordination 

This is not a contest. It’s a readiness drill — a chance to demonstrate that our local network can function as part of a 

larger, resilient communications architecture. 

A Century-Old Mission, Modern Tools 

Maxim’s spark transmitter “Old Betsy” may be long gone, but the mission remains the same: Move the message. 

Prove the network. Strengthen the system. 

Obsidian-Wave is our opportunity to honor that legacy while pushing our capabilities forward. With today’s blend 

of RF, digital modes-based transport, we’re building on the same foundation Maxim laid — just with better tools 

and broader reach. 

ARRL NTS has always taken pride in disciplined operation, technical skill, and volunteer service. Obsidian-Wave 

is our next step in that tradition. 

We will be using: 

Activation   FSQ. 

Digital Net   fldigi flmsg flamp. 

Winlink   RMS VARA Post Office. 

Through the month of August there will be training opportunities via ZOOM. 

So, if any of this is of interest to you, please participate in this exercise. 

If you’d like to take part in this exercise visit and sign up to this Groups.IO https://groups.io/g/obsidian-wave/ 

 

PSHR, SAR and Net Activity Reports 

Public Service Honor Roll, Station Activity Reports and Net Activity Reports may be sent via NTS messages, 

Winlink messages to my station. Also, there is a form on the ARRL-Ohio.org website. Form These forms need to 

be in by the 5th of each month. 

https://groups.io/g/obsidian-wave/
https://arrl-ohio.org/pshr-sar-report-form/


 

Virtual NTS Traffic Net 

Many Technician class amateurs miss out on fun and skills learning of traffic handling because they reside in areas 

of the country where local traffic nets on VHF repeaters don’t exist. The Virtual NTS Training Net (VNTN) seeks 

to address this problem with the creation of a Zoom-based local traffic net that can be accessed by anyone with an 

internet connection. 

VNTN will accept check-ins and radiogram traffic utilizing standard phonetics and pro-signs; in short, participants 

will enjoy the same experiences as those who check into conventional “RF” traffic nets.  The net will incorporate a 

“hands-on” training approach in traffic procedures, radiogram creation, and relay. 

“It is our hope that new amateurs who participate in VNTN will be motivated to join section and region nets on HF 

after upgrading to a higher license class,” says Phil Temples, K9HI, who chairs EC-FSC’s NTS Subcommittee.  

The Net meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM ET. In future, it is hoped that a west coast version will be established at 

around 7 PM PT. 

The latest VNTN URL can be found at <https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/>. 

Send a Radiogram 

What’s a Radiogram? 

You’ve probably heard of amateur radio (“ham”) operators, and you might know a friend, family member, or 

neighbor who loves to build radio equipment and talk to thousands of other ham operators around the world! 

But you might not know that amateur radio operators are primed and ready to step in and provide valuable 

communications to the general public, when all else fails. Even if Internet service, power lines, and phone lines are 

all down, amateur radio still can get the message through. To be ready for this, many amateurs have joined a 

network called the National Traffic System (NTS), which is like a telegraph office over radio. NTS volunteers 

spend their free time relaying messages, called Radiograms, entirely by amateur radio, completely free of charge. 

This is great practice to be sure they can serve the public during a true emergency! 

Send a Radiogram Now — It’s Free! 

Now, there’s a way that YOU can try Amateur Radio messaging! Think of a friend or family member you’d like to 

contact by Radiogram. You can send any short message, as long as it’s not business-related, urgent or critical, or 

too private or personal. Your message will be picked up by an Amateur Radio volunteer operator and relayed across 

the country near its destination; finally, the recipient will get a local phone call from a nearby ham, or the message 

might even be delivered in person. Along the way, ham operators will be relaying your message by voice, digital, or 

even Morse code, and getting valuable practice in emergency public service. 

Go to this website to send a message today: 

https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/ 

 
 

 

 

National Traffic System 

Traffic and Message 

Handling 

For Skill, Service, and Fun! 

 

 
 

The ARRL got its start by organizing message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, accurately to its 

destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, voice, and digital. 

 

• Why practice traffic handling? 

• It teaches operator good skills. 

• It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages. 

• You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power. 

• You create friendships and camaraderie. 

https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/
https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/


Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more 

information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your 

Ham Radio experience!  

 

Ohio Section Nets 
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or if it is going out of Ohio you can also take it to the 

OSSBN.  Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO  

 

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET 

Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day   

Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

 

OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS 

HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS   

Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC 

Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WB9LBI 

Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC 

 

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM 

OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS 

VHF 

NETS 

NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET 

MANAGERS   

BRTN  Monday, Thursday Saturday 

9:30 PM 

145.230 MHz PL 

110.9   

KD8GXL 

COTN 7:15 PM DAILY   146.970 MHz PL 

123.0 

KV8Z 

NWOATT Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat at 07:30 

PM 

147.375 MHz PL 

103.5 

KE8VJP 

ODMR Monday 8:30 PM TG 3139 WB8YYS 

TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri   147.015 MHz PL 

110.9     

WB8YYS 

TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 

123.0  

K8KRA 

 

BRTN - Burning River Traffic Net (serving the Cleveland area and all North Central Ohio) 

COTN – Central Ohio Traffic Net (serving Columbus and Central Ohio) 



NWOATT – Northwest Ohio ARES Traffic and Training Net (serving Northwest Ohio) 

ODMR – Ohio DMR Net (serving Ohio) 

TCTTN - Tri-County Traffic and Training Net (serving Northeast Ohio) 

TATN - Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net (serving Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana) 

 

Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 

419-618-0330 HOIP 101918 

ac8np@ac8np.com 

 

 
Obsidian Wave: Carrying Maxim’s Relay Legacy Into 2026 
 

The upcoming Obsidian Wave exercise on September 19th is more than another training day on the calendar—it’s a 

direct continuation of the relay tradition that launched amateur radio into national service over a century ago. When 

Hiram Percy Maxim first discovered in 1914 that even a 1-kilowatt spark transmitter couldn’t push a message from 

Hartford to Springfield, he turned a limitation into a breakthrough. By relaying the message through Windsor 

Locks, he proved that cooperation could overcome geography, equipment, and regulation. That moment inspired 

the creation of the American Radio Relay League and set the tone for every structured message test that followed. 

 

Obsidian Wave stands firmly in that lineage. 

Why This Exercise Matters 

Maxim’s early relay tests weren’t casual QSOs; they were disciplined drills designed to prove that amateurs could 

move traffic reliably across long distances. His 1916 transcontinental challenge pushed operators to chain their 

stations together from coast to coast. His 1920 Bureau of Standards fading tests enlisted 243 receiving stations to 

collect scientific data. His leadership in the 1921 Transatlantic Tests pushed amateur radio beyond national borders. 

Obsidian Wave embraces the same spirit of structured experimentation and operational readiness.  

 

This exercise will: 

• Strengthen our multi station coordination 

• Validate our message handling pathways across RF, voice and digital 

• Provide measurable performance data for after action review 

• Reinforce the disciplined procedures that make ARES reliable under pressure 

Just as Maxim’s early tests revealed weaknesses before they revealed successes, Obsidian Wave is designed to help 

us refine our systems, improve our workflows, and sharpen our operators. 

 

What Operators Can Expect 

Obsidian Wave will simulate real world message movement under controlled conditions. Operators will handle: 

• Structured injections 

• Time sensitive relays 

• Multi mode routing 

• Logging and verification 

• Interstate coordination 

 

This is not a contest. It’s a readiness drill—a chance to demonstrate that our local network can function as part of a 

larger, resilient communications architecture. 

A Century Old Mission, Modern Tools Maxim’s spark transmitter “Old Betsy” may be long gone, but the mission 

remains the same: Move the message. Prove the network. Strengthening the system. 

 

Obsidian Wave is our opportunity to honor that legacy while pushing our capabilities forward. With today’s blend 

of RF, voice, CW, and digital modes-based transport, we’re building on the same foundation Maxim laid—just with 

mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com


better tools and broader reach. 

ARRL NTS has always taken pride in disciplined operation, technical skill, and volunteer service. Obsidian Wave 

is our next step in that tradition. 

 

We will be using: 

Activation FSQ. 

Digital Net fldigi, flmsg, flamp. 

Winlink RMS VARA Post Office. 

 

Through the month of August there will be training opportunities via ZOOM. 

So, if any of this is of interest to you, please participate in this exercise. 

If you’d like to take part in this exercise visit and sign up to this Groups.IO https://groups.io/g/obsidian-wave/ 

 

NTS® Resources  

 
The National Traffic System® (NTS®) is a network of amateur radio operators who move information during 

disasters and other emergencies. General messages offering well-wishes also move through the NTS® to help test 

the system and to help amateur radio operators build traffic handling skills. While the NTS® is primarily set up to 

serve the United States and Canada, it is possible to move traffic internationally through the NTS® via various 

local, regional, area, and international network connections. 
  

NTS 2.0 

NTS Manual 

NTS Methods and Practices Guidelines 

Handling Instructions 

Numbered Texts 

Form Encoding Rules for Form 
  

Sign Up to Receive The NTS Letter 

The NTS® Letter is published monthly and is free of charge to ARRL members. Subscribe: www.arrl.org/opt-in-

out 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mw/index.html


   

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Contacting W1AW/8 Ohio 
 
Ohio operators will have an opportunity to work W1AW/8 Ohio as part of the year-long ARRL USA-250 

operations, which run from 00:01 UTC Aug 12 through 23:59 UTC Tuesday, Aug 19 (EST: 7 PM Tuesday, Aug 11 

to 7 PM Tuesday, Aug 19). You can get general information at this link: tiny.cc/w1aw8-info.   

 

You can be a W1AW/8 OH "hunter" simply by finding the stations on the bands and working them from your home 

station. During the week, stations will be on 160 to 6 Meters with SSB, CW, FT8/FT4, RTTY and even some local 

2 & 0.75 M FM activity.  

 

You can find the W1AW/8 stations in a couple of ways: 

1. There is a schedule that will be updated throughout the operation: tiny.cc/w1aw8 (remember, this 

schedule is live and will be updated often during the event). 

Assistant Section Manager 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT – ASM 

k8zt73@gmail.com 

      

http://tiny.cc/w1aw8-info
http://tiny.cc/w1aw8


 

2. You can use your favorite DX Cluster to watch for spots. 

3. On FT8 & FT4, you can use PSKReporter and enter W1AW/8 as callsign to view\. 

4. Using the RBN (Reverse Beacon Network), you can see CW activity by searching for W1AW/8 

 

 

 

Let’s Support Our State’s QSO Party 

https://www.dxwatch.com/qrz/w1aw/8
https://pskreporter.info/pskmap.html
https://www.reversebeacon.net/main.php?rows=10&max_age=10,hours&bands=160,80,60,40,30,20,17,15,12,10&spotted_call=W1AW/8&hide=distance_km
https://www.reversebeacon.net/main.php?rows=10&max_age=10,hours&bands=160,80,60,40,30,20,17,15,12,10&spotted_call=W1AW/8&hide=distance_km
https://www.ohqp.org/


  

The Ohio State QSO Party (OQP) will be held on 

Saturday, August 22nd this year.  It is an excellent 

opportunity to be an in-demand multiplier station without 

the trouble and expenses of a DXpedition. You can take 

multiple tracks to an OQP entry: 

● If you have a club station in place, make sure that 

one or more members have it on the air for OQP.  

● You can set up portable style, just like FD, with 

one or more stations 

● You can also operate as a single operator on your 

own. 

● You can plan a Rover activity. Rovers move 

from county to county during the OQP. 

Operating can take place while in motion or at 

planned stops along the way. A team of drivers 

and operators is preferable for safety. 

●  You can use the existing station(s) of club member(s) to operate  

● You can  encourage individual club members to get on the air as Single Operators (you might even want to 

have a friendly interclub competition) 

The most important thing is to make plans. Don’t just announce it to club members; you must actively plan and 

schedule operations, follow through, and get on the air for the OQP.  

Links & Downloads – Ohio QSO Party 

 

Let’s Have a Statewide POTA Party 

  

Ohio State Parks On The Air (OSPOTA) is held each September- link. Sponsored by Portage County Amateur 

Radio Service (PCARS), this groundbreaking event is in its 18th  year and undoubtedly was one catalyst to ARRL 

NPOTA and the whole POTA  movement.   

This year’s event with take place Sept 12, 2025, from 1400 UTC to 2200 UTC (10 am to 6 pm ET).  

https://www.ohqp.org/
https://www.ohqp.org/
https://www.ohqp.org/index.php/links-downloads/
https://www.ohqp.org/index.php/links-downloads/
https://www.ohqp.org/
https://ospota.org/


 

 

Below section from OSPOTA web page: 

This contest as always held on the first Saturday following the Labor Day holiday. The OSPOTA contest was 

conceived with three main goals in mind: 1. To promote public awareness of amateur radio and Ohio’s 

beautiful state parks system 2. To contribute to the recognition that Ohio has a very diverse and wonderful 

ecology 3. To promote camaraderie within the ranks of Ohio’s Amateur Radio Operators Your participation 

has allowed these goals to be achieved. We agree it is a lot of fun to get out in a natural setting with your 

radio and see how well you can do at working operators in the beautiful Ohio State Parks. The contest 

hours will be from 1400 UTC to 2200 UTC (10 am to 6 pm ET). The contest committee has been busy going 

over the rules and information about the contest, please check the rules and other documents available in 

the “Files” section. Please be aware only Electronic (Cabrillo files) will be accepted for entries. No text, pdf, 

csv, adif, bin, photos of logs, paper, etc. Comparing contest logs is somewhat automated and we need your 

log file in standard Cabrillo format. At this point, there are 76 Ohio State Parks open for 2025, including the 

new Great Council Ohio State Park located between Xenia and Yellow Springs. As in the past – you can let 

us know which State Park you plan on activating and we’ll keep everyone informed. Send your planned park 

info to: PlannedParks@ospota.org and please include the call to be used. If you have questions or 

comments, please email to: INFO@OSPOTA.org 73 from the OSPOTA Contest Committee KB8UUZ, WG8X, 

W8PT, W8KNO and KB8UHN OSPOTA was established in 2008 and is sponsored by the Portage County 

Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) – K8BF – in Ravenna, Ohio 



 

You can pick from one or more of the 76 currently 

open Ohio State Parks. This contest places a premium 

on working stations located in the Ohio State Parks. 

That means that it is critical to have as many parks 

activated as possible. The challenge for Ohio stations 

will be to work HF in the 50 to 300-mile range. 

 

 OSPOTA is the perfect opportunity to learn more 

about the design and deployment of Near Vertical 

Incident Skywave (NVIS) antennas. You can find 

numerous designs online and in various Amateur 

Radio antenna manuals. 

 

Along with your operating skills, it will also be a 

chance to showcase your antenna-building skills. 

Individuals and multiple operators can operate Ohio 

State Park stations. Non-park stations in Ohio, as well 

as stations outside of Ohio, can also compete.  

 

Contacts can be made on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters 

using SSB. All contacts have the same point values. 

Make sure you read the Rules, FAQs and get your  

forms for the contest posted on the OSPOTA 

website: www.ospota.org, before the contest. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ospota.org/
http://www.ospota.org/


 

 

 

 
 

-------------------------------------------- 

That’s it for this month for me; I 

hope to work you on the air soon! 

73, Anthony, K8ZT 

(k8zt@arrl.net) 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Technical Coordinator 
 

Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC 

K8JTK@arrl.net   

 

mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
mailto:K8JTK@arrl.net


Hey gang, 

What the 4-letter expletive is going on with memory prices??!!  RAM inflation is among us.  If you’re not affected 

you either don’t have electronic devices or have stockpiles of memory.  Modern devices from cameras, phones, 

tablets, computers, game consoles, security devices like doorbell cameras, network gear, firewalls, AREDN devices, 

TVs, Raspberry Pis, printers, smart (dumb) devices all have some form of memory and storage for the operating 

system and settings. 

 

Sometimes referred to as RAMmageddon or RAMpocalypse is a global computer memory supply shortage. This 

shortage started in 2025 due to supply constraints and rapid price escalation of DRAM (Random Access Memory) and 

NAND flash integrated circuits (solid-state drives/SSDs, SD cards, and USB drives).  Devices that cost $200 a year 

ago are nearly three-times as expensive today.  Raspberry Pi products with more than 2GB RAM saw more prices 

increases announced earlier this year.  Though RAM and SSDs get all the headlines, mechanical hard drives, such as 

large capacity ones used in network storage are seeing prices double that of a year ago. 

 

What is behind all this?  The most cited reason is the intentional 

shift of manufacturing capacity and resources to highly 

profitable products.  Read as: shifting resources to the 

“profitable” product known as AI (artificial “intelligence,” “AI 

bubble,” or AI data centers) with demand for high-bandwidth 

DDR4 and DDR5 memory leading the way.  This type of 

memory is used for gaming, workstations, and every day 

computing. 

 

Micron announced, at the end of last year, they would exit the 

consumer business, after nearly 30 years, by winding down the 

“Crucial” brand to focus on “profitable growth vectors in 

memory and storage” and strengthen enterprise relationships.  

Companies realize they can make more money on AI and screw everyone else.  This is assuming no price fixing that 

may or may not be happening. 

 

Escalating tensions, including tariffs, between the United States and China are also a cited reason leading to higher 

supplier costs.  Due to higher cost of resources manufactures have phased out production of older processes sooner 

than consumers would like.  Meaning cheaper and affordable, albeit slightly older, technology is not available as a less 

expensive option. 

 

These have resulted in 200–400% price increases in DRAM and NAND flash, OpenAI consuming about 40% of 

global RAM supply, and 15–20% cost increases for PC OEMs.  RAM is so expensive, Samsung won’t even sell to 

Samsung.  Samsung Semiconductor (RAM) business reportedly refused an order from Samsung Electronics (Phones, 

TVs, home electronics & appliances). These unprecedented increases first hit PC builders and are gutting what’s left 

of the enthusiast market. 

 

PCPartPicker, a website for PC builders, 

documents trends for several types of PC 

components.  Their graphs have become quite 

amazing considering the trend for memory and 

storage is inverse of what is typically shown – 

steady or declining prices over time.  Average 

memory prices in June 2025 were $200 for 64 GB 

of high-end RAM are now $1,250 in July of this 

year (2026).  Solid-state 4 TB hard drives were 

$300 last year and $900 now.  A mechanical 16 TB 

hard drive, $350 last year are running just under 

$800 now. 

DDR5-6000 2x32GB average RAM price over 18-months (PCPartPicker) 

https://www.raspberrypi.com/news/more-memory-driven-price-rises/
https://www.raspberrypi.com/news/more-memory-driven-price-rises/
https://investors.micron.com/news-releases/news-release-details/micron-announces-exit-crucial-consumer-business
https://investors.micron.com/news-releases/news-release-details/micron-announces-exit-crucial-consumer-business
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DRAM_industry_price_fixing
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/nand-wafer-shortage-pushes-november-contract-prices-up
https://www.pcworld.com/article/2998935/ram-is-so-expensive-samsung-wont-even-sell-it-to-samsung.html
https://www.pcworld.com/article/2998935/ram-is-so-expensive-samsung-wont-even-sell-it-to-samsung.html
https://pcpartpicker.com/
https://pcpartpicker.com/trends/
https://pcpartpicker.com/trends/price/memory/
https://pcpartpicker.com/trends/price/internal-hard-drive/


 

In many cases the cost of RAM and storage exceeds the cost of the rest of the device.  Larger companies can sell 

devices at a loss for a time.  It’s nuts to continue doing so if they want to (try to) remain in business.  Prices are and 

continue to go up.  Smaller companies can’t absorb such increases like the small business owner trying to sell devices 

for ham radio use.  Vendors at work range from ‘we’re still OK’ due to stockpiles to others not honoring pricing 

quotes older than a week due to rapidly fluctuating prices. 

 

Many believe when the AI bubble bursts there will be loads of cheap memory for enthusiasts (PC builders, board 

designers), homelabbers (professionals and sysadmins learning enterprise gear, software, and operating systems in 

their home lab), and self-hosters (running website or services on their own).  The problem here is many devices can’t 

be run on normal power, with regular cooling, or in normal computers.  These components are specially designed for 

systems that will take quite a bit of effort to get running in a repurposed enthusiast market, if at all possible. 

 

I saw a comment to the effect: ‘I don’t want 

to hear it when I start buying my SSDs 

directly from China.’  I would have been one 

of the people criticizing as I’ve done 

to hams in the past and about Baofeng 

radios.  An experience with one of 

these no-name “KingFast” Chinese 

SSDs in a refurbished PC I bought 

is an indication of quality.  When I 

replaced it with reputable name-brand 

SSD, all was well again.  It’s hard to 

disagree with their comment based on the 

current state of things. 

 

The computer industry is mature.  Enterprise customers were looking at pulling back from the ever-increasing cost of 

the cloud with a return to cheap on-premise solutions in 2023-2024.  Take that hardware off the market and go all-in 

on an otherwise not profitable solution called AI.  Scare System Admins and the C-level executive suite that all 

encryption is going to be broken by Quantum computing where everyone will know your secrets.  All of a sudden, you 

have a lot of people spending money to build AI data centers and enterprise customers spending money to replace 

legacy IT equipment (which needs storage and memory) with “PQC” (post-quantum cryptography) capable assets.  

PQC is a not yet proven theory of needing capable hardware being secure/resistant/safe against quantum computer 

attacks that are “coming.” 

I, like many others are hoping this ends sooner than later.  I started to replace desktop PCs around the house last year.  

I had hoped to have done the same for Network Attached Storage (NAS) and network gear (routers, switches).  Those 

will have to wait for now. 

 

In the meantime, I’m ensuring data integrity with drive maintenance: SMART tests on drives, ZFS & Btrfs scrubs, 

Btrfs checks, and ZFS copies on file systems with extra room.  Making sure backups are valid and replication is 

occurring.  Using tools like SpinRite hoping to extend drive life for at least the next 12 to 18 months. 

When I’m not doing all that, I’m digging deeper into the box of forgotten hopes and dreams - working on old projects 

that were never finished instead of buying something new.  I always have sorting to do with pictures and text 

messages, similar to what I was doing when we all had loads of free time in 2021. 

 

I wanted to take a moment to write about the passing of prominent tech journalist, TV personality, podcaster, and 

fellow ham, John C. Dvorak – KJ6LNG, Liquid Natural Gas he would say.  John became a contributing editor in 1986 

and known for his influential columns in PC Magazine.  A product would sell if John liked it.  He was a tough one to 

convince, though. 

Writing for Forbes, Forbes Digital, PC World, Barrons, MacUser, PC/Computing, Smart Business as well as other 

magazines and newspapers.  He wrote well over 4,000 articles and authored or co-authored more than 14 books over 

M.2 NVME 4 TB SSD average storage price over 18-months (PCPartPicker) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-hosting_(network)
http://www.k8jtk.org/2026/06/08/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-june-2026-edition/
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http://www.k8jtk.org/2023/02/27/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2023-edition/
http://www.k8jtk.org/2023/02/27/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2023-edition/
https://isaiprofitable.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quantum_computing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-quantum_cryptography
https://www.grc.com/sr/spinrite.htm
http://www.k8jtk.org/2021/02/21/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2021-edition/
https://www.dvorak.org/blog/2026/07/21/john-c-dvorak-has-passed-away-may-he-rest-in-peace/


his career.  Later moving to radio and television, he was on 

the start-up team for CNet TV as well as ZDTV.  At ZDTV 

(and TechTV) was host of Silicon Spin doing 1,000 live 

and live-to-tape TV shows. 

 

After television, he hosted the video podcast CrankyGeeks 

and was a regular contributing voice on This Week in Tech.  

At the time of his death, he was co-hosting DH Unplugged, 

a market and finance podcast with investor Andrew 

Horowitz (Horowitz & Company), and a news 

deconstruction podcast called No Agenda with Adam Curry 

– K5ACC (MTV, Podcasting 2.0). 

 

In March of 2026, John suffered a heart attack resulting in a 

double bypass.  He was in recovery and doing well.  

Unfortunately, John’s own hardware finally gave out on 

Monday morning, July 20th, 2026, at age of 80. 

 

I cited John as an influence in my How I Write for the OSJ.  

I had some E-mail exchanges with him and he loved how 

my last name is not pronounced how it is spelled.  As a 

former viewer of This Week in Tech, I found his dry humor 

and his gag of changing Leo’s phone language to Russian 

or Korean hilarious.  I appreciated his cynical realistic view that countered many tech journalist’s unabashed 

optimism.  He questioned everything including conventional knowledge.  John always had a interesting story or life 

experience to share on just about everything.  Rest in Peace, KJ6LNG/SK. 

 

Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Affiliated Clubs Coordinator 
 

Terry Windsor, KI8N 

ki8n.tw@gmail.com  

 

https://www.dhunplugged.com/
https://www.noagendashow.net/
https://podcastindex.org/
http://www.k8jtk.org/2024/02/04/ohio-section-journal-the-technical-coordinator-february-2024-edition/
mailto:ki8n.tw@gmail.com


Greetings in August! 

This month is the ARRL America250 WAS where Ohio gets to be W1AW/8 from August 12 - 18. 

Has your club signed up or contacted Anthony Luscre about being one of the activating stations? 

There is still time for club stations to select times on the activation schedule and make contacts 

across the USA and Worldwide DX. This is the last time for this program where Ohio is the 

activating station. More information about it here: W1AW/8 Information - tiny.cc/w1aw8-info. 

Another upcoming activity your club can support is the Ohio QSO Party. This contest is only 12 hours, starting 

Saturday, 8/22 at 1600 UTC (Noon in Ohio). Is your club in a rarely activated county? If so, your club station will be 

high in demand and keep club member operators hopping. Last year there were 26 counties that did not have reported 

activations. 

Broken Record Time: Has your Ohio Affiliated club completed their 2026 ARRL Annual Report or renewed their 

Special Service Club (SSC) endorsement. If you are reading this, at your next club meeting/event please bring this 

up and inquire if your contact person will take a few minutes to update the club information at 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club and renew your SSC at https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application. Two thirds of this year 

is over, and I and the ARRL would appreciate it if your club could take care of this item. It is not difficult and if you 

need assistance accessing your club’s information or filling out the application, please let me know and I will be 

happy to assist. Just contact me via email listed by my name. 

This week I am supporting a First Friday event in Mount Vernon with the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club. We 

will have a KX3 and AX1 antenna set up to receive and display FT8, a CW key with an oscillator for the public to 

try, ARRL and club information, and a homemade video showing what hams do. If your club has supported an event 

or activity and you would like to have it recognized in the Ohio Section Journal drop me an email and I will include 

it listing the information and pictures you include. 

Till next month, Ham It UP! 

73. 

Terry, KI8N 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Section Manager 
 

Al Andress – KD8ZBS 

KD8ZBS@gmail.com 

http://tiny.cc/w1aw8-info
http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application
mailto:KD8ZBS@gmail.com


  

 

And Here it Comes…… 
 

Wow that was fast… Of course I am speaking about the speed of which our summer break has sped by us. Or 

maybe it was the speed of sound that traversed the air from my antenna to yours. Who know, either way it was fast. 

  

Day lite hours are getting fewer as a reminder that colder weather will be here sooner than what we may like. It 

seems the list of items to get done in time for our winter hibernation in our shacks warming up by the warm output 

of our radios will be here before we will have had time to complete that list of improvements and repairs we wanted 

to complete outside. Oh and then for many, there is the ever increasing honey-do-list. Will we ever have everything 

complete? It is not looking like it. 

  

Back in March we took a hit from a significant hail storm here in a small portion of NW Ohio that was laying down 

ping pong ball sized hail (actually measured by NWS standards).  As a result, my location encountered a significant 

loss to the exterior of our home and outbuildings which included my antennas and its supporting systems along with 

some outdoor personal property losses. 

  

I am happy to report that our insurance company did a great job covering our losses and our local contractors were 

able to complete a total exterior tear off and replacement in addition to our wood stove chimney getting replaced as 

a result of the damage. The antenna systems, well they were covered by insurance but that leaves me to get the 

boom lift here and go skyward for a day to get the antennas installed, adjusted and cables ran. The only question is 

when before it becomes too cold for this radio operator. I am hoping the calendar will allow sometime in September 

for this part of the project completion. 

  

And let’s not forget that school is getting ready to start in less than two weeks for many school districts which 

means kids will be walking, hitching a ride with a parent, or riding that big yellow, cannot miss, school bus. 

Remember, flashing red lights and that stop sign sticking out the side of the bus means STOP, do not pass, and do 

not go around on the left or the right side because you are in a hurry, or failed to see those red lights or that STOP 

sign. The lives of children are more important that you getting to your destination a minute sooner. Stay alert and 

save lives. 

  

Stay safe, enjoy the warm weather we have left for this year and keep keying that mic calling CQ, CQ, CQ! 

 

Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Assistant Ohio Section Manager for Northwest Ohio 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

 

Hi everyone! 

 

Welcome to August! Here in Stark County, we'll be enjoying county fairs and local festivals this month. Of course, 

there's much more happening across the Ohio Section as well. 

 

Traffic at arrl-ohio.org continues to be brisk. I'm currently having some issues with the website's traffic counter, but 

I hope to have that resolved by next month. For now, I can only view statistics from the past week. During that 

period, the Hamfest and Swap & Shop pages were the second and third most-visited destinations on the site, with 

the home page, as always, holding the top spot. So, let's take a moment to talk about those two popular resources. 

 

First up is the Hamfest page. This is where we list every hamfest taking place throughout the Ohio Section. While 

you can also find hamfest information on the national ARRL website, there's one important difference. The ARRL 

website lists only ARRL-approved hamfests, while our page includes all hamfests held in Ohio, including those that 

are not ARRL sanctioned. There aren't many of those, but there are enough that we think it's worthwhile to include 

them. 

 

I've mentioned the Swap & Shop page before, but it's worth another reminder. At arrl-ohio.org, we post classified 

ads submitted by Ohio amateurs. It's completely free, and you do not have to be an ARRL member to participate. 

Once your ad is posted, it remains online for 30 days. The rules are simple and can be found at the top of the page. 

 

Next, let's talk about the Section Calendar. I update it each month using information submitted for the Ohio Section 

Journal, and we always welcome announcements of upcoming club events. It's a great way to help spread the word 

about activities around the state. 

 

While reviewing the calendar recently, I noticed that several club listings could use an update. If your club has a 

listing, please take a few minutes this month to review it and send along any changes you'd like us to make. 

Keeping these entries current helps everyone. 

 

Beginning on August 12 (GMT), W1AW/8 will once again be on the air from Ohio for approximately one week. 

Scheduling information for the operation can be found at arrl-ohio.org. 

 

Coming up on August 22 is the Ohio QSO Party. Held on the fourth Saturday of each August, this is the day when 

Ohio stations take center stage as amateurs from across North America try to work us for points. If you've never 

participated before, give it a try! You'll find complete information at ohqp.org. 

John Myers, WG8X 
Wg8x.radio@gmail.com 

330-936-5021 

      

mailto:Wg8x.radio@gmail.com


 

Then, on the Saturday after Labor Day, is the 19th annual Ohio State Parks On The Air (OSPOTA) Contest. 

Operating from 10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. EDT, this event brings clubs and individual operators to Ohio's beautiful 

state parks for a full day of portable operating. It continues to grow in popularity each year, and it's always a great 

opportunity to get on the air while enjoying the outdoors. More information is available at ospota.org. 

 

Finally, best wishes to everyone attending the ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention in Cincinnati on August 15. 

I hope you have a safe trip, make plenty of new friends, and enjoy a great convention. 

 

73, 

DE WG8X 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to the August 2026 edition of DX This Month. As this is now a monthly column, I will focus on updates 

from upcoming DXpeditions, results from recently finished DXpeditions, as well as pending contests and events. If 

you would like weekly updates as to what you should find on the bands, check out the This Week in DX program 

which is available every Saturday morning at 1200Z. This 10-minute overview is available in podcast and YouTube 

format. Just search for The DX Mentor. Check it out and let me know what you think. 

 Also, I have found an internet radio station that is managed by hams and has hams as DJs, as well as a bi-

weekly one hour show on DX. Check it out at www.w2phradio.com. 

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

The following DX information comes from Bernie, W3UR, editor of the DailyDX, the WeeklyDX, and the 

How’s DX column in QST. If you would like a free 2-week trial of the DailyDX, your only source of real-

time DX information, just drop me a note at thedxmentor@gmail.com 

DX This Month #361 
Bill, AJ8B 

thedxmentor@gmail.com  

www.aj8b.com 

      

http://www.w2phradio.com/
mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
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http://www.aj8b.com/


Registration is now open for W9DXCC 2026, with admission prices staying the same. The 73rd convention will 

take place September 11–12 at the Marriott in Naperville, Illinois, featuring Friday DX and contesting sessions, 

Saturday speakers, exhibits, QSL card checking, and an evening reception and banquet. More details and the 

developing program are available on the convention website. 

 

9N- Nepal - DL4XT is planning an October DXpedition to Nepal, operating under the 

callsign 9N7XT. The operation will cover multiple HF bands with a mix of 

voice, digital, and CW activity. He will be active on SSB, CW 

and FT8 on  

160, 80, 40, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10M. For antennas he’ll be 

using 10–20m 1/4-wave vertical with radials; 40m delta loop; 

80/160m EFHW. QSOs will be uploaded at least once daily on Club Log. 

 

5H – Tanzania - NK8O, Dr. Charles, completed his 5H3DX operations on 

July 3 and left behind a fully functional Elecraft K3 station that was tested 

and working well. The site uses an 87-meter long-wire antenna, which 

performs well on 20–10 meters, though reception was weak or absent on 30–

160 meters. Because remote amateur radio operation is new in Tanzania, Dr. 

Charles contacted the regulatory authority with details of the planned setup. 

He hopes remote operation from the site will make Tanzania easier to log in 

the future, especially around local gray line, with 1500 UTC being a practical 

operating time from the U.S. Future improvements may include gain 

antennas and a functional 6-meter antenna. 

 

9Q – Democratic Republic of the Congo - The planned 9TØMD DXpedition to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo scheduled for September 30-October 11 is taking place 

against the backdrop of one of the world’s most serious and long-running humanitarian 

crises. The DRC continues to face conflict, instability, corruption, resource mismanagement, 

and repeated health emergencies, leaving millions affected by poverty and food insecurity. 

Because of the difficult security environment, the team expects expedition costs to rise 

significantly to protect participants and operate safely. The amateur radio community is 

asked to support this effort through individual sponsorships, and the organizers express their 

appreciation for the community’s continued backing. Please check their website which is 

https://www.mdxc.support/9t0md/  

 

V5 – Namibia - DK2WH, Gunter, plans a trip to Namibia from 26 August to 

10 October 2026, operating from Omaruru 

using the V51WH and V55Y. He will operate 

with an IC-7300 and ACOM 1010 amplifier at 

400W, using several antennas including an Op 

tibeam 9-5, verticals, and dipoles for bands 

from 6 to 160 meters. Operating modes 

will include SSB, FT8, RTTY, and some CW. Additional information will be 

available on qrz.com, and the activity will take place alongside his photographic 

work in South Africa. QSL is available via DK2WH bureau or direct, with no Club Log or LoTW support. 

 

 

OH0 – Aland Islands - OH0ERF will be active from August 5 to August 12, 2026, operated holiday style by a 

group of German hams. The team 

plans to operate from 160 m through 10 m, including WARC-79 bands, using 

CW, SSB, and FT8, with 6 m added if conditions allow. This includes an 

IC-7610, two IC-7300 transceivers, and an ACOM 700S amplifier. Planned 

antennas include a 3-band delta loop, a 3-element 3-band Mosley beam, 40 

https://www.mdxc.support/9t0md/


m and 160 m verticals, and various wire antennas. 

T DAH 
 

  

 

 

 
 

Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is trying to 

move up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best 

“catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. Of course, 

conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not 

work the contest and have some fun!  

Let me know if you participate in this contest and how you do! 

   

Contest Start Date End Date 

Maryland-DC QSOP 8/8/2026 8/9/2026 

Great Lakes Division Convention 8/15/2026  

Hawaii QSOP 8/22/2026 8/24/2026 

Ohio QSOP 8/22/2026 8/23/2026 

Kansas QSOP 8/29/2026 8/30/2026 

All Asian DX Contest, SSB 9/5/2026 9/6/2026 

Tennessee QSOP 9/6/2026 9/7/2026 

Colorado QSOP 9/12/2026 9/13/2026 

New Jersey QSOP 9/12/2026 9/13/2026 

Texas QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

Iowa QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

Washington QSOP 9/19/2026 9/20/2026 

 

 
DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 

 
 



CQ WW DX Contest, RTTY 9/26/2026 9/27/2026 

Maine QSOP 9/26/2026 9/27/2026 

  Until next month, this is Bill, AJ8B saying 73 and thanks to my XYL Karen for her love and support. I 

Hope to hear you in the pileups! Have a great DX month! 

 

  

 

 

DX BULLENTIN 
 

SB DX ARL ARLD031 

ARLD031 DX news 

  

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, 

Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all. 

  

3D2, FIJI. Barry, KD6XU, is QRV as 3D2BP from Yasawa Islands, OC-156. Activity is on 40, 30, and 20 meters 

using CW, SSB, and FT8. 

  

C3, ANDORRA. The C37EME team is QRV from August 5 to 10 for EME from Andorra. Activity is on VHF and 

UHF using digital modes. 

  

C6, BAHAMAS. Eric, K9GY, is QRV as C6AYM from Eleuthera Island, NA-001, from August 5 to 10. Activity 

is on 80 through 6 meters using CW. He will also participate in the WAE DX CW Contest. 

  

CT, PORTUGAL. Rede dos Emissores Portugueses, REP, is QRV as CR60A from August 3 to 10 celebrating the 

60th anniversary of the 25th of April Bridge in Lisbon. Activity is on the HF bands using CW and SSB, and via the 

QO-100 satellite. 

  

EY, TAJIKISTAN. Girts, YL2KL, and Kaspars, YL1ZF, will be QRV as EY35S during the WAE DX CW 

Contest, August 8 and 9. Activity is on CW. 

  

OH0, ALAND ISLANDS. Team OH0ERF is QRV from EU-002 from August 5 to 12. Activity is on 160 through 

6 meters using CW, SSB, and FT8. 

  

OX, GREENLAND. Bo, OZ1DJJ, is QRV as OX3LX from Meteorite Island, NA-134, August 9 through 17. 

Activity is on 6 meters with occasional HF operation. 



  

P4, ARUBA. Mat, DL4MM, is QRV as P40AA from Aruba, SA-036, from August 6 to 10. Activity is on 160 

through 6 meters using CW, SSB, and digital modes, with emphasis on the WAE DX CW Contest. 

  

T2, TUVALU. Aki, JK1JXZ, is QRV as T2JK through August 14. Activity is on 80 through 6 meters on various 

modes. 

  

UR, UKRAINE. Kostiantyn, UT2UCN, is QRV as special event station EN35UKR throughout August celebrating 

the 35th anniversary of Ukraine's independence. Activity is on 80 meters through 70 centimeters on various modes. 

  

YS, EL SALVADOR. Rikk, WE9G, is QRV as YS/WE9G August 7 to 14. Activity is on 160 through 6 meters 

using CW, SSB, and FT8. 

  

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO. Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest, QRP Fox Hunt, NCCC FT4 Sprint, 

Weekly RTTY Test, NCCC Sprint Ladder, K1USN Slow Speed Test, WAE DX Contest CW, ARRL EME Contest, 

SKCC Weekend Sprintathon, Maryland-DC QSO Party, Kentucky State Parks on the Air, and SARL HF Digital 

Contest are all scheduled for this weekend. 

  

4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint, K1USN Slow Speed Test, ICWC Medium Speed Test, OK1WC 

Memorial (MWC), ICWC Medium Speed Test, Worldwide Sideband Activity Contest, ICWC Medium Speed Test, 

ZL Sprint, DARC FT4 Contest, Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest, NAQCC CW Sprint, Phone Weekly Test, 

MMMonVHF/DUBUS 144 MHz Meteorscatter Sprint Contest, A1Club AWT, CWops Test (CWT), VHF-UHF 

FT8 Activity Contest, Mini-Test 40, Mini-Test 80, CWops Test (CWT), and VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest-NA 

are on tap for August 10 to August 13. 

  

Please see August QST, page 84, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest 

websites for details. 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  



 

 
 

VE Sessions 
 
The following information is for ALL exam sessions: 

It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before taking 

any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a valid photo ID 

and $15.00 - Cash preferred.  

Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will 

apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License 

upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam sessions. 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Session for 2026: February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 

2026,  December 10, 2026 

Sponsor: DeForest Amateur Radio Club 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541 

Email: K8WEH@arrl.net 

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location: Adams County EMA Office, 33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

Alliance Amateur Radio Club 

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club holds quarterly VE testing, at the Christ United Methodist Church in Alliance.  

The 2026 dates are Sept 26, 2026, at the Christ United Methodist Church (470 E. Broadway St, Alliance, OH) 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA).  

Club Corner 
This is YOUR corner of the newsletter. Send us what your club is 

doing, and we’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or 

club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to 

us!. Need help with a project? Send it to us.  

Let us know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a 

special guest at your meeting or are you having a special 

anniversary?  

Send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org    

mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net
https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org


Registration begins at 8 AM, and testing at 9am. More information can be found att www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-
exams/. 

 

All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) hosts testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month in 

Lancaster.  Our testing sessions use Examtools, a digital testing platform, and administers the exams on 

tablets. Simply sign up for a free account at https://hamstudy.org/register and then search for our session and 

register through the Hamstudy website. Reach out with any questions to Jarrod – KE8MBL at hamexams@atara-

w8atr.fun. 

CARS 

VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski 

Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd 

month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for details  

 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                                          

What:CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  

When: On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM  Dec 13th, 2025.  

Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  45503   

This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left driving 

straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the door with the 

"Employees Only" sign. 

   

For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com 

 

The Central Ohio Radio Club (CORC)  

Administers ARRL-VEC testing in the Central Ohio area. 

Our test dates for 2026 are as follows: January 17, April 18, July 18, and October 17. 

Time and location for these dates is 10:00am at the Westerville Fire Station #111, 400 W. Main 

St in Westerville, Ohio.  

Pre-Registration is required, and open the 1st of each testing month. All information is available 

at www.ae8fp.net 

 

Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club VE Testing 

Exam sessions are held on monthly. For a complete list of upcoming sessions, locations and registration, visit 

https://cfarc-edu.org/registration.  

 

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 

 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If you 

have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 

 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Sessions for 2026: 

February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 2026,  December 10, 2026 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541  Email: K8WEH@arrl.net   

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location:  Adams County EMA Office  33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

The Findlay Radio Club  

http://www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/
http://www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/
https://hamstudy.org/register
http://www.2cars.org/
mailto:buzz@baylorhill.com
http://www.ae8fp.net/
https://cfarc-edu.org/registration
mailto:exams.w8bi@gmail.com
mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net


The Findlay Radio Club sponsors an Exam Session the second Saturday of 

every month except September when we have our Hamfest. The Exam Session takes place at the Findlay Radio 

Club, 1333 West Sandusky St., Findlay Ohio  45839. The session begins at 9 AM. Pre-registration is recommended, 

but not required. You can pre-register at hamstudy.org. We can also give Exams remotely on-line on your schedule 

if you can't make to a session. 

 

The club has meetings on the first and third Thursdays at the clubhouse at 7:30 PM. The meetings are also available 

on Zoom. Contact N8ET if you would like to log in. All are welcome. 

We also meet at the club on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5 (or later!) to talk about anything Ham Radio. The 

sessions are geared toward new Hams. Everyone brings their questions and equipment they would like to show off 

or learn how to use. This Sunday we are going to install and learn to use Flgigi, Flmsg, and Flamp. In past sessions 

we have built antennas, fired up new rigs, and generally had a good time! 

 

Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)   

Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are always 

welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam. 

Watch for 2026 dates.  

 

Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 

12518 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital and 

just east of the Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 322 and 

State Route 87 on Merritt Road. 

   

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take your 

test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking the 

General or Extra exam. 

Additional info may be obtained from Jackie Welch, N8JMW by email  n8jmw2@gmail.ccom  or calling at 440-

228-2716.  More information is available from the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  
https://geaugaara.org  
 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club 

Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. Feb, 

Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  ab8yk@hotmail.com  

 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding Amateur Radio license exams Watch for 2026 dates.  

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second 

month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 

306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. The tests will start at 12 

noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier. 

To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete one 

ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 605” 

and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN (FCC 

Registration Number). Social Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and don’t have 

a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link. 

 

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam itself 

is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with your picture 

is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440) 

256-0320, or scottfarnham@roadrunner.com 

 

http://hamstudy.org/
mailto:n8jmw2@gmail.ccom
https://geaugaara.org/
mailto:ab8yk@hotmail.com
mailto:scottfarnham@roadrunner.com


 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC will 

e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 days of the 

e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades. 

 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                               

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) hosts exam sessions on the first Saturday each 

month at 10:00 am in Lancaster Ohio at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr., Lancaster Ohio. 

To register for an exam, Click Here. 

Questions: Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org. 

 

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association        

All VE sessions for 2026 will be on the 2nd Saturday of each month except for July. No testing in July. Check in 

(with FRN) at 1:00PM and testing at 1:30 PM. 

We are located at the Columbiana County EMA, 215 south Market St., Lisbon, OH. 

Contact Don Kemp, NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com. 

No phone calls. 

We can usually have a VE session at our monthly meetings each month. We are currently meeting on the 2nd 

Tuesday (except for June, we have a Nuke drill that day) at 6:30 PM at the Columbiana County EMA. The meeting 

day may change so email for details. 

Madison County                                                                                                                        

The Madison County Amateur Radio Club Laurel testing group offers testing on the first 

Thursday of January, March, May, July 10, September and November. Tests are held at 7:00PM 

at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St. London, OH. There is no Fee for testing. 

Pre-Registration is not required but preferred. Walk-ins are welcome. You are required to have 

proper ID, an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more 

information or to get pre-registered send email to exams@mcarcoh.org. 

 

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC)  

No charge VE exams are normally given the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.Miami Township Civic 

Center 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH 45150The facility is handicapped accessible.  Map and further details are 

on our website.Pre-registration is required:   https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams 

 

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                           

Six VE testing sessions in 2025.  Registration is appreciated but walk-ins are welcome.  Contact Elaine, KC8FOS 

for more information or to register.  ewilkinson1951@gmail.com or 216-337- 
4235. 

Saturday Jan 3, Saturday  March 7, Saturday May 2, Saturday September 5, and Saturday  November 7. 

Sessions are held at the Fairview Park Library, 21255 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 44126. 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the 

PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org . 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me (Jim Wilson – AC8NT) at jawilson@j3solutions.com  

 

Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX  

https://hamstudy.org/sessions/LFCARC/all
mailto:nn8b.oh@gmail.com
mailto:exams@mcarcoh.org
https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
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mailto:jawilson@j3solutions.com


VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 

420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, 

exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current 

ham radio license. For more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET. 

 

 

Silvercreek ARA (SARA) 

Holds six exam sessions per year for all license classes. Pre-registration requested but not required.  

Watch for 2026 dates. 

All sessions begin at 10:00am. For directions and test information visit https://w8wky.org/license-exams/. Pre-

Registration to expedite paperwork is requested, but not required at https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/. 

Sign up and if you aren't ready or can't make it, just notify the VE team lead. 

 

West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 10:00 

AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, Ohio 45069. For more 

information and links to register, please see our website at https://wc8voa.org/licensing/  
 

 

Your Club news should be listed here! 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and 

we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG 

 
 

Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 
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Although as you read this, the Ohio South 40 has experienced its first hamfest of the fall season. The Annual 

Columbus Hamfest is now a memory. It kicked the season off on August 1 at the Shrine Temple in Grove City. 

For the 36th year it was sponsored by the Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit. Due to vaction travels, I did not make it 

this year for the first time in many years, but past years have very enjoyable and well worth the trip. 

 

Speaking of hamfests, many hams from throughout the Great Lakes Division of Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio 

are looking forward to the upcoming August 15 travel to the Great Lakes Division Convention to be held 

during the Cincinnati Hamfest. It takes place at the Clermont County Fairgrounds, 1000 Locust Street in 

Owensville, OH with gates opening at 6:30 AM for vendor set up and public admission at 8. For those early 

arrivals a biscuit and gravy breakfast will be available with lunch also offered. The Highland ARA will 

support the event with a free test session at 10 AM that morning. Southwest Ohio DX Association Presidnet 

Bill Salyers will present a program devoted to DX. This year the Bellbrook ARA will be honored as the Club 

of the Year. Although there are all kinds of prize tickets packages available, admission is only $10. There is 

even overnight camping available. More event information is available at the www.cincinnatihamfest.org 

website. 

 

 

During August the Tri-State ARA and Portsmouth RC to host hamfests in the region. 

The Tri-State ARA’s event will be held at the New Baptist Church, 610 28th Street, 

Huntington, WV on August 8. Then just down river, on August 22 the Portsmouth RC 

will hold their fest. This year the venue is at a new location -- the Faith Baptist Church 

Community Center in Wheelersburg. This new facilty will accommodate the fleamarket 

and vendors in a single room. A biscuit and gravy breakfast will be available this year. 

Tickets are now available by contacting Jennifer or Mike at Shawnee Computers in New 

Boston. Tickets for it and the November Georgetown Hamfest will be available at the 

Highland ARA’s flea market table a the Great Lakes Division Hamfest. A free VE 

session will also be conducted. 

It always amazes me how many amateurs have never attended a hamfest-NOT ONE! So should you be one of 

those members, how do you know you won’t like it? Try to attend one along with a carload of your amateur 

radio friends. You might actually enjoy it. 

September 12 will be here before we know it and with that date comes the annual Ohio State Parks on the 

Air operating event/contest. The goal is very simple, just try to work as many of Ohio’s State Parks as you 

Ohio’s 
 
 

      

http://www.cincinnatihamfest.org/


 

 

can within the alloted bands, modes and time. And for those of you that like Field Day, POTA or SOTA 

this is another opportunity to drag the equipment into a park, erect antennas and get yourself radio active 

for a few hours passing along credit for working that park to several hundred fellow amateurs who are try 

to work them all. Last year over 7,100 contacts from 56 logs were made from the parks activated. Over a 

dozen South 40 region parks had no logs submitted for whatever reason. If you enjoy Field Day, SOTA or 

POTA you will probably find OSPOTA as enjoyable as it is a much shorter event. Interested? Check out 

www.ospota.org for more info. 

With summer time activities begin winding down and folks are thinking of vacation travels, county fairs 

and getting the kids or grandkids back to school, I decided to make the column short, sweet and to the 

point. 

John, W8KIW 

jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 (landline-leave a message) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

National News 

(from ARRL and other sources) 
 

August QST Club Spotlight 

 

Official Sponsor of ARRL Year of the Club 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Club 

 
Ravenna, Ohio’s Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) refers to themselves as the “fun” club — 

K8BF stands for “Kilowatt Eight Big Fun” — but that doesn’t mean they don’t work hard to give back to their 

members. Holding more than 30 hours’ worth of activities every week distinguished them as the Dayton 

Hamvention ® Club of the Year in 2018; it is this consistent effort that keeps the group thriving. “Being a larger 

club demands a lot of people running the programs or activities,” said PCARS Vice President Tom Sly, 

WB8LCD, “and a lot of people participating.” It’s a positive sort of pressure because “if we weren’t having fun 

and providing an atmosphere of friendship, we’d have a problem, but we all seem to pull together,” he 

explained. 

http://www.ospota.org/
mailto:jlevo@cinci.rr.com
mailto:highlandara@gmail.com


 

 

 

Something for Everyone 

 

PCARS has a rotating schedule of special interest groups (SIGs) every Tuesday evening. Each SIG is an 

 

ARRL Affiliation date: April 20, 2006 Meetings: Monthly Website: www.portcars.org/wp Focus: On-air events, 

POTA, newsletter 

 

informal meeting centered around a speciic ham radio topic suggested by members. For example, the irst SIG of 

the month might be all about Linux and Raspberry Pi, and the following SIG might have a portable theme. 

Everyone is invited regardless of license class or experience level, giving all members a chance to learn more 

about these topics. 

 

Operating events are a PCARS forte. “ARRL Field Day is the highlight of the year,” said the club’s 3-year 

trustee Bob Hadjak, N8QE, as the club consistently boasts around 60 participants or more each year. Besides 

holding Winter Field Day when the cold settles in, PCARS hosts the annual Freeze Your Acorns Off event — 

the name being a reference to their black squirrel mascot (such squirrels can be seen in and around Ravenna). 

As stated on their website, the rules are simple: they “gather on some cold Saturday to thumb their noses at 

Mother Nature” and score some low- power contacts. Roast Your Acorns Off is its summer counterpart, and it 

was scheduled to debut in July 2026 as of press time. 

 

PCARS inds that Parks on the Air ® (POTA® ) similarly keeps their members engaged. Their portable 

operations-themed SIG organizes group “Parkpeditions” to activate local parks. These allow for some practice 

leading up to their widely 

 

Founded: 2005 Voting licensed amateur members: 153 Members: 153 Section: Ohio 

 

acclaimed annual Ohio State Parks on the Air (OSPOTA) Contest, for which the goal is to work as many of 

Ohio’s 76 state parks as possible. This year’s event will be held on September 12. Past PCARS President Jim 

Wilson, AC8NT, said, “The POTA events championed by Gene, W8NET, and John, WG8X, have, in my 

opinion, brought new life into the club and into ham radio.” 

 

Always On the Air 

 

To keep each other in the loop on activities and events, more goings-on not detailed here are in The Radiogram, 

PCARS’s exemplary newsletter highlighted in the May 2023 “Club Station” column. J. C. Wilson, KC8JC, has 

since taken the editorial reins from Tom Parkinson, KB8UUZ. “The Radiogram is still edited as a monthly 

recap of the activities we’ve done the prior month, along with listings and schedules for all of the upcoming 

activities,” he said. Its format is tried and true, like so many of this club’s endeavors. 

 

“PCARS does a lot of things right,” relected Jim Wilson, AC8NT. “I think one of the best things it does is get 

its members on the air.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

08/15/2026 - CINCINNATI HAMFEST℠ , ARRL 

GREAT LAKES DIVISION CONVENTION 

Location: Owensville, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest / Division Convention 

Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://cincinnatihamfest.org/ 

Learn More 

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest 

Location: Cortland, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 

Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 

Learn More 

08/22/2026 - PORTSMOUTH RADIO CLUB 2026 

HAMFEST 

Location: Wheelersburg, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee 

Computer,1776 Guns and Ammo  

Website: https://www.portsmouthradioclub.com 

Learn More 

 

09/13/2026 - FINDLAY HAMFEST 
Location: Findlay, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 

Website: http://findlayradioclub.org 

Learn More 

09/27/2026 - CLEVELAND HAMFEST 
Location: Berea, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Association of Cleveland 

Website: https://www.HAC.org 

Learn More 

10/10/2026 - WILLIAMS COUNTY ARA 

HAMFEST 

Location: Montpelier, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: WCARA 

Website: http://ka8ofe.weebly.com 

Learn More 

 

10/11/2026 - ASHLAND TRUNKFEST 

Location: Ashland, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Ashland Area Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://www.n8ihi.org/ 

Learn More 

 

11/01/2026 - 2026 MASSILLON ARC HAMFEST 

AT MAPS 
Location: N. Canton, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://w8np.net 

Learn More 

 

 

 

 

Ohio Hamfests 2026 
We do have Hamfests Scheduled 

      

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-arrl-great-lakes-division-convention-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-arrl-great-lakes-division-convention-1
https://cincinnatihamfest.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-arrl-great-lakes-division-convention-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3
http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/warren-hamfest-3
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2026-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2026-hamfest-1
https://www.portsmouthradioclub.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/portsmouth-radio-club-2026-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-13
http://findlayradioclub.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/findlay-hamfest-13
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.hac.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
http://ka8ofe.weebly.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ashland-trunkfest-1
https://www.n8ihi.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ashland-trunkfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
http://w8np.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps


 

 

1/07/2026 - GEORGETOWN / GRANT ARC 

HAMFEST 

Location: Georgetown, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Grant Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://grantamateurradioclub.yolasite.com/ 

Learn More 

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention 
I want to personally invite everyone to the ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention on Saturday, August 15th.  

The event will be held at the Cincinnati Hamfest located at the Clermont County Fairgrounds just outside of 

Cincinnati. 

This will be a great opportunity to meet and speak with your ARRL representatives.  In addition, I will be a 

forum speaker discussing the ARRL and the Radio Community. 

Highlights of the event include: 

• Free Parking 

• Overnight RV parking (including water and electric), Two Admission Tickets and Flea Market space for 

only $40 (deadline week prior to event) 

• Inside tables only $5 each 

• Air-Conditioned Seating 

• Courtesy Transportation 

• Great Food Onsite 

• VE Testing 

• Forums 

• Large Flea Market 

I hope you will join us for this opportunity to meet others who love Amateur Radio and I do. 

 

Ron, AC8MA 

MilfordHamRadio.org 

president@milfordhamradio.org 
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Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s 

FREE!!  

Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & 

Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well. The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales 

and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the 

webpage.  You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at. 

   

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll 

advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this 

newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there 

for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No 

licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.  

 

Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and 

require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post 

to:  swap@arrlohio.org   

 

 

  

 
The famous 'King Midget Micro-Car' was invented in 1946 in Athens Ohio and was manufactured until 1969. The 

Model I is the smallest "Street-Legal" American-made motorcar ever built, and for much of its early history, was 

actually sold as a mailorder kit! During the 1960's, the King Midget was the 6th largest automobile manufacturer in 

the United States. 

 

In August 2026, dozens of these amazing little cars will visit Athens Ohio for the 80th Anniversary King Midget 

Jamboree. Regional Amateur Radio operators will join this celebration with a special worldwide shortwave station, 

using the callsign 'K8M'. for the most part, we will be following the highly successful 70th Anniversary 

(2016) playbook which logged over 600 contacts worldwide, and issued hundreds of QSL's. If you hold a valid FCC 

Amateur Radio License, you are invited to apply to be a guest control operator for this station!  Read 

ore: https://K8M.info/planning 

 

 
  

Swap & Shop 
Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop 

page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   

Here’s a link that will take you there…   

 

      

mailto:swap@arrlohio.org
https://k8m.info/planning


 

 

 

 

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur 

Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission 

has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal 

Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license 

documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to 

receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization 

— as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License 

Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an 

“official” printed copy of your license*     

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Volunteers Wanted! 

 
The SARGE is looking for volunteers to help in the radio room at the Ohio EMA/EOC, 

this is on a rotational basis of at least once a month, fill in as needed and help with 

exercises if available.  

 

Must be a General Class or higher. Candidates will be operating the Ohio HF Net and 

checking into the OHDEN nets on Tuesday evenings, training will be provided. If you are 

interested, please contact Bret KD8SCL at kd8scl@pm.me 
 

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Bret Stemen, KD8SCL Section Traffic Manager – Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Asst Section Manager – John Levo, W8KIW Asst Section Manager – Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Mat Nickoson,   

KC8NZJ 

Asst Section Manager – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Terry Windsor, KI8N 

 

 

 

  

 

Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio 

Section Journal 
 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) are archived on the website? 

      



 

 

 

 
 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge 

all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to 

receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 

fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past 

newsletters are now archived to The Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) is produced as a comprehensive look at all the 

programs within the Ohio Section. I sincerely hope that 

you have enjoyed this edition of the OSJ and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news 

and information about the Ohio Section, and from around 

the world!  

 

  

 

Final…Final 

 

Chit – Chat, and All That! 
Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? 

Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have 

them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  

      

mailto:Opt-In@arrl-ohio.org?subject=Opt-in


 

 

While visiting Field Day Sites back in June, several folks approached me as well as a friend asking why most 

clubs don’t work together. This means clubs within their counties and neighboring counties, this is a great idea 

and clubs should have a relationship with other clubs just as most county ARES teams do. Building that 

relationship with other clubs could and may have a positive effect for the relationship between the clubs. For an 

example, one club may have a low membership (XXXX Club) while another club within the county or a 

neighboring county may have a high membership (ZZZZ Club. The XXXX Club could visit and/or talk to 

ZZZZ club and come up ideas on how to increase their membership and start building that relationship between 

the clubs or even come up with presentations, exercises, electronic projects to name a few. 

In the county where I live, there are 2 clubs and some of the hams are members of both clubs, there are times 

when suggestions are passed between both clubs. Why not establish a relationship with a club surrounding your 

county. Most ARES Teams has established a relationship with their surrounding counties and they work and 

help each other with Public Service events and Community Events all the time.  

If and when a major event strikes a county, the county ARES members may be taking care of their own families 

and unable to active for some time. Most ARES teams are supported by a local club and some are not. This is a 

reason I believe for clubs to build a relationship with other clubs just as most ARES Teams has. I know that 

some counties do not have ARES Teams, but the club may have an Emergency Communications Team for that 

counties activation in the event of a major event. 

We as clubs with experienced and older generation hams should be mentoring “New Hams”, encourage and 

help them with any questions or concerns they may have, listen to their ideas and take those ideas into 

consideration, this includes the younger generation. Is your club struggling with membership and your numbers 

are low? Does your club have a VE Team? Do you offer the newly licensed ham a free club membership? (6 

month or 1 year) Do you talk to the newly licensed ham about ARES and give them a handout? Does your club 

speak with “New Hams” about ARRL Membership and the benefits included with an ARRL Membership? 

Some clubs are set in their ways and are afraid of change, those clubs should take into consideration that some 

changes may help improve the clubs membership, activities and etc. Avoid heated discussions during the 

meeting, when you have a heated discussion during the meeting with new members in attendance, this will 

discourage the new members and they may not return. The best and worst advertisement is by word of mouth. 

Club board and membership must treat each other with respect. 

 

Thank You! 

 
I would like to say “Thank You” the clubs and members that given me a warm welcome to the local “hamfests” 

that I have attended to date, I apricate being able to meet and speak with you. I look forward to the upcoming 

hamfests and being able to meet and speak with everyone. 

 

 

Now it’s time to start figuring out which hamfests to get to in 2026. There are a couple BIG Fests worth going 

to if you can make it, there are some right in our own back yard!  I’ll look forward to seeing you there and at 

many other Fests and Events throughout the Ohio Section this year! 

 

Share the Magic of Radio! 

 

73, 

Bret, KD8SCL 
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