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The Prez Says

by Bryan Torok,
N8OOF

The June Meeting
program was NVIS
(Near Vertical Inci-
dence Skywave) An-
tennas. This ever po-
pular topic was pre-
sented by Eric Jessen,
N8AUC. When many of
us started out in Ham
Radio we were taught that the optimal height for
an HF antenna was a quarter wavelength off the

... continue on page 2
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Prez cont.

ground. The assumption was that we all wanted to talk to people
in far away lands and that recommended height was good for
low angle long distance skip. But what if you wanted to talk
people in the next city, county, or state? Then the skip would hop
right over them. Also, many hams don’t have any way to support
an antenna 10 to 20 meters in the air.

The answer is the NVIS antenna which sends the signal up at a
high angle so that it comes back down much closer. Actually, the
effective range of an NVIS antenna typically spans from 0 to 400
miles. Under optimal solar and atmospheric conditions, this range
can occasionally stretch up to 500 to 600 miles. That distance gets
one a large chunck of the U.S.A.; west to Minnesota, south to
Georgia, up into the New England states, and north into Canada.

Eric explained which band is best for daytime NVIS and nighttime
NVIS, the optimal height for each, and even gave an example of
a vehicle-mounted NVIS antenna. He also gave some practical
examples of using NVIS including checking into the Ohio ARES
net.

The July Meeting will be Tuesday, July 28, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting starting about 7:30 p.m.
Our speaker for July will be Troy Blair, AC8OW, from DX
Engineering. He's a very good presenter, and you may have seen
him with Tim Dufty K3LR in DX Engineering online videos. The
topic is tentatively going to be portable QRP operating featuring
a cool new SDR rig which is perfect for POTA activations. Keep
an eye on leara.org and your email for any updates on the
program.

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for
membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00.

LEARA’s address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.

LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits
monetarily if you do so through the club.
Go to 5

instructions therein.

and follow the

Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June)
at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter or, if situation
requires, in a virtual conference meeting online. The LEARA newsletter usually arrives near
the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may vary and often require a reservation. Those
interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are
open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating.

Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months. Meetings are open
to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. Trustees meet at one of
the Cuyahoga County Public Library branches or in a virtual conference room online.

Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for details.


https://www.leara.org
https://www.leara.org
https://leara.org/membership/
https://www.leara.org/files/ARRL_via_LEARA_Appl_Instructions.pdf
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mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edrivers@ameritech.net
mailto:kb8vxe@arrl.net
mailto:km8v@arrl.net
mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:editor@leara.org
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The July Meeting will be at Teamz Restaurant
& Bar, 6611 Eastland Rd, Middleburg
Heights, OH 44130. You can check it out their
menu here:

https://www.teamzsportsbar.com/menu.html

Reservations: Because we will be ordering off
the menu, reservations are not strictly required,
but are appreciated so we can let the restaurant
know how many places to set. Please make your
reservation either on the website,
https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/

or by calling Marv Grossman, W8AZO, at
(440) 248-0031. Come out for the food and
camaraderie.

Future Meetings: The August meeting will be
LEARA’s annual Picnic Meeting at the Kiwanis
Pavilion in Independence Park. As always, if you
have any suggestions for meeting programs,
please contact Eric Jessen, NSAUC, or me.
Contact info is on page 2 in the left column.

Other Ham Radio Picnics coming up: Were
you licensed in 2001 or earlier? If so, you can join
the Quarter Century Wireless Association
(QCWA). For info go to
http://www.qcwa-cleveland-1.org/

or email Bob Winston, W2THU,
w2thu@arrlnet. For those who qualify,
membership in the local club is free, although
they would like you to join the national QCWA
for which there is a fee. Once you are a member,
you can attend their picnic.

QCWA (Cleveland) Chapter 1 is having their
summer picnic meeting on Saturday, August 8,
at Noon in Wiley Park, 610 SOM Center Road
next to the Mayfield Village Police Dept. The
club will supply the hamburgers, hot dogs, buns
and drinks. Bring your own side dishes and
desserts for yourself, or to share with other
guests.

They plan to have a Show & Tell, 50-50, door
prizes, and perhaps live music. Bring a friend!
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PLEASE RSVP so they know how much food to
bring (w2thu@arrl.net) OR text (216-924-3314).

The Ham Radio Meet and Greet: A Multi-
Club Potluck Picnic will be Sunday, August
9, 2026, from 1-4 p.m. at the Keystone Shelter in
the West Creek Reservation of Cleveland
Metroparks, 1969 West Ridgewood Dr., Parma.
This is a potluck style event. To coordinate the
food, go to Perfect Potluck at

https://tinyurl.com/Ham-Radio-Perfect-Potluck.
Drinks will be provided.

There will be door prizes! (Main Prize:
Spooltenna ULTRA-4010 End Fed Half Wave
Portable Wire Antenna with 75’ of RG174 HiViz
Coax) as well as

Raffles, (pay for raffle tickets with cash) and
Raffle Bags (prizes from DX Engineering).
Receive a raffle ticket for using the talk-in! Talk-
in frequency 444.050. Positive offset. PL 131.8.
There will be lots of prizes. In previous years I
won a Diamond 12 Volt power supply and a dual-
band HT. While I can’t guarantee you will win a
prize, the odds are pretty good.

Additional activities include an Amateur Radio
Fox Hunt, led by Andrew, KESWMS and the
Cuyahoga County ARES Trailer open for
viewing!

146.880 Repeater Problems: We're still
working on the feedline and antenna issues.
Coordinating schedules, access to the site, and
the weather conditions have contributed to the
delay.

Until next month, talk on the radio and use the
repeaters. Check into one of the many nets
available on the LEARA repeaters. Join us for a
Saturday morning Trustees Zoom meeting. Join
us on the air, online, or in person. We really want
to see or at least hear from you, even if it is only
by radio or Zoom.


https://www.teamzsportsbar.com/menu.html
https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/
http://www.qcwa-cleveland-1.org/ 
mailto:w2thu@arrl.net
mailto:w2thu@arrl.net
https://tinyurl.com/Ham-Radio-Perfect-Potluck
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Club Net Information
by Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

| The Thursday Club Net is
held 8 p.m. on our 146.760
(or 146.880 backup) MHz
(-600 kHz offset, PL 110.9)
repeater. All nets will be
held on this repeater. Please use it and notify any
trustee of any troubles or issues.

June 2026 Check-Ins 10
ADBPD  Ken | KEBCED Robert
KBARP  Arp KMBV  Jon
KBBVXE Carl | NBAHS Fred
KCBFOV  Mark WEIE  Ed
KCBMRC Bob | WABZHN  Jim

Remember if you missed a net, check out the web
page for a recap of the trivia and discussion
questions.

The tentative Net Control Schedule
scheduled | [7/30/28 | Jim | WABZHN
NCOs | [8/06/26 | Carl | KBBVXE
for the next [ lg/1g/25 | fric | NGAUL
elsare: e n/6 | B | WA
Please check | 18/77/26 | Robert | KEBCED
the website for g /1398 | Fric | NBAUC
assignments, | U9/V/I_|im | WAGEHN
. 09/17/26 | Carl | KBRVXE
- click - "n9/94/76 | Rabert | KEBCED
GIKBBUE [ Carl [WBEE [
OLKMBF [don | WABZIN | Jim
Z | NBALC Eric KEBCED | Robert

*Short time leave **Long term leave

LEARA "On the Air"
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The Wednesday Night Skywarn

Practice Net

The Skywarn season runs from April thru
September. Practice nets are held Wednesday
evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the 146.76 repeater. With
a simplex net to follow on 146.475. Should the
National Weather Service issue a severe storm
warning for Cuyahoga County, a weather net
will be brought up on the 146.76 repeater.

Visit https://n8esg.org/skywarn/ for more infor-

mation and training sessions.

Information about Cleveland Weather operations
can be found at https://wx8cle.org/

An On-Line Storm Spotter training video from
the NWS is available at
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/

858879174941020/

ARES

ARES nets and meetings are held every Tuesday
(Except the third Tuesday of the Month) at 8PM
on 145.410 (+)110.9. A simplex net will be held
afterwards. ARES meetings are in the meeting
room at the Helwig Whistle Stop 599 West
Bagley Rd. Berea, OH. at 7PM the third Tuesday
of each month. More info about ARES can be

found at www.n8esg.org/ares.

Sunshine

Robin Jesson KC8AWO (XYL of Eric Jesson
N8AUC), has been going through some issues
with her back. Eric reports that she is making
progress. Not to be outdone, Eric is coming down
with a health issue. We want the Dynamic Duo
to get back onto the healthy road!

Ed Rivers’ (WS8IE) wife continues to make
progress in her recovery, we wish her continued
advancement.

Please contact Robert Wright (ke8ceo@leara.org)
with information.


https://leara.org/net/
ke8ceo@leara.org
https://n8esg.org/skywarn/
http://n8esg.org/ares/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/858879174941020/
https://wx8cle.org/
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Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions

from www.arrl.org

09/27/2026 - Cleveland Hamfest

Location: Berea, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https:// www.HAC.org

Learn More

July 2026

Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations

from www.arrl.org

08/01/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

09/05/2026 | Fairview Park OH 44126

Sponsor: Northern Ohio

Amateur Radio Society

Location: Fairview Park Library
Time: 10:00 AM

(No Walk-ins / Register or Call ahead)
Learn More

09/13/2026 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Old ElImwood
Recreation Center

Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

10/03/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

11/07/2026 | Fairview Park OH 44126

Sponsor: Northern Ohio

Amateur Radio Society

Location: Fairview Park Library
Time: 10:00 AM

(No Walk-ins / Register or Call ahead)
Learn More


https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-15
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-117
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.HAC.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
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LEARA Meeting
Firehouse Grille & Pub Q
June 30th 2026; Pictures: Carsten Lohrmann zoom

Antennas for Public Service

What else works ?

long wire antenna with a counlsrpoise, kegt low to the ground wil
use,
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Check the Event Support Group Website for more event details

>>> https://n8esg.org/calendar/ <<<

Pan Ohio 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA jul
Hope Ride LEARA meeting VOICE 146.76/R Y
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8 p.m. LEARA MS150 Pedal
August VOICE 146.76/R to the Point
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
MS150 NDMS Drill 8 p.m. LEARA
Pedal to VOICE 146.76/R
the Point
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
TRI CLE 8 p.m. LEARA Cleveland
Triathlon VOICE 146.76/R Bike Fundo
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA
LEARA meeting VOICE 146.76/R
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
8 p.m. LEARA
September VOICE 146.76/R



https://n8esg.org/calendar/
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LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION

TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
July 11th, 2026
held virtually in a Zoom Video Conference
(Subject to Revision)

Attendance:
Bryan Torok, N8OOF; Eric Jessen, N8AUC;
Marv Grossman, W8AZO; Robert Wright,
KESCEO; Ed Rivers, WSIE; Carl Gedeon,
KB8VXE; Jon Anhold, KM8V; Dave
Andrzejewski, AD8G.

Members:
Jim MacMillan, WA8ZHN

Excused:
n/a

Absent:
Eddie Stevens, KDSFTS

1. Call to Order
The president called the meeting to order at
0909 EDT. Recognized and thanked Hamfest
Association of Cleveland for the use of Zoom.

2. Previous Trustee Meeting Minutes:
Motion to accept, Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE.
Seconded by Robert Wright, KESCEO. Motion
carried without objection.

3. Treasurer’s Report
Provided by Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS at the
June 30, 2026 Members Meeting.

4. Membership Report
Marv Grossman, W8AZQO; current members
(paid and family) 112 Thanks to Ed Rivers,
WSIE. His efforts to USPS mail delinquent
members resulted in about 12 renewals.
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5. Venue Chair’s Report/Discussion:

Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS via email. July will
be at Teamz. August will be the Picnic
Meeting at the Kiwanis Pavilion in
Independence Park. Mr. Mike will cater the
picnic, menu the same as last year, $21 per
person. Per the May Trustees’ Meeting
LEARA to charge $20 per person with
LEARA subsidizing the difference. Also,
children when accompanied by an adult will
be free.

6. Upcoming Programs:
Ed Rivers, WSIE presentation on Free Digital
Voice on HF was scheduled for July. Ed may
need to delay to September. He will notify
Eric Jessen, N8AUC. August will be the Picnic
Meeting as noted above. Eric has nothing
further scheduled at this time.

7. Net Report:
Carl Gedeon, KB§VXE; Check-ins are down,
generally around 10 to 12 per week. Carl
displayed a graph showing the number of
check-in for the last three years.

8. Sunshine
Robert Wright, KESCEO; Ed Rivers, WSIE,
wife may need to return to the hospital due
to ongoing health issues.

9. Technical Committee Report:

Dave Andrzejewski, AD8G, reported that he
had confirmed with his contact the $75/year
price for a 4G LTE data sim card. Dave
recommended buying aGL.iNet GL-X3000
(Spitz AX) Cellular Gateway 5G Router
(https://www.amazon.com/dp/BOC5RCQ8N5)
as he is familiar with the set up, it is reliable,
and will accommodate 5G if we need to
upgrade in the future. Motion by Eric Jessen,
N8AUC; second by Marv Grossman, W8AZO;
to authorize Dave to spend up to $450
purchase said router. Passed without
objection.



Bryan Torok, NSOOF reported that he and
Dave the Tower Guy had gone to the 145.880
site. Dave checked the feedline and resecured
it to the tower. He did not find any obvious
damage, but was not able to check it further.
A return trip is planned with equipment to
test the feedline and antenna further
depending on schedules and weather. Over
the last few years, access to the site has
become increasing restricted to the hours the
building maintenance person is available.
Dave Andrzejewski, AD8G, reported that
444.700 should be functioning as a stand-
alone digital (MMDVM) repeater even
without internet access. Further, once the
Cellular Gateway 5G Router described above
is online, 444.700 will be a fully functioning
digital repeater. Dave also stated that the
Internet access will allow the linking of
145.880 and 146.760 for expanded coverage
for nets and public service.

224.90 is still having a noise problem. Dave
Andrzejewski, AD8G, suggested that as the
224 repeater is an ICOM repeater that is more
than 30 years old, perhaps we should
consider replacing it. Dave stated that so far
as he knows Bridgecom is the only
manufacturer making repeaters for the 220
band. Jon Anhold, KM8V, commented that
perhaps we should revisit getting grant. We
need someone to take on the task of writing
the grant application.

Bryan Torok, N8OOF, sent to the Trustees
List a list of needed email address
(@leara.org) of officers and Trustees call
signs. Dave Andrzejewski, AD8G, will get
those set up.

10. ARRL Insurance:

Bryan Torok, N8OOF, reported that LEARA’s
ARRL Insurance has been renewed as of
5/21/2026 using his personal credit card and
that he had forwarded the paperwork to
Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS for reimbursement.
The insurance company is configured to
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11.

12.
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allow only one person as point of contact,
address, and email. Currently that is N8OOF.
They suggested creating an email address
such as insurance@leara.org to go to multiple
trustees. AD8G will handle that.

Appointment of Nominating/Election
Committee(s):

Up for reelection: Eric Jessen, N8AUC; Eddie
Stevens, KD8FTS; and Jon Anhold, KM8V.
The Nominating Committee (Robert Wright,
KE8CEOQ; and Ed Rivers, W8IE) reported no
new nominees.

Review of Election Procedures/Online
Voting:

If an election is required, LEARA will use
Google forms as last year. Ed Rivers, W8IE,
has the requisite knowledge and Jon Anhold,
KMS8YV, said he can train Bryan Torok,
N8OOF, to assist.

13. Old Business:

None.

14. New Business:

Eric Jessen, N8AUC, pointed out that LEARA
used to be the lead group for a large number
of public service events. River Run (on the
Sunday following Labor Day) is the only
public service event run by LEARA. Eric
stated he has run the event for many years
and would very much like to hand it off to
someone else.

15. Adjournment:

Motion by Eric Jessen, NSAUC, and seconded
by Ed Rivers, W8IE. Motion carried at 10:20
EDT.

Respectfully submitted,
Bryan Torok, NSOOF
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Navigating an HOA and
Returning to Amateur Radio
and Field Day!

07/06/2026 from: https://www.arrl.org/news/navigating-an-
hoa-and-returning-to-amateur-radio-and-field-day

Fred Johnson, K6FRD, is an amateur radio
operator in Riverside, California. Like many
hams, he lives in an HOA-controlled
neighborhood. For Johnson, finding practical,
low-visibility, antenna solutions has become part
of the fun over the years.

“For years I struggled to enjoy HF because, like
many amateurs in an HOA, towers and
conventional outdoor antennas simply aren't an
option,” said Johnson. “I tried several radios over
the years, but without an effective antenna I
rarely heard much activity and had very limited
success making contacts. A few weeks ago, I
decided to stop chasing radios and instead focus
on building the best stealth antenna I could”

Johnson said that after returning to HF last year,
he enjoyed experimenting with antennas,
portable operating, FT8, and station design to see
what's possible from a suburban backyard.

“The result is a simple 145-foot horizontal loop
made from 14 AWG THHN wire, mounted on
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stainless cup hooks around the top of my
backyard fences about six feet above the ground.
The wire is insulated from the hooks with short
pieces of clear vinyl tubing and is fed with a 4:1
current balun and approximately 25 feet of RG-
8X coax. I also added ferrite chokes at both the
antenna and radio ends of the feed line to help
minimize common-mode current and noise.”

“The results have honestly exceeded my
expectations,” he said. “My noise floor is typically
only S1 to S2, allowing me to hear stations I
would have completely missed before.”

ARRL Field Day 2026 gave Johnson a chance to
operate entirely on battery power using his IC-
7300 and his new antenna, making contacts on
10, 15, and 20 meters. Since installing the loop,
he has worked 39 states, 24 countries, and
stations throughout Japan, Hawaii, Samoa,
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, South
America, and across North America—all from his
HOA backyard!

Johnson went on to say he hopes that sharing his
successes, and the occasional lessons learned
along the way, encourages other operators,
especially those with HOA restrictions, to get on
the air and enjoy this amazing hobby.

Johnson has created a Google photo album with
all of the photos of his antenna design:

photos.app.goo.gl/geFleToA4q7cAj5PA

LEARA — The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
More than 55 YEARS of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 141.3 Hz tone)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone) (Offline)

Digital Only (mmdvm: Fusion, DMR, D-Star & P25)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone)

VOICE REPEATERS:

146.76/R- « Highland Hills
146.88/R- « Lakewood
224.90/R- « Lakewood
444.40/R+ « Macedonia
444.70/R+ « Lakewood
INTERNET: www.leara.org
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