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APRIL ONE QUESTION 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 

WHERE DO YOU SPEND 

MOST OF YOUR TIME ON 

THE AIR? 

Out of 85 responses, 61 said 

“HF”; and 24 said “VHF-UHF”  

I guess what we see from this is 

that there are many reasons 

folks get into Amateur Radio!  

We have many interests in the 

use of “RADIO” in our lives 

that draw us all to this hobby.  

Everyone’s reason is valid! 

 

THIS MONTH’S “ONE 

QUESTION  

QUESTIONNAIRE” AKA 

1QQ - 

GO TO THE WEBSITE 

WWW.ARRL-OHIO.ORG TO 

SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER! 

 

 YEAR OF THE CLUB: 

2026 has been 

designated by the ARRL Board of 

Directors as the Year of the Club, 

recognizing that radio clubs are 

the backbone of ARRL. The 

growth and development of 

amateur radio rely on our vibrant 

community of radio clubs. All 

ARRL Affiliated Clubs are 

invited to participate! 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-

club 

 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
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2026 ARRL Field Day was June 27 - 28 |   
 

This year’s Field Day theme was “Amateur Radio: A National Resource.” Combined with the ARRL Year of 

the Club, it provided the perfect opportunity for radio clubs to set up stations in public places to demonstrate 

ham radio's science, skill, and service to our communities and our nation.     

The overall objective for Field Day was to contact as many stations as possible on the 160-, 80-, 40-, 20-,15- 

and 10-meter HF bands, as well as all bands above 50 MHz, and to learn to operate in less than optimal 

conditions. Many clubs choose to set up in camp-style fashion with portable equipment, temporary antennas, 

and off-grid power sources. 

 

 Hope your club had a great Field Day 2026? I was able to get out and visit a few sites and received a warm 

welcome at every site I visited. Thank you for all of the invitations to visit various clubs throughout the state.   
 

 

 

   

ARRL HANDBOOK GIVEAWAY 

June Handbook Winner – Rob Wilman, WB8NQW. 

Congratulations! Your handbook is on the way! There were 96 

entries last month. Get out to the Ohio Section Website and get 

yourself in the game! 

Go to the website www.arrl-ohio.org to enter. 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
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Supporting the Pan Ohio Hope Ride 

 
Every year we provide amateur radio support to a large bicycling event called the Pan Ohio Hope Ride (POHR). 

This event us run by the American Cancer Society and raises money which most years is earmarked for the 

Cleveland Hope Lodge. A brief description of the hope lodge from their website is as follows: 

 

“The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge program provides a free home away from home for cancer patients 

and their caregivers. More than just a roof over their heads, it’s a nurturing community that helps patients access 

the care they need. Each Hope Lodge community offers a supportive, homelike environment where guests can 

share a meal, join in the evening’s activities, or unwind in their own private room. Patients staying at a Hope 

Lodge must be in active cancer treatment…The American Cancer Society Hope Lodge in Cleveland, which 

opened in 1995, offers 43 guest rooms located near treatment centers in the area” 

 

The Pan Ohio Hope Ride was founded in 2007 by Kathleen and Jim Bond. Since 2007, the ride has raised over 

$15 million. The ride takes cyclists from Cleveland to Cincinnati over 4 days. On average, we support about 

300 cyclists. Several years the ride has exceeded its goal of raising $1 million. 

 

Amateur Radio Operators provide key support in the way of Support And Gear (SAG) vehicles as well as 

dispatching multiple medical crews that follow along all 4 days. Daily communications consist of a mix of UHF 

simplex, local repeaters, and MARCS radios. Each night is followed by a group meeting in the hotel lobby 

where we debrief on events of the day and then make plans for the following day. 

 

Net control is historically run out of the DARA truck, and more recently the XWarn trailer. We usually have 

between 2 and 4 radio operators on at any given time taking phone calls and dispatching SAG vehicles and 

ambulances as needed. We usually have between 10-15 SAG vehicles. 

 

We utilize APRS for vehicle tracking, What 3 Words for location identification and to dispatch pickups, and the 

Telegram smart phone app as a sort of computer aided dispatch. Each SAG or medical call originates from a 

cyclist to the POHR support number which provides their location using What 3 Words. We then use APRS to 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
 

Mat Nickoson – KC8NZJ, SEC 

kc8nzj@outlook.com 
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help identify the closest vehicle and dispatch them. Dispatch is handled by sending a What 3 Words link over 

Telegram. Each SAG or Ambulance then uses that along with their onboard mapping program to navigate to the 

location and handle the incident. 

 

Each day we handle dozens of pickups and drop-offs. Over the history of the ride, the SAG team has had to 

handle everything from flat tires and broken chains, all the way up to medical incidents, severe weather, 

tornadoes, thunderstorms, and also had to route around SWAT standoffs, bank bomb threats, road construction, 

fatal car crashes, and last minute chip and seal. 

 

We would love to get more local people involved as either SAG drivers or local rest stop transportation 

captains. The route usually takes us from Cleveland to Cincinnati through some of the following cities: 

• Valley City 

• Wooster 

• Danville 

• Westerville 

• South Charleston 

• Dayton 

• Xenia 

• Morrow 

• Miamiville 

If you live along the route, and would like to volunteer to work at a water stop, or if you would like to 

participate as a SAG driver, please contact me. Volunteers are provided with food during the day. SAG drivers 

are provided with fuel reimbursement, and 4-day SAG drivers are provided with hotel accommodations each 

night. 

 

I would be happy to hear YOUR comments about what YOU would like to see from ARES. Feel free to visit 

the Ohio ARES site https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/ and click “contact me” or utilize the contact form at 

www.n8esg.org and check out what we have going on in the Cleveland area while you are there. 

 

Mat KC8NZJ 

 

 

 

  

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/
http://www.n8esg.org/
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From https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-public-information-officer-and-todays-
digital-news-environment: 

Over the past 20 years, the nature of the news media business has changed dramatically. Such innovations as the 

invention and expansion of 24-hour cable news coverage, camera phones, and Internet applications add to the 

ever-expanding field of information contributing to news reporting. 

At the same time, media organizations continue to streamline their operations, commonly sharing resources 

between print, television, and radio. Many markets have seen older, more seasoned reporters replaced with much 

less experienced (and cheaper) ones who often serve in the roles of reporter, photographer, and editor of their 

stories. Consolidation in many markets also can mean that journalists must turn around more stories more 

quickly. 

For law enforcement and other public agencies, this trend can cause frustration and hardship. Public information 

officers (PIOs) now must do much more than simply respond to news. Today, they have expanded abilities and 

responsibilities, which include providing on-the-scene reports and pitching stories to Internet-savvy news 

representatives. 

REPORTING THE NEWS 

Reporters will write various stories about law enforcement. However, when they easily can access the 

information, their primary concern lies with presenting developing crime incident stories. Lights, sirens, and 

confusion can draw many media representatives eager to report first on a breaking incident. News directors want 

to showcase their organization’s ability to be first on the scene and to have exclusives.  

When a big story develops, PIOs anticipate the phone calls from seemingly every outlet in town asking the same 

questions. However, savvy reporters may bypass an agency PIO by calling their own sources to obtain 

information. To this end, with cars equipped with mobile data terminals and other computers, many agencies 

allow officers in different areas or those off duty to log on and read the details—even when unsubstantiated—of 

an incident. Some reporters know how to develop them as sources, and many have favorite officers who will 

 

Ohio Section Public Information Coordinator 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ AUXC 

 

ke8fmj@gmail.com 

OHIO Section PIC and ASEC District Emergency Coordinator, 

D3 Ohio ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene 

County 

 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio      

https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-public-information-officer-and-todays-digital-news-environment:
https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-public-information-officer-and-todays-digital-news-environment:
mailto:ke8fmj@gmail.com
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provide them with details. In an age where technology often propels information faster than people can control it, 

PIOs must continue to embrace technology and its benefits or risk becoming obsolete. 

“Organizations that…control media images and promote issues consistent with their own interests have power, 

and losing this control is detrimental to their legitimacy….” Effective PIOs know how the media in their 

community works and how to release information quickly and accurately. By virtue of their authority, police 

agencies generally are considered reliable sources and, thus, information they provide can be easily reported, 

often without additional verification. But, making phone calls to every news outlet in a community takes time, 

especially when each one wants to conduct a formal interview. However, if PIOs embrace modern technology 

and use it appropriately, they will gain some relief and some control over the message. 

Nearly every news organization has a 24-hour assignment editor or news director watching wires and rival 

television newscasts and reading web logs (blogs) and feeds. Even non-24/7 outlets, such as alternative papers 

and weekly editions, still demand access to information about incidents that occur outside normal business hours. 

PIOs can exploit this by developing their own news-producing feeds online that can become the official message 

of an agency during routine days, as well as crises. 

EMBRACING TODAY’S TOOLS 

RSS Feeds 

Subscribers to Real Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds automatically receive notification when a website they 

follow is updated; they also choose the type of content to which they want to be alerted. For example, RSS users 

who subscribe to CNN’s site can elect to receive notification only when a new story posts that contains the word 

police or their town name. They do not have to manually check each site of interest or stay logged on and click 

“refresh” every few seconds. RSS feeds take away all of this work. Similarly, journalists can avoid being 

inundated with news releases and story ideas by controlling and monitoring the feeds. This proves especially 

helpful in large markets where reporters with different assignments can subscribe to separate feeds from the 

same website; a crime reporter can opt to learn about arrests and investigations, while a school reporter may 

select only new juvenile intervention programs. 

Law enforcement agencies can use this valuable tool to communicate information quickly and fairly to all news 

outlets in the community. For instance, on its website, a police department can post news releases of upcoming 

events or initiatives and alert the community to developing emergencies, all from the same source and at the 

same time. Agencies choosing to employ this system should use it regularly, at least weekly, to ensure that news 

gatherers become used to following the feed to get information and referring to it in an emergency. 

PIOs responsible for watching daily news clips will find RSS feeds valuable. Web-based search engines, such as 

Yahoo! and Google, allow users to create their own Internet searches for specific terms. For instance, 

subscribing to Google Reader allows PIOs to create feeds to continually scan and generate alerts for terms, such 

as the name of their department and chief or sheriff or any other words they choose. These feeds can turn up such 

items as news stories, personal blogs commenting on the agency and its officers, community newsletters from 

neighborhood associations, and even some chat-room posts. A reader who spots a blog complaining about 

speeders in a neighborhood could direct officers to increase visibility and enforcement in that area, even without 

submitting a formal request. 

Moreover, RSS feeds exceed geographical limits; many PIOs find it amazing how far stories about their agency 

can spread. Using these feeds in such a broad sense is perfectly legal and in many cases eye-opening for an 
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agency and its leadership. If a reader can avoid the temptation to respond to every criticism, the information 

gleaned can prove educational for a department’s leadership and PIO, who may learn more about how particular 

messages play to the community. Google Reader, for example, provides tracking of subscribers’ feeds, 

demonstrating how often a particular term shows up in the news and even on what days of the week or time of 

day terms first appear. PIOs can use this to track the spread of a news release or story involving the agency and 

to gauge the newsworthiness of stories. 

However, RSS feeds may not find content in subscriber-only pages, including many news sites that require paid 

access to read full articles. They also cannot search audio or video for terms but are very useful in tracking how 

well an agency’s message is spreading and how it is being received. 

Twitter 

A relatively new Internet phenomenon, Twitter use is spreading quickly, especially among younger people. 

Users—either an individual or an organization—can create a profile and provide instant updates on daily 

activities, breaking news, and even mundane details. Followers, or subscribers, can view a user’s postings, also 

known as “tweets.” For instance, they can see current happenings in an organization in real time. 

Among social networking sites, Twitter is unique in that it limits postings to 140 characters; information must be 

short and to the point. During times of crisis communication, PIOs can take advantage of this; instead of 

preparing, editing, and distributing a full news release, they simply can use Twitter to put the basic facts into a 

single, short message. Further, PIOs can continue to provide information in a timely manner through regular 

updates and, if necessary, schedule a full news conference and prepare a news release, all from a command post 

or office. For less serious incidents, PIOs can give directions and information to the media without ever leaving 

the office and without the trouble of calling everyone individually with the same information. Agencies using the 

Internet as part of their public information strategy should incorporate Twitter into their websites to provide live 

tweets without requiring readers to subscribe. 

Nixle 

Of all the social networking websites, Nixle is the first to target municipal agencies. That approach has earned it 

some unique partners. In June 2008, Nixle became the first public networking site to partner with the National 

Law Enforcement Telecommunications System (NLETS). Because of this relationship, Nixle can house its 

servers in NLETS’ secure facilities, resulting in an enhanced level of security and reliability for municipal 

agencies. 

Similar to Twitter, Nixle allows users to send short 140-character messages to subscribed users through “wires,” 

or communication networks. Much like other networking sites, anyone can set up a wire and send messages 

about their activities, breaking news, or other details. However, Nixle offers municipalities the ability to have 

their own wire that allows them to send secure instant emergency messages to all users in a designated 

geographic area. This works well in communicating directly to those who need the information quickly. 

Municipal users simply log in, enter their message, and then select an area on a map affected by the incident. The 

message goes only to users who choose to accept alerts in those areas. This ability to limit information 

distribution to only those who need it offers a big advantage over other networking sites. Reducing the number 

of messages ensures that readers pay attention when they receive one from law enforcement because it likely will 

be immediately relevant to them there and then. 
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Although relatively new, Nixle has demonstrated its usefulness to law enforcement. For instance, an elderly 

resident in a California community failed to return home after she went out for a brief trip. Local police quickly 

sent out a description to all subscribers within one-half mile of her home and a short time later expanded the 

message to include more information and more subscribers within a larger search area. The woman soon was 

found safe and returned to her family. 

 
Other agencies, particularly those in major metropolitan areas, will find Nixle useful during major events. For 

example, during the 2009 G-20 meetings, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Police Department command staff used 

Nixle’s secure group text-messaging abilities to send secure messages about developing incidents to partner 

agencies providing security at multiple event locations. Because the messages between municipal departments 

were routed through NLETS, they were secure enough for sensitive information and could be targeted to specific 

law enforcement teams or agencies working at a single site. This flexibility proved critical to their success and 

ensured that persons receiving the messages did not tune out the information, as often happens when officers 

monitor citywide alerts not relevant to their individual assignment, or that people did not change the message as 

they passed it through the grapevine. 

As many municipalities begin to look for cost-effective and reliable means of emergency messaging, Nixle likely 

will see increased attention. Its extensive usage is growing rapidly. Schools, universities, search and rescue 

teams, and other municipal agencies increasingly look to Nixle because of its security and reliability during an 

emergency, and this likely will generate increased users in areas where municipalities begin promoting their own 

use of the system. 

Because it is so new, the full benefits of Nixle likely have not been realized. But, its unique partnership with 

municipalities, particularly law enforcement, is promising and has proven successful. Because of its support by 

private users and advertisers, the service is generally free for agencies. 

YouTube 

By far, YouTube is the most prolific personal media site available. Many departments use it to publish recruiting 

videos and news conferences. The primary attraction to YouTube is that agencies can have a department profile 

and create and post videos for free. This allows large agencies to focus media dollars on production and smaller 
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ones to establish a web presence. In addition, PIOs can use YouTube to promote new initiatives that are 

sometimes difficult to have covered in the traditional media. 

Because users control the content, departments can create their own videos profiling agency accomplishments, 

officers of the year, and new initiatives without time constraint limits imposed by television reporting. 

Departments even can integrate YouTube video into other media strategies to create a better-controlled and more 

thorough approach. YouTube videos can be included in department websites and Facebook pages and linked to 

Twitter messages. Further, many media outlets that have a web presence often will point viewers to an agency’s 

YouTube page so they can find more information on a particular story and, thus, the department as well. 

Facebook 

Facebook boasts millions of regular users, more than half logging on at least once a day looking for some type of 

information. Agencies can harness Facebook’s power by understanding how it works. Departments can provide 

information, videos, news (or status) updates, and event information to other users who choose to follow by 

becoming a “friend.” Especially important to organizations, friends can opt to receive instant notification when 

the agency posts new information and content, and they can respond with comments. 

For example, a law enforcement agency can post a Friday afternoon status update reminding friends of 

checkpoints targeting drunk driving. Every friend will get this information as they make plans for Friday night 

activities and, thus, hopefully will remember to use a designated driver. Similarly, a single posting can spread 

AMBER Alerts and other breaking news around the world, both to citizens and to the media. PIOs no longer 

need to e-mail, fax, and call numerous news outlets to promote a story and then wait hours or days for them to 

air or publish it. 

New features allow the integration of Facebook status updates with Twitter, blogs, or commonly used websites. 

This gives account managers the ability to post information one time and in one place, yet have it spread across 

multiple media outlets in an instant. Built-in monitoring tools can track an agency’s messages and indicate which 

ones get the most attention and how quickly they spread. 

Public agencies find Facebook enticing because it costs nothing to create, edit, or maintain a profile. It also 

provides real-time information about who follows the department’s information, who shows the most interest, 

and what types of comments followers have had. Agencies also can promote and spread positive stories in the 

press by linking to it; both the department and the media outlet benefit from the publicity. 
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CHANGING THE PIO’S ROLE 

For on-the-move PIOs and journalists alike, most news outlets now have a presence on Twitter and provide 

regular updates of developing stories, as well as previews of upcoming ones. RSS feeds of news stations and 

newspaper websites provide instant notification of new stories being posted or updated. Forward-thinking PIOs 

can follow these tweets and pitch potential stories to news outlets promoting similar ones. For instance, a news 

station tweets that a reporter plans a story about the rise of juvenile crime. A PIO could quickly call the station 

and suggest a story about a new truancy prevention grant recently awarded to the police department. 

PIOs must remain accessible to ensure their success. Not surprisingly, a recent study found that an accessible 

PIO or chief executive was the most important factor in creating a positive image of an agency in the eyes of the 

media. Technology provides new ways for those who need to be accessible to remain in touch without actually 

being on the phone or present in person. 

CONCLUSION 

Clearly, public information officers need to change with the times. Modern technology offers both new 

capabilities and new challenges. As these innovations expand the amount of information available, PIOs must 

ensure they retain the ability to control their agency’s message. 

Departments and their PIOs must ensure they “establish protected fronts…and communicate in ways allowing 

them to strategically control what is known and asked.” Digital media is a front that agencies must incorporate 

into their public information strategy. By establishing themselves in the digital community, agencies can ensure 

they have the best possible relationship with the media and the public. 

 
 

—— 

Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ 

AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 

OHIO Section Public Information Coordinator, Assistant SEC 

District Emergency Coordinator, D3 Ohio ARES 

Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene County 

 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio™ 
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Some Thoughts for Net Operators 

During net operations we want to be efficient so we move as much traffic as we can. I have noticed that Net 

Control Stations (NCS) that pause a little longer between call-ups get more through-put. Moving along too 

quickly causes doubling which then causes repeating. And with the current propagation conditions we have this 

is even more of a problem. After traffic has passed wait for the stations to sign before continuing. Many times, a 

relay station will try to clarify or make a request to the NCS but gets cut-off. Also remember that you ask the 

receiving station to call the sending station, most of the time there will be transmissions in the exchange. 

A slightly slower, more deliberate cadence dramatically increases net throughput. It reduces doubling, 

improves copy during weak propagation, and gives relay stations the space they need to assist. 

 

Why Pausing Matters 

• Propagation is not our friend right now. Signals are often marginal and doubling wipes out the 

weaker station entirely. 

• Human reaction time is real. Operators need a moment to key up, especially those using VOX, remote 

setups, or compromised antennas. 

• Relays need breathing room. If NCS moves too quickly, stations trying to clarify or assist get cut off 

— which adds time because the exchange must be repeated. 

Practical Cadence Tips for NCS 

• After each call-up, pause a full second longer than feels natural. If you think you waited long 

enough, wait just a little more. 

• After traffic is passed, wait for both stations to sign. This ensures the exchange is complete and 

prevents accidental doubling with late-keying stations. 

 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM 

AC8NP@AC8NP.COM  

419.618.0330 

Hams Over IP #101918 
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Throughput vs. Speed 

A net that sounds fast is often slow. A net that feels calm and deliberate usually moves more traffic. 

The best NCS operators treat cadence as a tool — adjusting it based on band conditions, operator experience, 

and net load. 

 

A Non-Obvious Insight 

Your cadence sets the emotional tone of the net. When NCS sounds rushed, operators rush. When NCS 

sounds calm, operators relax, listen better, and transmit more cleanly. 

This alone can improve throughput more than any procedural change. 

 

SM/SEC and Bonus Messages for Field Day 

I have had reports that some of the Field Day groups may not understand the Bonus requirements for these 

messages. 

 

Here are the two rules: 

 

7.3.5. Message Origination to Section Manager: 100 bonus points for origination of a formal message to 

the ARRL Section Manager or Section Emergency Coordinator by your group from its site. You should 

include the club name, number of participants, Field Day location, and number of ARES operators 

involved with your station. The message must be transmitted during the Field Day period and a copy of 

it must be included in your submission in either standard NTS or ICS-213 format (or have the equivalent 

content) or no credit will be given. The message must leave or enter the Field Day operation via amateur 

radio RF. The Section Manager message is separate from the messages handled in Rule 7.3.6. and may 

not be claimed for bonus points under that rule. Available to all Classes.  

 

7.3.6. Message Handling: 10 points for each formal message originated, relayed, or received and 

delivered during the Field Day period, up to a maximum of 100 points (ten messages). Copies of each 

message must be included with the Field Day report. The message to the ARRL SM or SEC under Rule 

7.3.5. does not count towards the total of 10 for this bonus. Messages claimed under this bonus must be 

in either standard NTS or ICS-213 format (or have the equivalent content). All messages claimed for 

bonus points must leave or enter the Field Day operation via amateur radio RF. Available to all Classes. 

 

I have highlighted the part that seems to confuse some groups. The message must either enter or leave the field 

day site via amateur radio RF. So, you must use amateur radio equipment not cell phones. You can send 

messages to people at the field day site from off site, or from on-site to off-site. You can use any of the digital 

modes, voice, CW, Winlink RF. No cell phone or telnet Winlink. 

 

PSHR, SAR and Net Activity Reports 

Public Service Honor Roll, Station Activity Reports and Net Activity Reports may be sent via NTS messages, 

Winlink messages to my station. Also, there is a form on the ARRL-Ohio.org website. Form These forms need 

to be in by the 5th of each month. 

 

Virtual NTS Traffic Net 

Many Technician class amateurs miss out on fun and skills learning of traffic handling because they reside in 

areas of the country where local traffic nets on VHF repeaters don’t exist. The Virtual NTS Training Net 

(VNTN) seeks to address this problem with the creation of a Zoom-based local traffic net that can be accessed 

by anyone with an internet connection. 

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/pshr-sar-report-form/
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VNTN will accept check-ins and radiogram traffic utilizing standard phonetics and pro-signs; in short, 

participants will enjoy the same experiences as those who check into conventional “RF” traffic nets.  The net 

will incorporate a “hands-on” training approach in traffic procedures, radiogram creation, and relay. 

“It is our hope that new amateurs who participate in VNTN will be motivated to join section and region nets on 

HF after upgrading to a higher license class,” says Phil Temples, K9HI, who chairs EC-FSC’s NTS 

Subcommittee.  

 

The Net meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM ET. In future, it is hoped that a west coast version will be established 

at around 7 PM PT. The latest VNTN URL can be found at <https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/>. 

 

Send a Radiogram 

What’s a Radiogram? 

You’ve probably heard of amateur radio (“ham”) operators, and you might know a friend, family member, or 

neighbor who loves to build radio equipment and talk to thousands of other ham operators around the world! 

But you might not know that amateur radio operators are primed and ready to step in and provide valuable 

communications to the general public, when all else fails. Even if Internet service, power lines, and phone lines 

are all down, amateur radio still can get the message through. To be ready for this, many amateurs have joined a 

network called the National Traffic System (NTS), which is like a telegraph office over radio. NTS volunteers 

spend their free time relaying messages, called Radiograms, entirely by amateur radio, completely free of 

charge. This is great practice to be sure they can serve the public during a true emergency! 

Send a Radiogram Now — It’s Free! 

 

Now, there’s a way that YOU can try Amateur Radio messaging! Think of a friend or family member you’d like 

to contact by Radiogram. You can send any short message, as long as it’s not business-related, urgent or critical, 

or too private or personal. Your message will be picked up by an Amateur Radio volunteer operator and relayed 

across the country near its destination; finally, the recipient will get a local phone call from a nearby ham, or the 

message might even be delivered in person. Along the way, ham operators will be relaying your message by 

voice, digital, or even Morse code, and getting valuable practice in emergency public service. 

 

 
 

 

 

National Traffic System 

Traffic and Message 

Handling 

For Skill, Service, and Fun! 

 

 
 

The ARRL got its start by organizing message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, accurately to its 

destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, voice, and digital. 

 

• Why practice traffic handling? 

• It teaches operator good skills. 

• It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages. 

• You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power. 

• You create friendships and camaraderie. 

https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/
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Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more 

information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of 

your Ham Radio experience!  

 

Ohio Section Nets 
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or if it is going out of Ohio you can also take it to the 

OSSBN.  Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO  

 

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET 

Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day   

Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

 

OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS 

HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS   

Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC 

Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WB9LBI 

Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC 

 

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM 

OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS 

VHF 

NETS 

NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET 

MANAGERS   

BRTN  Monday, Thursday Saturday 

9:30 PM 

145.230 MHz PL 

110.9   

KD8GXL 

COTN 7:15 PM DAILY   146.970 MHz PL 

123.0 

KV8Z 

NWOATT Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat at 07:30 

PM 

147.375 MHz PL 

103.5 

KE8VJP 

ODMR Monday 8:30 PM TG 3139 WB8YYS 

TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri   147.015 MHz PL 

110.9     

WB8YYS 

TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 

123.0  

K8KRA 
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BRTN - Burning River Traffic Net (serving the Cleveland area and all North Central Ohio) 

COTN – Central Ohio Traffic Net (serving Columbus and Central Ohio) 

NWOATT – Northwest Ohio ARES Traffic and Training Net (serving Northwest Ohio) 

ODMR – Ohio DMR Net (serving Ohio) 

TCTTN - Tri-County Traffic and Training Net (serving Northeast Ohio) 

TATN - Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net (serving Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana) 

 

Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 

419-618-0330 HOIP 101918 

ac8np@ac8np.com 

 

NTS® Resources  

 
The National Traffic System® (NTS®) is a network of amateur radio operators who move information during 

disasters and other emergencies. General messages offering well-wishes also move through the NTS® to help 

test the system and to help amateur radio operators build traffic handling skills. While the NTS® is primarily set 

up to serve the United States and Canada, it is possible to move traffic internationally through the NTS® via 

various local, regional, area, and international network connections. 
  

NTS 2.0 

NTS Manual 

NTS Methods and Practices Guidelines 

Handling Instructions 

Numbered Texts 

Form Encoding Rules for Form 
  

Sign Up to Receive The NTS Letter 

The NTS® Letter is published monthly and is free of charge to ARRL members. 

Subscribe: www.arrl.org/opt-in-out 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mw/index.html
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Not a Rerun, Instead a Second Chance 

 

As you read this, you may be thinking, “W1AW/8 Ohio Activation didn’t that happen in May?” Well, 

you are right; we did have a very successful activation during the first week of May. But the great news is 

we get a second chance to do it again in August.  

 

 

 

Assistant Section Manager 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT – ASM 

k8zt73@gmail.com 
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In addition, you also get a chance to be a highly desired multiplier in the Ohio QSO Party 

(www.ohqp.org) on August 22nd and again for the Ohio State Parks On The Air (https://ospota.org) on 

September 12. 

 

 

 

 
 

W1AW/Portable (Ohio August 12-18) 

tiny.cc/w1aw8-info 

 

Ohio operators will have a second opportunity to activate W1AW/8 as part of the year-long ARRL USA-

250  operations.  

● 08/12/2026- Starts  00:01 UTC Wed, Aug 12th to 23:59 Tues, Aug 18th         (EDT- 8 PM Tues, 

Aug 11th to 8 PM Tues Aug 18th) 

https://www.ohqp.org/
https://ospota.org/
http://tiny.cc/w1aw8-info
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For additional information on ARRL America250 WAS, visit www.arrl.org/america250-was.  

 

The W1AW/8 activation will take place on 160 Meters, across all of HF 

(excluding 60 Meters) and on VHF/UHF, using CW, Phone and Digital 

(FT8/FT4, RTTY, etc.) modes.  

 

You do not need to be an activator to have fun working W1AW/8 OH 

 

If you are interested in making contacts with W1AW/8 Ohio during the 

week, you can be a "hunter" simply by finding the stations on the bands and working them from your 

home station. You can find the stations in a couple of ways: 

 

● 2026 August- W1AW/8 Ohio- Web Schedule” -  at tiny.cc/w1aw8 is a publicly available, view-only 

listing of scheduled operations. Please feel free to share this link with anyone interested. 

● You can use your favorite DX Cluster to watch for spots 

● On FT8 & FT4, you can use PSKReporter and enter W1AW/8 as callsign to view 

● Using the RBN (Reverse Beacon Network), you can see CW activity 

 

If You Would Like to be an Activator 

 

If you would like to operate using the special callsign, you must meet a few guidelines and agree to follow 

a few rules: 

● Currently valid FCC Amateur Radio license  

● Operate from within the state of Ohio 

● Agree to: 

○ Follow all US  Amateur Radio rules and licensing class restrictions (operate only on 

frequencies and modes allowed by YOUR LICENSE) 

○ Follow the Radio Amateur’s Code and the Considerate Operator’s Guide and other accepted 

Amateur Radio Etiquette. Remember, you are representing the ARRL and the Ohio 

Section 

○ Accurately log all contacts using computer logging software 

○ Export an ADIF file of all contacts and submit it via email to Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

(k8zt73@gmail.com) 

 

https://www.arrl.org/america250-was
http://tiny.cc/w1aw8
http://tiny.cc/w1aw8
https://www.dxwatch.com/qrz/w1aw/8
https://pskreporter.info/pskmap.html
https://www.reversebeacon.net/main.php?rows=10&max_age=10,hours&bands=160,80,60,40,30,20,17,15,12,10&spotted_call=W1AW/8&hide=distance_km
https://www.arrl.org/amateur-code
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/conop.pdf
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Note: you do not need to be an ARRL official/volunteer to activate W1AW/8. If you meet the above 

requirements, you can apply for time slots by submitting the online form at tiny.cc/w1aw8-app.  If 

accepted, you will receive a confirmation email. Later, you will receive complete operating information 

and access to an online schedule of time slots. A pre-event training session will be held via Zoom, and if 

needed, assistance will be provided on setting up computer logging software. 

 

I will hold an online prep session for all operators during August (you will receive an email invitation). 

The session will also be recorded for those who cannot attend live. We will go over: 

● Scheduling process 

● Operating procedures 

● Logging software and procedures 

● Export of ADIF files 

● Announcing/spotting your operations during the week 

● Q&A 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That’s it for this month for me; I hope to work you on the air soon! 

73, Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net) 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Technical Coordinator 
 

Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC 

K8JTK@arrl.net   

 

http://tiny.cc/w1aw8-app
mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
mailto:K8JTK@arrl.net
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Hey gang, 

One of our responsibilities as Technical Specialists is to advise clubs on things like website, E-mail, and storage. 

 

3.      Serve as an advisor to local clubs on web design and maintenance. 

4.      Serve as an advisor to clubs on web storage and email. 
 

Many Technical Specialists in the section already do these things like this for their own club.  Have questions such as 

how do we share files, collaborate and coordinate projects and activities?  Next year’s Field Day perhaps?  Maybe the 

previous person responsible for maintaining these resources abandoned it, lost interest, moved away, or otherwise left 

the club.  We can advise on how to revive these activities. 

 

Need another way to keep in touch with the membership because of problems with the current mailing list provider?  

Despite assertions that messages land in recipient’s Inboxes, messages are not always delivered.  A collaboration and 

communication alternative maybe needed such as Google Groups or groups.io.  Groups.io is free up to 100 members.  

A 50% discount off the Enterprise plan is available for non-profit organizations.  A club might decide to “roll their 

own” - self hosting services while retaining full control of their data – at a provider or server already available to the 

club. 

 

Web sites can be beneficial to a club.  They are often the first interaction with potential new members and they keep 

existing members updated with the latest happenings, activities, and repeater information.  Bad site design, 

implementation, or one with outdated information can leave potential members seeking a club that pays more attention 

to those details.  Content Management System (CMS) options make it easier than ever to build and maintain a website. 

According to BuiltWith, WordPress accounts 

for 40.4% of the 93.8 million sites running a 

CMS as of this writing.  Wix is second at 9.3% 

and Squarespace is third at 8.8%.  Choosing a 

CMS is a popular option because little to no 

coding is required and multiple members can 

update their own pages providing meeting 

updates or net schedules.  Visual editors 

provide a “what you see is what you get” (aka 

WYSIWYG) approach where content shown in 

the editor resembles appearance in published 

form. 

 

Have your club get in touch with myself or one 

of the Technical Specialists for advice in any of these areas. 

 

 

Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Responsive website automatically adjusts to different screen sizes and viewports 

(W3Schools) 

https://www.arrl.org/technical-specialist
https://groups.google.com/
https://groups.io/
https://groups.io/static/pricing
https://trends.builtwith.com/cms/traffic/Entire-Internet
https://wordpress.org/
https://www.wix.com/
https://www.squarespace.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WYSIWYG
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Happy July everyone! 

I hope everyone had a safe and fun 2026 Field Day. I visited four Field Day locations on Saturday. My first visit 

was Mahoning Valley ARA, W8QLY to see their 8A set up in Canfield. I appreciated the invitation from this 

club and the welcoming reception from Nancy Brett, KD8QNY and the invite letter from 

Ralph Streb, K8TCP, Club President. I also want to thank them for providing lunch and 

allowing me to observe their operation. I toured the new county EMA mobile van, which 

was very impressive. The antenna configurations for 8A are very exact but they were 

making contacts without issue while I was there. I stayed about 2 hours and then it was 

time to move to the next club location. 

My second visit was to Portage County ARS, K8BF at their park location in Mantua. 

They were a 4A configuration and Tom Sly, WB8LCD showed me around, 

introduced me to the club participants, and let me help with an antenna repair. After 

about 1.5 hours it was again time to leave for the next FD site. 

My third visit was to Wayne ARC, W8WOO in Wooster at the Com Center. 

(Sorry, I did not take any photos here.) They were running a 4F setup since this 

was at an EMA location. Their antenna configuration was different than any other I 

saw. They were using one OCF antenna with a triplexer and band pass filters which were working great for them. 

Jerry Stroup, KC8HDP, Club President was very friendly and introduced me to everyone there and invited me to 

eat with them. I stayed and observed for about 1.5 hours and then on to the next location. 

My final stop was Mount Vernon ARC, K8EEN, which is my home club and operating as 4A. I got there around 

9 pm and operated the digital station to relieve Scott, W8HK. I worked FT8 until around 

3 am before I was too tired to continue and went home. 

It was a fun day, I met a lot of new hams and put about 380 miles on my truck. I would 

like to thank everyone I met and talked to, (I am bad with names) and enjoyed seeing all 

the different FD configurations. 

Now back to ARRL business; Has your Ohio Affiliated club completed their 2026 

annual report or renewed their Special Service Club (SSC) endorsement. If you are reading this, at your next club 

meeting please bring this up and inquire if your contact person will take a few minutes to update the club 

information at http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club and renew your SSC at https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application. More 

Affiliated Clubs Coordinator 
 

Terry Windsor, KI8N 

ki8n.tw@gmail.com  

 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application
mailto:ki8n.tw@gmail.com
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than half of this year is over, and I would appreciate it if your club could take care of this item. If you need 

assistance accessing your club’s information or filling out the application, please let me know and I will assist. 

 

Till next month, Ham It UP! 

73. 

Terry, KI8N 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Personal and Club Success in 2026? 

I have previously written about how can we make our local Amateur Radio clubs, and in turn, our personal 

growth successful with Amateur Radio. And some were willing to share their thoughts on the matter and I 

appreciate that. So, as with any hobby and that includes Amateur Radio, long term sustainability and growth, 

depends on those who currently are enjoying, or at least trying to enjoy, what they do and what the experience 

has to offer them. And that is where each and every one of us who currently have the privilege to enjoy this 

great opportunity gets to play a part in its growth. 

 

This hobby has many facets and individual personalities of individuals that there should be plenty of options for 

everyone. So let us explore what I would consider some foundational needs, habits, and faces of what success 

would start to look like for each person, and as an outflow of the person, the local Amateur Radio club and its 

influence into its respective communities. 

Assistant Section Manager 
 

Al Andress – KD8ZBS 

KD8ZBS@gmail.com 

mailto:KD8ZBS@gmail.com
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Welcoming, how do we greet people, whether it is out in public as we are living life, or in our club meetings? 

Are we looking for that opportunity to share a smile and maybe say hello (very simple that even many of those 

who may be introverted should be able to muster the ability to do this). And for those who may be the “talkers” 

(there are those of us who do like to talk LOL), that smile and hello would lead in to a bigger conversation that 

would look to explore the interest of the person who just became our new friend. The backbone of growth is 

welcoming others into our circles. Without this, we will not grow. I do not like interacting with a grumpy old 

man (I am nearing retirement myself so this would include me LOL). More on this at a later time…. 

 

Inviting, we can smile and shake hands all day long, but until we “invite” others into our circle and making 

them feel welcomed, they just remain a contact, someone we met, seen on the street etc but never went beyond 

that level of contact. We need to be able to recognize through our conversations those individuals who have an 

interest, maybe even a passion for Amateur Radio, and INVITE them to join our our circle. This will be 

important to assist with expanding any relationship beyond the simple nod of the head to building a mutually 

beneficial relationship where each person involved has the opportunity to learn, develop and increase their own 

understanding of this hobby. This would include those who could be struggling with the technical nature of this 

hobby, to the experienced individual who has a vast understanding of invaluable knowledge looking for a 

“sponge” to soak it up and take it to the next level. None of this is possible unless we are inviting others with 

curiosity or experience into our Amateur Radio circle. 

It has been said if you want friends, then you have to show yourself friendly. And I would say, if you want your 

hobby to continue be available to enjoy, then we need to show ourselves friendly. While this is not often easy 

for some who are technical minded and prefer a resistor to a human relationship, we can find those who enjoy 

the human interaction and may not be the most skillful with the technical. It defiantly takes many individuals of 

all personality types to bring about success. 

Fear not, there is something for everyone in this hobby, and that includes the level and personal inclination to 

be welcoming and inviting. 

Being Welcoming and Inviting are what I would consider to be the very foundation of any successful 

organization, and to an extent living life. Stay tuned for more thoughts to come about how some of this 

might look like when it is put to use…. 

Feel free to share your thoughts and comments with me. My email contact is listed below. 

 

73 

Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Assistant Ohio Section Manager for Northwest Ohio 
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Hi everyone, what a summer! 

I'm sure many of you saw the pictures of the recent flooding in Ottawa County. What a mess! Then, just last 

weekend, the heat-related incident in Reading, Pennsylvania served as another reminder that we all need to take 

care of ourselves and be prepared when we're out operating or attending events. 

 

How was your Field Day? From everything I saw, a lot of clubs had a fantastic time this year. That's always one 

of my primary goals for Field Day—having fun while operating safely. My group, the Alliance Amateur Radio 

Club, made it through the weekend with no injuries or incidents, and I hope every club was just as fortunate. 

 

As I'm writing this, the 30-day "warranty" on my new knee is almost up. My physical therapist considers the 

surgery a success; as long as I don't overdo it. The past month has certainly reinforced the importance of taking 

care of ourselves, listening to our bodies, and not pushing beyond our limits. That's good advice whether you're 

recovering from surgery, setting up antennas in the summer heat, or spending a weekend in the field. 

 

Before I wrap up, I'd like to remind everyone about the ARRL Ohio Section Swap & Shop. If you have 

amateur radio-related equipment you'd like to sell, send me the details and I'll post your listing on the arrl-

ohio.org Swap & Shop page for 30 days at no charge. It's a great way to help good equipment find a new home 

while supporting fellow Ohio hams. 

 

And that's it for me this month. I hope everyone has a safe, enjoyable, and productive month, and I'll see you on 

the air! 

 

73, 

WG8X 

 

 

 

  

 

 

John Myers, WG8X 
Wg8x.radio@gmail.com 

330-936-5021 

      

mailto:Wg8x.radio@gmail.com
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Welcome to the July 2026 edition of DX This Month. As this is now a monthly column, I will focus on updates 

from upcoming DXpeditions, results from recently finished DXpeditions, as well as pending contests and 

events. If you would like weekly updates as to what you should find on the bands, check out the This Week in 

DX program which is available every Saturday morning at 1200Z. This 10-minute overview is available in 

podcast and YouTube format. Just search for The DX Mentor. Check it out and let me know what you think. 

 Also, I have found an internet radio station that is managed by hams and has hams as DJs, as well as a 

bi-weekly one hour show on DX. Check it out at www.w2phradio.com. 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 

The following DX information comes from Bernie, W3UR, editor of the DailyDX, the WeeklyDX, and 

the How’s DX column in QST. If you would like a free 2-week trial of the DailyDX, your only source of 

real-time DX information, just drop me a note at thedxmentor@gmail.com 

The 3G0Z operation became QRT at 1400z on June 5th, after 17 days 

of operation. Felipe, XQ7IR, reached 22.003 QSOs from 160 to 10m 

band. He said “In my opinion a very good mark for a One Man 

DXpedition. LOGS has been sent to my QSL Manager TIM 

M0URX, you can check your contacts status on his website. 

We are already working on the design of the QSL card, where MAX 

ON5UR will make the design. I can tell you in advance that the QSL 

card will be 4 sided. 

Thank you all for your support, Cheers!  

 

 

 

T31 – Central Kiribati - The Rebel DX Group reports that 

T31TTT part 1 is now QRT. The final log will be uploaded, 

presumably to Club Log, when time permits. ClubLog is 

showing 183,624 QSOs in the log. LoTW 

confirmations will follow shortly.. 

 

DX This Month #360 
Bill, AJ8B 

thedxmentor@gmail.com  

www.aj8b.com 

      

http://www.w2phradio.com/
mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
http://www.aj8b.com/
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6O – Somalia - ON5UR says the 6O6X team is now complete, as they welcome N6PSE and PA7DX, who 

bring experience and enthusiasm. They depart Ethiopia for Hargeisa, then Berbera, as their operational site, and 

expect to be active officially on February 15, 2027. For 12 days they will 

be on the air 24 hours a day. The major challenges are the logistics, 

transportation, setup, reliable power and good propagation. 

https://www.dx-adventure.com/en/home-eng/ 

 

TY – Benin: Red, DL1BUG, is pleased to announce his upcoming 

activity from Benin as TY5FR, operating from Cotonou from July 7 to 

August 4. He will be using an IC-7300 with CG3000 auto tuner, running 100W into a G5RV (2 x 15 m) 

antenna. His planned activity will cover 160 to 10 meters on CW and SSB, and he will also try to be QRV in the 

IARU HF World Championship as a Singl-Op, all band, low power 

entry. QSL will be available via Club Log (bureau or direct via 

OQRS), as well as bureau or direct via his home call, and LoTW. 

 

Next, we have a DXpedition to VU4 – Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. Sarath, VU2RS, announces a preparatory trip for the VU4 

DXpedition and the 49th SEANET Convention in Port Blair. The 

convention will be held December 18–20, marking the first time it takes place there, while the full DXpedition 

runs December 17–30. During a preparatory trip from July 22–27, 2026, Sarath will operate under the special 

callsign VU4R and take part in the RSGB IOTA Contest from Port Blair, Andaman Islands. The operation will 

be single-operator, focused mainly on SSB across the 40M to 10M bands, using an Icom 7300, a 400-watt 

amplifier, and a vertical antenna. 

 

GØKOM, Adrian McGonigle, has confirmed his next trip to ZC4MK, the UK Sovereign Bases on Cyprus. He 

departs November 23 and returns 

December 1. He has decided to take part in the CQ World Wide DX Contest, CW while there. His plans are 

coming together; he has a DX Commander multiband vertical and a portable Hexbeam and has a loan of a two-

kilowatt generator. Adrian’s QTH will be his usual, Melanda Beach. All his recent trips to Cyprus have been 

self-funded “and it’s not cheap.” He is accepting donations this time, saying, “It’s always nice. Adrian will try 

to be on the air in the leadup to the contest, primarily CW and SSB, and says “I may do a bit of FT8 but it’s low 

down on my priorities.” He also wants to be “a bit more active” on the 

WARC bands this time, specifically 12M but others as well. The trip 

is booked and confirmed. He may be able to leave gear there for future 

trips, which may be several times per year. 

 

Early 2027: VPØ/H, South Shetland Islands - F5PFP, Mehdi 

Escoffier, hopes to be QRV from Admiralty Bay-King George Island 

early in 2027. He notes the 

multiple sites during this trip and says that he hopes to be on from at 

least one, “maybe two or three,” if the weather cooperates. They are Base Machu Picchu, Peru; Base 

Commandante Ferraz, Brazil; and the ruins of Base G-Admiralty Bay, U.K. Mehdi says that exact sites have to 

be submitted to get landing permission from TAAF, the French representative to the Antarctic Treaty. More 

details to follow.  

T DAH 
 

 

  

https://www.dx-adventure.com/en/home-eng/
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Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is 

trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. 

Some of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging 

for QSOs. Of course, conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad 

gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some fun!  

Let me know if you participate in this contest and how you do! 

   

Contest Start Date End Date 

CQWW VHF SSB/CW Contest 7/4/2026 7/5/2026 

IARU HF World Championship 7/11/2026 7/12/2026 

10-10 Intl. Summer SSB Contest 8/1/2026 8/2/2026 

Great Lakes Division Convention 8/15/2026 
 

Hawaii QSOP 8/22/2026 8/24/2026 

Ohio QSOP 8/22/2026 8/23/2026 

Kansas QSOP 8/29/2026 8/30/2026 

   

   

   

   

  Until next month, this is Bill, AJ8B saying 73 and thanks to my XYL Karen for her love and support. I 

Hope to hear you in the pileups! Have a great DX month! 

 

 
DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
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DX BULLENTIN 
 

SB DX ARL ARLD026 

ARLD026 DX news 

  

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, 

Contest Corral from QST, and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM websites.  Thanks to all. 

 

LIBERIA, EL. Richmond, EL2BG, is QRV from Bushrod Island, Liberia. Activity will be on 6 meters.  

 

SAINT MARTIN, FS. Serguei, F4EQE, is QRV as FS/F4EQE from Saint Martin through July 13. Activity 

will be on 30, 17, and 10 meters using FT8, with additional operation possible on 80 through 6 meters using 

CW, SSB, FM, RTTY, PSK31.  

 

OGASAWARA, JD1. JP1IHD will be QRV as JD1BQP from Chichijima, IOTA  AS-031, from July 2 through 

July 11. JR6HYO will join during the second half of the operation and will be QRV as JR6HYO/JD1. Activity 

will be on 160 through 6 meters using CW, SSB, and FT8.  

 

LUXEMBOURG, LX. Eddy, PA1SND, will be QRV as LX/PA1SND from July 4 through July 17. Activity 

will be on 40 meters, using CW and SSB with QRP. 

 

BONAIRE, PJ4.  PJ4WW will be QRV from Bonaire, IOTA SA-006, during the RSGB IOTA Contest, July 

25-26. Activity will be as a single-operator, low-power entry.  

 

GREECE, SV. Fred, DH5FS, will be QRV as SV8/DH5FS from Antipaxoi Island, IOTA EU-052, during the 

RSGB IOTA Contest, July 25-26. Activity will be mixed mode. 

 

COSTA RICA, TI. Ray, W2RE, is now QRV as TI8/W2RE from Ojochal, Costa Rica. Activity will be on 20 

through 10 meters using FT8, with additional operation expected on other HF bands. 

 

ASIATIC RUSSIA, UA9/0. Alex, RD9D, is QRV from Karpinsk. Activity will be on 6 meters.   
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THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO. QRP Fox Hunt, NCCC FT4 Sprint, Weekly RTTY Test, NCCC Sprint, 

K1USN Slow Speed Test, NZART Memorial Contest, TA VHF/UHF Contest, ARAM 50 MHz Contest, 

Marconi Memorial HF Contest, CQ Worldwide VHF SSB/CW Contest, Original QRP Contest, PODXS 070 

Club 40m Firecracker Sprint, FOC Old School Classic 1960s QSO Party are all scheduled for July 3 to 5.  

 

FOC Old School Classic 1960s QSO Party, K1USN Slow Speed Test, ICWC Medium Speed Test, OK1WC 

Memorial (MWC), RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW, ARS Spartan Sprint, Worldwide Sideband Activity 

Contest, Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest, Phone Weekly Test, A1Club AWT, CWops Test (CWT), VHF-UHF 

FT8 Activity Contest, Mini-Test 40, Mini-Test 80 are all on tap for July 6 to 8. 

 

Please see July QST, page 80, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

VE Sessions 
 
The following information is for ALL exam sessions: 

Club Corner 
This is YOUR corner of the newsletter. Send us what your club is 

doing, and we’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or 

club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to 

us!. Need help with a project? Send it to us.  

Let us know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a 

special guest at your meeting or are you having a special 

anniversary?  

Send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org    

mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
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It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before 

taking any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a 

valid photo ID and $15.00 - Cash preferred.  

Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will 

apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License 

upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam 

sessions. 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Session for 2026: February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 

2026,  December 10, 2026 

Sponsor: DeForest Amateur Radio Club 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541 

Email: K8WEH@arrl.net 

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location: Adams County EMA Office, 33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

Alliance Amateur Radio Club 

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club holds quarterly VE testing, at the Christ United Methodist Church in 

Alliance.  

The 2026 dates are Sept 26, 2026, at the Christ United Methodist Church (470 E. Broadway St, Alliance, OH) 
(https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA).  

Registration begins at 8 AM, and testing at 9am. More information can be found 
att www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/. 

 

All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) hosts testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month 

in Lancaster.  Our testing sessions use Examtools, a digital testing platform, and administers the exams on 

tablets. Simply sign up for a free account at https://hamstudy.org/register and then search for our session and 

register through the Hamstudy website. Reach out with any questions to Jarrod – KE8MBL at 

hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun. 

CARS 

VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski 

Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd 

month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for 

details  

 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                                          

What:CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  

mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net
https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA
http://www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/
https://hamstudy.org/register
http://www.2cars.org/
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When: On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM  Dec 13th, 2025.  

Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  

45503   This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left 

driving straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the 

door with the "Employees Only" sign. 

   

For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com 

 

The Central Ohio Radio Club (CORC)  

Administers ARRL-VEC testing in the Central Ohio area. 

Our test dates for 2026 are as follows: January 17, April 18, July 18, and October 17. 

Time and location for these dates is 10:00am at the Westerville Fire Station #111, 400 W. Main 

St in Westerville, Ohio.  

Pre-Registration is required, and open the 1st of each testing month. All information is available 

at www.ae8fp.net 

 

Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club VE Testing 

Exam sessions are held on monthly. For a complete list of upcoming sessions, locations and registration, visit 

https://cfarc-edu.org/registration.  

 

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 

 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If 

you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 

 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Sessions for 2026: 

February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 2026,  December 10, 2026 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541  Email: K8WEH@arrl.net   

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location:  Adams County EMA Office  33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

The Findlay Radio Club  

The Findlay Radio Club sponsors an Exam Session the second Saturday of 

every month except September when we have our Hamfest. The Exam Session takes place at the Findlay Radio 

Club, 1333 West Sandusky St., Findlay Ohio  45839. The session begins at 9 AM. Pre-registration is 

recommended, but not required. You can pre-register at hamstudy.org. We can also give Exams remotely on-

line on your schedule if you can't make to a session. 

 

The club has meetings on the first and third Thursdays at the clubhouse at 7:30 PM. The meetings are also 

available on Zoom. Contact N8ET if you would like to log in. All are welcome. 

We also meet at the club on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5 (or later!) to talk about anything Ham Radio. The 

sessions are geared toward new Hams. Everyone brings their questions and equipment they would like to show 

off or learn how to use. This Sunday we are going to install and learn to use Flgigi, Flmsg, and Flamp. In past 

sessions we have built antennas, fired up new rigs, and generally had a good time! 

 

mailto:buzz@baylorhill.com
http://www.ae8fp.net/
https://cfarc-edu.org/registration
mailto:exams.w8bi@gmail.com
mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net
http://hamstudy.org/
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Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)   

Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are 

always welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam. 

Watch for 2026 dates.  

 

Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 

12518 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital 

and just east of the Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 

322 and State Route 87 on Merritt Road. 

   

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take 

your test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking 

the General or Extra exam. 

Additional info may be obtained from Jackie Welch, N8JMW by email  n8jmw2@gmail.ccom  or calling at 

440-228-2716.  More information is available from the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  
https://geaugaara.org  
 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club 

Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. 

Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  

ab8yk@hotmail.com  

 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding Amateur Radio license exams Watch for 2026 dates.  

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second 

month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 

306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. The tests will start at 12 

noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier. 

To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete 

one ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 

605” and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN 

(FCC Registration Number). Social Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and 

don’t have a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link. 

 

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam 

itself is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with 

your picture is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, 

KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or scottfarnham@roadrunner.com 

 

 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC 

will e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 

days of the e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades. 

 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                               

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) hosts exam sessions on the first Saturday 

each month at 10:00 am in Lancaster Ohio at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr., Lancaster Ohio. 

To register for an exam, Click Here. 

Questions: Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org. 

mailto:n8jmw2@gmail.ccom
https://geaugaara.org/
mailto:ab8yk@hotmail.com
mailto:scottfarnham@roadrunner.com
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/LFCARC/all
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Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association        

All VE sessions for 2026 will be on the 2nd Saturday of each month except for July. No testing in July. Check in 

(with FRN) at 1:00PM and testing at 1:30 PM. 

We are located at the Columbiana County EMA, 215 south Market St., Lisbon, OH. 

Contact Don Kemp, NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com. 

No phone calls. 

We can usually have a VE session at our monthly meetings each month. We are currently meeting on the 2nd 

Tuesday (except for June, we have a Nuke drill that day) at 6:30 PM at the Columbiana County EMA. The 

meeting day may change so email for details. 

Madison County                                                                                                                        

The Madison County Amateur Radio Club Laurel testing group offers testing on the first 

Thursday of January, March, May, July 10, September and November. Tests are held at 7:00PM 

at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St. London, OH. There is no Fee for testing. 

Pre-Registration is not required but preferred. Walk-ins are welcome. You are required to have 

proper ID, an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more 

information or to get pre-registered send email to exams@mcarcoh.org. 

 

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC)  

No charge VE exams are normally given the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.Miami Township Civic 

Center 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH 45150The facility is handicapped accessible.  Map and further details 

are on our website.Pre-registration is required:   https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams 

 

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                           

Six VE testing sessions in 2025.  Registration is appreciated but walk-ins are welcome.  Contact Elaine, 

KC8FOS for more information or to register.  ewilkinson1951@gmail.com or 216-337- 
4235. 

Saturday Jan 3, Saturday  March 7, Saturday May 2, Saturday September 5, and Saturday  November 7. 

Sessions are held at the Fairview Park Library, 21255 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 44126. 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the 

PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org . 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me (Jim Wilson – AC8NT) at jawilson@j3solutions.com  

 

Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX  

VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 

420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, 

exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current 

ham radio license. For more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET. 

 

 

mailto:nn8b.oh@gmail.com
mailto:exams@mcarcoh.org
https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
http://www.portcars.org/
mailto:jawilson@j3solutions.com
http://www.w8zx.net/exam
mailto:VETEAM@N8BAG.NET


OHIO SECTION JULY 

   
Silvercreek ARA (SARA) 

Holds six exam sessions per year for all license classes. Pre-registration requested but not required.  

Watch for 2026 dates. 

All sessions begin at 10:00am. For directions and test information visit https://w8wky.org/license-exams/. Pre-

Registration to expedite paperwork is requested, but not required at https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-

form/. Sign up and if you aren't ready or can't make it, just notify the VE team lead. 

 

West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 

10:00 AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, 

Ohio 45069. For more information and links to register, please see our website at https://wc8voa.org/licensing/  
 

 

Your Club news should be listed here! 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and 

we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG 

 
 

Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

  

 

 

 

https://w8wky.org/license-exams/
https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/
https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/
https://wc8voa.org/licensing/
mailto:KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
http://www.arrl.org/sections
http://www.arrl.org/class
http://www.arrl.org/exam
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
mailto:clubs@arrl.org
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As I seem to mention each month, this year is moving right along. Field Day is in the rear view mirror and 

Independence Day will be over by the time you read this. The kids will be heading back to college or school 

before we know it. County fairs, local 250 celebrations, vacations and Labor Day are knocking on the door. 

But there are some ham radio events happening in the region you should mark on your calendar. So let’s take 

a look at them. 

 

If you are interested in old radio equipment the upcoming swap meet at the 

Museum of Radio and Technology in Huntington, WV is the place you 

should be at on Saturday, July 18. Although not considered a hamfest, it does 

feature a lot of old ham and test equipment. Weather permitting, there will be 

free outdoors trunk sales too. The swap meet is icing on the cake as just a 

normal visit to the Museum is well worth a trip to Huntington. Check out their 

website for further information. 

 

Great Lakes Division Manager Scott Yonally, N8SY, and Milford ARC President Ron Brooks have each 

reminded me of the upcoming August 15 Great Lakes Division Convention to be held during the 

Cincinnati Hamfest. It will take place at the Clermont County Fairgrounds, 1000 Locust Street in Owensville, 

OH. Gates open at 6:30 AM for set up and the public admission starts at 8. For those early arrivals a biscuit 

and gravy breakfast will be available with lunch also offered. The Highland ARA will support the event 

with a free test session at 10 AM that morning. Southwest Ohio DX Association Presidnet Bill Salyers will 

present a program devoted to DX. This year the Bellbrook ARA will be honored as the Club of the Year. 

Although there are all kinds of prize tickets packages available, admission is only $10. There is even overnight 

camping available. More event information is available at the www.cincinnatihamfest.org website. 

 

The ARRL has sanctioned the Tri-State ARA and Portsmouth RC to host 

hamfests during August. The Tri-State ARA’s event will be held at the New 

Baptist Church, 610 28th Street, Huntington, WV on August 8. Just down river, on 

August 22 the Portsmouth RC will hold their fest at a new location this year--the 

Faith Baptist Church Community Center in Wheelersburg. This new facilty will 

Ohio’s 
 
 

      

http://www.cincinnatihamfest.org/
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accommodate the fleamarket and vendors in a single room. A biscuit and gravy 

breakfast will be available this year. Tickets are now available by contacting Jennifer 

or Mike at Shawnee Computers in New Boston. A test session will also take place. 

 

The weather forecast for this year’s Field Day originally did not look pretty or promising. However I did not 

hear of any planned activations being cancelled. Although some antennas were hoisted during showers, plans 

went on with dedicated hams braving the elements and putting dozens of signals on the air. With the way band 

conditions have lately been, it will be interesting to see how this year’s totals compare to those of past years. 

That aside, most clubs mostly want to prove they can safely activate radio communications within a short 

period of time. Once that is accomplished their efforts turn to some of the more important things in life—

eating and socializing. A special thanks to ARRL GLD Director Scott Yonally, Vice Director Roy Hook and 

Southwestern Ohio EC coordinator Steve Lewis for taking the time, battling the weather and puttin in the 

miles to visit several of the clubs throughout Southern Ohio’s South 40 Region. 

 

Near the Highland County Courthouse and the center of Hillsboro is the county historical museum where a 

large Hillsboro manufactured bell graces the museum front. For the past 

several years the Highland ARA has rang the bell on New Years Eve 

to welcome the new year. That activity has been well received by the 

community. Because this year marks America’s 250th birthday, HARA 

received permission to ring in the July 4 observation of America’s 250. 

Like New Year’s Eve the event was broadcast the bell ringing over the 

147.21 repeater followed by an informal check-in net. On July 18 they 

will again repeat the ringing of the  bell  during  the  County’s  day  of 

celebration. However this time it will be during daylight hours and in 

coordination with a countywide bell ringing event. 

 

Another just ended event involving two South 40 Region clubs is the annual Lewis and Clark Trail on the Air 

special event that comemerates the 1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition that opened up settlement of the Western 

United States. The sponsoring Clark County (WA) ARA selected two clubs from each of the 16 states 

the Trail passed through to represent their respective state. The Portsmouth RC and the Highland ARA 
were the official Ohio representatives. This year saw 79,723 contacts made compared to 58,067 in 2025. Of 

those this year had the two Ohio clubs contribute 5,386 contacts. Special shout outs to PRC’s Gary Caldwell, 

WX8G, who made the overall 1806 Corps leader board with 1,871 contacts and HARA’s David Sharp, 

WE8M, who was close with 1,589 log entries. 

The Milford ARC is currently selling raffle tickets for a FT710. Only 200 are being sold. Funds raised are 

used for funding the upcoming club sponsored Cincinnati Hamfest and other amateur radio activities. Check 

the www.cincinnatihamfest.org website to determine how you might purchase a ticket(s). 

The Southwest Ohio DX Association recently announced the winners of their year long DX Contest. 

According to President Bill Salyers, AJ8B, Dwight Kelly, K4YJ, placed first. Dwight lives near Lucasville. 

Ernie Howard, W8EH, of Middletown placed second and Jeff Pursel, KJ6XC, from Bellbrook received third 

http://www.cincinnatihamfest.org/
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place. Cheers to each. 

Long-time Cambridge ARA member Dwight Bonifield, W8TJT, of Zanesville recently became a silent 

key and long-time Hocking Valley ARA member Nancy Brimner, KC8PDE, recently passed. Our 

thoughts are with family and friends of each. 

On June 13 the Athens County ARC participated in an emergency training drill with the York Township 

Fire Department. The scenerio was that during a cycle race, two bikers went over a hillside and needed 

extraction. 

The Ashland, KY River Cities ARA advises all the KG4DVE 147.33 in South Portsmouth, KY has 

changed its PL tone to 114.8. The change was made because two other repeaters using the same frequency and 

PL tone, in neighboring states, would interact with the South Portsmouth machine when the band is up. 

The Warren County ARA will hold a Fox Hunt on July 11. The fun starts with a beginners “Foxhunting 

101” class at 10 AM with the actual hunt starting thereafter. The action takes place at the Renaissance Park 

Event Center, 10542 SR 73, Waynesville (just east of Harveysburg). Following the event’s conclusion, lunch 

will be available at the on-site BBQ restaurant. In other fox hunting action Phil Stanley, W8NZB, was the 

most recent Hocking Valley ARA Fox Hunt winner. It took just over an hour for him to find the “fox”-

Kirk Groeneveld, KC8JRV- lurking somewhere in the remotes of Hocking County. A splendid interview 

between Kirk and a reporter from the Logan-Hocking Times appeared in the paper’s May 27 edition describing 

the non-British type and purpose behind this growing ham radio interest. 

Although many clubs and individials are still recovering from Field Day, there is a need to start giving thought 

to the September 12 Ohio State Parks on the Air event. In 2025 7,100 contacts were made from the 69 parks 

activated. However only 56 activation logs were submitted. Over a dozen of the parks in the South 40 region 

had no logs submitted for whatever reason. If you enjoyed Field Day you will probably find OSPOTA as 

enjoyable as it is a much shorter event. Interested? Check out www.ospota.org for more info. 

A Cattlesburg, KY man is extremly lucky after cutting and stealing the transmission line at the 100,000 watt 

WDGG transmitter and tower site. Additionally, the individual is believed to have cut and stolen feedlines and 

equipment at other amateur, commercial, emergency and government Boyd County area tower sites. 

A missing station for my clean sweep for the annual 13 Colonies special event has just been spotted. So it’s 

time to wrap this column, ship it off to the Editor and then play radio for a bit. 

So until next time, enjoy July but be safe in all this heat. And please be radio active. 

John, W8KIW 

jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 (landline-leave a message) 
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National News 

(from ARRL and other sources) 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR ARRL DIRECTOR AND VICE DIRECTOR 

 

07/01/2026 

Attention: Full ARRL members in the ATLANTIC, DAKOTA, DELTA, GREAT LAKES, and MIDWEST 

Divisions. You have the opportunity to choose a Director and Vice Director to represent you for 3-year terms 

beginning January 1, 2027. 

ARRL is governed by its Board of Directors. A voting Director is chosen by ballot by the full (licensed) ARRL 

members in each of its 15 divisions. Vice Directors who serve in the absence of the Director at a Board meeting 

and succeed to the position of Director should a vacancy occur, are chosen at the same time. Elections are held 

in five divisions per year. It only takes 10 full members in a division to nominate a candidate for either office. 

Qualifications 

 

The eligibility of nominees for the positions of ARRL Director and Vice Director will be reviewed by the Ethics 

& Elections Committee, composed of three Directors not subject to election this year: Tom Frenaye, K1KI, 

Mark Tharp, KB7HDX, and John Litz, NZ6Q. A nominee must be at least 21 years old and must have been 

licensed and a full member of ARRL for a continuous term of at least 4 years immediately preceding 

nomination. Each nominee must provide information concerning their employment, ownership, investment 

interests, and other financial arrangements to ensure compliance with the Board Member Statement (see Article 

12 of the ARRL Articles of Association and By-laws 18 - 24), available at www.arrl.org/general-

information. The qualifications for Director and Vice Director are identical. All the powers of the Director are 

transferred to the Vice Director in the event of the Director's resignation, recall, move outside the division, 

inability to serve, or death. 

 

Nomination Procedure 

 

Step 1: Obtain official nominating petition forms. Starting July 1, any full member residing in a division where 

there is an election may request an official nominating petition package in writing, either by letter or via email, 

to execadmin@arrl.org. The request must reach the ARRL Secretary no later than noon EDT on Friday, August 

14, 2026. If you are seriously considering running or nominating someone to run, please don't wait until the last 

minute to request the forms: the deadline for submitting a completed petition form is just one week later. 

 

Step 2: Complete the questionnaire and obtain signatures. Only the official form may be used.  The candidate 

must complete the questionnaire, providing the information required to determine eligibility, certifying its 

accuracy, and agreeing to assume the office if elected. To be valid, a nominating petition must name the 

candidate and must bear the signatures of 10 full members of the division. 

 

Step 3: Submit the petition form. The completed form must reach the Secretary no later than noon EDT on 

Friday, August 21, 2026. The submission may be made by electronic transmission of images (i.e., a PDF or 

JPEG attachment to an e-mail) or facsimile provided that, upon request, the original documents are received by 

the Secretary within 7 days of the request. A person who is nominated for both Director and Vice Director may 

choose to decline the nomination for Director; otherwise, the nomination for Director will stand, and that for 

Vice Director will be void. 

http://www.arrl.org/general-information
http://www.arrl.org/general-information
mailto:execadmin@arrl.org
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On Friday, August 28, 2026, the Secretary will notify each candidate of the name and call sign of each other 

candidate for the same office. Candidates will then have until Friday, September 11, 2026, to submit a 300-

word statement and a photograph if they desire those to be made available to voters in accordance with 

instructions that will be supplied. 

Balloting 

If there is only one eligible candidate for an office, they will be declared elected by the Ethics & Elections 

Committee. If there is more than one eligible candidate for an office, the full members in that division who are 

in good standing as of September 10, 2026, will have the opportunity to cast ballots. Official voting documents 

will be mailed to members who are eligible to vote no later than October 19, 2026, and for those with valid 

email addresses on file with ARRL a follow-up email will be sent on October 26, 2026. Votes must be 

electronically cast by noon Eastern Time on Friday, November 20, 2026. The candidate receiving the most 

votes will be declared the winner that day. 

 

Absentee Ballots 

 

A full member who is residing temporarily outside his or her home division, including overseas, may arrange to 

vote in the home division by notifying the Secretary before September 6, 2026, giving their current mailing 

address as reflected in the ARRL membership records (i.e. QST mailing address) and the reason why another 

division is considered home. Members with overseas military addresses should take special note of this 

provision; in the absence of information received to the contrary, ballots will be sent to them based on their 

postal addresses. 

 

The Incumbents 

 

The incumbent Directors and Vice Directors, respectively, in the five divisions in which elections will be held 

this year are: Atlantic: Marty Newingham, AG3I, and Ray Sokola, K9RS; Dakota: Bill Lippert, AC0W, and 

Christian Stallkamp, KI0D; Delta: David Norris, K5UZ, and John Mark Robertson, K5JMR; Great Lakes: 

Scott Yonally, N8SY, and Roy Hook, W8REH; and Midwest: Art Zygielbaum, K0AIZ, and David Propper, 

K2DP. 
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07/11/2026  INTERCITY AMATEUR RADIO 

CLUB HAMFEST  
Location: Ontario , OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Intercity Amateur Radio Club  

Website: http://W8WE.ORG 

Learn More 

 

07/19/2026 - Van Wert Hamfest 

Location: Van Wert, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club 

Learn More 

 

08/01/2026 - 2026 COLUMBUS HAM FEST 

Location: Grove City, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit 

Website: http://www.columbushamfest.com 

Learn More 

08/15/2026 - CINCINNATI HAMFEST℠ , ARRL 

GREAT LAKES DIVISION CONVENTION 

Location: Owensville, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest / Division Convention 

Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://cincinnatihamfest.org/ 

Learn More 

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest 

Location: Cortland, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 

Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 

Learn More 

08/22/2026 - PORTSMOUTH RADIO CLUB 2026 

HAMFEST 

Location: Wheelersburg, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee 

Computer,1776 Guns and Ammo  

Website: https://www.portsmouthradioclub.com 

Learn More 

 

09/13/2026 - FINDLAY HAMFEST 
Location: Findlay, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 

Website: http://findlayradioclub.org 

Learn More 

09/27/2026 - CLEVELAND HAMFEST 
Location: Berea, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Association of Cleveland 

Website: https://www.HAC.org 

Learn More 

10/10/2026 - WILLIAMS COUNTY ARA 

HAMFEST 

10/11/2026 - ASHLAND TRUNKFEST 

Location: Ashland, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Ohio Hamfests 2026 
We do have Hamfests Scheduled 

      

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/intercity-amateur-radio-club-hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/intercity-amateur-radio-club-hamfest
http://w8we.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/intercity-amateur-radio-club-hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-10
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/van-wert-hamfest-10
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https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cincinnati-hamfest-arrl-great-lakes-division-convention-1
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http://findlayradioclub.org/
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Location: Montpelier, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: WCARA 

Website: http://ka8ofe.weebly.com 

Learn More 

 

Sponsor: Ashland Area Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://www.n8ihi.org/ 

Learn More 

 

11/01/2026 - 2026 MASSILLON ARC HAMFEST 

AT MAPS 
Location: N. Canton, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://w8np.net 

Learn More 

 

11/07/2026 - GEORGETOWN / GRANT ARC 

HAMFEST 

Location: Georgetown, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Grant Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://grantamateurradioclub.yolasite.com/ 

Learn More 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention 
I want to personally invite everyone to the ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention on Saturday, August 15th.  

The event will be held at the Cincinnati Hamfest located at the Clermont County Fairgrounds just outside of 

Cincinnati. 

This will be a great opportunity to meet and speak with your ARRL representatives.  In addition, I will be a 

forum speaker discussing the ARRL and the Radio Community. 

Highlights of the event include: 

• Free Parking 

• Overnight RV parking (including water and electric), Two Admission Tickets and Flea Market space for 

only $40 (deadline week prior to event) 

• Inside tables only $5 each 

• Air-Conditioned Seating 

• Courtesy Transportation 

• Great Food Onsite 

• VE Testing 

• Forums 

• Large Flea Market 

I hope you will join us for this opportunity to meet others who love Amateur Radio and I do. 

 

Ron, AC8MA 

MilfordHamRadio.org 

president@milfordhamradio.org 

 

 

 

http://ka8ofe.weebly.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/williams-county-ara-hamfest-1
https://www.n8ihi.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/ashland-trunkfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
http://w8np.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-massillon-arc-hamfest-at-maps
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgetown-grant-arc-hamfest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgetown-grant-arc-hamfest-1
https://grantamateurradioclub.yolasite.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/georgetown-grant-arc-hamfest-1
https://cincinnatihamfest.org/event-details
http://milfordhamradio.org/
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Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s 

FREE!!  

Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & 

Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well. The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales 

and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the 

webpage.  You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at. 

   

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll 

advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this 

newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there 

for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No 

licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.  

 

Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and 

require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post 

to:  swap@arrlohio.org   

 

 

  

 
The famous 'King Midget Micro-Car' was invented in 1946 in Athens Ohio and was manufactured until 1969. The 

Model I is the smallest "Street-Legal" American-made motorcar ever built, and for much of its early history, was 

actually sold as a mailorder kit! During the 1960's, the King Midget was the 6th largest automobile manufacturer in 

the United States. 

 

In August 2026, dozens of these amazing little cars will visit Athens Ohio for the 80th Anniversary King Midget 

Jamboree. Regional Amateur Radio operators will join this celebration with a special worldwide shortwave station, 

using the callsign 'K8M'. for the most part, we will be following the highly successful 70th Anniversary 

(2016) playbook which logged over 600 contacts worldwide, and issued hundreds of QSL's. If you hold a valid FCC 

Swap & Shop 
Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop 

page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   

Here’s a link that will take you there…   

 

      

mailto:swap@arrlohio.org
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Amateur Radio License, you are invited to apply to be a guest control operator for this station!  Read 

ore: https://K8M.info/planning 

 

 
  

 

 

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur 

Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission 

has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal 

Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license 

documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to 

receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization 

— as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License 

Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an 

“official” printed copy of your license*     

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

We're looking for help with this years Sylvania Events. The Sylvania SuperKids (Kids Triathlon) is Saturday, 

Aug. 1st. The race starts at 7:30 AM and we're usually finished by 10:30 AM. The Sylvania Triathlon is the 

following day, Sunday, August 2nd. It also starts at 7:30 AM and lasts until 1:00 PM. For the Kids we only 

cover the bike course, for the adult triathlon we cover all three events. Both events take place in and around 

Olander park in Sylvania. If you'd like more information or to volunteer please contact me at 

either k8rks@bex.net or 419-471-0573. Thanks! 

https://k8m.info/planning
https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf
mailto:k8rks@bex.net


OHIO SECTION JULY 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Bret Stemen, KD8SCL Section Traffic Manager – Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Asst Section Manager – John Levo, W8KIW Asst Section Manager – Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Mat Nickoson,   

KC8NZJ 

Asst Section Manager – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Terry Windsor, KI8N 

 

 

 

  

 

Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio 

Section Journal 
 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) are archived on the website? 
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We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge 

all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to 

receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 

fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past 

newsletters are now archived to The Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) is produced as a comprehensive look at all the 

programs within the Ohio Section. I sincerely hope that 

you have enjoyed this edition of the OSJ and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news 

and information about the Ohio Section, and from around 

the world!  

 

  

 

Final…Final 

 

Chit – Chat, and All That! 
Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? 

Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have 

them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  

      

mailto:Opt-In@arrl-ohio.org?subject=Opt-in
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June was a busy month for me as I attended as many Field Day sites that I could. July is going by pretty fast. 

Hope your club had a great Field Day 2026? I was able to get out and visit a few sites and received a warm 

welcome at every site I visited. Thank you for all of the invitations to visit various clubs throughout the state.  

Here are a few of the sites I was able to visit this year. 

 

My first site was the CRES Club at Infirmary Mound Park in Granville, I stopped by before FD had started. 

 

  

My next stop was the NARA Club at Gellar Park in Heath. While I was there, FD had officially started. 
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My next stop was the Coshocton Club outside of Coshocton. The Sheriff stopped by for a tour of the site. 

 

My next stop was the ATARA Club in Fairfield County at Alley Park. 

 

My next stop was the Hocking Valley Club in Hocking County at Gibsonville Rec Center. (sorry no pictures). 

I wanted to visit several other sites (Tuscarawas Co. T-County ARC, Guernsey Co. Cambridge ARA and 

Highland Co. ARA) but was unable to due to an issue and had to cut my trip short. 

Thank you to all of the clubs for a warm welcome and hospitality. I was great to meet some of you for the first 

time and to see those of you that I already know. I am already planning my Field Day sites visits for 2027. 

 

Thank You! 

 
I would like to say “Thank You” the clubs and members that given me a warm welcome to the local “hamfests” 

that I have attended to date, I apricate being able to meet and speak with you. I look forward to the upcoming 

hamfests and being able to meet and speak with everyone. 
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Now it’s time to start figuring out which hamfests to get to in 2026. There are a couple BIG Fests worth going 

to if you can make it, there are some right in our own back yard!  I’ll look forward to seeing you there and at 

many other Fests and Events throughout the Ohio Section this year! 

 

Share the Magic of Radio! 

 

73, 

Bret, KD8SCL 
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