>

wBsCQ

[

R8ABC
'V, CLEVELAND
@4 oHIO o

IONOSPHERE =
(e.g, F-layer)

NVIS PROPAGATION PATH __ / ¢ .
(Near Vertical Incidence Skywave) -H‘d' / \

NVIS PROPAGATION PATH
(Near Vertical Incidence Skywave)

* Local / Regional Coverage

* Low-Profile Antennas

« All-Weather / Continuous Comms

* THE POWER OF NEAR-VERTICAL *|
. INCIDENCE SKYWAVE (NVIS)

The Spirit of
’76 and ’88 <

Newsletter of the

Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
Carsten Lohrmann, KD8SWBB, Editor

o ame . . - .- . - - . . - . - . - o . . - . - . -

LEARA Monthly Meeting
NVIS Antennas

by Eric Jessen, NSAUC

The Firehouse Grille & Pub
2768 Stark Dr., Willoughby Hills, OH
June 30, 6:30 p.m.

" .-

The Prez Says

by Bryan Torok,
N8OOF

The May Meeting
program was
Crossband Repeating
presented by Eddie
Stevens, KDSFTS.
Eddie started by
defining what cross-
band repeating is and
several use cases of
why you might want to use it. Examples included
in one’s home, at a public service event, or an

... continue on page 2
1
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Prez cont.

EmComm situation. He explained one-way and two-way
crossbanding along with the use of CTCSS and DPL encoding.
Eddie even showed how to use two crossband repeaters to create
in in-band repeater.

For the finale of the night, Eddie demonstrated his crossband
repeater in a box. It contained a mobile radio, power supply,
battery, and antenna that he can deploy in one or two minutes.
While using an HT on low power to conserve battery, he can
crossband to have a full 50 watts to make it into a repeater or
circumvent terrain. Eddie invited attendees to turn on their HTs
and try it out.

While I first used crossband repeating in the 1990s in support of
the Westlake Soccer Tournament, I still picked up a few new
ideas. As promised, it was an interesting and entertaining
evening.

The June Meeting will be Tuesday, June 30, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting starting about 7:30 p.m.
Keep an eye on leara.org and your email for updates on the
program.

The June Meeting will be at The Firehouse Grille & Pub, 2768
Stark Dr., Willoughby Hills, OH. We will be ordering off the
menu.

https:/firehousegrilleandpub.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-
Menu-File.pdf

Reservations: Because we will be ordering off the menu,
reservations are not strictly required, but are appreciated so we

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for
membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00.

LEARA’s address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.

LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits
monetarily if you do so through the club.
Go to 5

instructions therein.

and follow the

Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June)
at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter or, if situation
requires, in a virtual conference meeting online. The LEARA newsletter usually arrives near
the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may vary and often require a reservation. Those
interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are
open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating.

Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months. Meetings are open
to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. Trustees meet at one of
the Cuyahoga County Public Library branches or in a virtual conference room online.

Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for details.


https://www.leara.org
https://www.leara.org
https://leara.org/membership/
https://www.leara.org/files/ARRL_via_LEARA_Appl_Instructions.pdf
https://leara.org/membership/
mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:edrivers@ameritech.net
mailto:kb8vxe@arrl.net
mailto:km8v@arrl.net
mailto:btorok@sbcglobal.net
mailto:editor@leara.org
https://firehousegrilleandpub.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Our-Menu-File.pdf
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Prez cont.

can let the restaurant know how many places to
set. Please make your reservation either on the
website, https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/ or by
calling Marv Grossman, W8AZO, at (440) 248-
0031. Come out for the food and camaraderie.

Future Meetings: For July we will be at Teamz
in Middleburg Heights. August will be LEARA’s
annual Picnic Meeting at the Kiwanis Pavilion in
Independence Park. As always, if you have any
suggestions for meeting programs, please contact
Eric Jessen, N8AUC, or me. Contact info is on
page 2 in the left column.

146.880 Repeater Problems: We’re working on
it. At this point I have been up there with Dave,
the Tower Guy. He resecured the feedline to the
tower, but did not see any obvious damage or
explanation for the poor SWR. Unfortunately, my
antenna analyzer was acting up, so we weren’t
able to go further. We have plans to revisit the
site in the near future when we can get our
schedules together and the weather cooperates.

The MiNi1300: While I have one of the original
MFJ 269 antenna analyzers (no letter following
the number) I've never been very happy with it.
It does a lot, but only one frequency at a time. To
get a real understanding for what an antenna is
doing you need to take several readings in each
band of interest. If you want a table, chart, or
graphical representation, using an MFJ 269, take
the readings, write them down, and draw your
own.

There are newer antenna analyzers that have
screens and that will sweep a band or set of
frequencies. Some very nice ones are made by
RigExpert, but units that go into UHF are in the
$500 and up range. Then came the NanoVNA
Vector Network Analyzers. They are relatively
inexpensive, many under $100, and perform lots
of functions. However, the most common
comment on the Internet, especially YouTube, is
that they have multiple layers of menus and are
not intuitive or user friendly to use.

June 2026

Recently I attended the NOARS Portable Day
event where I saw Frank Roman, KC8VKA,
demoing his homebrew loop antenna. Loop
antennas are tricky to tune with extremely
narrow bandwidth. Frank was using a device
called a MiNi1300 to assist him with the getting
the tuning just right. The MiNi1300 solves the
unwieldy menu problems. It is basically a
NanoVNA with a graphical user interface/menu
overlaid on it. It also has an N-connector in place
of the fragile SMA connector of the NanoVNA.

I was so impressed, I did some research and
ended up buying one. I'll write some more about
it in a future newsletter. In the meantime I've
included a few pictures. Also, here is link to a
review by Dave Casler, KEOOG,
https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=UNPZxQjj1a8.
Dave has hundreds of Amateur Radio videos on
YouTube and also writes a column in QST.

Until next month, talk on the radio and use the
repeaters. Check into one of the many nets
available on the LEARA repeaters. Join us for a
Saturday morning Trustees Zoom meeting. Join
us on the air, online, or in person. We really want
to see or at least hear from you, even if it is only
by radio or Zoom.



https://leara.org/dinner-reservation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNPZxQjj1a8
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Club Net Information
by Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

| The Thursday Club Net is
held 8 p.m. on our 146.760
(or 146.880 backup) MHz
(-600 kHz offset, PL 110.9)
repeater. All nets will be
held on this repeater. Please use it and notify any
trustee of any troubles or issues.

May 2026 Check-Ins 18
ADBPD  Ken | KBBVXE Carl NBAUC  Eric
KZWJS BILL | KCBFAV  Mark NBAZE Joe
KBARP  Arp | KCBMRC Bob NBLXY  William
KBBCS Brad | KEBCED Robert WBIE  Ed
KBSAS  Steve | NTWAM  Bill W8JMI Bryan
KABVIT  Bill NBAHS Fred | WABZHN im

Remember if you missed a net, check out the web
page for a recap of the trivia and discussion
questions.

Net Control Schedule
The tentative | [6/25/28 Jim | WABZHN
scheduled | [07/02/28 | Fric | NBAUC
NCOs | 07/09/26 | Carl | KBBVXE
for the next ™ mjeme™ | fg | Wl
Nets are: 7 9298 | Robert | KEBCED
Please check | 07/30/28 | Jim | WABZHN
the Web(fllltrer g’; 08/06/26 | Eric | NBAUC
assignments, |_U8/13/28 | Carl | KBBVXE
. 08/20/76 | Ed | WRIF
- click == "18/97/26 | Robert | KERCED
GIKBBWE_ [Carl  [WBE | Ed
OLKMB [ Jon [ WABZIN | Jim
Z | NBAUC Eric KEBCED | Robert

*Short time leave **Long term leave

LEARA "On the Air"
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The Wednesday Night Skywarn

Practice Net

The Skywarn season runs from April thru
September. Practice nets are held Wednesday
evenings at 8:30 p.m. on the 146.76 repeater. With
a simplex net to follow on 146.475. Should the
National Weather Service issue a severe storm
warning for Cuyahoga County, a weather net
will be brought up on the 146.76 repeater.

Visit https://n8esg.org/skywarn/ for more infor-

mation and training sessions.

Information about Cleveland Weather operations

can be found at https://wx8cle.org/

An On-Line Storm Spotter training video from
the NWS is available at
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/

858879174941020/

ARES

ARES nets and meetings are held every Tuesday
(Except the third Tuesday of the Month) at 8PM
on 145.410 (+)110.9. A simplex net will be held
afterwards. ARES meetings are in the meeting
room at the Helwig Whistle Stop 599 West
Bagley Rd. Berea, OH. at 7PM the third Tuesday
of each month. More info about ARES can be

found at www.n8esg.org/ares.

Sunshine

Robin Jessen KC8AWO (XYL of Eric Jessen
N8AUC), has been going through some issues
with her back. Just as it looked as if she was
getting the pain under control, she did a woopsie
and is now hurting again. We wish her a speedy
recovery.

Please contact Robert Wright (ke8ceo@leara.org)

with information.


https://leara.org/net/
ke8ceo@leara.org
https://n8esg.org/skywarn/
http://n8esg.org/ares/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSCleveland/videos/858879174941020/
https://wx8cle.org/
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Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions
from www.arrl.org

07/11/2026 - 2026 Mansfield
Mid Summer Trunkfest

Location: Mansfield, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Intercity Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://w8we.org

Learn More

09/27/2026 - Cleveland Hamfest

Location: Berea, OH

Type: ARRL Hamfest

Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https://www.HAC.org

Learn More

June 2026

Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations

from www.arrl.org

06/06/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

07/12/2026 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Old ElImwood
Recreation Center

Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

08/01/2026 | Kirtland OH 44094

Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library

Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

09/05/2026 | Fairview Park OH 44126

Sponsor: Northern Ohio

Amateur Radio Society

Location: Fairview Park Library
Time: 10:00 AM

(No Walk-ins / Register or Call ahead)
Learn More

09/13/2026 | Independence OH 44131

Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Old ElImwood
Recreation Center

Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More


https://www.HAC.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-mansfield-mid-summer-trunkfest
http://w8we.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-mansfield-mid-summer-trunkfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2026-mansfield-mid-summer-trunkfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/cleveland-hamfest-6
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-190
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/fairview-park-oh-44126-2120-14
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-116
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-189
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-189
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-115
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/kirtland-oh-44094-8500-115
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LEARA Meeting
Firehouse Grille & Pub Q
May 26th 2026; Pictures: Carsten Lohrmann zoom
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA 4th Jul
June LEARA meeting VOICE 146.76/R Y
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8 p.m. LEARA
July VOICE 146.76/R
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8 p.m. LEARA
VOICE 146.76/R
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Pan Ohio Hope |[Pan Ohio |Pan Ohio
Ride Hope Ride Hope Ride
8 p.m. LEARA
VOICE 146.76/R
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Pan Ohio 6:30 p.m. 8 p.m. LEARA Ausust
Hope Ride LEARA meeting VOICE 146.76/R gus

Check the Event Support Group Website for more event details
>>> https://n8esg.org/calendar/ <<<



https://n8esg.org/calendar/
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Following Earthquake in
Venezuela, Radio Amateurs
Asked to Keep Frequencies
Clear

06/27/2026 from: https//www.arrl.org/news/following-
earthquake-in-venezuela-radio-amateurs-asked-to-keep-
frequencies-clear

Venezuela Earthquake —25th June
Frequency clearance requested

2026

Jun 25, 2026 - Emergency Comms - Greg Mossop,
GODUB

Following the fatal earthquake in Venezuela on
Wednesday at 5:04 PM local time (10:04 PM
UTC), local radio amateurs have asked that that
all amateur radio colleagues in the Americas and
the rest of the world protect the following
frequency used by Venezuelan amateur radio
operators:

40 m: 7135 kHz.

Domingo L. Hernandez Lima, YV5IZE, director
of the Venezuelan Radio Club’s National
Emergency Network reports that a large part of
the capital is without electricity and
communication systems are operating on battery
power. They were already activating their

The Spirit of ’76 and "88 ~ Over 55 Years of Service to the Community

emergency shortwave (HF) frequency and also
using digital frequencies and communication
modes.

At the same time, the emergency
communications coordinators of amateur radio
operators from Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and other
countries in the region, as well as members of
the Board of Directors of the International
Amateur Radio Union Region 2 (IARU R2),
remain on standby to provide any assistance that
may be needed.

Information received from Carlos Alberto
Santamaria Gonzéalez, CO2JC, Emergency
Communications Coordinator, IARU R2.

https://www.iaru-rl.org/2026/venezuela-

earthquake-25th-june-2026-frequency-clearance-
requested/

LEARA — The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
More than 55 YEARS of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 110.9 Hz tone)

(Requires 141.3 Hz tone)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone) (Offline)

Digital Only (mmdvm: Fusion, DMR, D-Star & P25)

(Requires 131.8 Hz tone)

VOICE REPEATERS:

146.76/R- « Highland Hills
146.88/R- « Lakewood
224.90/R- « Lakewood
444.40/R+ « Macedonia
444.70/R+ « Lakewood
INTERNET: www.leara.org
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