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APRIL ONE QUESTION 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 

WHAT MODES DO YOU 

PREFER? 

Out of 65 responses, 33 said 

“SSB”; and 16 said “Digital” 

and 16 “UHF,VHF FM. I guess 

what we see from this is that 

there are many reasons folks 

get into Amateur Radio!  We 

have many interests in the use 

of “RADIO” in our lives that 

draw us all to this hobby.  

Everyone’s reason is valid! 

 

THIS MONTH’S “ONE 

QUESTION  

QUESTIONNAIRE” AKA 

1QQ - 

GO TO THE WEBSITE 

WWW.ARRL-OHIO.ORG TO 

SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER! 

 

 YEAR OF THE CLUB: 

2026 has been 

designated by the ARRL Board of 

Directors as the Year of the Club, 

recognizing that radio clubs are 

the backbone of ARRL. The 

growth and development of 

amateur radio rely on our vibrant 

community of radio clubs. All 

ARRL Affiliated Clubs are 

invited to participate! 

https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-

club 

 

http://www.arrl-ohio.org/
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club


 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

2026 ARRL Field Day is June 27 - 28 | www.arrl.org/Field-Day 

It’s not too early to gear up and get ready for ARRL Field Day! Field Day 2026 takes place June 27 – 28 and 

will bring together more than 30,000 amateur radio operators for one of the most popular on-the-air events in 

the US and Canada. 

This year’s Field Day theme is “Amateur Radio: A National Resource.” Combined with the ARRL Year of the 

Club, it provides the perfect opportunity for radio clubs to set up stations in public places to demonstrate ham 

radio's science, skill, and service to our communities and our nation.     

All of the information you need to get started can be found on the Field Day web page, including how to join 

the ARRL Field Day Facebook Group, where you can share your plans, tips, and tricks for a successful Field 

Day.     

The overall objective for Field Day is to contact as many stations as possible on the 160-, 80-, 40-, 20-,15- and 

10-meter HF bands, as well as all bands above 50 MHz, and to learn to operate in less than optimal conditions. 

Many clubs choose to set up in camp-style fashion with portable equipment, temporary antennas, and off-grid 

power sources. 

 Is your club getting ready and making plans for Field Day 2026? If your club is planning a Field Day event, 

make to registrar your FD 2026 site on the Field Day Locator page and your site may receive a visit from an 

Ohio Section official. https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator  

 

 

ARRL HANDBOOK GIVEAWAY 

May Handbook Winner – Mike Orra, K8PWR. Congratulations! 

Your handbook is on the way! There were 75 entries last month. Get 

out to the Ohio Section Website and get yourself in the game! 

Go to the website www.arrl-ohio.org to enter. 

https://www.arrl.org/Field-Day
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://clubs.arrl.org/year-of-the-club
https://www.arrl.org/field-day
https://www.facebook.com/groups/arrlfd
https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
http://www.arrl-ohio.org/


 

 

   

 

 
  

 
  

 

 
When you think about planned events as what kinds of skills and equipment are needed to be successful, and 

focus less on WHAT you will actually be doing, it becomes clear that they are probably one of the best training 

opportunities around. And best of all, we don’t need to bother our served agencies to be involved in them. 

So, I encourage all ARES groups and volunteers to get out and watch a little spandex this summer. It will be a 

great low stress opportunity to hone your skills and equipment before it’s too late and “the big one” happens. 

I would be happy to hear YOUR comments about what YOU would like to see from ARES. Feel free to visit 

the Ohio ARES site https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/ and click “contact me” or utilize the contact form at 

www.n8esg.org and check out what we have going on in the Cleveland area while you are there. 

 

Mat KC8NZJ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator 
 

Mat Nickoson – KC8NZJ, SEC 

kc8nzj@outlook.com 

 

 

Ohio Section Public Information Coordinator 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ AUXC 

 

ke8fmj@gmail.com 

OHIO Section PIC and ASEC District Emergency Coordinator, 

D3 Ohio ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene 

County 

 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio      

https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/
http://www.n8esg.org/
mailto:ke8fmj@gmail.com


 

 

 
From https://capital-strategic-solutions.com/2024/11/the-essential-role-of-public-information-officers-bridging-

communication-trust-and-transparency-in-todays-fast-paced-world/: 

 

 

In today’s fast-paced world, where news spreads instantly and transparency is critical, the role of a Public 

Information Officer (PIO) has never been more essential. Acting as the bridge between a government 

organization and the public, PIOs ensure clear, accurate and effective communication, especially during times of 

crisis. But what exactly does a PIO do?   

 

Media Relations   

 

A significant part of a PIO’s role is managing the organization’s relationship with the media. This involves:   

• Writing news releases and responding to inquiries from journalists.   

• Arranging interviews and serving as the organization’s official spokesperson.   

• Building strong relationships with media outlets to ensure accurate and favorable coverage.  

• Coordinating and organizing news conferences, establishing a staging area for media to have direct 

access to audio and visuals.   

 

In essence, the PIO is the organization’s voice, helping to craft and manage its public narrative.   

Communicating with the Public   

PIOs are responsible for ensuring the public has access to accurate and timely information. Whether through 

social media updates, news conferences or the organization’s website, a PIO makes complex topics 

understandable and ensures transparency.   

They also develop communication strategies to engage with different audiences effectively, ensuring the 

organization’s messaging is clear, consistent and trustworthy.   

 

Crisis Management   

 

When a crisis emerges, the PIO becomes a critical player. Whether it’s a natural disaster, a public health 

emergency or an organizational scandal, the PIO leads efforts to keep the public informed. They provide timely 

updates, address concerns and work to maintain calm in chaotic situations.   

 

This role requires not only excellent communication skills but also the ability to remain composed under 

pressure while balancing the needs of the organization and the public.   

 

Internal Collaboration   

 

A PIO doesn’t work in isolation. They collaborate closely with leadership and various departments to ensure 

consistent messaging. From preparing talking points for executives to aligning internal communications with 

public-facing ones, the PIO ensures everyone is on the same page.  

 

Building Community Trust   

 

In addition to media and crisis management, a PIO plays a crucial role in community engagement and outreach. 

This might involve organizing public meetings, responding to citizen inquiries or hosting events to foster trust 

and transparency in the community. A well-informed community is an engaged and supportive one, and the PIO 

helps make that possible.   

 

Why the PIO Role Matters   

 

 

https://capital-strategic-solutions.com/2024/11/the-essential-role-of-public-information-officers-bridging-communication-trust-and-transparency-in-todays-fast-paced-world/
https://capital-strategic-solutions.com/2024/11/the-essential-role-of-public-information-officers-bridging-communication-trust-and-transparency-in-todays-fast-paced-world/


 

 

At its core, the PIO’s role is about building trust—between organizations and the communities they serve. In an 

era where misinformation spreads quickly, having a professional dedicated to communicating accurate, 

accessible and meaningful information is invaluable.   

 

Whether through daily updates or during moments of crisis, the PIO ensures that people have the information 

they need to stay informed and make decisions. It’s a role that combines strategy, empathy and expertise, making 

it vital for any organization committed to transparency and public service.  

 

 

 
 

—— 

Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ 

AuxC, LDT HHC OHSDF 

OHIO Section Public Information Coordinator, Assistant SEC 

District Emergency Coordinator, D3 Ohio ARES 

Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene County 

 

 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio™ 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If your Field Day site is already running HF, VHF, or Winlink, you’re only a few minutes away from earning 

200 easy points. With a little planning — and a list of Ohio Section and Great Lakes Division contacts — your 

club can demonstrate real emergency-communications capability while boosting your score. 

Print and Mail a Radiogram Postcard 

 

So, have you had a situation where you wanted to deliver a Radiogram via USPS? 

You would need to print out the Radiogram and stuff it in an envelope, then address it 

and add a stamp. 

Well, you have another choice the NTS2 committee now has on their website a service 

which you can use to send out a Postcard.  

To deliver a Radiogram to its recipient, you can order a 4×6-inch Radiogram Postcard to be 

automatically printed and mailed. Send a Radiogram Postcard as a courtesy confirmation copy, or in 

cases where the recipient has been unreachable by telephone or e-mail. 

There is a modest cost (about 1 US dollar) for each postcard, which covers the cost of printing, postage, 

and mailing. You cover this cost by pre-loading your Radiogram Postcard Wallet, using PayPal or a 

credit card, with enough Postcard Credits to cover the postcards you expect to send in the near future. 

One credit is deducted from your Wallet each time you send a postcard. (You can add credits to your 

Wallet each time you fill out a Radiogram Postcard). 

I tried it out and you can see the results in the photos in this article. 

So, if you want to try this service out head over to nts2.arrl.org/postcard-entry. 

 

Virtual NTS Traffic Net 
Many Technician class amateurs miss out on fun and skills learning of 

traffic handling because they reside in areas of the country where local 

traffic nets on VHF repeaters don’t exist. The Virtual NTS Training 

Net (VNTN) seeks to address this problem with the creation of a Zoom-

based local traffic net that can be accessed by anyone with an internet 

connection. 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM 

AC8NP@AC8NP.COM  

419.618.0330 

Hams Over IP #101918 

      

https://nts2.arrl.org/postcard-entry/
https://d.docs.live.net/nts2.arrl.org/postcard-entry/


 

 

VNTN will accept check-ins and radiogram traffic utilizing standard phonetics and pro-signs; in short, 

participants will enjoy the same experiences as those who check into conventional “RF” traffic nets.  The net 

will incorporate a “hands-on” training approach in traffic procedures, radiogram creation, and relay. 

“It is our hope that new amateurs who participate in VNTN will be motivated to join section and region nets on 

HF after upgrading to a higher license class,” says Phil Temples, K9HI, who chairs EC-FSC’s NTS 

Subcommittee.  

The Net meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM ET. In future, it is hoped that a west coast version will be established 

at around 7 PM PT. 

The latest VNTN URL can be found at <https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/>. 

Send a Radiogram 

What’s a Radiogram? 

You’ve probably heard of amateur radio (“ham”) operators, and you might know a friend, family member, or 

neighbor who loves to build radio equipment and talk to thousands of other ham operators around the world! 

But you might not know that amateur radio operators are primed and ready to step in and provide valuable 

communications to the general public, when all else fails. Even if Internet service, power lines, and phone lines 

are all down, amateur radio still can get the message through. To be ready for this, many amateurs have joined a 

network called the National Traffic System (NTS), which is like a telegraph office over radio. NTS volunteers 

spend their free time relaying messages, called Radiograms, entirely by amateur radio, completely free of 

charge. This is great practice to be sure they can serve the public during a true emergency! 

Send a Radiogram Now — It’s Free! 
Now, there’s a way that YOU can try Amateur Radio messaging! Think of a friend or family member you’d like 

to contact by Radiogram. You can send any short message, as long as it’s not business-related, urgent or critical, 

or too private or personal. Your message will be picked up by an Amateur Radio volunteer operator and relayed 

across the country near its destination; finally, the recipient will get a local phone call from a nearby ham, or the 

message might even be delivered in person. Along the way, ham operators will be relaying your message by 

voice, digital, or even Morse code, and getting valuable practice in emergency public service. 

Go to this website to send a message today: 

https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/ 

 

 

National Traffic System 

Traffic and Message 

Handling 

For Skill, Service, and Fun! 

 

 
The ARRL got its start by organizing message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, accurately to its 

destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, voice, and digital. 

• Why practice traffic handling? 

• It teaches operator good skills. 

• It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages. 

• You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power. 

• You create friendships and camaraderie. 

Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more 

information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of 

your Ham Radio experience!  

Ohio Section Nets 
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or if it is going out of Ohio you can also take it to the 

OSSBN.  Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO  

 

https://nts2.arrl.org/virtual-nts-training-net/
https://nts2.arrl.org/radiogram/


 

 

OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET 

Morning Session 10:30 AM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

Afternoon Session 4:15 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day   

Evening Session 6:45 PM 3972.5 kHz Every Day 

 

OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS 

HF CW NETS NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET MANAGERS   

Buckeye Early 6:45 PM 3.580 MHz N2LC 

Buckeye Late 10:00 PM 3.590 MHz WB9LBI 

Ohio Slow Net 6:00 PM 3.53535 MHz N2LC 

 

All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM 

OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS 

VHF 

NETS 

NET TIMES FREQUENCY NET 

MANAGERS   

BRTN  Monday, Thursday Saturday 

9:30 PM 

145.230 MHz PL 

110.9   

KD8GXL 

COTN 7:15 PM DAILY   146.970 MHz PL 

123.0 

KV8Z 

NWOATT Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat at 07:30 

PM 

147.375 MHz PL 

103.5 

KE8VJP 

ODMR Monday 8:30 PM TG 3139 WB8YYS 

TCTTN 9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri   147.015 MHz PL 

110.9     

WB8YYS 

TATN 8:00 PM DAILY 146.670 MHz PL 

123.0  

K8KRA 

 

BRTN - Burning River Traffic Net (serving the Cleveland area and all North Central Ohio) 

COTN – Central Ohio Traffic Net (serving Columbus and Central Ohio) 

NWOATT – Northwest Ohio ARES Traffic and Training Net (serving Northwest Ohio) 

ODMR – Ohio DMR Net (serving Ohio) 

TCTTN - Tri-County Traffic and Training Net (serving Northeast Ohio) 

TATN - Tri-State Amateur Traffic Net (serving Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana) 

 

Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Ohio Section Traffic Manager 



 

 

419-618-0330 HOIP 101918 

ac8np@ac8np.com 

 

NTS® Resources  

 
The National Traffic System® (NTS®) is a network of amateur radio operators who move information during 

disasters and other emergencies. General messages offering well-wishes also move through the NTS® to help 

test the system and to help amateur radio operators build traffic handling skills. While the NTS® is primarily set 

up to serve the United States and Canada, it is possible to move traffic internationally through the NTS® via 

various local, regional, area, and international network connections. 
  

NTS 2.0 

NTS Manual 

NTS Methods and Practices Guidelines 

Handling Instructions 

Numbered Texts 

Form Encoding Rules for Form 
  

Sign Up to Receive The NTS Letter 

The NTS® Letter is published monthly and is free of charge to ARRL members. 

Subscribe: www.arrl.org/opt-in-out 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

Assistant Section Manager 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT – ASM 

k8zt73@gmail.com 

      

mailto:ac8np@ac8np.com
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1OQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MA/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA1Nw/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2MQ/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mg/index.html
https://arrl.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zMzc0NTIzJnA9MSZ1PTUyMDM5NjA3MSZsaT0zODYyMzA2Mw/index.html


 

 

May W1AW/8 Ohio Activation 
 

The big week has come and gone, and the QSOs have been logged and sent to ARRL for 

posting to LOTW (Logbook Of The World). The propagation gods sent us a few curves in 

flares from the sun, but we still had over 8700 QSOs! I want to thank all the operators who 

made this possible, but I may have missed some because some of the activations were club 

projects, and I may not have all the callsigns.  

 

 
 

If you missed activating or working W1AW/8 Ohio, you have a second chance in August- 

08/12/2026- Starts  00:01 UTC Wed, Aug 12th to 23:59 Tues, Aug 18th  (EDT- 8 PM Tues, 

Aug 11th to 8 PM Tues, Aug 18th). If you would like to sign up to be an activator, please 

complete this form- tiny.cc/w1aw8-app. 

 

 

Statistics from W1AW/8 Ohio May Activation 
Here are some statistics from the operation: 

● Raw QSO Total = 8731 

● There were around 45 QSOs with errors in callsign or other info (~0.4%) 

 

We worked: 

 

● All 50 US States 

● 90 DXCC Entities 

http://tiny.cc/w1aw8-app


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Most Worked Calls 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
Ohio QSOs 



 

 

 

 

Summer Camp 
The Youngstown State University College of STEM will host two weeklong STEM Wireless 

Communication Day Camps for rising 6th-8th grade students this summer. This is an 

excellent opportunity for youngsters, and I need you to get the word out to friends, family, 

schools and organizations. The brochure is below, but you can share it with others using this 

simple shortcut - tiny.cc/ysu-wc. Please forward this link to anyone with students 

who might be interested.  

 

Wireless Communication Camp  
at Williamson Innovation Park 

 

Youngstown State University College of STEM will host two week-long STEM Wireless 

Communication Day Camps for rising 5th—8th grade students (Beginner): July 20-24 & (Advanced): 

August 3-7 

tiny.cc/ysu-stem-camp 

http://tiny.cc/ysu-wc
http://tiny.cc/ysu-stem-camp


 

 

Do you know how information travels from place to place? Learn about this ever-advancing 

technology from the Morse-code beginnings to radio communication and now to advanced wireless and 
5 G. Prepare for a future career in wireless communication!  

Through fun and hands-on activities, attendees will examine how radio works, learn different ways to 

use it, and get an introduction to the electromagnetic spectrum. Activities include building a Morse 

Code Key to take home, learning Morse Code, tuning in to radio signals from around the world, and 

demonstrating two-way radio voice, digital, and CW communication using Amateur (Ham) radio! 
 

Camp is Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 3 PM. Registration closes two weeks before camp 

starts or when the camp is full, whichever comes first. Space is limited! The cost is $175 per attendee, 

which includes all supplies, activities, take-homes and lunch. The Williamson Innovation Park is at 

8399 Tippecanoe Rd, Canfield, OH 44406. We hope to see you there! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

That’s it for this month for me; I hope to work you on the air soon! 

73, Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net) 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

Technical Coordinator 
 

Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC 

K8JTK@arrl.net   

 

mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
mailto:K8JTK@arrl.net


 

 

Hey gang, 

As Technical Coordinator for the Ohio Section, I oversee the section’s Technical Specialists. We are here to promote 

technical advances and the experimentation side of the hobby by encouraging amateurs in the section to share their 

technical achievements in QST, at club meetings, in club newsletters, and at hamfests and conventions. We are 

available to assist program committees in finding or providing suitable programs for local club meetings, ARRL 

hamfests, and conventions within the section. When called upon, serve as advisors for RFI issues and work with 

ARRL officials and other appointees providing technical advice. 

Technical Specialists are a cadre of qualified and competent individuals here for the “advancement of the radio art,” a 

profound obligation incurred under the rules of the FCC.  The Specialists support myself and the section in two main 

areas of responsibility: RFI and technical information & knowledge.  They can specialize in one or more areas or be 

generalists with knowledge in many areas.  Responsibilities range from serving as consultants or advisors to local 

hams to speaking at local club meetings on popular topics.  In the Ohio Section, there are 12 qualified specialists. 

RFI (radio frequency interference) and EMI (electromagnetic interference) includes harmful interference that seriously 

degrades, obstructs, or repeatedly interrupts a radio communication service such as ham radio or public service 

agencies.  RFI sources range from bad power insulators, industrial control systems, nearby or poorly made 

transmitters, household appliances, personal devices like computers, monitors, printers, game consoles - to grow 

lights, failing or poorly made transformers, and devices hams brag about getting cheap from China.  Technical 

Specialists can offer advice to help track down interference or locate bozo stations when called upon. Technical 

information is wide-ranging, everything from antennas to Zumspots. 

How can we help? The knowledge and abilities of YOUR Technical Specialists are really quite impressive: 

• Amplifiers 

• Antennas (fixed, portable, emergency operation) 

• Antenna systems such as towers, guying, coax/feedlines, and baluns 

• Boat anchors (tube technology) 

• Computer systems – Windows, Linux, Raspberry Pi 

• Digital voice and data modes - including D-STAR, DMR, Fusion, NXDN, P25, APRS, IGates, packet, TNCs, 

MT63, FT8/4, Olivia, PSK, etc. 

• Direction finding 

• Electronics and circuits, including teachers whom have taught electronics classes 

• Former repair technicians 

• Home brew 

• Internet linking (Voice over IP, aka VoIP) – Echolink, AllStar/HamVoIP, DVSwitch, PBX/Asterisk 

• Mobile installations – HF, VHF/UHF, antennas 

• Narrow Band Emergency Messaging System (NBEMS) – Fldigi and Flmsg 

• Networking – AREDN mesh, AMPRNet, routers, port forwarding, ISPs, firewalls, mesh 

• Power supplies 

• Propagation 

• Repeaters, controllers, and high-profile systems 

• RFI caused by power lines and consumer appliances 

• RF safety 

• SHARES stations (SHAred RESources - Department of Homeland Security HF radio program) 

• Software Defined Radios (SDR) 

• Tower safety 

• Professional certifications such as Motorola Certified Technicians, Master Electrician, Certified Journeyman 

Electronics Technician, General Radiotelephone Operator License (GROL), ETA certifications, Society of 

Broadcast Engineers (SBE) certifications and affiliations, and Marine Radio Operator permit holders. 

https://www.arrl.org/technical-coordinator
https://www.arrl.org/technical-specialist


 

 

This impressive list of qualifications are available resources to all in the Ohio Section. Looking for guidance in one of 

these areas? Need a program for your club meeting? How about a technical talk or forum at a hamfest? Assistance or 

direction on a project?  My contact info is near my picture and on the arrl-ohio.org website. I’ll assist getting you in 

touch with an appropriate Technical Specialist. 

Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Another short column this month as I don’t really have a lot to write about. I am planning to attend some of the 

upcoming hamfests and hope you will stop by the Ohio Section table to say HI! I hope everyone has a good month, 

staying “radio-active” and planning ham radio related events. 

I am starting to feel like I am on repeat, like an old, scratched LP record here, but there are still 

a majority of Ohio Affiliated clubs that have not completed their 2026 annual reports. Checking 

ARRL club records, I still see that most clubs need to renew their Special Service Club (SSC) 

endorsements. If you are reading this, at your next club meeting please bring this up and inquire 

if your contact person will take a few minutes to update the club information at 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club and renew your SSC at https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application. 

Half of this year is almost over, and I would appreciate it if your club could take care of this item. 

If you need assistance accessing your club’s information or filling out the application, please let 

me know and I will assist. 

Affiliated Clubs Coordinator 
 

Terry Windsor, KI8N 

ki8n.tw@gmail.com  

 

http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
https://www.arrl.org/ssc-application
mailto:ki8n.tw@gmail.com


 

 

Has your club completed planning for ARRL Field Day June 26 – 28? I checked the Field 

Day locator and see a lot of clubs, especially in Central Ohio, have not yet listed their 

location in the Locator. https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator. Last year I used this map to 

find Ohio Field Day locations I visited, and that is my plan again this year in hopes to visit 

several FD sites. 

Till next month, Ham It UP! 

73. 

Terry, KI8N 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

 
What does a successful club look like? Ask 10 different people and get 10 different definitions of what that 

successful club will look like. Some will say something about the number of people who are on the role; some 

may say something about the number of members who have attained their Extra license and others might say 

the number of crock pots with good food in them on Field Day. Any many other statements which that look like 

success to other could be added. 

 

Many see success as the number of people that show up to the monthly meetings where nothing of lasting value 

happens other than the outstanding repeater issue may be discussed or the new guy asks a question and is 

laughed at by the establishment. I personally would not call most of the “usual” happening in many clubs, not 

just in Amateur Radio clubs, success. Success is so much more than working to maintain the status quo. 

Assistant Section Manager 
 

Al Andress – KD8ZBS 

KD8ZBS@gmail.com 

https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
mailto:KD8ZBS@gmail.com


 

 

But I would ask, how many individuals are utilizing the skills they have learned from others, regardless of the 

licensing class they hold, to be active at whatever level it is that interest them. And many of us have realized the 

large number of opportunities there are in Amateur Radio to find that rabbit hole to go down. Numbers are 

good, higher license class operators are good and even quality food choices are good, BUT…. For me, my 

definition of success would go something like this…. 

 

Are the members/operators using their current skills to engage in the Amateur Radio hobby? Are they using the 

privileges that the Technician level license allows to serve their community; gain a broader functioning 

understanding of what that current license allows them to accomplish? If so then that is success. 

Are they utilizing the opportunities in whatever license class they hold, to sharpen their current skill level or 

build upon that current skill level so they may be able to enjoy a different level of Amateur Radio they haven’t 

yet explored? If they are, that is success. 

 

Are they using their professional skills, aside from Amateur Radio experience, to assist the local club to operate 

within the financial and legal requirements of the club’s organization? Or even working to promote Amateur 

Radio within the community… If so, that is success. 

 

Is someone using their Amateur Radio knowledge and enthusiasm to Elmer the next generation of Amateur 

Radio operator, regardless of what level their licensee is currently at? That is success! 

 

I hope you are gaining the picture that I am trying to paint for you. Just because your local club may not have 20 

people attending, or even 20 people on the membership roster, are those who attend and support your local club 

doing something? Are they learning new things, training new operators, and speaking at the local service clubs, 

4-H clubs etc. sharing the joys and benefits of Amateur Radio in the community? 

Bodies in a chair that choose to complain about the new guys not having to learn CW, or they don’t like the 

color of the canopy being used for field day drag others down and do not do anything to build and further the 

growth of Amateur Radio. 

 

Skill use and growth is SUCCESS. People engaging in the process of doing are the picture of SUCCESS. Look 

for those who want to learn and engage in a process that leads to success in the local club, those individuals are 

the ones who bring value to the organization and will invest of themselves in many ways to move Amateur 

Radio forward within the current body of membership and the community. 

Invest in those who want to learn and grow to build for SUCCESS, and as always, find something to do and put 

your hand to it 100% 

 

73 

Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Assistant Ohio Section Manager for Northwest Ohio 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  

 

Hello everyone, and welcome to June; the month when amateur radio operators everywhere begin turning their 

attention to Field Day. Before we get there, though, let's take a quick look back at Hamvention. 

 

It was another great year in Xenia, although the flea market was a bit on the soggy side. Friday's weather was 

excellent, but after the second rain shower on Saturday, I decided to call it a day. Sunday is normally my time to 

browse the indoor exhibits. The crowds are considerably smaller on Sunday morning, which is especially 

appealing to those of us who aren't particularly fond of large crowds. 

 

One evening after the day's activities, I headed to the nearest Skyline Chili location I could find. Since there 

aren't any Skyline locations near my home QTH, enjoying a bowl of Skyline Chili has become a personal 

Hamvention tradition. This year, I had the pleasure of meeting a young lady who was waiting tables at the 

location closest to the fairgrounds. She told me about her grandfather, who is interested in amateur radio and is 

currently studying for his Technician license exam. She was well aware of the significance of Hamvention 

weekend, and it wouldn't surprise me at all to see both her and her grandfather at the fairgrounds next year, 

proudly wearing their callsigns. 

 

This year, I noticed that Contest University included a POTA session, so I signed up. As always, I was 

impressed by the quality and organization of the event. K3LR and his team consistently deliver an outstanding 

program. 

I'm not what you'd call a hard-core contester, but I always find something useful that can be applied elsewhere 

in the amateur radio hobby—or even in everyday life, for that matter. 

 

Did you know that arrl-ohio.org has a Swap & Shop page? If you have radio-related items you'd like to sell, 

send me the details and I'll post them for 30 days free of charge. You can learn more by visiting the Section 

Swap & Shop page. 

 

And that's it for me this month. I hope everyone has a successful and enjoyable Field Day, as well as a 

wonderful Independence Day celebration. As we mark the 250th anniversary of the United States, take a 

moment to appreciate the history that brought us here—and the freedoms that allow us to enjoy this great 

hobby. 

 

73, 

WG8X 

 

John Myers, WG8X 
Wg8x.radio@gmail.com 

330-936-5021 
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Welcome to the June 2026 edition of DX This Month. As this is now a monthly column, I will 

focus on updates from upcoming DXpeditions, results from recently finished DXpeditions, as 

well as pending contests and events. If you would like weekly updates as to what you should 

find on the bands, check out the This Week in DX program which is available every Saturday 

morning at 1200Z. This 10-minute overview is available in podcast and YouTube format. Just 

search for The DX Mentor. Check it out and let me know what you think. 

 Also, I have found an internet radio station that is managed by hams and has hams as 

DJs, as well as a bi-weekly one hour show on DX. Check it out at www.w2phradio.com. 

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 

The following DX information comes from Bernie, W3UR, editor of the DailyDX, the 

WeeklyDX, and the How’s DX column in QST. If you would like a free 2-week trial of the 

DailyDX, your only source of real-time DX information, just drop me a note at 

thedxmentor@gmail.com 

Lets start off with a press release from the Northern 

California DX Foundation, the NCDXF. 

 

“The NCDXF is pleased to announce a $10,000 

grant to Youth on the Air (YOTA) Camp 2026. 

Neil Rapp, WB9VPG, Camp Director, requested our renewed support this year and with the 

inclusion of DXing in the camp program we believe the camp aligns with our youth initiative. 

DX This Month #359 
Bill, AJ8B 

thedxmentor@gmail.com  

www.aj8b.com 
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Take a look at the YOTA website for further information on this organization. You can see that 

they have a team of young people that you may have already worked in a DXpedition or a 

contest. Additional donations are encouraged.  

NCDXF is interested in supporting the next generation of DXers and DXpeditioners. 

Accordingly, we will consider grant requests to assist with the costs for youth operators to 

participate in future DXpeditions.   

The mission of NCDXF is to provide necessary financial support for well-organized 

DXpeditions to desirable DXCC entities and to support advances in DXpeditioning skills, 

technology, and infrastructure.  Those funds come from the contributions of our supporters in 

the DX community.  Your contribution will help make DX happen.  Visit our website: 

www.ncdxf.org.  

 

Respectfully submitted.  

  

Ned Stearns, AA7A - NCDXF Vice President 

 
 

After T2C, C21MM, V6D and other DXpeditions our team is ready for the next adventure. This 

time we’re heading to American Samoa in the South Pacific as KH8A. KH8’s main island is 

mountainous, which makes things challenging. That's the same QTH from which KH8T was 

already on the air two years ago. 

Making all the arrangements, including the various 

visas, wasn't easy. Now all the flights and 

accommodations are booked. The trip will take place 

from October 29 to November 13, 2026. 

Of course, we’re aware that conditions on the high 

shortwave bands are deteriorating and that the focus is 

shifting more toward the mid and low bands. 

The team includes nine German operators. We are 

planning to operate 4 stations 24/7 from 160 m to 6 m in CW, SSB, FT8 and RTTY. 

Our group uses carefully inspected, high-quality equipment, based on the experience gained 

from our previous expeditions. On the high bands, we will use our reliable full-size 5-band 2-

element wire antenna from LZ-Antenna in combination with a pentaplexer, allowing us to 

operate on multiple high bands simultaneously with this antenna. On the other bands, we use 

well-tuned single-band wire antennas. The flexible fiberglass poles and the HD aluminum 

telescopic mast for the beam are manufactured by Spiderbeam company. 

 

 

The VP0SG team is pleased to announce that Megan EI5LA will join the South Georgia island 

2027 DXpedition as our third and final young operator. With her addition, the VP0SG team is 

now complete and consists of 16 operators from Europe and North America. 

Megan, aged 19, is currently studying engineering at University College Cork and has been 

active in amateur radio since receiving her license in 2021. Since then, she has become an 

http://www.ncdxf.org/


 

 

active member of the EI7M contest team, developing a particular interest in CW contesting and 

high-level multi-operator operations. 

Her contest experience already includes 

participation in several major international 

efforts, including CQ WW SSB 2025 from 

PJ2T. Together with Leon DL3ON one of 

the VP0SG team, she was also part of the 

youngest team at WRTC 2022 in Italy, 

operating as I44P. 

Beyond contesting, Megan is actively 

involved in the Region 1 Youngsters On 

The Air (YOTA) community, reflecting 

her strong commitment to the future of amateur radio and youth engagement within the hobby. 

With the addition of Megan, alongside KN2P and DL3ON, VP0SG; reinforces its commitment 

to mentoring and integrating the next generation of DXers into complex real-world DXpedition 

operations. We are proud to see experienced operators and young talent working side by side on 

what will be one of the major DXpeditions of 2027.  

Preparations continue to progress steadily, including logistics, permitting discussions with 

GSGSSI, and fundraising efforts linked to the expedition vessel MV MEREDIAN. 

 Our first major milestone payment for the vessel is soon approaching, and we welcome your 

support via upfront donations. 

  

Further updates will follow in the coming weeks. 

Best Regards 

VP0SG Team 

 
 

A 7-operator team will activate 

Lord Howe Island (DXCC VK9L) 

from 1–14 June 2026 using contest 

callsign VJ2L as part of a DX 

Marathon activation. The operation 

will focus on 40–10 m on CW, FT8, 

and SSB, aiming to work as many 

DXCC entities and zones as possible 

while also supporting chasers seeking 

DXCC band-slots, and 

POTA/SOTA/IOTA contacts as well. For questions contact Chris VK3QB. Charles M0OXO 

will handle QSL services. When logging VJ2L, ensure DXCC is recorded as VK9L. 

 

 

A few weeks ago, a group announced that it was hard at work on a new challenge: “Destination 

X”. From the feedback we received, it was clear that many radio amateurs immediately showed 



 

 

interest in our next DX-pedition. We still had a few things to finalize, but we can finally share 

the news with you now. 

After months of intensive work and extensive administrative consultations, we have officially 

obtained the amateur radio license. In February 2027, we are heading to Somalia!  

On 14 February 2026, our local contact was invited to the Ministry of Information and 

Communication Technology in Hargeisa, where Minister Jamaal Mohamed Jama personally 

handed over the official license. During the DX-pedition, we will be active under the callsign 

6O6X (“Six Oscar Six X-ray”). 

Although the Belgian government still advises against travel to Somalia, several reliable 

sources confirm that Somaliland, located in the northwest, is the safest region of the country. 

The safety of the team is the top priority, which is why we have deliberately chosen to organize 

our activities in this area. On average, the country receives barely 500 visitors per year. 

The team currently has a very promising location lined up and is in the final stages of 

negotiations to make the DX-pedition happen at this site. 

We are facing some particularly major challenges; the current global situation is not making 

things easy for us. In recent weeks, airfares have already risen by 30%. Logistics, and especially 

the transport of all equipment, also represent a significant challenge under the current 

circumstances. Nevertheless, the team aims to be active with five to six HF stations. 

In addition, we are exploring whether techniques such as QO-100 satellite communication and 

EME (Earth-Moon-Earth) communication are feasible. If successful, these would be the very 

first QO-100 and EME contacts ever made from Somalia. 

With this DX-pedition, DX-Adventure aims to once again offer the worldwide amateur radio 

community a unique activation, while at the same time pushing the boundaries of what is 

possible. 

 

 

 

The Southwest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA) 

announced its 2025/26 DXpeditioner of the Year Award 

at the SWODXA DX Dinner Friday night of Hamvention, 

recognizing an operator who made an exceptional 

contribution to the DX community. The award was given 

to YL2GM, Yuris Petersons, for his solo ZS8W operation 

from Marion Island. His expedition logged 31,672 QSOs 

and helped activate an entity that moved from #11 to #25 

in ranking. SWODXA praised the effort as well-

organized and successfully carried out under very challenging conditions. 

SWODXA also announced the 2025/26 DXpedition of 

the Year Award honoring excellence in planning and 

execution from Most Wanted entities. The award went 

to the Russian DXpedition Team for their 9U1RU 

expedition to Burundi, which logged 179,831 QSOs 

and moved the entity from #60 to #106 in ranking. 



 

 

SWODXA recognized the team for a well-organized operation carried out in a challenging 

environment. 

T DAH 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is 

trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. 

Some of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging 

for QSOs. Of course, conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad 

gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some fun!  

Let me know if you participate in this contest and how you do! 

   

Contest Start Date End Date 

Kentucky QSOP 6/6/2026 6/7/2026 

ARRL International Digital Contest 6/6/2026 6/7/2026 

All Asian DX Contest, CW 6/20/2026 6/21/2026 

West Virginia QSOP 6/20/2026 6/21/2026 

CQWW VHF SSB/CW Contest 7/4/2026 7/5/2026 

IARU HF World Championship 7/11/2026 7/12/2026 

10-10 Intl. Summer SSB Contest 8/1/2026 8/2/2026 

Great Lakes Division Convention 8/15/2026  

Hawaii QSOP 8/22/2026 8/24/2026 

Ohio QSOP 8/22/2026 8/23/2026 

 

 
DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 

 
 



 

 

Kansas QSOP 8/29/2026 8/30/2026 

  Until next month, this is Bill, AJ8B saying 73 and thanks to my XYL Karen for her love and support. I 

Hope to hear you in the pileups! Have a great DX month! 

 

  

 

 

DX BULLENTIN 
 

SB DX ARL ARLD022 

ARLD022 DX news 

  

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, 

Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all. JUAN 

FERNANDEZ ISLANDS, CE0Z. Felipe, XQ7IR will be QRV as 3G0Z from Robinson Crusoe Island, IOTA 

SA-005, until June 7. Activity is on 160 to 6 meters, with a focus on the low bands, using CW, SSB, and FT8 

modes. 

  

BOLIVIA, CP. A group of operators will be QRV as LU1FM, LU1HF, LU2JCW, LU3FR, LU3VED, 

LU6FOV, LU7HN, LU8VCC, and LU9FHF is active as CP7DX from Tarija until June 6. Operations span 160 

to 2 meters, including the 60-meter band, utilizing CW, SSB, and FT8.  

  

MOZAMBIQUE, C9. Vasily, R7AL and Slav, OK8AU will be QRV as C91RU over the next few days. This is 

a limited, holiday-style operation. They plan to be active on 80 to 10 meters using CW and FT8.  

  

MOROCCO, CN. Pascal, F8NQV will be QRV as CN2NQV from Sidi Rahal Chatai until July 11. Activity 

will be on 40, 20, 17, 15, and 10 meters. 

  

NEW CALEDONIA, FK. FK/F4MER is currently QRV from Oceania. Operations are scheduled to continue 

long-term across the HF bands until August 1.  

  

FRENCH POLYNESIA, FO. F6BCW is on the air holiday-style as FO/F6BCW from Tikehau Atoll, Tuamotu 

Archipelago, IOTA OC-040, until July 20. Activity is focused on 80 to 6 meters using CW and SSB.  

  

FRENCH GUIANA, FY. FY/F4LJA will be QRV from South America until June 5. 

  



 

 

MARKET REEF, OJ0. Operators OH1MN and OH1LEG are QRV from Market Reef as OJ0MN and OJ0Z 

respectively until June 6. Activity is on the HF bands as well as 6 and 4 meters using CW, SSB, and digital 

modes.  

  

BONAIRE, PJ4. Operator WA7RAR is QRV as PJ4CB from various locations on Bonaire, including some 

POTA activations, until June 8. Activity is on 20 to 10 meters using SSB and CW.  

  

MALI, TZ. Station TZ4AM is QRV from West Africa. Current operations are scheduled to remain active until 

June 7.  

  

MARSHALL ISLANDS, V7. V7/KC8CPK is QRV from this Pacific island chain. Operations are scheduled to 

remain active until June 13. 

  

LORD HOWE ISLAND, VK9L. A team of operators are QRV as VJ2L from Lord Howe Island until June 14. 

Activity is on 40 to 10 meters, with possible 80-meter operation, using CW, SSB, and FT8. 

  

MACAO, XX9. VR2XAN is QRV as XX9TXN until June 9. Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, 

and FT8.  

  

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO. ARRL Inter. Digital Contest, NCCC FT4 Sprint, Weekly RTTY Test, 

NCCC Sprint, HA3NS Sprint Memorial Contest, K1USN Slow Speed Test, VK Shires Contest, PODXS 070 

Club Three Day Weekend Contest, Tisza Cup CW Contest, Wake-Up! QRP Sprint, UKSMG Summer Contest, 

Kentucky QSO Party, IARU Region 1 Field Day CW, RSGB National Field Day, Atlantic Canada QSO Party, 

K1USN Slow Speed Test are all scheduled for June 5 to 7. 

  

K1USN Slow Speed Test, ICWC Medium Speed Test, OK1WC Memorial (MWC), Worldwide Sideband 

Activity Contest, DARC CW-Training Contest, Tuesday's Telegraphy Contest, NAQCC CW Sprint, Phone 

Weekly Test, A1Club AWT, CWops Test (CWT), VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest, Mini-Test 40, Mini-Test 

80, RSGB 80m Club Championship CW, PVRC Reunion are on tap for June 8 to 10. 

 

Please see June QST, page 77, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

VE Sessions 
 
The following information is for ALL exam sessions: 

It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before 

taking any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a 

valid photo ID and $15.00 - Cash preferred.  

Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will 

apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License 

upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam 

sessions. 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Session for 2026: February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 

2026,  December 10, 2026 

Sponsor: DeForest Amateur Radio Club 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541 

Email: K8WEH@arrl.net 

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location: Adams County EMA Office, 33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

Club Corner 
This is YOUR corner of the newsletter. Send us what your club is 

doing, and we’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or 

club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to 

us!. Need help with a project? Send it to us.  

Let us know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a 

special guest at your meeting or are you having a special 

anniversary?  

Send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org    

mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org


 

 

Alliance Amateur Radio Club 

The Alliance Amateur Radio Club holds quarterly VE testing, at the Christ United Methodist Church in 

Alliance. 

 

2026 dates: 

March 21, 2026 

June 20, 2026 

Sept 26, 2026 

The address is 470 E. Broadway St, Alliance, OH (https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA). 

Registration begins at 8 AM, and testing at 9am. 

More information can be found at www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/. 

All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) hosts testing sessions every second Tuesday of the 
month in Lancaster.  Our testing sessions use Examtools, a digital testing platform, and administers 
the exams on tablets. Simply sign up for a free account at https://hamstudy.org/register and then 
search for our session and register through the Hamstudy website. Reach out with any questions to 
Jarrod – KE8MBL at hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun. 

CARS 

VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski 

Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd 

month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for 

details  

 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                                          

What:CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  

When: On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM  Dec 13th, 2025.  

Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  

45503   This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left 

driving straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the 

door with the "Employees Only" sign. 

   

For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com 

 

 

The Central Ohio Radio Club (CORC)  

Administers ARRL-VEC testing in the Central Ohio area. 

Our test dates for 2026 are as follows: January 17, April 18, July 18, and October 17. 

Time and location for these dates is 10:00am at the Westerville Fire Station #111, 400 W. Main 

St in Westerville, Ohio.  

Pre-Registration is required, and open the 1st of each testing month. All information is available 

at www.ae8fp.net 

Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club VE Testing 

Exam sessions are held on monthly. For a complete list of upcoming sessions, locations and registration, visit 

https://cfarc-edu.org/registration.  

 

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 

 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If 

you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA
http://www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/
https://hamstudy.org/register
http://www.2cars.org/
mailto:buzz@baylorhill.com
http://www.ae8fp.net/
https://cfarc-edu.org/registration
mailto:exams.w8bi@gmail.com


 

 

 

DeForest Amateur Radio Club offers Exam Testing (Adams County) 

Exam Sessions for 2026: 

February 12, 2026,  April 9, 2026, June 11, 2026, August 13, 2026, October 8, 2026,  December 10, 2026 

Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Contact: William E. Hablitzel @ (513) 310-3541  Email: K8WEH@arrl.net   

VEC: LAUREL VEC 

Location:  Adams County EMA Office  33 / 31 Logans Lane (lower level in rear of building) 

West Union OH 45693-1186 

 

The Findlay Radio Club  

The Findlay Radio Club sponsors an Exam Session the second Saturday of 

every month except September when we have our Hamfest. The Exam Session takes place at the Findlay Radio 

Club, 1333 West Sandusky St., Findlay Ohio  45839. The session begins at 9 AM. Pre-registration is 

recommended, but not required. You can pre-register at hamstudy.org. We can also give Exams remotely on-

line on your schedule if you can't make to a session. 

 

The club has meetings on the first and third Thursdays at the clubhouse at 7:30 PM. The meetings are also 

available on Zoom. Contact N8ET if you would like to log in. All are welcome. 

We also meet at the club on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5 (or later!) to talk about anything Ham Radio. The 

sessions are geared toward new Hams. Everyone brings their questions and equipment they would like to show 

off or learn how to use. This Sunday we are going to install and learn to use Flgigi, Flmsg, and Flamp. In past 

sessions we have built antennas, fired up new rigs, and generally had a good time! 

 

Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)   

Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are 

always welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam. 

Watch for 2026 dates.  

 

Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 

12518 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital 

and just east of the Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 

322 and State Route 87 on Merritt Road. 

   

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take 

your test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking 

the General or Extra exam. 

Additional info may be obtained from Jackie Welch, N8JMW by email  n8jmw2@gmail.ccom  or calling at 

440-228-2716.  More information is available from the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  
https://geaugaara.org  
 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club 

Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. 

Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  

ab8yk@hotmail.com  

 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding Amateur Radio license exams Watch for 2026 dates.  

mailto:K8WEH@arrl.net
http://hamstudy.org/
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This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second 

month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 

306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. The tests will start at 12 

noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier. 

To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete 

one ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 

605” and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN 

(FCC Registration Number). Social Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and 

don’t have a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link. 

 

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam 

itself is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with 

your picture is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, 

KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or scottfarnham@roadrunner.com 

 

 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC 

will e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 

days of the e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades. 

 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                               

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) hosts exam sessions on the first Saturday 

each month at 10:00 am in Lancaster Ohio at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr., Lancaster Ohio. 

To register for an exam, Click Here. 

Questions: Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org. 

 

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association        

All VE sessions for 2026 will be on the 2nd Saturday of each month except for July. No testing in July. Check in 

(with FRN) at 1:00PM and testing at 1:30 PM. 

We are located at the Columbiana County EMA, 215 south Market St., Lisbon, OH. 

Contact Don Kemp, NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com. 

No phone calls. 

We can usually have a VE session at our monthly meetings each month. We are currently meeting on the 2nd 

Tuesday (except for June, we have a Nuke drill that day) at 6:30 PM at the Columbiana County EMA. The 

meeting day may change so email for details. 

Madison County                                                                                                                        

The Madison County Amateur Radio Club Laurel testing group offers testing on the first 

Thursday of January, March, May, July 10, September and November. Tests are held at 7:00PM 

at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St. London, OH. There is no Fee for testing. 

Pre-Registration is not required but preferred. Walk-ins are welcome. You are required to have 

proper ID, an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more 

information or to get pre-registered send email to exams@mcarcoh.org. 

 

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC)  

No charge VE exams are normally given the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.Miami Township Civic 

Center 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH 45150The facility is handicapped accessible.  Map and further details 

mailto:scottfarnham@roadrunner.com
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/LFCARC/all
mailto:nn8b.oh@gmail.com
mailto:exams@mcarcoh.org


 

 

are on our website.Pre-registration is required:   https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams 

 

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                           

Six VE testing sessions in 2025.  Registration is appreciated but walk-ins are welcome.  Contact Elaine, 

KC8FOS for more information or to register.  ewilkinson1951@gmail.com or 216-337- 
4235. 

Saturday Jan 3, Saturday  March 7, Saturday May 2, Saturday September 5, and Saturday  November 7. 

Sessions are held at the Fairview Park Library, 21255 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 44126. 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the 

PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org . 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me (Jim Wilson – AC8NT) at jawilson@j3solutions.com  

 

Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX  

VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 

420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, 

exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current 

ham radio license. For more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET. 

 

Silvercreek ARA (SARA) 

Holds six exam sessions per year for all license classes. Pre-registration requested but not required.  

Watch for 2026 dates. 

All sessions begin at 10:00am. For directions and test information visit https://w8wky.org/license-exams/. Pre-

Registration to expedite paperwork is requested, but not required at https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-

form/. Sign up and if you aren't ready or can't make it, just notify the VE team lead. 

 

West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 

10:00 AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, 

Ohio 45069. For more information and links to register, please see our website at https://wc8voa.org/licensing/  
 

 

Your Club news should be listed here! 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and 

we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG 

 
 

Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam 

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

https://milfordhamradio.org/license-exams
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
http://www.portcars.org/
mailto:jawilson@j3solutions.com
http://www.w8zx.net/exam
mailto:VETEAM@N8BAG.NET
https://w8wky.org/license-exams/
https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/
https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/
https://wc8voa.org/licensing/
mailto:KD8SCL@ARRL.ORG
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
http://www.arrl.org/sections
http://www.arrl.org/class
http://www.arrl.org/exam
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests


 

 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

By now I hope those of you who attended the Dayton Hamvention have recovered from attendance at the 

World’s Largest Gathering of Ham Radio Operators. I understand attendance of just shy of 38,000 set 

attendance records. The Dayton ARA and Hamvention take pride with those numbers as they are based 

on actual tickets sold and not just the number of people passing through the gates. A special “hats off” to 

those who gave of their time exploring the aisles and fleamarket, attending seminars and other functions to 

serve in some volunteer capacity during the event. Without the assistance of the over 600 volunteers who 

give back to the hobby/service thought their donation of time and talent, Hamvention would not be what it 

is. 

 

It seems hard to believe this year is moving along as quickly as it is. Memorial Day is over and we have 

moved into the final month of the second quarter of the year and the biggest operating event of the ham 

radio year is just around the corner. However before addressing that, let’s take a gander at some of the 

other newsy type items from within the South 40 Region. 

By the time you read this June ham radio activity is well under way. On June 6 the Portsmouth RC 

and the Highland ARA kicked-off of the annual Clark County (WA) ARA Lewis and Clark Trail 

on the Air special event operation. Again the two clubs are the official Ohio representatives activate the 

State for the event. The objective of this two week long event is to work one authorized activator in each 

of the 16 states along the Trail in order to qualify for an attractive certificate.  

It is similar to the popular “13 Colonies” and “Route 66” operating events. More detailed information about 

the event, frequencies, activators and wild card stations is available at www.lctota.org. This is a great event 

to recognize a important event in American history during our 250th birthday. 

The South 40 Region will soon host some additional hamfests. The Tri-

State ARA and Portsmouth RC have been made sanctioned ARRL 

events. The Tri-State ARA’s event will be held at the New Baptist Church, 

Ohio’s 
 
 

      

mailto:clubs@arrl.org
http://www.lctota.org/


 

 

610 28th Street, Huntington, WV. Flyers and more details should be known in 

the near future. Just down river, the Portsmouth RC also received 

notification of their August 22 hamfest receiving the ARRL nod. The PRC 

event is moving to a new location this year-- the Faith Baptist Church 

Community Center in Wheelersburg. Jennifer Bailey, N8JEN, shared a photo 

of this brand new facilty which will be able to accommodate the fleamarket 

and vendors in a single room. A biscuit and gravy breakfast will be available 

this year. Tickets are now available by contacting Jennifer or Mike at 

Shawnee Computers in New Boston. 

 

We also learn from Scioto Valley ARC President Jesse Stanley, KD8CHP, the Club is replacing its full-

blown Pike County Fairgrounds hamfest with a free admission and set up tailgate event in front of the Pike 

County Government Center in Waverly. It begins at 8 AM on Saturday, June 13. 

One of my Hamvention discussions with Division Manager Scott Yonally, N8SY, regarded the upcoming 

Great Lakes Division Convention during the Cincinnati Hamfest. It will be held at the Clermont 

County Fairgrounds, 1000 Locust Street in Owensville, OH on August 15. Gates open at 6:30 AM for set 

up and the public admission starts at 8. For those early arrivals a biscuit and gravy breakfast will be 

available with lunch also offered. This year the Bellbrook ARA will be honored as the Club of the 

Year. Although there are all kinds of prize tickets packages available, admission is only $10. More 

information regarding the event can be found at www.cincinnatihamfest.org. 

 

The newly formed South Forty Net is off and running and for a newly formed net it is doing 

reasonably well as told by Billy Massie, AK8KY. The net mets nightly at 9 PM with the Scioto Valley 

ARA’s W8BAP 146.85 repeater as the center of operations. The Grant RC Georgetown repeater and 

the Portsmouth RC’s repeater system are also tied into the activity via AllStar. 

Our region is the new home for a repeater in the region. Located at South Portsmouth, KY the KG4DVE is 

currently in the test mode and looking for coverage reports. It is on 147.33 using a 107.2 tone. 

The world’s largest operating event is the ARRL’s Field Day. It will be here before you know it. A good 

number of South 40 region clubs have their plans well underway. For instance the Scioto Valley ARC 

intends to operate from the Pike County EOA office near Waverly. The Highland ARA is moving from 

the uptown Hillsboro site of previous years to the old Rocky Fork State Park Fisherman’s Wharf 

concession stand. The Athens County ARA will operate in the 2F Emergency Operations Center 

class from the Red Cross Building in Athens. The Club is going to operate a GOTA station and apply for a 

special 1x1 callsign. The Portsmouth RC will operate from a location near Minford at 12254 SR 139. 

In the Fairfield County area the All Things ARA will be on the air from the Alley Park in Lancaster 

while the Lancaster/Fairfield County ARA will occupy the Central Ohio Coonhunters facility near 

Carroll. The Xenia Weather ARN will call Fire Station 61 in Beavercreek home. The Tri-State 

ARA will return to the Tri-State Fire Training Academy, 4200 River Road, Huntington, WV.  

The Cambridge ARA will hold their exercise at the Highland Township Grove Park near Bloomfield. 

The Cincinnati area will be represented by the Queen City Emergency Net’s operation from the 

Dana Avenue Red Cross Building while OH-KY-IN will operate from the Mitchell Memorial Forest in 

Western Hamilton County. Across the Ohio from Cincinnati, the well known Northern Kentucky 

ARC will operate from the Lincoln Ridge Park at Independence. Ralph Matheny, K8RYU, says he 

http://www.cincinnatihamfest.org/


 

 

believes the Marietta ARC will operate from their clubhouse. But he knows he will operate from a dog 

park located U-Haul trailer in Marietta. The Grant RC will operate from the Kathryn Hanlon Park at 

758 State Street in Georgetown and the Bearcat DX Club will hold fort at the Stonelick State Park. 

The Madison County ARC (KE8RV) will raise their antennas at 75 Middle Street in London. The 

Parkersburg ARK will be on the air from the Fort Boreman Park, 1042 Fort Boreman Drive, 

Parkersburg, WV. Clubs or non-club Field Day operations are urged to spot their operating location 

information on the free ARRL Field Day Site Locator map in order to allow those wishing to visit a FD 

site to know the closest ones are. 

The Hocking Valley ARC has an interesting fund raising raffle currently 

underway. It is a basket of rather hard to get bourbons. See the attached flyer for 

details about the prize, ticket(s) cost and how you can purchase tickets. Following 

the success of their recent rifle raffle the Portsmouth RC has another raffle 

underway. This time it is for a revolver. The Milford ARC is currently selling 

raffle tickets for a FT710. Only 200 are being sold. Funds raised are used for 

funding the upcoming club sponsored Cincinnati Hamfest and other amateur radio 

activities. Check the www.cincinnatihamfest.org website to determine how you 

might purchase a ticket(s). 

 

The Highland County Historical Society in Hillsboro has a large Hillsboro manufactured bell gracing the 

front of their Museum near the county courthouse. For the past several years the Highland ARA has 

rang the bell on New Years Eve to welcome the new year. The event has been well received by the 

community. Thus HARA has made arrangements to ring in the July 4 observation of America’s 250. The 

intent is to also broadcast the bell ringing over the 147.21 repeater with a informal check-in net following 

it. With luck, it is hoped the repair to the Greenfield 146.685 repeater link will be completed by then and 

the broadcast will occur on it too. 

The Charleston, WV National Weather Service is conducting an Advanced Weather Spotter Class at the 

Lawrence County Joint Response Operations Center on June 15 at 6 PM. The Center is located at 715 

Lane Street in Coal Grove. 

Leading into this month’s column I briefly commented about the now in history book 2026 Dayton 

Hamvention. I think I might have missed only one since Hamvention moved from downtown Dayton to 

the old HARA Arena to now Xenia. Although I still look at all the exhibits featuring the newest whiz bang 

radios and gadgets, I think I mostly enjoy seeing old friends who I haven’t seen recently. However 

following comments made by some in a recent HARA license class, I made it a point to seek out the “Fast 

Track Ham Radio Education” booth and attend their seminar to learn more about their program. And I am 

impressed with the program’s overall objective of not only getting one a first license or upgrade, but to get 

them on the air and active out of the starting gate. I don’t intend to knock the long proven license study 

programs the League and others offer, but if you are like me and realize many of those pass your classes 

and get their licenses but never get on the air or venture onto the HF bands, you might check this program 

out. www.fasttrackham.com. 

 

John, W8KIW 

jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 (landline-leave a message) 

 

http://www.cincinnatihamfest.org/
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National News 

(from ARRL and other sources) 

 
SENATOR TED CRUZ PRAISES AMATEUR RADIO VOLUNTEERS FOR 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

 

05/24/2026 

Senator Ted Cruz, in a strong pre-Memorial Day message, publicly highlighted the critical role that Amateur 

Radio Service volunteers play during disasters, praising and thanking ham radio operators who provide essential 

communications when storms and emergencies knock out power and cellular networks and communities are cut 

off. Sen. Cruz observed that in these emergencies it is ham radio operators who step forward, bringing with 

them the tools, expertise, and the commitment to reconnect people when it matters most. He noted this 

dedication was clearly demonstrated in 2017 when Hurricane Harvey’s catastrophic flooding devastated 

communities across Texas and that it was demonstrated again more recently in the horrific Camp Mystic floods. 

He emphasized that as the Nation prepares for yet another summer storm season, ham radio’s role remains just 

as vital as ever. 

 

Watch video now at youtu.be/4ZNeMXyCQ7Y 

 

Stating that while future emergencies will come, Sen. Cruz pointed out that so would Amateur Radio — ready 

to respond, ready to serve, and to make a difference. He ended his statements, thanking ham radio for its 

courage and commitment, noting that Amateur Radio’s work strengthens our communities. 

Senator Cruz is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. His comments 

align with the ARRL’s ongoing efforts to strengthen and protect Amateur Radio’s role in emergency 

preparedness and public service communications. 

His comments also reflect growing Congressional recognition of the value Amateur Radio Operators bring to 

communities across the country. ARRL The National Association for Amateur Radio® continues to advocate 

for legislation that protects and strengthens Amateur Radio’s role in emergency preparedness and public service 

communications. 

ARRL’s nationwide grassroots campaign supporting the bipartisan Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness 

Act has generated more than 155,000 letters to members of Congress in support of H.R. 1094 and S. 459. The 

legislation seeks to ensure that Amateur Radio Operators can install and maintain effective outdoor antennas at 

residences where private land-use restrictions might otherwise prohibit them, helping communities maintain 

resilient emergency communications capabilities during disasters. 

 

ARRL Legislative Committee Chairman and West Gulf Division Director John Robert Stratton, N5AUS, said 

the continued outreach effort has required “long hours on the ground and an uncountable number of personal 

https://youtu.be/4ZNeMXyCQ7Y
https://youtu.be/4ZNeMXyCQ7Y
https://www.arrl.org/current-legislation
https://www.arrl.org/current-legislation


 

 

meetings with Senators, Representatives, and their staffs” to raise awareness of the importance of Amateur 

Radio to the nation. 

“The most recent proof that those efforts have, and are, increasing Congressional support for Amateur Radio is 

evidenced by the decision of Chairman Cruz to publicly share his personal views on the value and importance 

of Amateur Radio to the Nation,” Stratton said. 

ARRL encourages Amateur Radio Operators to participate in our letter writing campaign, located at Send-A-

Letter.org/HOA, in support of the Amateur Radio Emergency Preparedness Act and to share information about 

the public service role Amateur Radio plays in communities nationwide 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

07/11/2026  INTERCITY AMATEUR RADIO 

CLUB HAMFEST  
Location: Ontario , OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Intercity Amateur Radio Club  

Website: http://W8WE.ORG 

Learn More 

 

07/19/2026 - Van Wert Hamfest 

Location: Van Wert, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club 

Learn More 

 

08/01/2026 - 2026 COLUMBUS HAM FEST 

Location: Grove City, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit 

Website: http://www.columbushamfest.com 

Learn More 

08/15/2026 - CINCINNATI HAMFEST℠ , ARRL 

GREAT LAKES DIVISION CONVENTION 

Location: Owensville, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest / Division Convention 

Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://cincinnatihamfest.org/ 

Learn More 

08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest 

Location: Cortland, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association 

08/22/2026 - PORTSMOUTH RADIO CLUB 2026 

HAMFEST 

Location: Wheelersburg, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee 

Ohio Hamfests 2026 
We do have Hamfests Scheduled 
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Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest 

Learn More 

Computer,1776 Guns and Ammo  

Website: https://www.portsmouthradioclub.com 

Learn More 

 

09/13/2026 - FINDLAY HAMFEST 
Location: Findlay, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 

Website: http://findlayradioclub.org 

Learn More 

09/27/2026 - CLEVELAND HAMFEST 
Location: Berea, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Association of Cleveland 

Website: https://www.HAC.org 

Learn More 

10/10/2026 - WILLIAMS COUNTY ARA 

HAMFEST 

Location: Montpelier, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: WCARA 

Website: http://ka8ofe.weebly.com 

Learn More 

 

10/11/2026 - ASHLAND TRUNKFEST 
Location: Ashland County Fairgrounds 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Ashland Area Amateur Radio Club   

Website: https://www.n8ihi.org/ 

Learn More 

 

11/01/2026 - 2026 MASSILLON ARC HAMFEST 

AT MAPS 
Location: N. Canton, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://w8np.net 

Learn More 

 

11/07/2026 - GEORGETOWN / GRANT ARC 

HAMFEST 

Location: Georgetown, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Grant Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://grantamateurradioclub.yolasite.com/ 

Learn More 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention 
I want to personally invite everyone to the ARRL Great Lakes Division Convention on Saturday, August 15th.  

The event will be held at the Cincinnati Hamfest located at the Clermont County Fairgrounds just outside of 

Cincinnati. 

This will be a great opportunity to meet and speak with your ARRL representatives.  In addition, I will be a 

forum speaker discussing the ARRL and the Radio Community. 

Highlights of the event include: 

• Free Parking 

• Overnight RV parking (including water and electric), Two Admission Tickets and Flea Market space for 

only $40 (deadline week prior to event) 

• Inside tables only $5 each 

• Air-Conditioned Seating 

• Courtesy Transportation 

• Great Food Onsite 

• VE Testing 
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• Forums 

• Large Flea Market 

I hope you will join us for this opportunity to meet others who love Amateur Radio and I do. 

 

Ron, AC8MA 

MilfordHamRadio.org 

president@milfordhamradio.org 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s 

FREE!!  

Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & 

Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well. The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales 

and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the 

webpage.  You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at. 

   

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll 

advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this 

newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there 

for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No 

licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.  

 

Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and 

require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post 

to:  swap@arrlohio.org   

 

 

Swap & Shop 
Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop 

page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   

Here’s a link that will take you there…   
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Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur 

Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission 

has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license 

authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal 

Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license 

documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to 

receive one.  

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization 

— as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License 

Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an 

“official” printed copy of your license*     

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Bret Stemen, KD8SCL Section Traffic Manager – Dan Rinaman AC8NP 

Asst Section Manager – John Levo, W8KIW Asst Section Manager – Alan Andres, KD8ZBS 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Mat Nickoson,   

KC8NZJ 

Asst Section Manager – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Terry Windsor, KI8N 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio 

Section Journal 
 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) are archived on the website? 

      

Chit – Chat, and All That! 
Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? 

Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have 

them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  

      

mailto:Opt-In@arrl-ohio.org?subject=Opt-in


 

 

 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge 

all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to 

receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 

fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past 

newsletters are now archived to The Ohio Section Journal 

(OSJ) is produced as a comprehensive look at all the 

programs within the Ohio Section. I sincerely hope that 

you have enjoyed this edition of the OSJ and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news 

and information about the Ohio Section, and from around 

the world!  

 

 

 

  

 

Final…Final 
 

 

May was a busy month for me as I attended several hamfests and club meetings. June is going by pretty fast, it’s 

hard to believe that Hamvention 2026 was here and gone and my calendar is filling up fast. I had a great time 

attending Hamvention this year as the Ohio Section Manager and to be able to speak to everyone that stopped 

by the Great Lakes Division Booth. I also had the opportunity to meet and work with the Kentucky Section 

Manager Bob, K6ZZ and the Michigan Section Manager Ralph, AA8RK. The Great Lakes Division was well 

represented at Hamvention.  



 

 

 

Left to right: Bret KD8SCL, Ohio SM: Roy W8REH, GLD Vice Director: Ralph AA8RK,  

Michigan SM: Bob K6ZZ, Kentucky SM and Scott N8SY GLD Director 

 

 

Friday was the busiest day for Hamvention, some rain moved in for about an hour or so  

then quickly moved out. 

 



 

 

 

The ARRL Store was very busy Friday and Saturday. 

 

 

Members of the Williams County radio club stopped the Great Lake Division Booth. 



 

 

 

I had a chance to sit in on a forum and ran into Beau KA8VBR, District 2 DEC  

and Jarrett KE8ZHS, Williams County EC. 

 

Most clubs and ARES groups are already planning for Field Day 2026, I am planning on getting out to visit as 

many FD sites as I can. Is your club or ARES group working on FD 2026 plans? Please add your club’s Field 

Day to the Field Day Locator. https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator, https://www.arrl.org/FIELD-DAY 

 

 

https://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
https://www.arrl.org/FIELD-DAY


 

 

Thank You! 

 
I would like to “Thank” the clubs and members that signed the Section Manager Nominations forms for the 

upcoming Section Manager election. I greatly appreciate your support. I was notified that no other nomination 

forms were submitted and I was elected as Ohio SM. As many of you know, Tom WB8LCD (former SM) 

retired and I finished out his term. 

 

 

 

Now it’s time to start figuring out which hamfests to get to in 2026.  Have you gotten your tickets for 

HAMVENTION 2026!  If you haven’t, you can get your ticket at the ticket booth upon arrival. If you’ve never 

been there or you’re a new Ham – GET THERE!  It will definitely give you a different perspective on Amateur 

Radio.  There are a couple BIG Fests worth going to if you can make it, but this one is right in our own back 

yard!  I’ll look forward to seeing you there and at many other Fests and Events throughout the Ohio Section this 

year! 

 

Share the Magic of Radio! 

 

73, 

Bret, KD8SCL 
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