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From the Technical Coordinator
Jeff Kopcak – K8JTK   TC
K8JTK@arrl.net  

Hey gang,
Were you a ham and don’t remember a previous call?  Want to fill in gaps of previous callsigns?  Need proof a license was held previously for exam credit?  Have a vanity callsign and curious about whom held it previously?  Pete "The Greek” - NL7XM is a Radio Amateur Callsign Historian.
Pete provides this unique service with his collection of Callbooks dating back to 1909.  “He can research license dates, find lost Callsigns, or get past proof for FCC Lifetime Credit at very reasonable terms” according to his eHam.net page.
For hams that grew up in the 2000’s or later, not everything is on the Internet.  Information was disseminated in these printed things called books.  You couldn’t always go to QRZ.com, or other favorite callsign lookup, to find information about another ham.  Instead, a Callbook could be purchased by individuals or clubs.  Inside would be the entire listing of Amateur Radio stations.   Often beginning with the 10th call district (stations with “0” in their callsign) and sorted by call suffix.  Information would include class identification (Novice, Tech, Conditional, General, Advanced, Extra, Club, Military, Repeater) and station contact address.  These Callbooks were usually published regionally (eg: North America) and multiple times throughout the year (eg: winter, fall, spring).  Later editions were thousands of pages.
If you’re reading this and were a ham previously, interested in re-joining the ranks, use Pete’s service to find previous licenses which may gain automatic exam credit.  Maybe jog the memory on previous callsigns.  Some may have lost their license in a move, misplaced paperwork, threw it away thinking you’ll never need it again only to regret that decision later.  If Pete can find your previous license, usually with the help of approximate dates, he can send a copy which is valid proof of holding a license previously.
Ways to gain exam element credit are listed on this ARRL VEC page.  Questions or clarifications, the ARRL VEC has helped many candidates understand the process.  They often reach out to the local VEC, where the candidate expects to take the exam, informing that team how to process the application.
Reading through some of the comments, Pete has helped find a radio club’s previous callsigns, ones which had been forgotten.  He’s found when current license holders were first licensed, because that person had forgotten exactly.  Found Novice callsigns of current hams.  Callsigns held by other relatives such as father, grandparents, uncles, or cousins.  Pete has even tracked down current contact information to help authors doing research for articles and stories.
I heard about Pete on Ham Nation and I contacted him a few years ago.  I was curious about previous holder/s of my callsign.  My original call was KC8MWP but I changed it almost immediately to include my initials, K8JTK, and have held it ever since.  Since mine is a vanity call, I was not the original holder.  Every once-in-a-while on-air someone would say ‘I knew someone in the area that used to have that call.’
One day, I wrote Pete and asked him to put together a history of previous holders (again figuring multiple people held it previously).  Since my query was for my own edification, I told him he could put my request at the end of the pile because those that needed his services for license verification, I felt, were more important.
As it turned out, he did have a pile and got to my request about a month later.  This was a few years ago, recent reviews indicate a much quicker turnaround time.  It appears the workload has lightened!
Pete’s research found only one previous holder of my current callsign, and it was a YL:"PeteTheGreek” - NL7XM and his vast collection of Callbooks (eHam.net)

“Opal J. Glenn of 736 Arlington Rd. in Bangor, Mich. held the call for almost exactly 10 years from about July 1958 until the summer of 1968. There’s no further information found about her after that.”
Only one previous holder of my callsign, I had no idea.  I suspect locals remembered the callsign incorrectly or thought it was something else.
Recently, I did some quick research to see if she was still living or had passed.  Nothing online.  Searched that address and the road appears to have been renamed “W Arlington St.”  A house with that exact number exists on W. Arlington St., according to Google Maps.  I would suspect contacting the local Historical Society could provide more information, if I was so inclined.  I haven’t been (yet).
In the footer of Pete’s reply, he requests leaving a review on his E-ham page.  In addition, accepts donations via his PayPal.  He provided me value with his service and his time researching, I gave some value back by throwing him a couple bucks.
He was very grateful for both my review and donation.  He lamented the fact he’ll spend hours conducting research they asked for and promised a few “shekels.”  They don’t even send a note back saying thanks or ever send him anything.  Frankly, I’m embarrassed by that and hope that is the exception rather than the rule.
NL7XM Callsign Historical Research offers a phenomenal service for those needing historical callsign or historical license details.
Thanks for reading and 73… de Jeff – K8JTK
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KD8SCL@gmail.com

March 2025


Recently, I had the privilege of attending several club meetings, one of which was not a ham or ARES meeting but rather a presentation about ham radio and ARES. I encourage your club or ARES group to consider engaging with non-ham groups to promote ham radio and ARES. For inspiration, consider clubs such as the Kiwanis Club, Lion’s Club, and Sertoma Club. Additionally, you may want to reach out to your local fire department, police department, township trustees, and other relevant organizations.
Perhaps you could collaborate with your Emergency Management Director to invite these groups to a countywide presentation at a centralized location. Several years ago, the Licking County ARES conducted a presentation to county officials, which received a positive response and high attendance. This event was sponsored by the Licking County EMA. 

Spring is on the way!
April 26th marks another significant event in the Ohio Section, the Ohio NVIS Antenna Day. As you are aware, this day presents an opportunity for enthusiasts to gather and evaluate their antenna configurations. Kicking off at 10:00 AM, while this event is not a formal competition, its primary objective is to simultaneously engage multiple counties in Ohio, testing their antennas and facilitating communications among them.
We anticipate that this gathering will provide an enjoyable platform for camaraderie, experimentation, and testing within our beloved hobby. 

The most important thing we can do until spring breaks, is TRAIN!  Our past activations when the 911 service dropped for six Ohio counties, several tornado outbreaks, derechos and severe storms showed that it ~can~ happen to you and when it does it’ll come quickly! Our county EC’s and volunteers did a great job, ham radio was absolutely a star in this real-life event that paralleled our last SEC almost to the letter.  So, bring in your EMA Directors, Red Cross managers, LEPC, safety officers and get some training in stuff that happens when there is a disaster! We should know how to operate radios, but we’ll be much more useful if we are familiar with NIMS, ICS, and our local officials. 
This is also a great time to make contact with the representatives of the public service activities that we cover. Make sure you have email, telephone and other contact information up to date, get the right dates for when your activities will be held this year, and make an early contact to get in on their planning process!  

Here's a reminder to get your severe weather spotter training in!  Sessions are being held online, and generally require you to register. Check on your local NWS office website for details.  It’s nearly time to get serious about participating in your local Skywarn net this Spring! 
Upcoming Events:
NVIS DAY, April 26th
Hamvention, May 16th – 18th 
Field Day, June 28th - 29th 
OHIO SET, October 4th 
Hamfests, throughout the year. Check the Ohio Section website for more information.
Local exercises and events

We have engaged in numerous discussions regarding the significance of ARES and its potential as a valuable resource for EMA and other served agencies. Additionally, we must prioritize retaining and expanding our teams. It is crucial to recognize that when volunteers depart from training sessions with the perception that they have acquired valuable knowledge and a clear understanding of their role within the organization’s broader objectives, they are more likely to apply their acquired skills and feel a sense of purpose. This fosters a positive cycle, leading to increased volunteer attendance and improved meeting participation. Furthermore, a well-engaged and motivated team is essential for the organization’s overall success.

I recommend that you consult with your Emergency Management Agency (EMA) Director to identify their ten most frequent headaches, as this is a FEMA-mandated list of the top hazards for their county. Based on this list, you can structure your training accordingly. Additionally, you should request that your local officials receive training on some of these topics. Utilize your communications director to learn MARCS, collaborate with your police and fire officers, and involve your health department planners. I am willing to identify individuals or deliver the training from SEC/ASEC/DEC/ADEC personnel. Furthermore, you could consider hosting joint training sessions with multiple counties. This comprehensive approach will enhance ARES capabilities across Ohio. It is imperative that we do not neglect our training and assume that we are adequately qualified. Instead, we must actively engage in training and practice to demonstrate our proficiency.

I extend my sincere gratitude for your unwavering dedication to serving your neighbors and the Ohio Section.  

Bret KD8SCL
______________________________________________________________
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Next in our series is the chapter on Writing for Magazines. From ARRL’s PIO Handbook:
[Note: ARRL has replaced the PIO handbook with the PR-101 course. It is a large downloadable file with a lot of good information. I suggest checking it out.]
Magazines are a somewhat different "animal" than newspapers and broadcasters, but can be equally effective media for promoting Amateur Radio and your group's activities. Two of the biggest differences are that magazines tend to be monthly or even quarterly, rather than daily or weekly; and that they tend to focus on specialized groups of readers rather than the mass "general public." They also tend to be regional or national in scope, and it's much easier to get your story into a national magazine than onto a network newscast.

One group of magazines is different from the rest for our purposes. The editors of these magazines don't have to be introduced to Amateur Radio or persuaded that an article about Amateur Radio fits their "mix" of articles and will be of interest to their audience. These magazines, of course, are the Amateur Radio magazines. Despite the fact that their readers already know what ham radio is and why it's important, they can still be a good resource for you to publicize your group's activities or to share lessons you've learned with other amateurs.

Because the ham magazines are a special case, we'll break this chapter into two parts --
Writing for:
· The Ham Radio Magazines.
· Non-Ham Publications.

Writing for the Ham Radio Magazines
(Adapted with permission from CQ magazine Writers' Guide.)

Amateur radio has a rich tradition of hams sharing their knowledge and experience with each other, both on the air and through the pages of ham radio magazines. Those who share your interest want to learn how someone else did it, find a way that they can improve their stations or operating techniques or share an experience in which ham radio provided a service to the public or their hobby.

Some magazines report on topics that are of interest to people just getting their ham
tickets as well those who have been in the hobby for years. Others specialize in specific areas of the hobby such as contesting or experimentation. It's important to have a basic knowledge of the type of articles that are published in each magazine.

The primary purpose of writing an article is to communicate an idea and to exchange the author's experience or accomplishment for the reader's time. Therefore, whatever is published or written should be worth the time it takes to read it. Every article passes
through four very important sets of hands -- the author's, the editor's, the art director's,
and -- most importantly -- the reader's. If the first three do their jobs well, then all the
reader needs to do is relax, read, enjoy and learn.

Your main job as an author is to write an article that communicates your ideas clearly,
concisely, and accurately. You also want to make the article interesting. A magazine isn't a textbook and no article is required reading. So your first job is to capture -- and hold -- the reader's attention. Your next challenge is to make sure you're neither talking down to the readers nor writing "over their heads."

Every successful writer knows his/her audience and writes to and for that audience. Some magazines' audiences are a broad spectrum of people with a shared interest in ham radio. They come from all walks of life and have technical knowledge ranging from nearly nothing to leading edge. In addition, ham radio has many specialty areas, so even a longtime ham with significant experience in one area may be a complete "newbie" in another. What this means is that you should not assume that every reader will bring a particular level of prior knowledge to your article's topic. Because of this, you should try to explain all concepts and define all terminology as you write. This will provide a roadmap for the newcomer and assure the old-timer that you know what you're talking about well enough to explain it to someone who doesn't.

Structuring Your Article

While there's no set "formula" for ham magazine articles, there is a certain structure that is followed by most successful writers. It's the same basic outline used by teachers in a classroom: "Tell them what you're going to tell them. Tell them. Tell them what you've told them."

Let's get more specific. First there is a form of introduction. The introduction is some
method of defining the objective or problem to be solved by the article. It establishes the need and the method of satisfying the need. This is also where you need to grab the reader's attention, so it's vital to keep this section interesting. Tell a story that shows why the reader should care about the widget you've written about. Think of yourself sitting around a table at a club meeting, telling a group of fellow hams about your trip, construction project, etc. You've got to keep their interest or they'll go listen to the guy at the next table, telling his own story. If you don't "hook" your readers at the beginning of your article, they'll just turn the page and look for another.

The main body of the article develops the theory, construction techniques, the basic
"how-to" information, or "how we did it" type of data. Here you relate how the piece of equipment or gadget is built or how you got to some island and set up that extraordinary station. It's the place for anecdotes, hints and kinks, and the personal touches.

The concluding part gives the reader a summation of what was accomplished. In the caseof a piece of equipment or gadget, you would include the results you achieved by using it and how the reader can use it if he /she builds it. A DXpedition concludes with the number of contacts, recapping the adventure, possible plans for another one, and finally the ship or plane departing as the sun sinks on the horizon.

Footnotes, addenda, and "thank-you's" tail-end the manuscript. If everyone does their
jobs correctly, the reader has an enjoyable experience. He knows "what it feels like" to build the whatever without actually building it, or has taken the trip with you in spirit.

Please pay particular attention to the "flow" of your article. Does it "travel" in a logical progression from beginning to end? Does the article generally follow a chronological sequence? Or do the paragraphs "bounce around," both in terms of topics and time? This is a very common problem. Please double-check your final copy to make sure it flows smoothly, and that you have good transitions between topics. It's always a good idea to have someone else look it over before you send it in. If he or she gets confused or dozes off, you've got more work ahead of you.

The Manuscript

Before you start to write, send the magazine a query outlining your proposed article (e-mail will get the quickest response). That way, you'll know whether there is any interest. Next, be original. You must let the magazine know if you are submitting your article to more than one publication at a time (this is generally considered poor practice, by the way), and as soon as one publication accepts it, you must notify all the others to withdraw it from consideration.

Now, let's move on to the manuscript itself. If you think of the manuscript as a term
paper, you won't go wrong in terms of structure. Include a title page. The title page
simply has on it the title you have selected, your name and call, and your mailing and e-mail addresses. Leave plenty of space between each.

The main body of the manuscript should be typed (or printed) double-spaced on 8 1/2" x 11" paper. Leave considerable side margins. The margins will serve as work space for the editor should your article be accepted for publication. Be sure to leave plenty of room. If you plan to footnote material, indicate the proper reference number by raising it over the word or phrase that is footnoted (for example, Marconi1).

Spelling and grammar count (just like on a term paper). You won't be graded, but an
article that's full of misspelled words or grammatical errors reflects poorly on your
credibility. Be sure to spell-check, but don't fully trust the spell-checker. A word that's
misspelled into another word won't be caught. Use your eyes, and a dictionary if there's any doubt.

One exception to the term paper analogy: A magazine article should be less formal and more conversational than a term paper. Term papers don't have to be interesting.
Magazine articles do (assuming that you actually want people to read them).

Computer File Requirements

Every magazine has specific requirements for submitting text. Many magazines publish this information on their web site. If you are still unsure about format requirements dropthe magazine a note.

Articles and columns on disk or via e-mail save a lot of grief for everyone. There's no
"re-keying" required, so the editors can't introduce errors in the process. All artwork and photos should be sent as separate files. Never embed the photos or artwork into the article. Leave that up to the editors.

Some Do's and Don'ts

Do number your manuscript pages consecutively, and if you feel ambitious you can also add a key to each page. For example, you could also type in at the top right-hand corner of each page your name and the page number (i.e., Smith, 2).

Do try to avoid (wherever possible) the excessive use of formulas, exotic math, and
esoteric references. Unless the article is in the form of a tutorial, the beauty of an
equation is strictly in the eye of the writer.

Don't leave holes in your text for insertion of photos and don't embed diagrams at a
specific location in the text. The art department will take care of layout.

Don't assume that your manuscript will reach print intact, including the title. Magazines
try to present material to their readers in the best light, and will often change the title and rework the text. You may be asked to supply additional materials as well.

Don't be pompous. Fancy words intended to impress generally don't. Stick to clear,
straightforward English.

Don't insult your readers. People don't buy magazines to be told how stupid they are.
They buy magazines because they want to learn ... and you're the teacher. Do define and explain.

Don't rest on your laurels. If you can write and have written, write some more. People for the most part are innately curious and like to find out what others are doing. Don't keep it a secret.

Do look for interesting topics. If you check the literature and find in the course of a year or so eight articles on logic probes, then it isn't too likely that the world is waiting for the ninth. See what isn't being covered and cover it.

Don't forget to include an SASE with your article with sufficient postage to ensure safe return should your article not be accepted. While an SASE is not mandatory for most magazines, it is a polite consideration. Some authors also tend to include a self-addressed postcard with their manuscript so that the editor can quickly acknowledge the receipt of the article and perhaps inform the author of a quick decision of acceptance. The use of these cards by editors varies; some use them and others don't.

Don't forget your reader. If your article is published, there is the likelihood of your
getting mail from readers. The amount of mail will vary from perhaps one or two letters to scores. Try to answer each letter. Most people who read your work will never write telling you whether they feel positive or negative about your article. Don't assume indifference or lack of interest on their part; it's just the way it is. After all, when was the last time you contacted an author?

A Few Notes on Style

When mentioning a ham radio operator by name use the ham's full name (first name last name), a comma, and callsign. An example would be Hiram Maxim, W1AW. On the second reference use the person's last name. One exception to this would be when
referring to two hams with the same last name. Use parentheses on first reference, e.g., "George (W4AA) and Martha (K4AA) Washington." The second reference to one of the two people should be by first name, call. This may vary a bit for different publications. While we're on the topic, the words "amateur," "ham" and "ham radio" generally are not capitalized. Exceptions: when referring to the Amateur Radio Service (as in the FCC's rules), with or without the word "service." So you'd capitalize "Amateur Radio came to the rescue once again..." but not "...as area hams helped coordinate evacuations." Never write HAM in all-caps. The term "ham" is neither an abbreviation nor an acronym. Check with each magazine for its specific style.

Photographs

Every publication has standards for the type of photographs they will accept. In general color prints, slides, and digital images are acceptable.
A digital image will be accepted if the resolution is sufficient. Generally speaking, this means using at least a 1.2 megapixel (or greater) camera with the image resolution (sometimes referred to as "image quality") set at maximum. This is usually the setting that allows your camera to store the LEAST number of pictures. For digital images, the resolution must be at least 300 dpi when the image is sized at 4 X 5 inches or larger. Generally speaking, a 1280x960 pixel image will reproduce well in print. For a more detailed explanation on resolution see the chapter on imaging or consult your image- viewing software. It should have a "properties" function that will give you the specifications of any image.

All photos, digital or otherwise, must include captions. Tell the editors (and ultimately
the readers) what is going on in the photo, where it was taken and so on. If people are
shown prominently in the photographs, you must supply their names and/or call signs.
Type photo credit or descriptive information on a piece of paper and tape the paper to the back of the print, or use adhesive-backed notepaper.

If it is a digital image include a list of photographs at the end of the article. Include a
caption, the photo credit, and the image file name. Here are a few things not to do.

DO NOT send images captured from Web sites, or scanned from magazines,
newspapers, catalogs or other media without obtaining the written permission of the
author, Webmaster, company, etc.

DO NOT send prints made on color laser or inkjet printers. The color quality is not
sufficient for us to use. If your camera has a date-stamping function that adds the date automatically to every photograph, TURN IT OFF when shooting photos for possible publication.

DO NOT write on the backs of pictures with felt-tip pens. Most of the time the ink will either "bleed through" or come off on the picture behind it. It is almost impossible to get the ink off. Don't use a ballpoint pen, either. The pressure of the point will mess up the front of the photo. Do write or print descriptions on labels and when you're sure the ink's dry, apply the labels to the backs of the pictures.

Working With Columnists

So far we have covered what should be done if you are writing a full length story on
some event. Often the story you have to tell is part of a larger event. Here's where you
can work with the various magazine columnists or section editors and help fill in the gap. Most magazines will report on Field Day. Yet each magazine will report on a different aspect of the event. For example, every club may go out in a field and set up their equipment. If the Governor of your state visited your site, that's news and supplying information about his visit would be of interest to readers. Another club may have made contact with the International Space Station. This is a different part of the Field Day story. Sometimes a unique photo is enough to catch the editor's eye. Two examples in recent years include a helicopter raising a long wire antenna or solar panels supplying electricity. Often the editors wish they had just one photo to go with the story they are writing. You may have the right picture. A note from one club PIO to the public service editor of a ham magazine said, "I took over 100 Field Day pictures. Would you like them sent to you?" The editor replied that he was looking for a particular photo of a digital station. The club PIO met the editor's need and the photo made it into the article.

Large scale disasters, such as a flood, can prompt many stories. Sometimes a quick e-
mail to the public service editor with information on how your group helped out will
allow the editor to tell the story of hams providing critical communications in many
areas. Remember that there may be a two or three month delay from the time the event happens until it actually appears in the publication. Magazines like to get current information out as soon as possible or while the event may be fresh in someone's mind.

Finally consider placing the editor/columnist on an e-mail list of club happenings. Many editors have club newsletters mailed or e-mailed to them. The information in the club newsletter may provide enough information to have an editor contact you for a story.

Remember that hams want to read about their hobby and there are many ways of tellingyour story if you take advantage of it.

News Releases and Event Announcements

Most of the major ham magazines run announcements of special events, hamfests,
conferences, etc. Be sure to get these in at least three months before your event to be
certain of making the deadline for correct issue.

If you are sending out a news release on an event or activity, be sure to include the ham magazines. Follow all the guidelines for releases you'd send to a newspaper or broadcast station.

Getting Double Mileage

Many local newspapers consider it newsworthy when an area resident has an article
published in a national or international magazine. If a member of your club has an article in a ham magazine, consider sending a news release to your local paper(s), with the member's permission, of course. This provides you with an opportunity to highlight amateur radio and your member's unique experience or technical expertise. If you can, include a photo and a copy of the article or magazine (with the article marked).

Writing For Non-Ham Publications
(Adapted from the previous ARRL PIO Handbook)

A key means of inviting non-hams to learn more about Amateur Radio is by writing
feature articles for non-ham publications. Writing for non-hams is different -and
sometimes more difficult - than writing for hams. Here are some tips.


Target your story to the audience

What's unique about the group you're writing for? What facets of Amateur Radio will
interest them the most? Fire, police, and similar personnel will naturally be interested in the public service and emergency aspects of amateur radio, but don't forget to mention how much sheer fun it can be, too.

It doesn't have to be "Why you should become a ham." If you're writing to government or public service officials, give them specific examples of how amateurs have served their communities, and tell them how to find hams in their area to set up emergency preparedness teams.

Article Ideas

Here's an easy exercise. Stop for a moment and ask yourself these questions: What
profession am I in? What other hobbies do I have besides Amateur Radio? Do I belong to civic or charitable organizations? What family or other activities am I involved in?

Your answers will almost certainly provide the springboard for several articles-ones
which will be fun and easy to do because you're already familiar with the subject matter and the audience you're writing for!

Some of those activities will have a natural link to Amateur Radio, such as travel buffs who'd be excited about talking to people in other countries, or businesspeople who are on the road a lot and would enjoy the ability to meet new friends in the cities they visit.

Here are some ideas to get you started:

Teachers. Teachers are always looking for ways to motivate students, so they'd love to
hear how you use Amateur Radio in the classroom to let your kids meet people in
different areas of the country, to teach world geography, or to practice a foreign
language. Parents would be a prospective audience for the same reasons. You can also
mention what great after-hours relaxation it is for yourself.

Outdoors enthusiasts/private pilots. Probably very few of these people know about the
availability of small, lightweight HF and VHF/UHF Amateur Radios. Lives have been
saved because people had such radios with them when they were stranded in a semi-
remote area.

Health Care Workers. Do health professionals and volunteers know how Amateur Radio can brighten the day of someone who's homebound or in a nursing home? You can tell them.

History and genealogy buffs. These people can have a marvelous time talking with people in states or countries that hold special interest for them. The same with retirees, especially those living away from their former homes.

Science and technical professionals, and hobbyists. Some professions and hobbies are a natural match with amateur radio. Many engineers could pass the Extra class theory
questions with their eyes closed. Amateur astronomers might enjoy Amateur Radio
astronomy and professionals can pass the time while a spectrogram is exposing!
Computer professionals and hobbyists can contribute their talents to the new world of
digital Amateur Radio-as indeed has already happened.

Those are just a few ideas for members of professions and hobbies that seem to have a
natural link with Amateur Radio. But what about the ones that don't? Does that mean
those people wouldn't be interested? Of course not; you're in some of those groups and you're a ham, right? Maybe there's a link that isn't obvious. Look around your club. Is there an unusually high number of members from any particular non-technical field, such as law? If so, look at journals in that field that may be interested in profiles of group members' outside activities.

Do's and Don'ts

Do communicate the excitement of the hobby-and try to target this for your audience. For instance, technical professionals might be amazed to learn that we're using sophisticated digital techniques, and that we have our own satellites. Liven up your article with direct quotes from people in their own profession/hobby who are excited about Amateur Radio.

Do give a "call to action." Tell your readers how they can find out more; e.g., give the
ARRL HQ address, or a local contact if you're writing for a local publication.

Don't go into details that are inappropriate for your audience. Talking about the Amateur Radio implementation of the ARPA Internet protocol suite would be fine in Computer Networking magazine, but not in Astronomy Today. (But do tell the astronomers about Amateur Radio astronomy!)

Don't get defensive about the common public confusion between Amateur Radio and
citizens' band. A brief, unemotional, informative statement is okay, such as: "Amateur
radio offers more privileges than other public radio services, such as citizens band or the Family Radio Service. In return, we're required to take a test and obtain a license from the Federal Communications Commission."

Target your story to the magazine

Get familiar with the magazine(s) to which you want to submit your article. Here are
some questions to think about as you read them:

How long are the articles?

One page? Two? Four or more? It will probably vary, and may be quite flexible. There may be a section that's perfect for your article-such as "First Person" or "In My Off Hours"-that's always a certain length; if so, make sure you write to that length.

From what viewpoint are they written?

Is everything in third person, or does the magazine seem to run a mix of third person and first person articles? First person can be fun because you can write directly from your own experience, but be sure to include interesting anecdotes from other hams in the same profession/hobby. Second person is good for "you-yes, you!--can do this and have fun" articles. For third person, you simply describe your interviewees' activities.

Do they include photographs?

If so, figure out a way to get some-and make sure they're of good quality. Does the
magazine use black and white, color, or both? Black-and-white-photos should be printed on glossy (not matte) stock, have borders, and be at least 5x7 inches in size (preferably 8xl0). Make sure the picture has good contrast. For color, slides, prints or high-quality digital images are acceptable at most magazines. Check writer's guidelines (see below) or ask the editors for each magazine's preference. Whatever media you use, make sure the picture is clearly focused and not "busy" with too much in it. If possible, crop out any distractions on the edges before submitting it.

Does the editor expect a query letter first?

A query letter is a proposal to a magazine for a story. Commercial magazines almost
always want them, but professional and hobby magazines often have looser policies. Ifyou aren't sure, you could go ahead and send one, or check the magazine's listing in the annual Writer's Market.

Does the magazine have writer's guidelines?

Again, the type of magazine we're discussing here may not have such a beast, but it's
polite to ask. These guidelines (usually just a couple of typewritten pages) will include formatting requirements for submissions, and often include hints on the style preferred by the magazine.

How to make professional submissions

Your mother was right: neatness counts. Make sure your article is professional in
appearance. Double space, and use wide margins (at least one inch on all sides). Either use a typewriter with a fresh ribbon, or a computer with a laser or high-quality inkjet printer. Good-quality photocopies are fine. Many magazines today prefer submissions on a floppy disk (with hard copy attached) or via e-mail. Again, check with the magazine.

Put your name, address and daytime phone number at the top of the first page, center the title about a third of the way down, then leave a few lines before beginning the actual article. On subsequent pages, include the page number, article title, and your name.

Don't try to do your own layout or embed photos in the text. The magazine will only redo your layout in its own style.

Write a cover letter. This doesn't have to be fancy. Just write a concise, professional letter that briefly explains your article.

Include return postage and envelope. If you don't want your manuscript returned, mention that in your cover letter and forget the postage. If you do want it back, send a self- addressed, stamped envelope (business-size for short articles, 9xI2 for thicker ones).

Copyrights. What you write is yours. When you submit an article to a publication, it's
generally assumed that they will have only one-time rights to use it. However, this a
complex subject, so if you're concerned about it, read the section on rights in Writer's
Market or some other good freelancers' book.

Personality Plus

Your article doesn't have to be a "hard sell piece" on newspapers are looking for
personality pieces-and heaven knows, there are plenty of personalities in Amateur Radio!

How about your coworker who recently won recognition for her help with public-service and disaster-relief communications? What about the seemingly ordinary doctor in your local medical association whose idea of a fun vacation is dragging a few hundred pounds of radio equipment halfway around the world for a DXpedition? And don't forget the high-school student whose interest in Amateur Radio helped earn him a college scholarship. Try local sports figures, newscasters, and other celebrities. With 400,000 hams in the United States alone, there are a lot of fascinating stories out there just waiting to be written.

The point is that there are innumerable angles you can use to make Amateur Radio
interesting to all sorts of people. Let your mind explore the possibilities, and you should have enough article ideas to keep you going for a long, long time!


-- 
Elizabeth Klinc, KE8FMJ AuxC

OHIO Section Public Information Coordinator
District Emergency Coordinator, D3 Ohio ARES
Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greene County 

ARRL - The National Association For Amateur Radio™

__________________________________________
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Description automatically generated]From the Ohio Section Youth Coordinator 
Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC 
k8zt73@gmail.com

Three Events- One for Students, One for Teachers & One for Hams-



Students-
STEM Radio Day 
at Williamson Innovation Park
Free Northeast Ohio Event for 5th to 8th Grade Students- 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]The Youngstown State University College of STEM will host a free Radio Day STEM event for 5th-8th grade students on Saturday, April 26th, from 10 am-3 pm at the Williamson Innovation Park!- pm at the Williamson Innovation Park!- 

tiny.cc/ysu-radio-day

Through fun and hands-on activities, attendees will examine how radios work, learn different ways to use them, and get an introduction to the electromagnetic spectrum. Activities include building a Morse Code Key to take home, learning Morse Code and tuning in radio signals from around the world to make two-way radio contact using Amateur (Ham) radios!

This program is free, but students must pre-register to attend. The Williamson Innovation Park is located at 8399 Tippecanoe Rd, Canfield, OH 44406. We hope to see you there!

Also, mark your calendars for the 
Wireless Summer Day Camp from June 16 to 20th. Details will be available later this spring.

Please pass this information on to your local clubs, families and friends- PDF Flyer Link

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]For Teachers & Educators- 2025 ARRL Teachers Insitute on Wireless Technology

2025 program dates are now listed:
[image: A table with a list of events

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
	Applications for TI-1 Sessions and TI-1 Electives are now available on the ARRL website.
For more information on the program, check out the Teachers Institute.
CLICK HERE to Apply Now
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	About ARRL's Teachers Institute: Our goal for the TI program is to equip each teacher with the necessary foundational knowledge through hands-on learning and demonstrations to inspire teachers to continue exploring wireless technology and adapting relevant content into their classroom instruction.


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


For Hams-
If you want to get your Amateur Extra Class License, the Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club (www.cfarc.org) will hold free online classes live via Zoom starting March 23rd. I will be one of three instructors. For more details and to sign up visit- tiny.cc/beahamx.

That’s it for this month; I hope to work you on the air soon! 
73, 
Anthony, K8ZT (k8zt@arrl.net)


[bookmark: _Hlk503211291]________________________________________________
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Description automatically generated]From the Section Traffic Manager                      
Dan Rinaman, AC8NP – STM 
AC8NP@AC8NP.COM  


Greetings!  I thought I would share the information about the delivery of radiogram messages. This section of the MPG Chapter 8 you can go here to download the complete document.
8.1.2 DELIVERING MESSAGES, STYLE, EXAMPLE
Messages are important to both the addressees and the originators, and, because our free public service is a novelty to many, we have an opportunity to serve the public and make a good impression on the people we encounter. Much of what people know about Amateur Radio will be learned from the experience of receiving a message, and how well (or poorly) the delivering amateur presented himself or herself.
In today’s telemarketing world, the first consideration in delivery style is to make immediately clear that your call is not a sales pitch or solicitation. Ascertain if you have reached the correct residence or location then explain who you are and why you are calling.
Use care to explain that you have a greetings message so that the party on the phone does not jump to the conclusion that you are bearing bad news. People naturally think a "radiogram" is used only for the worst kind of news.
If the message is bad news, extra effort has to be made to soften the blow. Explain that the message might not be good news, and you wish to help them understand the content clearly. This is a difficult and delicate matter requiring serious tone, calm voice, and sympathetic attention to the reactions of the party on the line. Messages concerning death or serious illness might be better handled if you contact the local American Red Cross or police for assistance.
* MESSAGE DELIVERY EXAMPLE:
A good way to deliver a routine message might be as follows:
"Good (evening), is this the (addressee last name) residence? (on the affirmative) May I speak with (addressee name) please?".
If asked, identify yourself and your purpose without revealing the message contents (reserved for the addressee). When contact is made:
"Good (evening) Mr. (Mrs., Ms.) (name), this is an Amateur Radio operator here in (city). We are the Hams you hear about who help with communications during emergencies. We also send radiograms for people as a daily free public service, and I have a greetings message here for you from (place of origin). I will read it through for you and would be happy to repeat it if you care to write it down."
This allows the person to ask you to wait until they get a pencil and paper before starting, if they wish.
Read the message text slowly and clearly, using plain language (translating ARL messages with blanks filled properly), and saying "period" for X-RAY as needed, etc., then say:
"... and the message is signed by (signature) from (place of origin) at (time filed, if present)
on (date).” 
Reading the message preamble, prowords, OP NOTES, or full addressee information, is not done unless there is some information contained therein which might need to be discussed to verify the correct delivery. 
Ask if they would like you to repeat the message again to permit them to write it down, or simply to hear it again. Repeat the message, if required. Offer to send a message back, or perhaps a message to another party of the addressee's choice. A reply may have been requested in the text by ARL SEVEN, or in the preamble by HXE. These requests are honored differently. See the later sections below. Recipients may or may not ask about how the message system works. This is your chance to talk about Amateur Radio. They will be amazed to hear your story.


[image: A red and blue circle with textDescription automatically generated]National Traffic System
Traffic and Message Handling
For Skill, Service, and Fun! 
The ARRL got its start to organize message delivery to get messages delivered efficiently, accurately to its destination by different radio stations. This tradition continues today using CW, voice, and digital.
· Why practice traffic handling?
· It teaches operator good skills.
· [image: A qr code on a white backgroundDescription automatically generated]It gives you valuable skills in times of emergency passing health and welfare messages.
· You learn how to operate under adverse conditions without power.
· You create friendships and camaraderie.
Any license class can handle traffic even with a basic HT. Ask a mentor, club, or go to nts2.arrl.org for more information. There are nets you can join to learn and practice this skill. Consider Traffic Handling as part of your Ham Radio experience! 
Ohio Section Nets
If you have traffic you need to move, take it to a VHF net or HF via the OSSBN.  Here is WHERE TO FIND AN HF OR VHF TRAFFIC NET IN OHIO. 
OHIO SINGLE SIDEBAND NET
	Morning Session
	10:30 AM
	3972.5 kHz
	Every Day

	Afternoon Session
	4:15 PM
	3972.5 kHz
	Every Day  

	Evening Session
	6:45 PM
	3972.5 kHz
	Every Day


   
OHIO HF CW TRAFFIC NETS
	HF CW NETS
	NET TIMES
	FREQUENCY
	NET MANAGERS  

	Buckeye Early
	6:45 PM
	3.580 MHz
	N2LC

	Buckeye Late
	10:00 PM
	3.590 MHz
	WB9LBI

	Ohio Slow Net
	6:00 PM
	3.53535 MHz
	N2LC


All CW net frequencies plus or minus QRM
OHIO LOCAL VHF TRAFFIC NETS
	VHF NETS
	NET TIMES
	FREQUENCY
	NET MANAGERS  

	BRTN
	Monday, Thursday Saturday 9:30 PM
	145.230 MHz PL 110.9  
	KD8GXL

	COTN
	7:15 PM DAILY  
	146.970 MHz PL 123.0
	KV8Z

	TCTTN
	9 PM Sun, Tues, Fri  
	147.015 MHz PL 110.9    
	WB8YYS

	TATN
	8:00 PM DAILY
	146.670 MHz PL 123.0 
	WG8Z


  
  If you have a net in Ohio, you would like to list here please send me the information. ac8np@ac8np.com.

Thanks For All You Do!
Dan AC8NP
Section Traffic Manager

__________________________________________
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Amanda Farone, KC3GFU                    
ARRL Ohio Section | Affiliated Club Coordinator
Afrone926@gmail.com	
330-509-4095


As members of the vibrant amateur radio community, we all share a passion for communication, technology, and connection. But have you ever thought about how your involvement can significantly impact not only your experience but also the future of your local amateur radio club? Today, I want to emphasize the importance of stepping up and actively participating in your club activities! 
Why Participation Matters
Strengthening Community: When you participate in club events, meetings, and activities, you help foster a sense of community. Engaging with fellow members creates bonds, encourages collaboration, and builds friendships that extend beyond the airwaves. Your presence is vital in making the club a welcoming and supportive environment for everyone.
Sharing Knowledge and Skills: Every member brings unique skills and experiences to the table. By participating, you have the opportunity to share your knowledge with others and learn from their expertise. Whether you’re a seasoned operator or just starting, your contributions can inspire and educate fellow members, creating a culture of learning and growth.
Keeping the Club Vibrant: Active participation is essential for the club’s vitality. When members step up to organize events, lead discussions, or volunteer for projects, it keeps our activities fresh and exciting. Your involvement can help introduce new ideas, initiatives, and events that keep the club dynamic and engaging for everyone.
Advocacy and Representation: Being an active member allows you to represent the interests of our club within the wider amateur radio community. Your voice matters! By participating in local and national events, you can advocate for the club’s goals, share your success, and help promote the benefits of amateur radio to the public.
How You Can Get Involved
Attend Meetings: Join them at regular meetings! Your input is invaluable, and it’s a great way to stay informed about club activities and initiatives.
Volunteer for Events: Whether it’s helping with Field Day, organizing a workshop, or participating in a special event, your support makes a difference. Don’t hesitate to step up!
Share Your Skills: Consider leading a workshop or presentation on a topic you’re passionate about. Sharing your knowledge can inspire others and enrich the club’s offerings.
Mentor New Members: Reach out to newcomers and offer your guidance. Your experience can help them feel welcome and encourage their growth in the hobby

Every member plays a crucial role in shaping the future of your local amateur radio club. By stepping up and participating, you contribute to a thriving community that celebrates the shared passion for radio communication. Let’s work together to create an engaging and supportive environment for all! I encourage you to get involved and make your voice heard. Together, we can ensure that our clubs continue to flourish and inspire future generations of amateur radio operators. 


_________________________________________________________

[image: A person sitting in a car

Description automatically generated]

John Myers,  WG8X      
wg8x.radio@gmail.com
330-936-5021

  
Hi everyone, the days are getting longer, and slightly less bone-chilling. That’s good. Before too long, it’ll be time to put the snowblower away, and begin servicing the lawn mower. 
Last month, I talked about websites. I don’t feel that a website is an option either more, but rather a must have for your club. 
I’ve built quite a few websites and will be the first one to admit that I’m not the most technical person you’ll find. But one thing I have some experience with is how to create a basic website.
It starts with a domain and a hosting account. For my sites, I use qth.com. The folks there have been so helpful when I have any issues. I apologize up front if this column sounds like a sell job for them, but they have treated me right. Also, they give back to the Ham community.  
Your domain is your club’s unique address on the web. It should let folks know who you are by the web address. For example, the ARRL Ohio Section is arrl-ohio.org. Or, you can use your clubs callsign. My local club (Alliance ARC) does that (w8lky.org). Whoever you choose for web hosting should have a search box where you can try out various domain names to see if they are available. If you choose a ‘.org’, or a ‘.net’ domain it will likely cost you less than $25/yr. Opt for the domain privacy. It costs you a few bucks a year, but is worth it.       
You can get web hosting pretty reasonably by shopping around for the best deal. I like the “Best Value” deal from QTH.com. It’s about $120 per year, or half that if your group is a 501C3 non-profit. They are happy to help should any problems arise. Whoever you choose make sure that they will supply your SSL certificate for no additional fee. Yep, QTH.com does that. 
Once the hosting & domain are set up, you can decide what platform you will use to create your corner of the web. There are several Content Management Systems (CMS) available. I have the most experience with WordPress, but there are others, such as Drupal, Joomla, Wix and others. There’s no right or wrong choice; use what you like. 
Unfortunately, that’s all I have time for this month. Next month, I’ll take you on a tour of a WordPress site, and we’ll learn about plug-ins. 
Lastly this month, let’s have a look at the arrl-ohio.org web stats from the last 30 days. 
The top 4 sites (after the home page) are: 
0. Swap & Shop (arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/)
0. Hamfests (arrl-ohio.org/hamfests/)
0. Ohio Section Newsletter (arrl-ohio.org/ohio-section-newsletter/)
0. Ohio ARES (arrl-ohio.org/ohio-ares/)

And that is it for this month. See you in the April issue. 73 DE WG8X
  


________________________________

National News
(from ARRL and other sources) 
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	NASA Newsletter






	 



		In this week’s newsletter, explore the new set of NASA science and technology instruments on the way to the Moon; discover how to watch live coverage of Firefly Aerospace's Blue Ghost lunar landing; and find out which water-rich iron mineral may be the main culprit behind Mars’ reddish dust. Plus, more stories you might have missed.






	 



	

 
	COMMERCIAL SPACE
Moon Bound Technology
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		A new set of NASA science and technology instruments is on the way to the Moon, where they will gather data about Earth’s nearest neighbor and help pave the way for American astronauts to explore the Moon and beyond.

The Intuitive Machines’ IM-2 mission launched at 7:16 p.m. EST on Wednesday, Feb. 26, aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Launch Complex 39A at the agency’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida. Once on the Moon, the instruments will test novel technologies to learn more about what lies beneath the lunar surface, explore its challenging terrain, and improve in-space communication.

NASA’s Lunar Trailblazer spacecraft, which launched as a rideshare with the IM-2 mission, also began its journey to lunar orbit. The mission will help scientists better understand the lunar water cycle and inform future human missions as to where supplies of water may be found and extracted as a resource.

MISSION UPDATES
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		COMMERCIAL SPACE
Lunar Landing

With a suite of NASA science and technology on board, Firefly Aerospace is targeting 3:34 a.m. EST on Sunday, March 2, to land the Blue Ghost lunar lander on the Moon. Live coverage of the landing, jointly hosted by NASA and Firefly Aerospace, will begin at 2:20 a.m. EST.

STREAM ON NASA+












HAMVENTION!
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Description automatically generated]Hamvention 2025 Theme: Radio Independence The Hamvention team is pleased to introduce our 2025 Theme, which is Radio Independence. Radio Independence means a great deal to us. In the age of Parks on the Air (POTA), Summits on the Air (SOTA), YouTube, and International Communications, radio is moving beyond its past limitations. In the course of history radio has been heavily regulated and, in some instances, banned altogether. We are fortunate to enjoy these freedoms, and for us at Hamvention we are proud of our Radio Independence. What does Radio Independence mean to you? See you at Hamvention 2025. 73, Hamvention Executive Committee November 1, 2024


__________________________________________________________

Registration is now open for the 2025 Dayton ConTest University (CTU) to be held all day on Thursday May 15, 2025, at the Hope Hotel on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base the day before Hamvention® opens in Xenia, Ohio. 2025 will be the 16th year for CTU Dayton. Eight different countries have hosted CTUs, including the USA, Australia, Russia, Germany, Italy, England, Brazil, and Finland. Over 10,000 students have attended these CTUs with more than 100 CTU professors sharing their contesting experiences. The 2025 CTU Dayton course outline will be posted once all have been confirmed. Each presentation is carefully prepared with up-to-date information. CTU professors are experienced contesters who will share their knowledge, and participants can ask questions and learn new ways to enjoy contesting. Videos and PDF presentations from past CTUs can be viewed at contestuniversity.com. There are scholarships (registration fee paid) available for CTU through a grant from the Northern California DX Foundation for students aged 25 or younger. Student registration information is on the CTU website, contestuniversity.com.


	ARRL’s “On the Air Live” Continues to Grow
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ARRL is equipping the next generation of radio amateurs with the knowledge to get active on the air. “On the Air Live” is a monthly interactive webinar series that does deep-dives into topics aimed at the new and intermediate ham. It complements material found in On the Air magazine. February’s event had nearly 130 people in attendance.
 
The events are hosted by ARRL Education Specialist Wayne Greene, KB4SDF. “OTA Live” has seen rapid growth and good engagement in the two months it has been going. “The most recent ‘On the Air Live’ covered programming a handheld radio, and we got a lot of good questions,” said Greene. “Being an interactive webinar, we have the opportunity to spend time discussing things on which members need more information.”
 



	“On the Air Live” is accessed through the ARRL Learning Center at learn.arrl.org. It is a benefit of ARRL membership, and members must be logged into the web site to access it for live or archived sessions.
 
The next “On the Air Live” is Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 8:00 PM Eastern. It will focus on advanced functions of handheld radios, including getting them on digital modes. “We’re going to take the handheld radio and expand its capability by attaching it to a soundcard,” said Greene. Those who attend will learn how to use APRS and VARA (including Winlink).
 
“We had a great time with members on the last one, and I hope more people will join us in March,” said Greene.



__________________________________________________________
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This is YOUR corner of the newsletter. Send us what your club is doing, and we’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to us!. Need help with a project? Send it to us. 

Let us know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a special guest at your meeting or are you having a special anniversary? 

[bookmark: _wxlgdrpahn44]Send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   



VE Sessions

The following information is for ALL exam sessions:
It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before taking any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a valid photo ID and $15.00 - Cash preferred. 
Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam sessions.
AE8FP Amateur Radio Test Team   administers ARRL-VEC testing in the Central Ohio area. Our test dates for 2024 are as follows: Januray 20,    April 27,    July 20,    and October 19.                Time and location for these dates are 10:00am at the Westerville Fire Station #111, 400 W. Main St in Westerville, Ohio. The listed dates are co-sponsored by the Central Ohio Radio Club (CORC).

Pre-Registration is required, and open the 1st of each testing month. All information is available at www.ae8fp.net <http://www.ae8fp.net/>
Alliance Amateur Radio Club
The Alliance Amateur Radio Club holds quarterly VE testing, at the Christ United Methodist Church in Alliance.
Upcoming Exam Dates are:
Saturday, March 15th, 2025, Saturday, June 21st, 2025, Saturday, August 16th, 2025, and Saturday, October 25th, 2025
The address is 470 E. Broadway St, Alliance, OH (https://maps.app.goo.gl/prDyEPp6siJun2ibA).
Registration begins at 8 AM, and testing at 9am.
More information can be found at www.w8lky.org/licensing/ve-exams/.
All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) hosts testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month in Lancaster.  Our testing sessions use Examtools, a digital testing platform, and administers the exams on tablets. Simply sign up for a free account at https://hamstudy.org/register and then search for our session and register through the Hamstudy website. Reach out with any questions to Jarrod – KE8MBL at hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun.
CARS
VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for details 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                                          What:	CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  When: On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM Feb
8th; Apr 12th; Jun 14th; Aug 9th; Oct 11th; and Dec 13th, 2025. 
Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  45503   This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left driving straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the door with the "Employees Only" sign.
  
For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com

Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club VE Testing
Exam sessions are held on monthly. For a complete list of upcoming sessions, locations and registration, visit https://cfarc-edu.org/registration. 

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA)
 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com

The Findlay Radio Club 
The Findlay Radio Club sponsors an Exam Session the second Saturday of
every month except September when we have our Hamfest. The Exam Session
takes place at the Findlay Radio Club, 1333 West Sandusky St., Findlay
Ohio  45839. The session begins at 9 AM. Pre-registration is
recommended, but not required. You can pre-register at hamstudy.org. We
can also give Exams remotely on-line on your schedule if you can't make
to a session.

The club has meetings on the first and third Thursdays at the clubhouse at 7:30 PM. The meetings are also available on Zoom. Contact N8ET if you would like to log in. All are welcome.

We also meet at the club on Sunday afternoon from 2 until 5 (or later!) to talk about anything Ham Radio. The sessions are geared toward new Hams. Everyone brings their questions and equipment they would like to show off or learn how to use. This Sunday we are going to install and learn to use Flgigi, Flmsg, and Flamp. In past sessions we have built antennas, fired up new rigs, and generally had a good time!


Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)  
Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are always welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam.

[image: Geauga Amateur Radio Association]The GARA schedule of exams are these Sundays at 2pm.  Dates for 2024 are Jan 14, March 10, May12, July 14, Sept 15, and Nov 17, 2024. All sessions are at 2:00PM each month


Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 12518 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital and just east of the Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 322 and State Route 87 on Merritt Road.  

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take your test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking the General or Extra exam.

Additional info may be obtained from Jackie Welch, N8JMW by email  n8jmw2@gmail.ccom  or calling at 440-228-2716.  More information is available from the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  https://geaugaara.org 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club
Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  ab8yk@hotmail.com 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding its 2024 Amateur Radio license exams at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road, on the following dates: 
		Saturday. February 3			Saturday, August 3
		Saturday, April 6			Saturday, October 5
		Saturday, June 1			Saturday, December 7

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. The tests will start at 12 noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier.
To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete one ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 605” and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN (FCC Registration Number). Social Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and don’t have a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link.

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam itself is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with your picture is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or scottfarnham@roadrunner.com

 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC will e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 days of the e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades.

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                              
The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC) hosts exam sessions on the first Saturday each month at 10:00 am in Lancaster Ohio at the Fairfield County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr., Lancaster Ohio.
To register for an exam, Click Here.
Questions: Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org.

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association       
The Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association VE schedule for 2025.

Feb 8th; Mar 8th; Apr 12th; May 10th; Jun 14th; 
Aug 9th; Sep 13th; Oct 11th; Nov 8th; Dec 13th.

At the Columbiana County EMA at 215 South Market St, Lisbon, OH 44432.
Check in at 1 PM, testing at 1:30 PM.

Make sure you have your FRN number from the FCC.
Contact NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com for any further information.


WE CAN ALSO GIVE THE TEST AT OUR REGULAR MEETINGS
THAT ARE NORMALLY ON THE 3RD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH.
LAARA MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE COLUMBIANA COUNTY
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY AT THE SAME ADDRESS AS ABOVE. SEE THE K8GQB.COM WEB SITE FOR UPDATES.
MEETING TIME IS 6:30 PM.
WE HAVE ACTIVITY MEETINGS ON THE ODD MONTHS AND
BUSINESS MEETINGS ON THE EVEN MONTHS.

Madison County                                                                                                                       
The Madison County Amateur Radio Club Laurel testing group offers testing on the first
Thursday of January, March, May, July 10, September and November. Tests are held at 7:00PM
at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St. London, OH. There is no Fee for testing.
Pre-Registration is not required but preferred. Walk-ins are welcome. You are required to have
proper ID, an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more
information or to get pre-registered send email to Exams@mcarcho.org .

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC) 
VE testing is held the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.  Location;  Miami Township Civic Center located at 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH  45150. 
 Please pre-register at www.milfordhamradio.org

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                          
Six VE testing sessions in 2025.  Registration is appreciated but walk-ins are welcome.  Contact Elaine, KC8FOS for more information or to register.  ewilkinson1951@gmail.com or 216-337-
4235.
January 4,  March 1,  May 3,  July 5,  Sept 6,  November 1.
Sessions are held at the Fairview Park Library, 21255 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 44126.

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS)
The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org .
[bookmark: _6kxzgxllf7yc]If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at KB8UUZ@gmail,com


Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX 

VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET.

Silvercreek ARA (SARA)
Holds six exam sessions per year for all license classes. Pre-registration requested but not required. 

Exam sessions for 2024:
Saturday, December 7th - Sharon Center UM Church (Wadsworth/Medina Co.)

Exam sessions for 2025:
Saturday, February 1st - Smithville Brethren Church (Smithville/Wayne Co.)
Saturday, April 5th - Sharon Center UM Church (Wadsworth/Medina Co.)
Saturday, June 7th - Sharon Center UM Church (Wadsworth/Medina Co.)
Saturday, August 2nd - Smithville Brethren Church (Smithville/Wayne Co.)
Saturday, October 4th - Sharon Center UM Church (Wadsworth/Medina Co.)
Saturday, December 6th  - Sharon Center UM Church (Wadsworth/Medina Co.)


All sessions begin at 10:00am. For directions and test information visit https://w8wky.org/license-exams/. Pre-Registration to expedite paperwork is requested, but not required at https://w8wky.org/sara-ve-registration-form/. Sign up and if you aren't ready or can't make it, just notify the VE team lead.

West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 10:00 AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, Ohio 45069. For more information and links to register, please see our website at https://wc8voa.org/licensing/ 



Ham Radio License Classes Start March 1 and March 3

The OH-KY-IN Amateur Radio Society and the Queen City Emergency Net will again present training for all classes of ham radio licenses.  The sessions for Technician and Amateur Extra will take place on Saturday mornings starting March 1st and continuing through Saturday April 5th.  Tech sessions will run from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM and the Extra sessions will run from 9:00 AM until noon. For those wishing to upgrade to General Class the sessions will take place on Monday evenings from 7:00 until 9:00 PM starting on March 3rd and continuing until April 7th.

An exam session will be held on Saturday April 12th.   All of these sessions will be held in the Red Cross building, 2111 Dana Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45207

Additional details:
http://ohkyin.org/wp/club-activities/classes/

Mark Landis
KD8ZLD



Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club Extra Class License Prep

Free online Extra Class prep sessions will begin March 23rd. All sessions are held online, live via Zoom. Classes are on seven Sundays from 1:30 to ~ 4 PM- 03/23, 
03/30, 04/6, 4/13, 04/27, 05/4 & 05/11/2025. They will include reviewing materials, clarifying concepts, conducting Q&As, and providing practical information for getting on the air and using your license privileges. For more information and to register, visit- tiny.cc/beahamx.

__________________________________________________________

DARA University Classes
 
Is it time to upgrade your license?  DARA has scheduled classes for all three amateur licenses.  The Technician classes will begin on Saturday March 22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the DARA clubhouse, 6619 Bellefontaine Rd, and run for four Saturdays.  The textbook will be the ARRL License Manual which can be purchased locally or you can get a copy at the DARA meeting or during the first class meeting.
 
What about General?  The General class will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday April 19th at the DARA clubhouse and will run for four Saturdays.  The testing for these classes will be conducted on either Friday or Saturday at Hamvention.
 
What about Extra?  The Amateur Extra classes (called Extreme Boot Camp) will held at Hamvention on Friday and Saturday morning.  Registration instructions are found on the Hamvention Web site.  The cost is $100 and includes a copy of the ARRL License manual, a syllabus, and a study schedule.  Can you pass the exam with only two days of instruction?  Definitely yes, because you’ll be following the study assignments prior to the Hamvention classes.  The testing will be on Saturday afternoon at Hamvention.
 
Do you already have your license but would like to expand your knowledge of general radio theory?  Plan to attend one or more of the license classes.  It’s a great way to learn or re-learn some new radio concepts.
 
73,
 
Bob Neben/K9BL 


Medina County Amateur Radio Club
Upgrade to Amateur Radio General Class License: 
PREREQUISITE: FCC TECHNICIAN LICENSE
Pass on to Technician licensed friends…
Amateur Radio FCC General Class Licensing Instruction offered by the Medina County Amateur Radio Club.:
Will prepare you for the FCC Element 3, General Class License exam,
35 multiple choice questions to get your upgrade!
March 5, 2025 begins nine Wednesday classes, 7:00-9:00 pm
No charge for classes. Last class is exam session – walk away with an FCC General Class License.
Required purchase of current ARRL General Class License Manual, Tenth Edition, available on Amazon…
MUST READ CHAPTERS 1-3 BEFORE FIRST CLASS
Jane@K8JGR.radio for more info, or https://www.W8EOC.org 
Location:
Medina County Career Center (JVS),
Room 246,
1101 West Liberty St, Medina, Ohio  44256

[bookmark: _Hlk191060832]_________________________________________________________

 From the Geauga Amateur Radio Association


		

	



Future “Elmer “sessions will be held at the Geauga County EOC, 12518 Merritt Rd. Chardon, Ohio on 4/13/25, 10/12/25, and 12/14/25Starting at 2 PM. There will also be 2 Outdoor sessions held at the Chrystal Lake Picnic Shelter in Headwaters Park, 12265 Old State Rd. in Claridon and Huntsburg townships on 9/8/25 and 8/10/25 also starting at 2 PM.

Everyone is welcome regardless of your radio experience so please join us in sharing the knowledge.

For any questions please contact Dale Byers K8DOB at k8dob@outlook.com

GARA will also be offering a 7 week Tech class beginning April 4th.  All classes are Fridays from 6:30 to 9:00PM.  Contact Jackie Clay for more info  n8jmw2@gmail.com 

__________________________________________________________
Win a Kenwood TS-590SG
[image: ]








Tickets are now on sale.
For more information, or to purchase tickets, please go to
https://www.w8lky.org/fundraisers/hf_rig_raffle/


Your Club news should be listed here!
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG


Important Links
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org
Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs
Find your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections
Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class
Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam
Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests
Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org
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Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com / www.aj8b.com ) 	

Have you ever worked 60 meters? If not, would you like to find out about 60? I have several sources of information. The first is via the “godfather” of 60M, W8GEX, Joe Pater. Joe has over 200 entities confirmed on 60M. I know that the ARRL doesn’t count those entities, but the 60M group does and offers some awards to prove it. You can check out the group at :

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/347995275954755/ 
60m website: www.60metersonline.com

Joe also has a 60M newsletter that you can subscribe to. (W8GEX@aol.com) Excerpts from the most recent one is below:

Current 60 Meter activity:
· Costa Rica: TI1RRC now active on 60m. Feb. 19 to 25
· New Zealand: ZL4OL and ZL2CC have been on around 0700z. Watch your 60m packet cluster for all the activity. 
· UN: 4U1UN is on 60m from time to time so keep an eye out for that one.
· Some of the rare DX has been heard lately includes FO5QB, 7Q6M and T77NC, A51AE
 
Don’t forget to have a look at our website  60metersonline.com.  Check out the leaderboard to see who’s on top. Also look at our station pictures so you can identify a picture with a call. 

Finally, the DX Mentor had a show all about 60 meters. On YouTube it can be watched at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq7YN6euHHM&t=243s. Via you podcast player, you can search on 60 meters under the DX Mentor on your podcast app.
 



DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH

This section of DX News comes from Bernie, W3UR, editor of the DailyDX, the WeeklyDX, and the How’s DX column in QST. If you would like a free 2-week trial of the DailyDX, your only source of real-time DX information, just drop me a note at thedxmentor@gmail.com.
The VK9XU, Christmas Island operation underway, with caveats. As of February 21, the VK9XU German-Australian DXpedition Group is on the air, but only on two bands and only on digital modes. A bag containing antenna mast poles went astray. However, the missing ski bag with antenna poles arrived at Christmas
Island on Thursday. They began preparing the low band antenna but couldn't finish in the dark. It should be ready for use by now. 
KB8NW, Tedd Mirgliotta, of the Ohio-Penn DX Bulletin, reports that IV3FSG, Elvira, is QRV as D68Z from Moroni, Comoros Islands until March 18. Activity will be on various HF bands using CW, SSB and FT8/FT4. Logs will be uploaded to Club Log. QSL via IK2DUW or LoTW. More details will follow.
G4BUO, Dave, will be in 5W, Samoa, until March 4 using the callsign 5WØUO. Activity will be holiday-style and mainly CW.
The DX India Foundation is mounting a trip to Arnala, India (IOTA AS-169) May 29-June 1. They hope to obtain the callsign AU2M. According to VU2RS, Sarath, Arnala is the most wanted IOTA entity in India. The DX India website has a news release with full details, including operators, QSL information, and donors and sponsorships.
The Rebel DX Group DXpedition to Nigeria, 5N9DTG, reports high noise levels (S9+20 dB) on 160M, making communication impossible. They hope the noise will decrease. They also learned that the country’s telecommunications authority had denied them permission to operate on 60M.
We have an update on the V73WW DXPedition to the Marshall Islands. 
The V73WW DXpedition has officially surpassed 100,000 QSOs, marking an incredible milestone in our journey. A huge thank you to all the hams who have made this achievement possible — your enthusiasm has fueled some tremendous pileups over the past days!
As we near the final stretch, the team has started disassembling antennas and infrastructure, with logistical operations well underway. However, some high-band antennas are still active, keeping us on air for those final QSOs before we wrap up. 
We also bid farewell to Jamie (M0SDV), who has now left for home. 
A huge thanks to our supporters and every operator who has worked us — your contributions and QSO efforts have made this expedition a success!

Here is more information on the newest IARU member society. Last week, we reported that the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region I had welcomed the Libyan Communications Amateur Society (LCAS) of Tripoli, Libya, is now an IARU member, bringing its total membership. This decision was made unanimously.
LCAS was founded on May 12, 2024, and has seven licensed amateur members. Its officers are 5A21MB, chairman; 5A21ZX, deputy chairman; and 5A21AF, president of the General Assembly.


The Board of Directors of the Yasme Foundation is pleased to announce the
following grants.

* A supporting grant of $7,500 to the World Radiosport Team Championship (WRTC) United Kingdom 2026 organizing committee for general expenses and a second grant of $3,000 to fund the Ham Widow's Ball for spouses in attendance.  The board encourages other organizations and individuals to support this global event.  Further information about WRTC 2026 can be found at wrtc2026.org.

* A grant covering the expenses of Hamvention 2025 space rental for HamSCI and YOTA/HR2.0

* Grant to the Ethiopian Amateur Radio Association for a club construction
project of a QRP Labs QMX+ 160-6m, 5W multi-mode transceiver kit. 

* A grant of $7,500 in support of YOTA 2025 (June 15 - 20) Summer Camp in Denver.  The board encourages other organizations and individuals to support this growing event for youth in North America and amateur radio.  Further information can be found at youthontheair.org/denver

* Supporting grant to Contest University (CTU) at Hamvention 2025 in Xenia.

Submitted by Ward Silver, N0AX, President
The Yasme Foundation


From the VU7 Student Project Program, we have the following to share.
Dear Student Amateur Radio Operators around the world. 
We are thrilled to invite you to join the VU7 Project DXpedition as student participants! This is a unique opportunity for you to learn from experienced and eminent amateur radio operators, gain hands-on experience, and be a part of a thrilling adventure. 
About the VU7 Project: The VU7 Project is a DXpedition aimed at activating the Laccadwip Islands, a remote and rare entity located in the Arabian Sea. Our team of experienced operators will set up stations, antennas, and equipment to make contacts with the global amateur radio community.
Student Participation Program: As student participants, you will be immersed in all aspects of the DXpedition, including:

- Setting up antennas and equipment
- Learning about radio propagation, antennas, and transmission techniques
- Making contacts with amateur radio operators worldwide
- Understanding the logistics and planning involved in a DXpedition
- Interacting with experienced operators and learning from their expertise
By participating in the VU7 Project, you will:

- Gain hands-on experience in amateur radio operations
- Develop skills in teamwork, communication, and problem-solving
- Learn from experienced operators and industry experts
- Be part of a unique and exciting adventure
- Receive a certificate of participation and a special QSL card

The DXpedition will take place from 16th January 2026 to 31st January 2026. You will be required to join the team for the entire duration.
We will provide accommodation and food during the DXpedition. You will need to bring your own personal gear, including clothing, toiletries, and any necessary medications. 
To confirm your participation, please reply to this email by 1st May 2025. We will provide you with further details, including the itinerary, equipment list, and other necessary information.

We look forward to having you on board!

Best regards,

Sarath, VU2RS
VU7 Project Team
sara@vu2rs.com

A new podcast episode of the DX Mentor dropped this weekend. It was a great conversation with Michael Walker, VA3MW, all about his ham radio journey. He will also talk about what’s new from FLEX radio! Of course, Joe, W8GEX, will  be with us also! You don’t want to miss this! 
If you want to make sure you won’t miss an episode, join TheDXMentor facebook group or follow us on “X”.

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH


[image: A black text on a white backgroundDescription automatically generated] Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. Of course, the gamble is that if you wait until Sunday, conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some fun! 

This is some contest and DX information. The CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame was established in January 2001, to recognize those individuals, whether licensed radio amateurs or not, who significantly affected the course of amateur radio; and radio amateurs who, in the course of their professional lives, had a significant impact on their professions or on world affairs. 
The CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame was created and controlled by Richard Ross K2MGA (sk) and Rich Moseson W2VU of CQ Magazine fame. CQ Magazine has discontinued but the Heritage CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame will continue to honor select qualified individuals. “Hamgallery” will be the new steward of this award with blessing from Cathy Ross (wife of K2MGA). It will be controlled and reviewed by a select and diverse group of amateurs. Nominations will be accepted from January 1st thru April 15th of each year. Please read nomination procedure here! Send your nominations to Tom Roscoe K8CX at k8cx@hamgallery.com. Make sure to put "CQ AMATEUR RADIO HALL OF FAME" in the subject line. You will be notified by April 30th if your nomination was accepted or declined.
The Contest Hall of Fame and the CQ DX Hall of Fame is also taking nominations (until March 1st). Visit their website for more information!

Thanks & 73,
Tom K8CX

On March 9th, from 0000Z to 0359Z, the North American RTTY Sprint will be held. I am going to give this one a try this year. The challenge is that, unlike other contests where you can park on a frequency and just run stations, you must make one QSO and then move to another frequency. It takes some coordination and focus, but it is fun, at least on the CW side of things. I will give this one a try. You can get details by checking the wa7bnm.com website or by dropping me a note at thedxmentor@gmail.com.
If you are interested in RTTY but not looking for a contest, you might try the weekly RTTY test held every Thursday between 0145Z and 0215Z. Check out radiosport.world/wrt.html for details or contact me. This weekly contest has gotten my back in to RTTY.



	Contest
	Start
          Date
	End
           Date

	YB DX RTTY Contest
	3/8/2025
	3/8/2025

	Idaho QSOP
	3/8/2025
	3/8/2025

	Oklahoma QSOP
	3/8/2025
	3/8/2025

	Wisconsin QSOP
	3/9/2025
	3/10/2025

	Virginia QSOP
	3/15/2025
	3/16/2025

	CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB
	3/29/2025
	3/30/2025

	SP DX Contest
	4/5/2025
	4/6/2025

	Louisiana QSOP
	4/5/2025
	4/6/2025

	Georgia QSOP
	4/12/2025
	4/13/2025

	New Mexico QSOP
	4/12/2025
	4/13/2025

	Holyland DX Contest
	4/18/2025
	4/19/2025

	Michigan QSOP
	4/19/2025
	4/20/2025

	Ontario QSOP
	4/19/2025
	4/20/2025

	SP DX RTTY 
	4/26/2025
	4/27/20256

	10-10 Intl. Spring Contest, Digital
	4/26/2025
	4/27/20256

	Florida QSOP
	4/26/2025
	4/27/20256





[bookmark: _Hlk112336316]
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There is an old saying “time flies when you are having fun!”  Well I must be having a lot of fun because it seems Christmas was just over and I’m already writing my March Section Journal column. After this winter I am glad that Spring is just around the corner even though it is still several weeks away.  Although I look forward to a season change, there are some aspects of Winter I will miss.  One is relaxing on the couch, with a hot cup of coffee in hand watching the snow fall.  Often that features local deer wandering through the woods or even onto the porches of the houses across the street.  Another is using the snow as an excuse not to have to go somewhere because of road conditions or event cancellations.  And for a ham, winter opens up more time to operate, work on projects and bone up on something new that is radio oriented.  Yes, time flies.  But soon we will be complaining about how hot and rainy it is.

Most South 40 clubs operate on a calendar year basis.  As March is upon us, I’m certain they would like to wrap up their membership renewals in order to get their annual ARRL report submitted to Newington.  So if you are not certain you have renewed, check with club officials to determine your statis.  I’m certain they will appreciate your action.  Remember, it is true you don’t have to be in a club to enjoy ham radio.  But sharing the mutual interest with like minded men, women and kids sure makes it more fun.

The Lancaster Fairfield County ARC starts a Technician License class on March 10 and running through the 14th.  It will run nightly beginning at 6 each evening and conclude around 9.  Although there is no charge to take the course, there will be some processing fees. You must register to participate by contacting Tim Lentz, KD8QCA at 740-684-2787. Classes will be held at the Fairfield County EMA Training Facility, 240 Baldwin in Lancaster.

For many years the Grant RC has held their annual Christmas dinner in March and 2025 is no exception. This year the dinner will be March 20 at the Country Inn in Mount Orab.  It will get underway at 6 PM.  It’s an enjoyable time with great friends and good food.  They often have some neat door prizes too.

Each Sunday morning at 8 the Vinton County ARA holds a gathering of the area hams at the Smoking Beans in McArthur.  On March 8 three amateur groups will hold their monthly gatherings.  The Bainbridge Area Hams will meet at the Dutch Restaurant on SR 41 South.  They start gathering between 8 and 8:30. Then at 10:00 the Highland ARA’s Brunch Bunch will congregate at the Hillsboro Burger King, across from the hospital in Hillsboro.  About 20 attended the February gathering-including a couple brand new hams.  In the Cincinnati area the OH-KY-IN ARS will meet at the Bob Evans Restaurant at 5245 North Bend Road.  1:00 is their starting time. On March 15 the Lancaster Fairfield County ARC will have their monthly breakfast at the Scramblers Restaurant in Lancaster. Also on the 15th, the Fayette ARA will meet at 10 at the Our Place Restaurant in Washington CH. Rounding out the month, the Clinton County ARA meets at Sam’s Meats and Deli in Wilmington at 8:30.

We have learned plans for the Athens County ARA’s annual hamfest are progressing.  That hamfest will be at the Athens Community Center on April 27.  As in past years, the admission will remain at $5. All of this crappy weather has given the Portsmouth RC the opportuntiy to prepare the flyer promoting their August 16 hamfest in New Boston.  It’s always an enjoyable event.  So get the date posted on your calendar.

After serving several terms as the President of the Cambridge ARA, in February Jim Shaw stepped down to become Vice President.  Sonny Alfman, W8FHF, was elected to fill the big shoes Jim vacated.  Evelyn Barton, KA8NZS, was elected Secretary with Marilyn Phalin, KD8ZMG, elected Treasurer.  KA8NZS along with Dick Wayt, WD8SDH, will serve as Trustees.  Lyn Alfman, N8IMW, will continue as the Information Officer and newsletter editor.  

As it had been a bit since the last amateur radio license had been issued in the Ohio South 40 Region, I had begun to think some of the stuff happening in Washington had reached into the FCC and slowed down the license issue process.  However Ted Jacobson, W8KVK, eased my mind by informing me that a fellow I have known for decades had been issued the KF8DMU call sign by the Commission.  Let’s welcome Dick Burba of Hillsboro as the newest area amateur.

The Athens County ARA will conduct an ARRL License Test on March 17 at the Red Cross Building in Athens.  All license elements will be available.  Contact Jeff Slattery to register for the test.  

Congrats to Steve Stuckey, AC9GK, for placing 16th in the 8th call district as a SSB entry during the recent CQ Worldwide Contest.  Steve is a member of the Bainbridge Area Ham Group and the Highland ARA.  Steve is also in the final stages of wrapping up his 5 Band WAS as well as a 6 meter WAS.  He has just applied for his WAZ certificate.

It’s getting that time of the year when the National Weather Service offices serving the South 40 region counties begin holding weather spotter training.  The Wilmington Office will hold virtual sessions on March 18 and May 13.  Then on March 19 they will hold the first in person training in Wilmington.  On April 9 they will have a session in Springfield Township in Hamilton County and the on the 15th in Logan.  To date the Charleston Office has not posted any Ohio location dates and the Pittsburgh Office has posted only one for New Philadelphia.

Speaking of “that time of the year”—it’s time for the annual start of Daylight Savings Time.  Although the folks in Washington keep kicking the doing away with it it is still going to happen this year.  In the wee hours of Sunday, March 9 your clocks need to be moved forward an hour until November 2 when you get to set them back the same amount.  So before hitting the sack on the 8th, move your clock forward or you may get to church just as the preacher is concluding his sermon, you miss your usual Sunday morning net or you miss the early bird special at the diner.

Until next time  ENJOY THE MARCH and become radio active.

John, W8KIW

jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 (landline-leave a message)

__________________________________________________________

ARLD009 DX news
 
This week's bulletin is made possible with information provided by DF4GV, KC1XX, The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, OPDX, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites. Thanks to all.
 
NIGERIA, 5N. Members of the Rebel DX Group are QRV as 5N9DTG. Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using FT8 and FT4 with Superfox and MSHV modes. QSL via OQRS.
 
MALDIVES, 8Q. Mamoru, JH3VAA and Takio, JH3QFL are QRV as 8Q7VA and 8Q7FL, respectively, until March 5. Activity is on the HF bands. QSL to home calls.
 
SIERRA LEONE, 9L. Peter, VK3HEX is QRV as 9L/VK3HEX until March 7. Activity is in his spare time and he has been active on 10 meters using SSB. This may soon include being active on 12 meters as well. QSL via operator's instructions.
 
COMOROS, D6. Elvira, IV3FSG will be QRV as D68Z from Moroni from March 3 to 18. Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, FT8, and FT4. QSL via IK2DUW.
 
IRAN, EP. Hamid, EP4HR has been active on 17 meters using FT8 around 1700z. QSL via IZ2RZQ.
 
MARTINIQUE, FM. Yuri, VE3DZ will be QRV as TO4A as a Single Op/All Band/High Power entry in the ARRL International DX SSB contest. QSL to home call.
 
COLOMBIA, HK. Matt, KC1XX is QRV as 5K4X from Medellin as a Single Op/All Band/Low Power entry in the ARRL International DX SSB contest. QSL via LoTW.
 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA, HL. Special event station HL100IARU will be active from March to April to mark the 100th anniversary of the International Amateur Radio Union. QSL via HL1IWD.
 
PANAMA, HP. A group of operators are QRV as 3F3RRC until March 3. QSL via M0OXO.
 
ST. LUCIA, J6. Steve, NY3B is QRV as J68SS until March 4. Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using CW and SSB. He and other operators will be QRV as J62K from Soufriere, IOTA NA-108, in the ARRL International SSB DX contest. QSL J68SS to home call, and J62K direct to K9HZ.
 
DOMINICA, J7. A group of operators will be QRV as J75A as a Multi/Two entry in the ARRL International SSB DX contest. QSL via LoTW.
 
GUAM, KH2. A group of operators will be QRV as NH2C as a Multi/Op entry in the ARRL International SSB DX contest. QSL via LoTW.
 
HAWAII, KH6. Gary, N7IR will be QRV as KH7M as a Single Op/All Band/QRP power entry in the ARRL International SSB DX contest. QSL direct to KH6ZM.
 
EAST KIRIBATI, T32. Ken, KH6QJ is QRV as T32AZ from Kiritimati, IOTA OC-024, until March 3, and then again on April 18 to 20. Activity will be on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters using SSB. QSL to home call.
 
GABON, TR. Roland, F8EN is QRV as TR8CR from Libreville until April or longer. Activity is mostly on 12 and 10 meters using CW. QSL via F6AJA.
 
COCOS (KEELING) ISLAND, VK9C. A group of operators will be QRV as VK9CU from March 4 to 11. Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and other digital modes with three stations active around the clock. QSL via DL2AWG.
 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND, VK9X. A group of operators are QRV as VK9XU until March 4. Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and other digital modes with three stations active around the clock. QSL via DL2AWG.
 
BERMUA, VP9. Les, N1SV is QRV as VP9/N1SV until March 3. Activity will be on 30, 17, and 12 meters. He will be active as VP9I in the ARRL International SSB DX contest. QSL VP9/N1SV to home call, and VP9I to WW3S.
 
ALBANIA, ZA. Mark, W4CK will be QRV as ZA/W4CK near Tirana from March 2 to 8. Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using CW. QSL via LoTW.


_______________________________________
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[image: ]Upcoming Hamfests


We DO have hamfests scheduled for 2025!! 
 







	Ohio Hamfests

	 

	2025

	03/09/2025 - Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society Winter Hamfest
Location: Elyria, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society
Website: https://www.noars.net/hamfests/winter-hamfest/
Learn More

	03/16/2025 - Toledo Mobile Radio Association Hamfest and Computer Fair
Location: Perrysburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Association
Website: http://www.w8hhf.org
Learn More


	04/05/2025 - Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club 69th Hamfest
Location: Cuyahoga Falls , OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

	04/26/2025 - Tusco Amateur Radio Club's 2025 Hamfest, Computer & Electronics Show
Location: Dover, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Tusco Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8zx.net/hamfest
Learn More


	04/27/2025 - Athens Hamfest
Location: Athens, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio Association
Website: https://www.ac-ara.org/
Learn More

	05/10/2025 - 05/15/2025
RV Radio Network Rally
Location: Navarre, OH
Type: ARRL Convention
Sponsor: RV Radio Network
Learn More


	05/15/2025 - 05/18/2025
Four Days In May
Location: Fairborn , OH
Type: ARRL Convention
Sponsor: QRP Amateur Radio Club International
Website: http://qrparci.org/fdim
Learn More

	05/16/2025 - 05/18/2025
Dayton Hamvention
Location: Xenia, OH
Type:
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://Hamvention.org
Learn More


	06/07/2025 - FCARC Summer Hamfest
Location: Delta, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
Learn More

	07/20/2025 - Van Wert Hamfest
Location: Van Wert, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://w8fy.org
Learn More


	08/02/2025 - Columbus Hamfest
Location: Grove City, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Aladdin Shrine Audio Unit
Website: http://columbushamfest.com
Learn More

	08/09/2025 - Cincinnati Hamfest℠
Location: Owensville, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://CincinnatiHamfest.org
Learn More


	
	08/16/2025 - Portsmouth Radio Club 2025 Hamfest
Location: New Boston, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: ARRL, Jett Fire Equipment, Shawnee Computer and More
Website: http://www.portsmouthradioclub.com
Learn More


	08/17/2025 - Warren Hamfest
Location: Cortland, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
Learn More

	09/07/2025 - Findlay Hamfest
Location: Findlay, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club
Website: http://w8ft.org
Learn More


	09/28/2025 - Cleveland Hamfest
Location: Berea, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: https://www.hac.org
Learn More

	10/04/2025 - Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club (NWOARC) Hamfest
Location: Lima, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com
Learn More


	
	08/16/2026 - Warren Hamfest
Location: Cortland, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://w8vtd.com/hamfest
Learn More




__________________________________________________________________


[image: ]Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT)

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one. 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your license*    

https://arrl-ohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/print_your_license.pdf




[bookmark: South40]

[bookmark: final]
Final…  Final

I’m going to give you a break!  Everything I have to say will show up next week’s in Post Script.
However, I want to THANK everyone who sent me an email stating that they had received the PostScript announcement last week via the ARRL Section Managers messaging system.  I received over 100 confirmations – I appreciate that very much.  The first one showed up in my email within 5 minutes of the announcement going out.  I appreciate all of my friends in the Ohio Section!

Share the Magic of Radio!

73,
Tom  WB8LCD





[bookmark: swap]



“Swap & Shop” on the website
[image: ]
Hey Gang, 

Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   Here’s a link that will take you there…  
http://arrl-ohio.org/section-swap-shop/  


Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s FREE!! 

Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well.

The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the webpage.  You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at.  

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted. 

Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post to:  swap@arrlohio.org  




[image: ]Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) are archived on the website? You can go back and look at any edition simply by clicking:  
https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-section-newsletter/ 



Ohio Section Cabinet
	Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD
	Section Traffic Manager – Dan Rinaman AC8NP

	Asst Section Manager – John Levo, W8KIW
	Asst Section Manager – Alan Andres, KD8ZBS

	Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   KD8SCL
	Section Youth Coordinator and Asst Section Manager – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT

	Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK
	Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – KC3GFU

	State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU
	Public Information Coordinator –  Elizabeth Klinc -  KE8FMJ






[image: ]Chit – Chat, and All That!

Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  Heck just have them send an email to:   webmaster@arrl-ohio.org  to be added. 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to receive these weekly Newsletters. 
[image: ]
[image: ]You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past newsletters are now archived too. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can go back at any time and read them. Just go to:  https://arrl-ohio.org/ohio-section-newsletter/ 

The pictures on the front page and throughout this newsletter are from various newsletters, Facebook posts and/or were sent directly to me in recent weeks. Take a good look at them, you just might be in one of the pictures!  “SMILE…  you’re in the Ohio Section News!!” 
[bookmark: _Hlk30329921]


[bookmark: _Hlk33264659][bookmark: _Hlk44181957]
[bookmark: _Hlk496976409]The Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) is produced as a comprehensive look at all the programs within the Ohio Section. I sincerely hope that you have enjoyed this edition of the OSJ and will encourage your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news and information about the Ohio Section, and from around the world!

TOP^
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ARRL Teachers Institute on Wireless Technology
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Programs of 2025

TI-1 Staten Island Local Teachers
ONLY

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless
Technology

TI Balloons and Amateur Radio
Tl Space Comms & Radio Astronomy

Tl Remote Sensors and Data
Gathering
TI Balloons and Amateur Radio

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless
Technology

TI Space Comms & Radio Astronomy
TI-1 Introduction to Wireless
Technology

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless
Technology

TI-1 Introduction to Wireless
Technology

Location Dates

INY Jan

Newington, CT|June 9-12

|Newington, CT | June 16-19

Newington, CT| June 23-26

Newington, CT New Dates: June 30-July
3

|Newington, CT|July 14-17
Newington, CT  July 21-24

Newington, CT|July 28-31
Newington, CT Aug 4-7

| Newington, CT|Oct 69

| Newington, CT| Oct 20-23
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