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National News 

(from arrl and other sources)  

 

Logbook of The World Adds FT4 for Digital Worked All States (WAS) Award Endorsements 
 

ARRL’s Logbook of The World has been updated to embrace FT4 contacts 

for the Digital Worked All States award — one of many digital WAS 

Endorsements. This follows the WSJT-X Development Group’s July 

“general availability” release of WSJT-X 2.1.0. No other endorsements are 

under consideration at this time. 

 

LoTW users are currently able to upload all FT4 contacts they have made. 

While the FT4 Digital WAS Award Endorsement functions are now active, 

award processing and fulfilment remain pending the availability of the new 

endorsement sticker. Watch ARRL News for this and other updates.  

 

 

 

######### 

 

AMSAT President Asks Members to Help Keep Amateur Radio in Space 
 

 “It takes considerable volunteer effort and real dollars to keep Amateur Radio in 

Space™,” AMSAT President Joe Spier, K6WAO, reminded the organization’s 

members this week in a message that also updated AMSAT activities and issued 

an invitation to the organization’s 50th anniversary Space Symposium and 

Annual Meeting in October. In addition, Spier put out a call for “important 

assistance” in the areas of User Services and Engineering (prospective volunteers 

may contact Spier via email). 

 

“AMSAT has several fund-raising needs,” Spier said, noting that contributions to 

AMSAT are tax deductible to the extent permitted by IRS rules. “The daily operation of AMSAT is 

accomplished by donations to the General Fund. The other main department needs are the fund for GOLF 3U 

CubeSats design/construction and Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS).” 

 

Spier pointed to the 2018 successes of AO-92 (Fox-1D) and the launch of AO-95 (Fox-1Cliff). Although the 

latter satellite’s receiver is not operational, Spier said AMSAT Engineering and Operations has been trying to 

determine the cause of the issue. 

 

“AMSAT partnered with Spaceflight Inc. by contracting and paying for these launches,” Spier noted. 

“Fundraising for Fox-series satellites has not yet recouped this expenditure, so donations are still being 

accepted.” AMSAT expects to launch of RadFxSat-2 (Fox-1E), in partnership with Vanderbilt University, no 

later than the end of summer. AMSAT is also partnering with several universities to fly the same linear 

transponder on their CubeSats. 

 

 

 

 
TOP ^ 
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AMSAT has been selected for two CubeSat Launch Initiative (CSLI) opportunities for GOLF-TEE and GOLF-

1. “GOLF’s 3U spaceframe is being designed with versatility to add mission-specific radios, power supplies, 

and experiments,” Spier said. “A series of GOLF CubeSats will provide better coverage, and a greater footprint 

will allow more coverage by fewer satellites.” 

 

GOLF-TEE could launch as early as next year and will carry an experimental 5 GHz/10 GHz software-defined 

radio transponder. 

 

One-time or recurring donations to AMSAT and ARISS are welcome. Spier said an 

ARISS FundRazr campaign has raised $33,250 of the $150,000 needed for critical Amateur Radio 

infrastructure upgrades on the International Space Station (ISS) to enable students to talk to astronauts in space. 

“AMSAT is also working with our ARISS partners to develop an Amateur Radio package, including two-way 

communication capability, to be carried onboard Gateway in lunar orbit,” Spier said. 

 

 
The Handbook Give Away  
  

Hey Gang, 

 

Have you registered for the “Handbook Giveaway” drawing for this month yet? If you 

haven’t, you’d better go there quickly as that time is running out for this months drawing. 

Go to:  http://arrl-ohio.org/handbook.html  and get yourself registered now!   

 

What’s the catch? I want to get everyone checking in to the Ohio Section website as often 

as possible, and in order to register each month, you have to visit the website often! There’s nothing else to it. I 

pay all expenses and I usually “Give Away” more than just a Handbook too!!   

 

Many of you ask me just how do I know when the drawing is on? Well, that’s easy all you need 

to do is check in on the Ohio Section Website on a regular basis and watch for the big RED 

Arrow that will appear on the left side of the page. This is the sign that the drawing is on and 

you need to get registered. So, keep a sharp eye out on the website and check in often!   

 

 

 
Club Corner 
 

This is YOUR cornner of the newsletter. Send me what your club is doing and I’ll 

make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or club project that you want everyone 

to know about? Send it to me!. Need help with a project? Send it to me.  

 

Let me know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a special guest at your 

meeting or are you having a special anniversary? Just sent it to: 

n8sy@n8sy.com   

 

######### 
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Help Needed 
 

 

 

Our ARES partners in Cuyahoga are looking for help with two events in August. 

 

 August 3rd & 4th is the MS Buckeye Breakaway. . You do not need to be a licensed 

ham to help with this event.  

 

To Sign up visit:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xFbtt8x_H_MSLFUUBu186rfOImMcaPW2ohX-aRk4pnk/   

 

August 10th & 11th is the USA Triathlon. To sign up visit: https://neoesg.org/events/event/usa-triathlon-

communications/   Contact Mat Nikoson, kc8nzj@gmail.com if you have questions. 

 

######### 

 

Lighthouses on the Air 

 
Hello SARA members and friends. 

 

On Saturday, August 17th I will be activating the Fairport 

West Breakwater Light for the International Lighthouse Special 

Event, using the call N8L. I will go it alone and just hang a 

wire off of the observation deck if I have to. But ideally, I 

would like to run a couple of radios simultaneously 24/7 for the 

weekend.  

 

The accommodations are really quite nice. There will be a Dropbox link to photos below. I am looking to gather 

a crew of a half dozen to a dozen Hams to work the project, much like a Field Day style operation, but without 

the contesting. This will be an open to the public operation and visitors will be welcome.  
 

Due to the ruggedness of the terrain to get to the Lighthouse, I will be working on arranging a secondary 

location at the Fairport Harbor Lighthouse Museum for those who cannot make the trek along the break wall, 

climb a ladder or up the steps of the base. This will also serve as a backup location in the case of inclement 

weather.   

 

If you are interested in participating in event as part of the crew, help with set-up, tear down, supplying 

equipment, radios, antennas, feed lines, analyzers, food, etc., please contact me to begin making some plans. 

  

The Lighthouse is fully furnished, but with no running water. It uses a composting toilet. There is a 5,700 

watt (7,100 peak) generator on site, and a small portable as well. We need to furnish our own gasoline, of 

course. Besides the lights and radios, the only appliances we would be running would be the refrigerator, the 

coffee pot, and maybe the microwave.  Here is a link to the Dropbox folder with pictures. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6b8lc06zb2c3lxj/AADJaxCp0DHps0bICdKq6TGma?dl=0 

 

My Contact is:  dspondike@aol.com  or call 330-801-0089 

 

######### 
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Toledo Mobile Radio Association (TMRA) Sponsoring Fox Hunts 
 

TMRA will be holding two park fox-hunts (transmitter hunts) 

very soon!  Please come out and join us! These particular hunts 

will be “learning” oriented and experienced hunters will be 

focused on making sure that those newer to the activity are learning and successfully using their equipment to 

find the hidden transmitters.  (However, of course, experienced hunters are very welcome to both hunt or 

elmer!)   Some additional/spare fox-hunt equipment will be available for those that don’t have any (but feel free 

to bring your own!)  Both hunts will have two hidden transmitters.  (one on 145.555MHz and one on 144.002 

MHz).  Please note that active lightening or rain will cancel the event (listen for 147.27 for info). 

 

July 31st (Hunt starts at 7pm) – Location= Nature and Photography Center Parking Lot @ Secor Metropark 

located on W. Tupelo Way near Wolfinger Rd. 

 

August 10th (Hunt starts at 11am) – Location = start at Buchner Center off of Oak Openings Parkway (near 

Mallard Lake) in Oak Openings Metropark.   

 

######### 

 

Help Needed 
 

I know a lot of us are just recovering from the Air Show, but we've got a couple events 

coming up soon. The Sylvania SuperKids is Saturday, Aug 3rd. The race starts at 7:30 

and we're usually done before 11.  
 

The next day, Sunday Aug 4th is the Sylvania Triathlon. Race time is 7:30 and the 

course closes at 1. Both races are in the vicinity of Olander park in Sylvania.  

 

We need about 10 operators for the SuperKids and 20 for the Triathlon. If you have questions or would like to 

volunteer, please contact me at either k8rks@arrl.net or 419-471-0573. 

 

########## 

 

Help Needed for the Touch-a-Truck Event 
 

We’ve been asked if the Medina County Amateur Radio Club would be willing to participate 

in their Touch-a-Truck event at Heritage Farm in Brunswick. 

 

She describes the occasion as, “The first-ever Touch a Truck event will be held from 11:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Aug. 4 at Heritage Farm, 4613 Laurel Road, home of the Brunswick Area 

Historical Society. Fire and police vehicles, a 1943 tractor, a semi, a tow truck and (xxx) we're still waiting for 

word on a military vehicle and a street rod.  

 

State Farm Insurance agent Greg Zolton is providing goodies for kids and providing safety information. It's free 

and will be held in the east parking area during the Sunday Farmers Market. 

 

For kids who aren't so interested in vehicles, there will also be a kids' costume parade where youngsters can 

march wearing their favorite costume.” 

 
TOP ^ 

mailto:k8rks@arrl.net
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Fred K8FH is bringing the communications trailer and I’ll have handouts and poster display about Ham Radio 

and coloring sheets for the kids.  But we are in need of more volunteers: 

 

·         People to explain to kids and/or adults what Amateur Radio is all about 

·         Someone at home to respond to a GOTA station 

·         Perhaps a simple home brew circuit that lights up or makes noise 

·         Anything clever to get people’s attention  

 

Please contact me if you are willing to participate.  It is a great opportunity to spread the word about Ham Radio 

in general and our Club in particular. 

 

Thank you and 73, 

Jane@K8JGR.radio 

 

######### 

 

Help Needed for the Potato Stomp 
 

The Mantua Potato Stomp will be holding their annual foot race on Saturday September 7th 

in the Mantua-Hiram area. This event consists of a four-mile and a nine-mile race on various 

roads in Mantua Village and Township and Hiram Township. Radio operators will be needed 

to staff the intersections on the course, provide a Shadow to the race director, a NCS, and a 

sweep.  

 

Ed, K8IV recently installed a UHF repeater at the tower on the hill just east of Mantua 

Village. It was used for the Headwaters Adventure Race, which is in the same area that the Mantua Potato 

Stomp race will take place. The coverage of this repeater in the local area is superb and allows Radio Operators 

to use just a UHF hand-held at almost every location in the area with full quieting coverage. Because of this we 

will no longer have to rely on establishing cross-band repeaters to get coverage throughout the course.  

 

This is also the date for OSPOTA so I know many of you will be involved with that. But, for those who are not, 

I would sincerely appreciate your help. If you’re new to public service communications support and are 

reluctant to do it alone, let me know and I’ll pair you with an experienced operator so you’ll get a chance to 

observe, learn and participate. Drop me a note at k8cav.coms@gmail.com  if you can help with this event. 

Thanks! 

 

######### 

 

Parks on the Air Operation 
 

Del, N8OFP and Bryan, KF8G will be doing Parks on the Air August 3/4 2019 from West Branch State Park. 

We're planning on operating on 20/40/80-meters as band conditions allow. Hopefully we will also do FT-8 and 

some CW. We will be running under the N8OFP callsign for the event. Look for us on the air!!! 

 

 

######### 
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USAF Marathon Needs Help 
 

Approximately 70 amateur radio operators are needed to support the USAF Marathon at 

Wright Patterson Air Force Base on Saturday, September 21, 2019 to provide the 

USAF Marathon Staff with emergency and logistic communications. This world class 

event has over 20,000 participants, volunteers, and spectators in attendance every year. 

Amateur radio operators are indispensable in rapidly communicating information on 

runner’s locations and status, heat index settings, severe weather notifications, as well as 

emergencies and logistic issues.  Plus, APRS is utilized to track lead runners and “Tail 

End Charlie’s”, thus allowing race officials and emergency services to more accurately monitor the race 

progression. 

 

According to Brandon Hough, the USAF Marathon Race Director, the senior base leaders rely on the 

communication skills of our amateur radios operators and use them as a vital resource.  

 

Multiple races are held on this day including:  10K, Half Marathon, Full Marathon, and Wheelchair.  The 

volunteer registration website for the USAF Marathon is now open. 

 

If you will be in the Dayton, Ohio area on Saturday, September 21, 2019 and would like to take part in this 

world class event, please go to the USAF Marathon website at http://www.usafmarathon.com/volunteer  and 

click the volunteer now link, scroll down to the amateur radio section to register. Training will be provided prior 

to the event. 

 

How to register online: 

1. Go to the website above. 

2. Click on the Volunteer Now button. 

3. Acknowledge that you’re going to a new website. 

4. On the new website, ignore the “password” entry box near the top of the page.  Scroll down to the 

“Amateur Radio Operator” section and click the check box for the Amateur Radio Operator Position and 

only that position. 

5. Scroll to the bottom, past all the other volunteer positions, and fill in your name and other required data. 

6. Check the box below the waiver paragraph and then type in your name for a digital signature. 

7. Click the “Sign Up to Volunteer” button. 

8. You’re done! 

9. You should get an automated email response from Jeanette Monaghan acknowledging your registration. 

10. Contact Phil Verret if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Registration closes August 31, 2019. 

 

If you have any questions please email to: Phil Verret,  KA8ZKR@ARRL.NET    

 

 

 

######### 
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Ohio Statewide Courthouses On The Air Special Event, August 24, 2019 
 

Event Background 

Last year there was the Ohio Covered Bridge Special Event that was led 

by John Levo, W8KIW Editor of the Highland ARC’s Monday Morning 

Memo.  Several clubs participated and was a complete success.  

Additionally, there were several folks interested in Ham Radio at the 

event who have now become new Hams.  Yes, anytime there is a public 

event resulting in a gain to the Ham Radio community, it is a total 

success.   

 

This year in keeping with the historical event series, John and the members of the Highland ARC decided to do 

a special event from their courthouse lawn.  John published an article in the Monday Morning Memo which 

attracted the attention of Michael Love, WB8YKS Southern Ohio Amateur Radio Association (SOARA) PIO.  

John and Mike decided that there may be interest in an all-state special event celebrating the courthouses in all 

of Ohio’s 88 counties.  Scott Yonally, N8SY Ohio Section Manager thought it was a fantastic idea and 

requested John and Mike to reach out across the state to determine the level of support for the event. The Ohio 

Section has 117 affiliated clubs of which 48 are Special Service Clubs and there are 29 PIOs. There may not be 

a club listed in each county by address, but we do have Hams in each county.  

 

Promoting Ham Radio  

This may be a first for the ARRL and the Ohio Section. This event has all the opportunities for a FUNFILLED 

family day engaging the public and our government officials.  Additionally, one county’s club is partnering with 

their county commissioners, historical society, EMA, sheriff’s office, public library, chamber of commerce, and 

news media.  The club has decided to use a large tent as the event will take place rain or shine.  Their PIO will 

make handouts available about ham radio and promoting the ARRL, ARES, RACES, Ohio Section and their 

local club.  A special focus will be made to spotlight the public awareness of the hobby and the benefits of a 

Ham radio license, emergency and community service. The public will be invited to talk on the radios under the 

direct supervision of a licensed operator. Several clubs plan to provide contact QSL cards and/or certificates to 

capture this historical event.  

 

Event Details 

Yes, we are excited and hopefully you are as well, about participating in this historical Ohio Courthouses on the 

Air Special Event.  We are requesting ALL Ohio Clubs and Hams to consider supporting this special 

event.  The event will take place on, Saturday, August 24, 2019, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. However, the 

hours can be extended by each club. Additionally, each club will determine the frequencies and modes 

they will use.  

 

Another opportunity presents itself as the Ohio QSO Party www.ohqp.org is also on the air, Saturday, August 

24th.  Therefore, these two events will complement each other providing contacts not only from within Ohio but 

across the country.  All Hams are invited to participate.   

 

Staying in Touch  

Please inform the listed contacts that your club will be participating, and the name of the county represented.   

  

Contacts for additional information: 

Michael Love, wb8yks@arrl.net  or John Levo, W8KIW  highlandara@yahoo.com 
 

######### 
TOP ^ 
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Geauga Amateur Radio Association Needs Help 
 

All - the 197th ever Great Geauga County Fair is just 4 weeks away!  As usual, it's 

Labor Day weekend, Thursday through Monday. 

 

The Geauga Emergency Amateur Radio Service has been invited by the sheriff's office 

once again to participate. We have a few functions at the fair: 

• Dispatch and drive golf carts to help people get around the fairgrounds and to and from the parking lot. 

• Staff the sheriff’s office building outside of Gate 1. 

• Walk the fairgrounds to provide eyes and ears for the on-duty fire departments and the sheriff’s office. 

• Perform other miscellaneous tasks to assist the sheriff’s office and fire departments. 

• Help the county firefighters' association clean up fire station 1 on Thursday, August 22. 

 

If any of these sound like fun, please join us! 

 

Note that you do not need to be a ham radio operator to drive a golf cart!  We use county radio frequencies for 

the golf cart portion. Feel free to bring a co-pilot/navigator or a friend, we'd appreciate their help! (Please make 

sure you register them as well, so we have an accurate headcount). 

 

When signing up, you'll tell us what days and which parts of those days you'd like to work.  We have three very 

loosely-defined "shifts": 

• Morning - roughly 9:00AM-1:00PM 

• Afternoon - roughly 1:00PM-5:00PM 

• Evening - roughly 5:00PM-9:00PM (and beyond if you can stay) 

 

These are here to give us a very rough idea of when you'll be available.  If you can only come out for an hour or 

two, that's fine, just choose the option(s) that work best for you.  That said, please only sign up for days and 

times you can commit to working.  This helps us plan resources.  

 

Thanks for your interest and we hope to see you at the fair!  Please sign up using the following link: 

http://bit.ly/2019geaugafair   If you have any questions or concerns, please email info@ohiogears.org. 

 

######### 

 

The Dave Kalter Youth DX Adventure returned July 19 from a successful trip to 

Curaçao. Three youth operators made 6,593 in four weekdays of operating. Thanks to all 

those hams that worked us and helped the youth learn how to manage pileups.  

 

We are in the process of designing our QSL card and should have it available before 

long. Information is available on QRZ for getting your card.  

 

The final log was uploaded to LoTW, QRZ and Clublog on July 18 late evening.  

 

You may check out our website at qsl.net/n6jrl 

 

Jim Storms, AB8YK  

2019 Team Lead  

 

 
TOP ^ 
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Upcoming Hamfests 
  

 

08/03/2019 | Columbus, Ohio Hamfest 

Location: Grove City, OH 

Sponsor: Voice of Aladdin Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://www.columbushamfest.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DX This Week – Support and Reference #2 
(from Bill, AJ8B) 

 

DX This Week – Listen, Listen, Listen 

Bill AJ8B (aj8b@arrl.net, @AJ8B, www.aj8b.com or www.swodxa.org ) 

CWOPs Member #1567 

 

We have two topics to cover this week. The first is the Worked All Continents 

Award. The second topic concerns a DXPedition that is underway. A team of 

European hams have activated The Sovereign Order of Malta (SMOM). From 

www.1a0c.com, here is a brief description. “The Sovereign Order of Malta is a sovereign body as provided by 

international law.  

 

The Order – based in Rome, on via Condotti, has its own government, an independent magistracy, bilateral 

diplomatic relations with 104 countries and is granted the status of Permanent Observer in many international 

organizations such as the United Nations. Its operational activities are managed by the six Grand Priories, six 

Subpriories and 47 National Associations of Knights on five continents.  

 

 
TOP ^ 

08/03/2019 | Mound Swap Meet 

Location: Miamisburg, OH 

Sponsor:  Mound Amateur Radio Association 

Website: https://www.w8dyy.org/ 

 

08/10/2019 | DX Engineering Hamfest 

Location: Tallmadge, OH 

Sponsor:  DX Engineering 

Website: https://www.dxengineering.com/ 

 

08/17/2019 | GARS 2019 HamFest 

Location: Germantown , OH 

Sponsor: Germantown Amateur Radio Society  

Website: http://www.WG8ARS.org 
 

08/18/2019 | Warren Tailgate Swap Meet 

Location: Warren, OH 

Sponsor: Warren Amateur Radio Association  

Website: http://www.w8vtd.com/2019/05/30/2019-

tailgate-swap-meet/ 

 

09/08/2019 | Findlay Hamfest 

Location: Findlay, OH 

Sponsor: Findlay Radio Club 

Website: http://www.findlayradioclub.org 
 

09/21/2019 | The OHKYIN ARS Hamfest 

Location: Cincinnati, OH 

Sponsor: OHKYIN Amateur Radio Society 

Website: http://www.ohkyin.org 

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests.html
http://www.columbushamfest.com/
mailto:aj8b@arrl.net
http://www.aj8b.com/
http://www.swodxa.org/
http://www.1a0c.com/
https://www.w8dyy.org/
https://www.dxengineering.com/
http://www.wg8ars.org/
http://www.w8vtd.com/2019/05/30/2019-tailgate-swap-meet/
http://www.w8vtd.com/2019/05/30/2019-tailgate-swap-meet/
http://www.findlayradioclub.org/
http://www.ohkyin.org/


11 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

The Order issues its own passports and stamps and creates public institutions, endowed with judicial autonomy. 

The Order’s day to day life is governed by a Constitution and Code, reformed in 1997.” 

 

+  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

I received an email from a new ham and he was asking about a term that I 

used a few weeks ago, namely, “chasing paper”. His second question was 

“What paper should I chase?”. I discussed this with Uncle Frank on 30 M 

last week. We both agreed that the most interesting award to start with 

would be the Worked All Continents award with the various 

endorsements. There are a couple of attributes to this award that make it 

interesting. First, it encompasses all continents EXCEPT for Antarctica. 

So, you can work NA, SA, EU, Asia, Africa, and Oceana (Australia). 

Secondly, you can get endorsements for various modes. Currently, the 

available modes are Mixed mode, CW, Phone, Digital, Image, and 

Satellite. 

 

Finally, there are additional endorsements that can be added to those certificates including QRP (5 watts or 

less), 1.8 MHz, 3.5 MHz, 50 MHz, 144 MHz, 432 MHz, and 1296 MHz. 

 

I would like to challenge you to achieve WAC on as many bands or modes as you can by the end of the year. As 

you qualify, please send me your information and I will acknowledge your accomplishment here! They say that 

we are at the bottom of the sunspot cycle and the bands are totally dead, but, Uncle Frank has worked over 200 

band/modes from his station and I have 143 countries and 35 zones with my modest station, so, I know it can be 

done! 

 

The information below is from the ARRL website http://www.arrl.org/wac  Sponsored by the International 

Amateur Radio Union (IARU), the Worked All Continents award is issued for working and confirming all six 

continents. These are North America, South America, Oceania, Asia, Europe and Africa. 

 

The cost of the WAC award certificate is $16.00 for U.S. and $18.00 for international mailings. Endorsements 

are available for $7.50. For multiple endorsements enclosed with one application or multiple applications, the 

fee is also $7.50 each. 

 

Five-Band WAC - A Five-Band Worked All Continents award is also available. You must work and confirm 

all six continents on each of the 5 primary Amateur bands of 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters. When these band 

awards are completed, endorsements are available for the remaining amateur bands except for 60 meters. The 

Five-Band WAC is strictly a band-only award and it cannot be endorsed on any mode. 

 

The cost for the Five-Band WAC award certificate is $16.00 for U.S. and $18.00 for international mailings. 

Postage for card return is required; U.S. mailings are $9.00 USPS Priority/$9.00 FedEx, and international 

mailing is $31.00 Fedex International/$41.00 USPS Priority International.  

 

Applying for the Award- WAC program applications can be checked by an official ARRL DXCC card 

checker. Card checkers can be found using this link: http://www.arrl.org/dxcc-card-checker-search . In addition, 

any Official Awards Manager from an IARU member society may check WAC applications.  

 

 

 
TOP ^ 

http://www.arrl.org/wac
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To determine which continent is associated with a particular DXCC entity, visit: 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/WAC/2019_Current_Deleted_WAC.txt  for the complete list of DXCC entities 

that includes the continent associated with each entity. Sufficient postage for the return of paper cards is 

required in addition to the award fee(s). The postage for WAC certificates is $16.00 for mailing within the U.S. 

For international postage the cost is $18.00. Postage for card return for U.S. mailings are $9.00 USPS 

Priority/$9.00 FedEx; international mailing is $31.00 Fedex International/$41.00 USPS Priority International. If 

payment is made by credit card, WAC will deduct all appropriate fees upon completion of award processing. 

This is the best and most efficient method of making a payment. 

 

+  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

 

I worked SMOM, 1A0C, for the first time in 2015. I had not heard them since and I am making sure that I have 

my band slots filled this time around. However, a visit to their website (www.1a0c.com) indicates that they 

have 2 goals with this DXPeditoon. The first is to make another entity available to DXers all over the world. 

The second goal is to raise funds for their noble cause. The intro says it all “1A0C is the amateur radio 

volunteer call-sign belongs to “The Order of Malta’s Italian Relief Corps (CISOM)”, an organization 

specialized in bringing assistance and relief during emergencies.  

 

This underscores the dual value of this activation. On the one hand, there’s the fun side of ham radio, giving a 

not so easy “new one” to as many stations as possible (especially from the US and Japan). On the other hand, 

however, there’s the noble goal, as often seen in ham radio, where a spirit of cooperation and mutual aid are 

shared by operators all over the world.  

 

The volunteer team’s aim, in fact, is to raise funds – thanks to donations and contributions from QSL requests – 

in order to support the The Order of Malta’s Italian Relief Corps daily activity with the homeless. The UDS 

(Street Unity-a charitable organization) are present in several Italian cities as Padua, Florence, Naples, Milan 

and Palermo, hoping to expand this service in few other cities within 2019. 

 

It has been estimated that one quarter of the world’s population lives without shelter or in unhealthy and 

unacceptable conditions, a great many of whom are minors. The problems that lead to homelessness pervade 

every part of society; family breakdown, natural and man-made disasters, overcrowding, drug addiction and 

illness.  

 

In addition, homelessness accelerates social exclusion, so those affected are often in a downward spiral of 

unemployment, marginalization, poverty, drug problems and illness. 

 

Please consider supporting our ongoing efforts with homeless with an extra donation while requesting your 

QSL card to the manager. We promise to use the funds wisely to fulfill our mission with homeless, regardless of 

their race, religion or gender.  

 

The Order of Malta’s Italian Relief Corps (CISOM) Amateur Radio Volunteer Team includes: EA1SA, EA5EL, 

EA5KA, EA5KM, EA5RM, EA7AJR, EA7KW, F8ATS, F9IE, IK5RUN, IW0DJB, IN3ZNR, IZ4AKS (1A0X), and 

LA7GIA. 

 

1A0C will be active between July 15 to July 21, 2019 on HF+6m and 60m and that will be all time new one on 

this band.  
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The QSLs for contacts with 1A0C can be requested via EA5RM following the instruction reported on the 

website: www.1A0C.com  . 

 

More details about the history of the order have been supplied by the DX News – www.dxnews.com. This is 

reprinted with their permission. (I encourage you to sign up to receive updates from DX News) 

Sovereign Military Order of Malta 

 

The Sovereign armed organization of Malta (SMOM) is the older chivalry order that survived until today. It is 

also known as the ruler Military Hospitaller Order of (Saint John) of Jerusalem of Malta and Rhodes, Order of 

Malta or the Knights of Malta. This is a {Roman-Catholic spiritual} order and it also has an armed, chivalrous 

and noble nature. At this moment the headquarter of this order is situated in Rome, Italy, because the European 

island known as Malta is very close to Italy. The history of this order is very old, because everything started in 

Jerusalem around 1050, according to historical data. After the 1st crusade SMOM develop into a military order 

in 1099 and it had its own character. At the beginning this order was designed to treat and cure the poor and 

sick from the (Holy-Land) and even today SMOM has 20,000 medical personnel as members of the order.  

 

There are also 13,000 members and more than 80,000 volunteers. They are all members from different countries 

all over the world, not only from Malta or Italy. The purpose of the order remained pretty much the same 

because today they are taking care of elder people, 

orphans, handicapped, refuged persons, homeless 

persons and those who have severe diseases such as 

terminal cancer. 

 

The Sovereign armed organization of Malta had also 

headquartered on Rhodes Island in 1310. Everything 

was caused by the fall of the last Christian stronghold 

from the Holy Land and before establishing in 

Rhodes, the order also had headquarters in Cyprus.  

 

 

There a fleet was established with the purpose of conquering other regions, and the order fought crusades in 

Egypt and Syria. The members of the order were divided according to the language they spoke by that time.  

 

There was a rough time for the order in 1523 because they had to left Rhodes after a battle with Suleiman the 

Magnificent and they had no territory until fifteen thirty. In 1565 the knights had to defend their territory 

against a Turkish siege, and they were the winners of that fight.  

 

The order was evacuated from Malta in 1798, but the order was able to settle in Rome in 1834 and it was a final 

decision. However, the order has control over the Fort St Angelo from Malta and the flag of the country is 

placed right next to the flag of the order. 

 

There’s also a membership scale for those who are part of the order: The first class, the second class, and the 

third class. The ones who are part of the order even today are having the titles of knights and dames.  

 

At this moment this is probably the biggest order from the whole world and their main purpose is to help those 

who are unfortunate. 
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SMOM has a long history and those who are members of the order are highly respected everywhere around the 

world. They have immunity and rights in some countries including France, England and Italy. The official 

language spoken by the members of the order is Italian, but some of them are still speaking Latin too. 

 

The order activity took place on islands for most of their time and between 1651 and 1665 the order used four 

islands from the Caribbean and those islands were Saint Barthelemy, Croix, Saint Martin and Saint Christopher. 

The order sold the islands in sixteen sixty-five to the French 

West India Company. Even during the colonial time and during 

the World War periods the order was always involved. Even 

today The Sovereign armed organization of Malta is still part of 

the politics in Italy and they also have a strong connection with 

Vatican too. 

 

It’s hard for the ordinary 

people to really understand 

the purpose of this chivalry 

order and what they really 

want to do, but people should consider them as a big organization designed to 

help others. This is what the order does. 

 

Even if they were exiled from Malta, The Sovereign armed organization of 

Malta still has a bit of influence in there, but they are not immune to the 

Malta laws, but they have some privileges. Two-sided treaties were signed to 

allow the order to come back in Malta. The first one was signed in 1991 but 

that one is not available anymore and the second one was signed in 1998 

although everything started after three years, in 2001. By this treaty the order 

can use the Fort St Angelo from Birgu for its own activity, and the accord has 

duration of ninety-nine years, but after 50 years since the treaty was signed it 

can be renewed for a new period of 99 years. 

 

Thanks to this chivalry order a lot of people were helped and not only in Italy or Malta. This is a global 

organization and it always was. They are helping other people from all over the world and they have members 

joining their ranks from everywhere, even from Asia or North America. They are also having a religious nature 

because most of the members of this order are Roman Catholics. If someone wants to join this order it must 

convert into a Roman Catholic otherwise it is not allowed to do it. 

 

It’s quite hard to enter the ranks of The Sovereign armed organization of Malta but not impossible. Everyone 

can do it as long as they can prove their loyalty and their good ambition.  

 

There are a lot of doctors and nurses who are part of the orders, so it can easily be seen that those who are 

following a medical carrier can also join The Sovereign armed organization of Malta. There’s no price to pay 

for joining but those who are members should attend charity events and to help when it’s necessary. People can 

also join as volunteers too.   https://youtu.be/neeIaXWbsh4  

 

+  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 

Here is an update from Bernie, W3UR, of the DailyDX and the WeeklyDX,  

the best source for DX information. (http://www.dailydx.com/  ) Bernie has this to report: 

+  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------+ 
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The following press release is from OH2BH, Martti Laine 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - From The Arctic Circle, Lapland - Sunday, 21st of July, 2019  

 

HEATWAVES ARE PASSING THROUGH THE ARCTIC CIRCLE – HOW ABOUT RADIO WAVES? 

TEMPERATURES ARE PREDICTED FOR 26C FOR THIS WEEK OJ9A, KATAJA/INAKARI EU-192  

AND OH9A, LAPLAND ISLANDS (SELKA-SARVI) EU-126  OJ9A N 65° 41.80" E 24° 10.08"  OH9A N 

65° 36.90" E 24° 11.76" 

 

These two islands, located in the Tornio river delta, will hit the bands for nearly six (6) days on Wednesday, 

July, 24th until Monday July, 29th, including the IOTA Contest. The islands are only six (6) miles apart. The 

OJ9A/OH9A radio team consisting of the following operators: OH1MA, Jaakko, OH2BH, Martti, OH2GEK, 

Niko, OH2MM, Ville, OH8NC, Juha, OH9RJ, Aaro, OH9VC, Jouko and SM0CXU, Thomas, will split into two 

groups and commute between the islands via the 17 foot Silver Hawk with Niko, OH2GEK steering. 

 

Their main transport will be out of the city of Tornio (OH9) with the local 55 foot cruiser M/S Lady 

Carin https://tinyurl.com/y584xd6l by Harbor Captain Arto Ponkala. There are only two islands split between 

Finland and Sweden - Market Reef EU-053 and Kataja/Inakari Island EU-192.  These two islands form a pair 

with unique status in the DXCC and IOTA programs. 

 

The Finnish Regulatory Authority (Traficom) has supported amateur radio and the DXCC program for 50-years 

by allocating OJ0 for Market Reef and more recently OJ9 for Inakari Island and the IOTA program. To salute 

Traficom for first OJ9 activation those QSOs with OJ9A will also count for the Market Reef jubilee marathon 

currently underway.  QSL OJ9A via OH2BH and OH9A via OH1NOA 

 

In parallel with OJ9A and OH9A, Market Reef (OJ0DX) will also be activated by a German, Swedish and 

Finnish team of DL3DXX, DJ4MF, DL5SE, OH3WS, SA0LAT and SM0W. OJ0DX QSL via DL3DXX.  

 

Bernie McClenny, W3UR 

 

 
DX news 

 

ARLD029 DX news 

 

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by The Daily 

DX, The OPDX Bulletin, 425 DX News, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the 

ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all. 

 

ALGERIA, 7X.  A group of operators are QRV as 7V9A from Sridjina Island, 

IOTA AF-104, until July 29.  Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using CW and SSB.  

This includes being an entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via bureau. 

 

CROATIA, 9A.  A group of operators are QRV as 9A2L from Susac Island, IOTA 

EU-016, during the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via 9A3DF. 

 

EAST MALAYSIA, 9M6.  A group of operators will be QRV as 9M8RC from Satang Besar Island, IOTA 

OC-165, during the RSGB IOTA contest as a Multi/Single entry.  QSL direct to 9W8KIF. 
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CHINA, B.  Operators BA4TB, BD4TS, BD4SS, BG4TRN, BH4TXN, BH4TVU, BH4SCF, BI4SCC and 

BH4BWX are QRV from Chongming Island, IOTA AS-136.  They will be active as BG4TRN in the RSGB 

IOTA contest. QSL to home calls. 

 

TAIWAN, BV.  A large group of operators will be QRV as BO0M from Ma Tsu Island, IOTA AS-113, in the 

RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via BV2KI. 

 

MOROCCO, CN.  A large group of operators are QRV as 5C9A from Los Farallones, IOTA AF-118, until 

July 30.  Activity is on the HF bands with three stations active.  QSL via I8LWL. 

 

PORTUGAL, CT.  A group of operators are QRV as CR5IC from Insua Island, IOTA EU-150, until July 29.  

This includes being active in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via CS5ARAM. 

 

PHILIPPINES, DU.  A group of operators will be QRV as DX9EVM from Mindanao Island, IOTA OC-130, 

during the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via DU9CA. 

 

ESTONIA, ES.  Igor, ES0IA plans to be QRV from Kassar Island, IOTA EU-034, as a 12 Hour/SSB entry in 

the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL to home call. 

 

KYRGYZSTAN, EX.  Vlad, UN1GSW is QRV with special call sign EX0NPL until August 25 from a base 

camp for mountain climbers.  Activity is on 40 and 20 meters using SSB.  QSL via operator's instructions. 

 

AUSTRAL ISLANDS, FO.  Oliver, W6NV is QRV as TX2A from Raivavae, IOTA OC 114, until July 29.  He 

will be a Single Op/All Band/24 Hours/Mixed Mode/DX-pedition entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL direct 

to home call. 

 

SARDINIA, IS0.  Simone, IU4HRJ will be QRV as IM0/IU4HRJ from Maddalena Island, IOTA EU-041, 

during the RSGB IOTA contest as a Single Op/Island DX-pedition entry.  QSL to home call. 

 

MARKET REEF, OJ0.  A group of operators are QRV as OJ0DX from Market Reef, IOTA EU-053, until 

July 31.  This includes being an entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via DL3DXX. 

 

DENMARK, OZ.  Henning, OZ2I will be QRV as 5Q6EE from Hjarno Island, IOTA EU-172, during the 

RSGB IOTA contest as a Single Op/All Band entry.  QSL to home call. 

 

NETHERLANDS, PA.  Special event station PA13HJ will be QRV from July 28 to August 6 during the 13th 

Haarlem Jamborette Scouts Camp. Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and various digital modes.  

QSL via PA9LUC. 

 

FERNANDO DE NORONHA, PY0F.  Operators Julio, PP2BT and Renner, PY7RP are QRV as PY0F until 

July 28.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and various digital modes.  This includes being a Multi 

Op/Assisted/24 Hours entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL direct to PY7RP. 

 

GREECE, SV.  Konstantinos, SV8GGI will be QRV from Salamina Island, IOTA EU-075, as a 12 Hour/CW 

entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via LoTW. 

 

CRETE, SV9.  Thomas, SV2CLJ is QRV as SV9/SV2CLJ until July 31. Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using 

CW, SSB and FT8.  This includes being an entry in the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL direct to home call. 
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EUROPEAN RUSSIA, UA.  Members of the Ukrainian Radioclub Sputnik will be QRV as UR1G from 

Kalanchakskiye Island, IOTA EU-179, in the RSGB IOTA contest.  Before and after the contest they are active 

as home calls/p.  QSL via operators' instructions. 

 

AUSTRALIA, VK.  Andrew, VK4NM will be QRV as VK4NM/p from Fraser Island, IOTA OC-142, during 

the RSGB IOTA contest.  QSL via M0OXO. 

 

LORD HOWE ISLAND, VK9L.  Rick, AI5P will be QRV as VK9APX from July 

31 to August 10.  Activity will be holiday style on 40 to 17 meters using CW and FT8.  QSL to home call. 

 

VANUATU, YJ.  Geoff, ZL3GA is QRV as YJ0GA near Efate, IOTA OC-035, until August 2.  Activity is on 

40, 20, 15 and possibly 10 meters using only SSB.  This includes being a Single Op entry in the RSGB IOTA 

contest.  QSL direct to home call. 

          

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The RSGB IOTA Contest, QRP 20-Meter CW Fox Hunt, NCCC RTTY 

Sprint, NCCC CW Sprint and the ARS CW Flight of the Bumblebees are all on tap for this weekend. 

 

The QCX CW Challenge is scheduled for July 29. 

 

The CWops Mini-CWT Test and Phone Fray is scheduled for July 31. 

 

The Canadian National Parks on the Air, CNPOTA, operating event runs for the entire year of 2019, with 

special stations active from Canada's parks and historic sites. 

 

Please see July QST, page 85, and the ARRL and WA7BNM Contest Web Sites for details. 

 

 
Special Events 
 

08/01/2019 | W8LKY Carnation Festival Special Event 

08/01-11/2019, 0000Z-2359Z, W8LKY, Alliance, OH. Alliance Amateur Radio Club. 14.240 14.045 7.240 

7.045. Certificate & QSL. Alliance Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 3344, Alliance, OH 44601. The Alliance 

ARC(W8LKY) will be on the air at various times throughout our Carnation festival festivities. We'll be on the 

air from various locations in the Carnation city. We may pop up on the bands at any time. Check the spotting 

networks, and our web page for upcoming activations. www.w8lky.org 
 

08/15/2019 | D-Day Conneaut 

Aug 15-Aug 18, 1600Z-0400Z, W8D, Conneaut, OH. Conneaut Amateur Radio Club. 14.285 7.190 3.996 

3.885. QSL. Garret Scott W8D, 10236 Birch Hill Ln., Knoxville, TN 37932. D-Day Conneaut recognizes the 

75th anniversary of the World War II Allied D-Day Landings on the beaches of France in 1944. Event will 

include the country's largest reenactment of the D-Day landings with more than 1,800 WWII reenactors from 

around the world participating. Radio operations will include vintage WWII equipment 

https://www.facebook.com/W8BHZ 

 

08/17/2019 | Port Clinton Lighthouse Festival 

Aug 17, 1500Z-2100Z, W8GNM/8, Port Clinton, OH. Port Clinton Lighthouse Conservancy. 14.335 14.285 

7.230 7.200. QSL. Geoff Mendenhall, 4720 E. Terrace Cir, Port Clinton, OH 43452. Lighthouse activation in 

conjunction with International Lighthouse and Lightship Day. Check web cluster for operating frequencies. 

QSL via LoTW only to W8GNM/8 portclintonlighthouse.org 
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08/17/2019 | WA8Q 30th Anniversary Celebration 

Aug 17-Aug 18, 1600Z-0359Z, N8OWS, Independence, OH. Woodchuck Amateur Radio Club. 14.250 7.180 

3.825. Certificate & QSL. Woodchuck ARC, 965 Primrose Drive, Independence, OH 

44131. www.woodchuckarc.com 
 

08/24/2019 | Ohio Statewide Courthouses On The Air 

Aug 24, 0900Z-1600Z, various, statewide, OH. Ohio Section. all bands, all modes. QSL. QSL to, amateur , 

contacted. Ohio QSO Party is also on this date. wb8yks@arrl.net 
 

 
ARRL Contest Corner 
 

July 29 

• QCX Challenge 

 

July 30 

• QCX Challenge 

 

July 31 

• Phone Fray 

• CWops Mini-CWT Test 

 
 

 

An expanded, downloadable version of QST's Contest Corral is available as a PDF. Check the sponsor's Web 

site for information on operating time restrictions and other instructions. 
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August 1 

• CWops Mini-CWT Test 

• SKCC Sprint Europe 

 

 

 

August 2 

• QRP Fox Hunt 

• NCCC RTTY Sprint 

• NCCC Sprint 

 

August 3 

• 10-10 Int. Summer Contest, SSB 
• European HF Championship 
• WAB 144 MHz Low Power Phone 
• North American QSO Party, CW 
• ARRL 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest 

 

August 4 

• SARL HF Phone Contest 

 

 

August 6 

• ARS Spartan Sprint 

 

August 7 

• Phone Fray 

• CWops Mini-CWT Test 

 

http://www.woodchuckarc.com/
mailto:wb8yks@arrl.net
http://www.qrp-labs.com/party.html
http://www.qrp-labs.com/party.html
http://www.perluma.com/Phone_Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
http://www.skccgroup.com/operating_activities/skse/
http://www.qrpfoxhunt.org/summer_rules.htm
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html
http://www.ncccsprint.com/rules.html
http://www.ten-ten.org/index.php/activity/2013-07-22-20-26-48/qso-party-rules
http://lea.hamradio.si/~scc/euhf/euhfcrules.htm
http://wab.intermip.net/Contest%20Rules.php
http://www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-contest
http://www.sarl.org.za/Web3/Members/DoDocDownload.aspx?X=201812010726248P1Jfp4GJT.PDF
http://arsqrp.blogspot.com/2009/02/so-whats-spartan-sprint-and-how-do-i.html
http://www.perluma.com/Phone_Fray_Contest_Rules.pdf
https://cwops.org/cwops-tests/
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One Question Questionnaire 
 

Hey Gang, 

 

It seems that about 56% of you do have a QSL from your first contact. That’s really 

fantastic!    

 

I’ve got another NEW – one question – questionnaire on the Ohio Section Website!    

 

There’s been a lot of chatter this past week or so about 6-meters opening up some. 

I’ve never really worked much 6-meter stuff as that my rig was crystal bound 52.525 

and on FM only to boot, so I never really got to play much when the band opened up. I hear it’s a blast to do 

and maybe sometime soon I’ll get to do it. So, thinking along those lines…  here’s the next question for you. 

 

“Have you ever made meteor-scatter contacts on 6 meters?” 

 

These One Question questionnaires are all in fun and I hope that you are enjoying answering them.   

 

You’ll find the “One Question” questionnaire on the Ohio Section Website! http://arrlohio.org   It’s all in fun 

and it’s not a scientific survey in any way, but we are learning some things that we didn’t know from these 

questions. I hope that you are enjoying answering these “One Question” questionnaires.   

 

 
V.E. Test Sessions 
 

 

For the latest testing site information please >> Click Here <<  The ARRL site 

tracks all of the VE testing sites that register with them, including W5YI and Laurel. 

ARRL gives you a number of different ways of sorting to find that site that is closest to 

you as well.  

 

 

 

 
ARES Connect  
 

It seems as though the name "ARES Connect" is getting folks confused about who all should be using this 

system. Maybe we should just call it “Ham Radio Connect” or how’s about just plain “Connect” instead! 

Whatcha’ think? Would you think the system was for everyone then?  
 

This system is new to everyone and it seems that the moniker ARES that got hung on this new system is 

keeping a lot of folks from using it. Let’s clear the air on that right now. It’s not just for ARES events. I'm here 

to tell you that it's to be used for ANY event that involves Amateur Radio. It can be a RACES, CERT, Skywarn, 

Red Cross or just a few hams gathered at a table to talk about Amateur Radio. It all counts!  
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Club meetings, hamfests, working on that club trailer, repeater, website, field day, parades, newsletter or just 

having fun keeping track of all those spandex folks during every kind of race imaginable are perfect examples 

of hours that count that are not necessarily ARES directly related but do have an impact on your community.  

Any Amateur Radio related activity should be an event in ARES Connect and your hours recorded. Why? These 

hours will help demonstrate to the FCC and all of our government officials (local, state and federal), as well as 

all of our served agencies our willingness to volunteer and help our fellow citizens. These are not just hours; 

they are dollars that are given back to our communities, and we want our government officials to know just how 

much we give back to help keep the frequencies that we have, as well as future frequencies that may be 

available later. Showing them in dollars how much we give back is what keeps their attention and helps 

preserve our current frequencies.  

 

Just because the name of this system has ARES in it, doesn't mean that we only record ARES events. If it 

involves Amateur Radio IN ANY WAY then it needs to have an event established and hours recorded for it. 

 

Here’s the really great news about this system. It’s never too late to get those valuable hours recorded, even if 

the event has already passed. The Admins of this system can setup events 

anytime and add you and your hours to those events.   
 

Yes, I agree, the name of this system may not necessarily fit what it’s all 

about, but HEY… what’s in a name anyway!!! Now, are you registered in 

the system yet? We need to make sure that no one is left behind, and we 

know that not everyone is entered into the system yet.  

 

 

If you live in Ohio and you haven’t registered yet, we need you to get registered now. We need you to only use 

this URL to get registered  https://arrl.volunteerhub.com/lp/oh/.  Using any other entrance to register will 

only slow down your registration process. Again, this is for those living in Ohio only. If you are an out of state 

person (not Ohio), you can simply change the /oh/ to your 2-letter state designation. This will put you in the 

correct state for signing up  

 

Your time adds up quickly. Make sure that all that fun and dedication counts. Get your hours logged now!  
 

Here’s the top 10 hours earners so far for July: 

 

  Name Events Hours 

1 Bret Stemen (KD8SCL) 43 144.50 

2 Alan Rothweiler (N8CJ) 28 82.00 

3 James Yoder (w8erw) 6 71.25 

4 Christopher Domenick (KC8CAD) 13 67.50 

5 Diane Warner (KE8HLD) 19 53.00 

6 Greg Dersarkisian (KD8SSJ) 17 51.50 

7 Timothy Gray (KD8IZU) 11 47.75 

8 Dan Stahl (KC8PBU) 35 45.05 

9 John Westerkamp (W8LRJ) 34 42.66 

10 Michael Farkas (n8gbu) 35 41.50 
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With this new reporting system, we can get real time information that shows how many hours, who volunteered 

and what did they volunteer for. There’s a ton of information that we can draw out of the system. 

 

We now have 1,178 registered and growing every day in the system. What’s really interesting is as of this same 

date there are 10,115 registered in the entire country. This means that the Ohio Section makes up over 11.64% 

of those registered.  

 

We have a set of instructions on how to get registered right above the button to enter ARES Connect. I would 

strongly suggest that if you haven’t registered yet, that you read these instructions first.  

 

For those of you who already have an account in ARES Connect and can’t seem to get access to it, please 

DON’T just make another account, this really plays havoc with the reports when you do that. If you can’t 

remember your password there is an automated way of getting it reset. If this isn’t the problem, please 

contact me as soon as you can, and I can get it straightened out for you.  

 

Here’s a link to get you started...  http://arrl-ohio.org/ares_connect_directions.pdf   Please, don’t just hurry 

through the questions, read them carefully, if you don’t understand something, please ask me, I’m here to 

answer your questions.  
 

We know that you mean well by answering that you do have the needed courses in, but I will let you know that 

we are verifying what you say you have with what is showing for you in our statewide database when we are 

completing your registration. So, how can you find out if you are already listed in our statewide database? Easy, 

here’s a link:  http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/ICS%20Complete%20by%20County%20and%20Name.pdf    

 

As you can see by the numbers above, we are now at the point where we will all need to be registered in this 

system for our hours to count.  We will no longer need to depend on our EC’s and DEC’s to remember our 

hours of volunteering and report those hours for us on their monthly reports.  
 

The EC and DEC monthly numbers are no longer necessary, we will maintain a monthly reporting system for 

EC/DEC’s, but it will only be for them to submit a narrative only for the month! 
 

The time that was spent in getting your information and making sure it is up-to-date and on file with the EC, as 

well as transferring all of those records when a new EC takes over is no longer be needed. This system takes 

care of all of that automatically.  

 

Now, it has a lot of benefit for you too... Forget a meeting time or location? Just look it up on the calendar and 

there you have it. If set, you can even see the location on a map! I have attended many meetings and gatherings 

just because it was listed on ARES Connect and I found it just browsing around. I wouldn’t have known about it 

if it hadn’t been on the ARES Connect Calendar!  

 

Why is this so important? These hours are what is shown to those we go to for funding as well as for more 

frequencies to operate on. Yes, we have to justify why we need the money or frequencies to those in 

government that want “just the facts.” This system allows us to show them the facts, anytime and with great 

accuracy.  

 

 

######### 

 

 

 
TOP ^ 

http://arrl-ohio.org/ares_connect_directions.pdf
http://arrl-ohio.org/SEC/special/ICS%20Complete%20by%20County%20and%20Name.pdf


22 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 
This and That’s 
 

Columbiana Schools Get Involved with Amateur Radio 
(from Colleen Cambell, KB8VAQ) 

 

My daughter Katie, KE8LQR had the opportunity to get involved in ham radio this year when our school 

resource officer, Wade Boley, N8YMX, offered an after-school circuits club with one of the middle school 

science teachers, Ashlee Sherwood, KE8LQS.   

 

 

They offered a free testing session to the students at school in March and Katie got her Technician license then 

along with her teacher.  Katie upgraded to General at Hamvention, and then Extra in June.   

 

Wade, N8YMX organized a foxhunt for the school radio club 

on July 13.  He opened the activities with their principal 

Jason, KE8AFZ addressing the students on the air, then gave 

a brief lesson about body shielding the delta loop antennas he 

built for the event, and tape measure Yagi antennas 

constructed by the students.   

 

The students also elected officers for their club and held their 

first meeting. Students then were split into teams and 

participated in a foxhunt assisted by William, KE8ATZ; , 

Ashlee, KE8LQS and Nathan, K8IQ.  We finished the 

afternoon with a picnic.   

 

Wade, N8YMX is in the process of applying for a club call 

and organizing future testing sessions for students.  

  

 

######### 
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For Immediate Release                                                                                      July 22, 2019 

Stephanie Beougher, Ohio Adjutant General’s Dept. (614-336-7369) 

                                           

Vigilant Guard Exercise – Media Day 

 

Columbus, OH – The Ohio National Guard will host a Media Day that includes a flight aboard a UH-60 Black 

Hawk helicopter to observe select Vigilant Guard exercise sites on Aug. 7, 2019, at Rickenbacker Air National 

Guard Base in Columbus and the Knox County Fairgrounds in Mount Vernon, Ohio.  
 

 

Vigilant Guard is the largest disaster response exercise in the state of Ohio’s history. The exercise is sponsored 

by U.S. Northern Command (NORTHCOM) in conjunction with the National Guard Bureau (NGB) and hosted 

locally by the Ohio National Guard and Ohio Emergency Management Agency.  

 

Vigilant Guard is designed to help local, state, and federal agencies coordinate emergency relief efforts, as well 

as response and recovery management. 

 

Starting on Saturday, Aug. 3 and continuing through Thursday, Aug. 8, the public may notice a heavy presence 

of first responders, military personnel, military aircraft, and emergency vehicles in multiple areas throughout 

Ohio. 

 

Do Not Be Alarmed. It Is Only An Exercise. 

 

WHAT:   Media Day for Vigilant Guard 2019 Training Exercise 

 

WHEN:  Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019 

 

OPTIONS:     

  

1. Full day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with helicopter flight from Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base to 

Knox County Fairgrounds and returning to Rickenbacker. Requires    registration in advance. 
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2. Half day from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base. Requires registration in 

advance. 

 

3. Half day from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Knox County Fairgrounds 

 

WHERE: Rickenbacker Air National Guard Base in Columbus and Knox County Fairgrounds in Mount Vernon 

There are limited seats available for the flight, and reservations are required before 5 p.m. Friday, July 26. 

 

######### 

 

New Raspberry Pi 4 Problem Reported with Certain USB-C Cables 
 

TechRepublic reports that the Raspberry Pi Foundation 

has confirmed that the recently released Raspberry Pi 4 

will not work when powered using certain USB-C cables. 

The economical, single-board computer is the first Pi 

board to use a USB-C power connection. Pi co-creator 

Eben Upton has confirmed that not every USB-C cable 

will work.  

 

“The Pi 4 doesn't receive power when used with 

electronically marked or e-marked USB-C cables — the 

type used by Apple MacBooks and other laptops,” the 

article quotes Upton as saying. “A smart charger with an 

e-marked cable will incorrectly identify the Raspberry Pi 4 as an audio adapter accessory and refuse to provide 

power.” 

 

Upton said he anticipates the issue will be fixed in future board revisions, but until then, Raspberry Pi 4 owners 

will need to use non e-marked USB-C cables — the type many smartphone chargers use — with a power supply 

that can deliver the 5.1 V at 3A the board needs.  

 

Another option is to purchase the official Raspberry Pi 4 power supply, which costs around $8. Older chargers 

with A-C cables or micro B-to-C adaptors will also work if they provide enough power. 

 

“The Raspberry Pi 4 marks a significant upgrade for the Pi, introducing a new CPU and GPU, upping the Pi's 

memory to 4 GB, introducing USB 3.0 for fast storage, and adding support for dual 4K displays,” the 

TechRepublic article noted. 

 

######### 

 

ARRL Code Proficiency Award Updated 
(Norm, W3IZ ARRL Director of Operations & The Radiogram) 

 

I have some exciting news that I want to share with you! The ARRL has reinvigorated 

the W1AW Code Proficiency Certificate program. Several things have changed 

beginning with our new sponsor, Vibroplex, a legend in Morse telegraphy equipment. If 

you see Scott Robbins W4PA and the Vibroplex team at a hamfest or convention, 

please be sure to thank him for his support.  
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The Vibroplex logo will appear on the newly designed certificates (see below) and in the award recipient page 

that will appear every month in QST.  

 

That’s right, each month in QST we will publish the most recent recipients of the W1AW Code Proficiency 

Certificate, beginning with all the 2019 recipients. As a bonus, we are sending all the 2019 CPC holders a new 

certificate at no cost to replace their older style award.  

 

The award is available to anyone who 

copies one solid minute of code during the 

qualifying runs. Complete program details 

can be found on the web at:  

http://www.arrl.org/code-proficiency-

certificate   

 

And to make the award available to more 

people we will double the number of 

opportunities to copy the CW text.  

 

Beginning September 2019, the qualifying 

runs will increase from twice per week to 

four times per week.  

 

I am sharing this advanced notice with the 

Morse code clubs so that you can share it 

with your members. I have attached PDF 

files of the new certificate and the announcement that will appear in August QST, available in digital format 

July 8. I hope you are as excited about this as I am.  

 

In closing, I want personally thank all of you who promote the use and proficiency of Morse code on the air 

waves and ask that you challenge your club members to submit their copy for the W1AW Code Proficiency 

Certificate. 

 

######### 

 

Unusual opening from Europe to Australia on 50 MHz - 24th July 2019 
(submitted by:  Greg, WD9FTZ) 

 

Over the last few weeks, there have been some excellent 

openings from Europe to Japan on 50 MHz with many 

stations being worked by the FT8 digital mode. 

 

During the morning of the July 24, 2019, conditions were 

exceptional as there was a highly unusual opening on 50 

MHz from Europe to Australia. 

 

At least six VK3 stations in New South Wales in Australia 

were heard by or had heard multiple European stations 

with distances in the region of 16,000 to 17,000 kms.  
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This is all the more remarkable if one considers that half the circumference of the Earth is 20,000 kms. 

 

The best confirmed contact on the day seems to have been between EI3KD in Ireland and VK3ZL near 

Melbourne in Australia with a distance of some 17,375 kms. 

 

Contacts of this type on 50 MHz are usually only thought to be possible at the peak of very good sunspot cycles 

like back in 1989. To have it happen at the bottom of the current solar cycle is highly unusual. 

 

The standard explanation for long distance openings like these on 50 MHz during the Summer months is that it 

is because of multi-hop Sporadic-E. However, the requirement for 8 to 9 hops to line up in a row does perhaps 

challenge this assumption.  

 

More info at:  https://ei7gl.blogspot.com/2019/07/unusual-50-mhz-opening-from-australia.html 

 

 
Final..  Final..     

 

Hey Gang...   

 

Wow.. we’ve finally seen some nice weather come through for a 

change!! 

 

This past week has been full of meetings and webinars, but I did 

get to take a break and attend the Portage Hamfair 2019 with 

Dale, WA8EFK our Great Lakes Director on Sunday. It was a 

blast being able to get around and talk with everyone. And, from 

the looks of those attending, it was one where lots of stuff was 

purchased as well!  

 

I’m still working on my next antenna project. I’m pretty sure that 

I’m gonna’ get a Compact Antenna although I’ve have been 

giving some very serious thought to a Hustler 4BTV vertical 

antenna. This would allow me to run my amplifier when I want to.  

 

Yup, I’m looking at all of my options right now, and with the trees newly trimmed, I’ve got more options on 

just where to put this new antenna. I’ll keep you all informed on its performance and “customer satisfaction...!!” 

 

Sliding down the band a bit… Have you taken the time to get signed up in “Connect” yet? I know that this must 

sound like a broken record, but it is important for everyone to not only get signed up but start using as well. 

Please, don’t let the name ARES fool you, this new system is for everyone and not just for ARES. So, if you 

haven’t already signed up, now is the time. I know that this must sound like a broken record to most of you, but 

you won’t believe how many folks I meet every week that still tells me they haven’t heard of it yet. 
 

 

Here in the Ohio Section we only require our Level 2 volunteers to have the 4 basic courses, IS 100, 200, 700 & 

800. For our Level 3 volunteers we do require the additional ICS 300 / 400, or the equivalent professional series 

courses IS 120, 230, 240, 241, 242, 244 & 288.  
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These equivalent courses are all on-line classes just like your basic 4 NIMS courses are and being offered as an 

alternative way for you to get credit for taking the professional series courses in the event you just cannot get 

scheduled into an ICS 300/400 class. By the way, if you decide to take these 7 on-line courses and complete 

them all, you will want to take just one more class IS-235. By completing this additional course, you will get a 

really great looking certificate from FEMA recognizing that you have completed the entire Professional Series 

courses. I do hope that this clears up the confusion that has been going around lately. As we have stated on the 

website and in this newsletter many times “We want no one left behind.”   
 

Yes, the Ohio Section is extremely lucky to have the relationships that we do with Law Enforcement, EMA, fire 

and other government agencies, that’s why we’ve partnered with EMAO, OP3 and Ohio VOAD to show our 

support for them and our Ohio citizens.    

 

Moving up the band a bit…  Newsletter Editors… are you ready for the results of the 2019 ARRL Ohio Section 

Newsletter Contest! I will tease you all just a bit. The certificates are all make out and framed just waiting for 

August 3rd for John, KD8IDJ to make the announcement as to who won!  The winner of the Newsletter Contest 

this year will go on to the Divisional Contest that will be held at the Great Lakes Division Convention in March. 

Which newsletter do you think won? My answer to that is ALL OF THEM!!! If your club has a newsletter, 

everyone wins!  

 

Now, I haven’t really mentioned it yet this year, but I do have another recipient of the Allan Severson, AB8P 

award chosen and that person’s name will be announced on August 3rd at the hamfest as well. Got any ideas as 

to who it will be this year?  

 

Website updates… We’ve had another update this week on the DMR Net Listings that Greg, WD9FTZ 

maintains, so if you haven’t checked it out yet, you might want to. The nets that changed just might be ones that  

you check-in to!  

 

Is your club doing any special activities that you’d like the Section to know about? Do you have a story that 

you’d like to tell about something that you or your club has or is doing? Let me know about it and let’s get it in 

the next edition!  

 

Whelp… That’s going to do it for this time around. Stay safe, enjoy the sunshine while we have it, and most of 

all… have FUN!! 

 

73,  

 

Scott, N8SY 
 

 

 
Welcome New Subscribers 
 

 George, WD8NHI; Bill, WC8I; Nick, KD8EUP; Jeff Corbett; Joe, KD8GND 
 

 

######### 
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Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ)  
 

 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) are archived on the 

website? You can go back and look at any edition simply by clicking:   

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html  

 

 
Chit – Chat, and All That! 
 

Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? Please, forward a 

copy of this Newsletter over to them and have them “Opt-In” to start receiving 

them.  Heck, just have them send me an email   n8sy@n8sy.com  and I’ll get them 

added to the Ohio Section Emailing list.  

 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. 

Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League 

member or not, get signed up to receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 

fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past newsletters are now archived too.  

You can go back at any time and read them. Just go to:  http://arrl-ohio.org/news/  

 

Got questions, concerns or would just like to sit and chat awhile? Heck, I’ll 

even buy the coffee!! Give me a call at (419) 512-4445 or email me at:  

n8sy@n8sy.com  

 

The pictures on the front page are from various newsletters, Facebook posts and/or were sent 

directly to me in recent weeks. Take a good look at them, you just might be in one of the 

pictures!  “SMILE…  you’re on the Ohio Section News!!”  
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PostScript is produced as a weekly newsletter. I want to thank everyone that has contributed articles and ideas 

to make this an even better news source. I sincerely hope that you have enjoyed this edition and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news and information about the Ohio Section, and news and 

events happening around the world!  
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