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CQ CQ CQ de WB8LCD 

 
I’ve just finished one of those “projects” that needs to be done, I’ve had the material for, but just 

never seemed to get around to it!  I built a riser for my operating desk to hold my computer 

screen up above two radios below it.  Not pretty, but it works!  I have a lot more organization to 

finish up before I’ll include a “Shack Shot” – but at least I’m working on it…… 

 

We’ve entered into the final quarter of 2023.  Have you accomplished any of your Amateur 

Radio goals for 2023 yet?  Are you going to get them done in the next 3 months?  I feel pretty 

good about getting that little desktop project done.  Cold, wet, snow, ice – great motivators to 

work on indoor projects! 

 

Once again, I know most clubs are in the thick of electing volunteers for the positions that need 

to be filled.  I hope you will all consider what it is that YOU can do for your club and then step 

up and get it done!  Speaking of club meetings, most are now a combination of “in person” and 

on Zoom.  I can think of a lot of reasons that Zoom participation is attractive, especially as it 

starts getting dark earlier and it’s cold out.  BUT there’s nothing like being there!  Attending in 

person is the best way to “be a part of something” rather than just watching it happen.  Being 

there gives you a much stronger sense of “Belonging” to something.  It’s where friendships can 

be made.  Use the tools we have, but be there when you can. 

 

You all should have received your invitation to vote in the Great Lakes Division Director 

election online, and I have heard of a few that have received their ballot in the mail.  I have yet to 

receive my “hard copy” ballot, but I have voted online.  It was simple and quick.  One way or 

another, please get your vote in.   

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/
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Due to problems with the K8BF Echo-link node, I’ve postponed the October Ohio Section Youth 

Net until Sunday, October 15th.  Please join us then.  I hope to hear you on the air soon! 

 

73, 

 

Tom Sly - WB8LCD 

Ohio Section Manager 

wb8lcd@arrl.org 

330-554-4650 

 

 

 

 
Youth Net  

When: The second Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM EST 
Where: The K8IV repeater located in Kent, Ohio (Echolink node K8BF-L) RF: 146.895 Mhz  

with PL 118.8 
Who: Any licensed amateur radio operator who wishes to participate. Priority will be given to 

youth stations and those located in Ohio.  
The purpose of this net is to encourage youth activity in amateur radio and to help new hams 

get more comfortable on the air.  
 

 
***Next Net is Sunday October 15th *** 

 

If you are a young ham, in the Ohio Section or elsewhere, please check in and say “Hello”!  

Even if you’re far away from OHIO you can check in via Echo-Link.  Echo-Link is a good tool 

to have, and it can be accessed from your laptop, tablet or cellphone.  But there is a process to 

get validated to the Echo-link system.  It’s simple to do, but you need to get it done before the 

day of the net!  Go to Introducing EchoLink for more information on getting started.  If you’re 

an “Old Guy” (a gender neutral term meaning not a youthful operator) and you have some kids, 

grandkids, nieces, nephews or even some neighborhood kids who you would like to give a 

chance to talk to other kids about Ham Radio, this might be an excellent opportunity to give 

them that small nudge that could be the start of something positive they will carry with them 

through life!   

 

mailto:wb8lcd@arrl.org
https://www.echolink.org/
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National News 

(from ARRL and other sources)  
 

 

 

 

 

What's Up for October? 

Your Personal NASA Guide to the Night Sky 
 

What are some skywatching highlights in October 2023? A "ring of fire" solar 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VxhCsebosMNIfrrip_TEogIJUt_7RUbzckfVciwiorSOlPdsBLIEzp2T4pL0w40b5UiJ18uo1O56ZhnDj4Uz4sgnZnQe1jMArAvqqOn06AhcU5NpLxm6p0dK4YgVqSN_gzk1tHXfyepjceI6ApoKkoFmcwgD7Ikay4QvN_S3TKAWI5L2aOkEMQ==&c=RfcNwntJlmsLIrBkjUhNl296JW3_qIrbgQT_mwl3a_mjhKEI5Su91w==&ch=uDF1H1NUZGMOti_J9ihvc3xQ5NwXbS36PvSnhiAJmhVs9aHijrCpDA==
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eclipse across the Americas on Saturday, Oct. 14, is this month's top highlight. Plus 

the Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, and Venus strike some lovely poses for stargazers and 

planet watchers to enjoy. 

 

On Oct. 14, skywatchers in the Americas will have an opportunity to see a special 

type of solar eclipse called an annular eclipse. Along a path about 125 miles wide, 

the Sun will appear as a narrow ring of light – which is often called a "ring of fire” – 

at the eclipse’s peak. This narrow circle shape is also known as an annulus, giving 

this type of eclipse its name. Even outside this path, people throughout the 

contiguous U.S. will have a chance to see a partial solar eclipse. No matter where 

you are, remember to use proper eye protection throughout the entire eclipse! 

 

On Oct. 23, look toward the south an hour or two after sunset to find the Moon, 

about 70% illuminated, hanging just beneath the planet Saturn. Their close 

proximity in the sky will make for some easy telescope viewing of these two 

skywatching favorites. 

 

The full moon on Oct. 28 rises together with planet Jupiter. These are two of the 

brightest objects in the sky, and seeing them so close should make for quite an 

impressive sight. 

Skywatching Tips & Guides  

  

 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

 
ARLX013  
Solar Eclipse QSO Party Seeks Amateurs and Radio Enthusiasts for Global Experiment 

 

ARRL is proud to partner with HamSCI to help promote participation in the Solar Eclipse QSO 

Party (SEQP). SEQPs are a series of global experiments -- and you can be a part of them. Solar 

eclipses will pass across the continental United States on October 14, 2023, and April 8, 2024. 

 

During these celestial events, you can join thousands of fellow amateurs as part of the largest 

crowd-sourced event for ham radio scientific exploration. The SEQP is part of the Festivals of 

Eclipse Ionospheric Science and is for learning more about how the ionosphere works. 

 

All radio amateurs need to do is operate using any mode and any band for all or part of the day, 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VxhCsebosMNIfrrip_TEogIJUt_7RUbzckfVciwiorSOlPdsBLIEzp2T4pL0w40bX_KE9rFpnJj_aEGloIGnxwPLBYGImtLmQUk8HOTtwCZ_2B9-E0fejsJsTJ8Fzb16u_ZW2Ub7dmXKgW8egQwLt1WntrGLHeq5BWy_S5ZKipk=&c=RfcNwntJlmsLIrBkjUhNl296JW3_qIrbgQT_mwl3a_mjhKEI5Su91w==&ch=uDF1H1NUZGMOti_J9ihvc3xQ5NwXbS36PvSnhiAJmhVs9aHijrCpDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VxhCsebosMNIfrrip_TEogIJUt_7RUbzckfVciwiorSOlPdsBLIEzp2T4pL0w40bNuHKw2L79pU6Oo3sLOd2poWxxBR0H1Kjf_qEDeDZ3Y_PsbXi2I1vgRaNyR4PAOiupRFCeGeEIeBIBjR-IUX2LelM3cWT4GQp46u-yLrRpXkdxBs_iXYjKg==&c=RfcNwntJlmsLIrBkjUhNl296JW3_qIrbgQT_mwl3a_mjhKEI5Su91w==&ch=uDF1H1NUZGMOti_J9ihvc3xQ5NwXbS36PvSnhiAJmhVs9aHijrCpDA==
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then upload their logs. Participation can be from anywhere; you don't need to be near the path of 

the eclipse to contribute valuable data. You don't even have to be a licensed ham to participate in 

the experiment (only to transmit). 

 

For SEQP contest and rules, visit https://www.hamsci.org/contest-info . 

 

For information on the Gladstone Signal Spotting Challenge using CW, WSPR, and FST4W, go 

to https://www.hamsci.org/contest-info . 

 

If you're an SWL or AM DXer, you might be interested in the Medium Wave Recording Event. 

Go to https://www.hamsci.org/mw-recordings/ for more information .  Or just get on the air and 

help provide data to better understand the ionosphere. 

  

The first SEQP is on Saturday, October 14, 2023, from 1200 – 2200 UTC, and participants may 

use any band or mode (except WARC bands). Researchers will take the submitted logs and work 

to derive meaningful observations from the data. 

 

ARRL members can find out more about the SEQP by reading "The Solar Eclipse QSO Party: A 

Fun Way to Support Radio Science" in the September/October 2023 issue of On the Air 

magazine. The On the Air podcast will feature the article's author, Gary Mikitin, AF8A, talking 

about the event. The episode will go live on October 12. 

______________________________________________ 
 

Winlink ShakeOut Exercise Next Month 

The Winlink Development Team (WDT) continues its successful collaboration with the US 

Geological Survey to provide real event and exercise "Did You Feel It?" (DYFI) earthquake 

intensity reports via Winlink. All Winlink users are invited to send Exercise Winlink DYFI 

reports on October 19, 2023, at or after 10:19 local time with Exercise ID: 

2023SHAKEOUT. For step-by-step Winlink DYFI Exercise instructions and additional 

information see the Winlink ShakeOut Website and the details below. 

What is ShakeOut? 

The Great ShakeOut is the world's largest earthquake drill. It is held annually on the third 

Thursday of October, and millions of people participate all over the world. In 2022 over 45.6 

million people registered their participation. The goal of the ShakeOut is to teach people how to 

protect themselves during an earthquake. 

Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills across the U.S. are coordinated by the Southern California 

Earthquake Center in partnership with ECA, CUSEC, state and national emergency management 

partners, with support from FEMA, NEHRP, NSF, and USGS. 

https://www.hamsci.org/contest-info
https://www.hamsci.org/contest-info
https://www.hamsci.org/mw-recordings/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Co_9Zs1c4hPJkMGvJ0mjz2WmBeQP45uSfHmegCAUrk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://winlink.org/content/shakeout


 

 

 

 

6 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ShakeOut drill is simple. At the designated time (or whenever works for you or your 

organization), participants practice self-protective actions such as "Drop, Cover, and Hold On" or 

"Lock, Cover, and Hold On" if they use a wheelchair. 

How to Participate 

1. Register your volunteer radio group for the Great ShakeOut. 

2. Send Winlink DYFI ("Did You Feel It?") exercise reports on October 19, 2023,after 

10:19 (local time) to the United States Geological Survey (USGS). Exercise ID: 

2023SHAKEOUT 

3. Conduct local radio nets or functional radio exercises to test your group's preparedness. 

The Great ShakeOut is also an opportunity to learn more about earthquake preparedness. 

Participants can learn about the different types of earthquakes, how to create an earthquake 

safety plan, and how to make their homes and businesses more earthquake-resistant. 

The Great ShakeOut is a great way to get ready for an earthquake. Many preparedness lessons 

from the Great ShakeOut also apply to floods, fires, landslides, and other disasters. It is also a 

chance to connect with your community and learn how to help others in the event of an 

earthquake or other disaster. Look for more details on the Winlink ShakeOut Website in the 

coming weeks. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Comment Deadlines Set on Proposed 60 - Meter Band Changes 

A public period is open until October 30, 2023 for radio amateurs to comment on proposed 

changes to the 60 Meter band. ARRL is asking all radio 

amateurs to join it in urging the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) to continue the existing use of the 

band. ARRL is encouraging expressions of support to the 

FCC for the current 100 watt ERP power limit (instead of 

reducing the power limit to 15 watts EIRP) and 

continuing secondary access to the current channels. An 

opportunity to reply to comments ends on November 28, 

2023. Comments should be submitted in FCC Docket 

No. WT 23-120. 

 

Currently, radio amateurs in the US have use of five 

discrete channels on a secondary basis on which they are 

permitted an effective radiated power (ERP) of 100 watts 

ERP. In the Notice of Proposed Rule Making the FCC solicits comment on reducing the 

secondary allocation to 15 kHz of contiguous spectrum between 5351.5 - 5366.5 kHz with a 

https://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon
https://www.shakeout.org/register/index.php?start=global
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Co_9Zs1c4hPJkMGvJ0mjz2WmBeQP45uSfHmegCAUrk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.shakeout.org/howtoparticipate
https://winlink.org/content/shakeout
http://www.arrl.org/
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/search/docket-detail/23-120
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-23-26A1.pdf
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power limit of 15 watts EIRP (equivalent to 9.1 watts ERP). The lesser spectrum and reduced 

power limit was adopted by the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15). 

 

The federal government is the primary user of the 5 MHz spectrum. The National 

Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), the federal government's spectrum 

regulator, has argued that the WRC-15 proposals should be implemented as written. Doing so 

would result in amateurs losing four of the discrete channels they have been using on a 

secondary basis and having the maximum permissible power reduced by more than 10 dB, from 

100 watts ERP to 9.1 watts ERP. 

 

In 2017, ARRL petitioned the FCC to keep four of the current five 60-meter channels -- one 

would be within the new band -- as well as the current limit of 100 watts ERP. "Such 

implementation will allow radio amateurs engaged in emergency and disaster relief 

communications, and especially those between the United States and the Caribbean basin, to 

more reliably, more flexibly and more capably conduct those communications [and preparedness 

exercises], before the next hurricane season ... ," ARRL said in its petition. 

 

ARRL said that years of amateur radio experience using the five discrete 5-MHz channels 

demonstrated that amateurs coexist well with the primary users at 5 MHz. "Neither ARRL, nor, 

apparently, NTIA is aware of a single reported instance of interference to a federal user by a 

radio amateur operating at 5 MHz to date," ARRL said in its 2017 petition. 

 

ARRL will continue to advocate to maintain the 100-watt limit for 60 meters, continued 

authorization for the four channels outside the WRC allocation that are being used today, and 

adoption of the new 15 kHz allocation with the same 100-watt power limit. 

 

In the NPRM, the FCC recognizes that Canada adopted rules equivalent to those proposed by the 

ARRL. "Finally, we note that Canada has essentially implemented the same rules as ARRL has 

requested," the Commission wrote. 

 

The FCC seeks comment on the proposed 15 kHz of contiguous spectrum, but also on whether 

the existing channels should remain allocated to amateur radio on a secondary basis, and whether 

the maximum power limitations should be reduced from 100 to 9.1 watts ERP. The FCC also 

requested comments on whether the power limitation should be expressed as EIRP as the WRC-

15 recommends or as ERP as in the current rules. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Regulatory/Petition%20for%20Rule%20Making%205%20MHz%20FINAL%20January%2012,%202017.pdf
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Club Corner 
 

This is YOUR cornner of the newsletter. Send me what your club is doing and 

I’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or club project that you want 

everyone to know about? Send it to me! Need help with a project? Send it to 

me.  

 

Let me know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a special guest at 

your meeting or are you having a special anniversary?  

Just send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   

 

 Please!  Format as below: 

If you want me to publish your club information, or even an article you have written, please send 

it in WORD format (.docx).  Please use Times New Roman font size 12 for the body of the 

aritcle.  Any photos please include as a .jpg or .bmp – the time you save me in doing all the 

conversions will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

WestFest STEM Event Offers Hands-On Experience 

 
Amateur radio was represented at the seventh annual WestFest event at The Ohio State 

University in Columbus, Ohio, on Saturday, September 30, 2023. WestFest is a public 

engagement event that highlights science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 

research, sustainability initiatives, and outreach programs at The Ohio State University. The 

event featured three behind-the-scenes tours and 39 activity booths. 

The Amateur Radio and RF Club at The Ohio State University, W8LT, 

 

and the All Things Amateur Radio Association, 

W8ATR, provided information and hands-on STEM 

experiences for nearly 400 attendees. The W8ATR 

Mobile STEM Trailer, funded by a grant from the 

ARRL Foundation, included a CW oscillator, a display 

about the history of Morse code, and signage explaining 

the history of wireless technology and radios. Three 

Snap Circuits® stations were set up for visitors to build 

an FM radio, and there was a working replica of a 

spark-gap transmitter. The trailer also featured a 

complete amateur 
 

Members from W8LT and W8ATR 

outside the ATARA STEM trailer. 

[John Ross, KD8IDJ, photo.] 

mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
https://u.osu.edu/w8lt/
https://atara-w8atr.fun/
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station with a telescoping mast and a quarter-wave 

vertical ground-plane antenna. 

"It's important to have amateur radio [be] a part of the 

STEM experience," said Lawrence L. Feth, PhD, 

Professor Emeritus and Faculty Advisor to W8LT. 

ATARA Activities Director Diane Warner, KE8HLD, 

said throughout the day the STEM trailer hosted 52 

adults and 80 children. "Watching the children's faces 

as they experience the sounds and sights of amateur 

radio technology is aways rewarding," she said. 

Additional information about WestFest is available 

at The Ohio State University website. 

 

 

______________________________________________ 
 

How to Plan and Apply for an ARRL Hamfest or Convention 

If your amateur radio club is planning to host a convention, hamfest, tailgate, or swapfest, please 

consider applying for ARRL sanctioned status for your event. To learn what it means to be an 

ARRL sanctioned event, and to get some ideas on how to prepare for and conduct a hamfest or 

convention, visit www.arrl.org/arrl-sanctioned-events. 

To apply for ARRL sanctioned status for your event, go to www.arrl.org/hamfest-convention-

application. 

The ARRL Hamfests and Conventions Calendar can be found online at www.arrl.org/hamfests. 

In addition, the Convention and Hamfest Calendar that runs in QST each month also presents 

information about upcoming events. 

 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 

VE Sessions: 
 

The following information is for ALL exam sessions: 

 
Griffin, Eve, and Celeste try out some 

hands-on STEM activities at the 

ATARA trailer. [ATARA photo.] 

https://u.osu.edu/stemimpact/westfest/
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-sanctioned-events
http://www.arrl.org/hamfest-convention-application
http://www.arrl.org/hamfest-convention-application
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
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It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone 

number before taking any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your 

license (if a licensed ham), a valid photo ID and $15.00 - Cash preferred.  

Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio 

licenses. The fee will apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that 

request a new vanity call sign. License upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per 

application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam sessions. 

All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA)  

We host testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month in Lancaster. To sign up please visit 

our website https://atara-w8atr.fun and contact us at hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun.  

 

Butler County Amateur Radio Association W8WRK 

Laurel VE Testing Session - hosted by DIAL amateur radio club 

Amateur Radio License Examinations at 9:00AM on Sunday April 29th at Fairfield Township 

Administration Building   6032 Morris Rd.  Hamilton, OH  45011.  Pre-Registration is required, 

go to:  www.qsl.net/w8blv  click on Exams and follow the instructions.  Additional info may be 

obtained from Thurl Golden, KD8VLU (513) 939-4891  tgolden@fuse.net  or Ron Spaulding, 

N8QF, (513) 617-6181 or n8qf@roadrunner.com .  There are no Exam Fees! 

 

CARS 

VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 

6200 Wisnieski Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of 

location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for details  

 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                         

What: CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email 

preferred.                                                                                                                                  

When:  On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM    

              Feb 11th;   Apr 8th;   Jun 10th;   Aug 12th;   Oct 14th; and Dec 9th, 2023.               

Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; 

Springfield OH  45503   This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old 

Columbus Road, at the fork stay left driving straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left 

into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the door with the "Employees Only" sign.   

For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: 

buzz@baylorhill.com 

 

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 

 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA 

Clubhouse.  If you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 

https://atara-w8atr.fun/
mailto:hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun
mailto:tgolden@fuse.net
mailto:n8qf@roadrunner.com
http://www.2cars.org/
mailto:buzz@baylorhill.com
mailto:exams.w8bi@gmail.com
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Dial Radio Club, Middleton, OH 

Will offer Amateur Radio License Examinations at 6:00PM on Wednesday March 1st at St. John 

XXIII Elementary School, 3806 Manchester Rd., Middletown, OH  45042.  Pre-Registration is 

required, go to:  www.qsl.net/w8blv  click on Exams and follow the instructions.  Additional info 

may be obtained from Dave Williamson, KD8W, (513) 424-5819 or kd8w@ARRL.net or Ron 

Spaulding, N8QF, (513) 617-6181 or n8qf@roadrunner.com .  There are no Exam Fees! 

 

Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)   

Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). 

Walk-ins are always welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam. 

 

The GARA schedule of exams are these Sundays at 2pm. Dates for 

2023 are January 15th, March 19th, May 21st, July 9th, September 10th, 

and November 12th. 

 

Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency 

Services and Emergency Operations Center, 12518 Merritt Road, 

Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the 

University Geauga Hospital and just east of the Geauga County 

Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 322 and State Route 

87 on Merritt Road.   

 

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper 

work and take your test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of 

your current license if taking the General or Extra exam. 

 

Additional info may be obtained from Jim Mekeel, KE8EMP, email KE8EMP@gmail.com or 

the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  https://geaugaara.org  

 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club 

Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even 

numbered month. Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim 

Storms – AB8YK at  ab8yk@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association 

The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding its 2023 Amateur Radio license exams 

at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road, on the following dates:  

 

mailto:kd8w@ARRL.net
mailto:n8qf@roadrunner.com
mailto:KE8EMP@gmail.com
https://geaugaara.org/
mailto:ab8yk@hotmail.com
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  Saturday, February 4   Saturday, August 5  

  Saturday, April 1    Saturday, October 7 

  Saturday, June 3    Saturday, December 2 

 

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February 

being the second month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 

1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the 

Marathon gas station.  

 

The tests will start at 12 noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier. 

 

To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would 

like to complete one ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by 

Googling “NCVEC quick-form 605” and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note 

the FCC requires you to provide a FRN (FCC Registration Number). Social Security 

Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and don’t have a FRN, Google 

“New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link. 

 

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The 

cost of the exam itself is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the 

ARRL/VEC. Identification with your picture is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you 

have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or 
scottfarnham@roadrunner.com 
 

 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio 

database. The FCC will e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. 

Payment must be made within 10 days of the e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades. 

 

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                              

hosts exam sessions at the FAIRFIELD County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster Ohio, 

43130, on the first Saturday each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at 

http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning 

Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our experienced VE team looks 

forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio. Contact me at 

ve_testing@k8qik.org to register. 

 

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association                                                                         

Beginning Feb 11, 2023 Testing on the 2nd Saturday of each month at the Columbiana County 

EMA located at 215 S Market St.  Lisbon, OH  44432.  Walk-ins OK.  Check in at 1:00PM.  For 

more information go to www.K8GQB.com or contact NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com                

mailto:scottfarnham@roadrunner.com
http://www.k8qik.org/
mailto:ve_testing@k8qik.org
http://www.k8gqb.com/
mailto:nn8b.oh@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

13 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madison County                                                                                                                          

The Laurel testing group will offer testing on the first Thursday of January, March, May, July, 

September and November.  Tests are held at 7:00PM at the Madison County EMA located at 271 

Elm St.  London, OH.   No fee. 

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC)  

VE testing is held the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.  Location;  Miami Township 

Civic Center located at 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH  45150.  
 Please pre-register at www.milfordhamradio.org 

 

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                    

 Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS) VE sessions are held the first Saturday of odd-

numbered months (EXCEPT FOR March and July) at 10 AM in the Fairview Park Library, 

21255  Lorain Rd., Fairview Park. Registration is preferred, but walk-ins are welcome. For 

more information or to register, contact Elaine, KC8FOS at ewilkinson1951@gmail.com. There 

will be a VE session held Sunday, March 10 at the NOARS Winterfest held at Lorain County 

Community College in the College Center, 1005 Abbe Rd N, Elyria, OH 44035. Please email 

Elaine, KC8FOS at ewilkinson1951@gmail.com for more information or to register.  

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  

Please visit the PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest 

newsletter at www.portcars.org . 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at KB8UUZ@gmail,com 

Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX  

 

VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the 

Dover Faith Church, 420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. 

Doors open at 0830 for registration, exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have 

an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more information 

please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET. 

 

 

West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday 

each month at 10:00 AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville 

Rd, West Chester, Ohio 45069. For more information and links to register, please see our 

website: https://wc8voa.org/licensing/ 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.milfordhamradio.org/
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
mailto:ewilkinson1951@gmail.com
http://www.portcars.org/
http://www.w8zx.net/exam
mailto:VETEAM@N8BAG.NET
https://wc8voa.org/licensing/
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 DARA University 

 
The fall season at DARA University is nearly upon us. Here are the classes for the Fall 2023 

learning season: 

·      Technician – 23 Sep, 30 Sep, 7 Oct, and 14 Oct 

·      General – 21 Oct, 28 Oct, 4 Nov, and 11 Nov 

·      Extra – 18 Nov, 25 Nov, 2 Dec, and 9 Dec 

·      Tech and General Test session 15 Nov 1900 local at the DARA Clubhouse 

·      Extra Test session TBA 

All classes are from 0900 to 1300 local and are conducted at the DARA Clubhouse. 

For more information see https://w8bi.org/education/classes/ 

For the full content of the Technician learning materials (not including the manual) 

see https://w8bi.org/education/classes/tech-class-details/ 

Limited quantities of license manuals are available from your instructor for $30.00. 

Please feel free to share and repost this information on social media and pass it along to 

prospective Technician candidates! 
73 and see you in class. 

de N8NMG – John – Dayton, Ohio 

 
 

 
 

Your Club news should be listed here! 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s 

(.jpg please) and we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to 

WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG 

 

 

 

https://w8bi.org/education/classes/
https://w8bi.org/education/classes/tech-class-details/
mailto:WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG
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ARLD040 DX news 

 
This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by IK1TTD, The Daily DX, 

425 DX News, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and 

WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all. 

 

TIMOR-LESTE, 4W.  Satoshi, JH2EUV is QRV as 4W/JH2EUV from Dili until October 13.  

Activity is in his spare time on 80 to 6 meters. QSL to home call. 

 

NIUE, E6.  Stan, LZ1GC and Dimo, LZ1ON will be QRV as E6AM from October 10 to 23.  

Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, and FT8.  QSL via LZ1GC. 

 

MAYOTTE, FH.  A large group of operators will be QRV as TO8FH from October 10 to 22.  

Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and FT8.   QSL via F5GSJ. 

 

JAPAN, JA.  Mitsuru, JE1HXZ is QRV as JE1HXZ/6 from Kohama Island, IOTA AS-024, until 

October 13.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and FT8.  QSL via bureau. 

 

SVALBARD, JW.  Look for operators JW7XK, JW9DL and JW6VM to be QRV from 

Longyearbyen, IOTA EU-026, from October 11 to 16.  Activity will be on the HF bands and 

various Satellites using CW, SSB, and FT8.  This includes being an entry as JW5X in the 

upcoming Scandinavian Activity Contest.  QSL JW7XK via LA7XK, JW9DL via LA9DL, 

JW6VM via LA6VM, and JW5X via LoTW. 

 

SWAINS ISLAND, KH8.  A group of operators are QRV as W8S until October 17.  Activity is 

on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and FT8 with 6 stations.  QSL via M0OXO. 

 

FAROE ISLANDS, OY.  Bodo, DF8DX plans to be QRV as OY/DF8DX from October 9 to 12.  

Activity will be on the HF bands.  QSL to home call. 

 

BANGLADESH, S2.  Sajid, S21VZ is QRV from Dhaka and has been active on 12 meters using 

FT8 around 1600z.  QSL via EA5GL. 

 

TUVALU, T2.  A large group of operators will be QRV as T2C from Funafuti Island, IOTA OC-

015, from October 10 to 30.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and 

FT8 with four stations.  QSL via DL4SVA. 

 

EAST KIRIBATI, T32.  Bert, CX3AN is QRV as T32AN from Christmas Island until October 

11.  Activity is holiday style on 40 to 6 meters using mostly SSB with some CW.  QSL via 

EB7DX. 

 

MARSHALL ISLANDS, V7.  Lisa, KJ6GHN is QRV as V73ML from Kwajalein Island, IOTA 
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OC-028.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using mostly SSB.  She hopes to include various digital 

modes later.  She is here for the next 3 to 4 years.  QSL direct to home call. 

 

INDIA, VU.  Special event station AT30IIH is QRV from Vasanthapura to celebrate 30 years of 

the non-stop ham radio movement in India. QSL via bureau. 

 

VIET NAM, XV.  Emmanuel, F4WBL is QRV as XV9R from Ho Chi Minh City. Activity is on 

20, 15, and 10 meters using SSB and FT8.  His length of stay is unknown.  QSL via LoTW. 

 

LAOS, XW.  Simon, XW0LP is QRV from Luang Prabang while working as a school teacher.  

Activity is in his spare time on 160 to 6 meters using FT8.  QSL via M0OXO. 

 

INDONESIA, YB.  Gianpi, IK1TTD will be QRV as YB2/IK1TTD from Menyawakan Island, 

IOTA OC-186, from October 8 to 22.  Activity will be holiday style mostly on 20 meters using 

SSB and FT8.  QSL to home call. 

 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA AND GOUGH ISLANDS, ZD9.  Yuris, YL2GM is QRV as ZD9W 

from Tristan da Cunha, IOTA AF-029, until October 22.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using 

CW, SSB, and FT8.  QSL via LoTW. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Hamfests 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests.html
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Ohio Hamfests 

  

2023 

 10/29/2023 - Massillon (OH) Hamfest (& 

auction) 

Location: North Canton, , OH 

Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club 

Website: http://www.w8np.net 

Learn More  

 12/03/2023 - FCARC WinterFest 

Location: Archbold, OH 

Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club 

Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest 

Learn More  

  

 

 

From the Ohio Section Youth Coordinator  

Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC k8zt@arrl.net  
  

Free, Live, Online Technician Class 

Pass this on to your non-ham friends & family. 

The Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club (CFARC( will 

once again hold its free, online, live Zoom Technician 

Licensing Class, and I will be one of three instructors. It will begin on October 8th and 

continue for six weeks. Time is 1:30 to 4 PM (Eastern) on Sundays. It is open to anyone, 

anywhere, and there are no age restrictions. We will utilize Zoom for the live lessons and 

Google Classroom to disturb class participants' schedules, links and other resources. For 

more information, visit tiny.cc/beaham. Pre-registration is required. 

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/massillon-oh-hamfest-auction
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/massillon-oh-hamfest-auction
http://www.w8np.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/massillon-oh-hamfest-auction
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winterfest-4
https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/fcarc-winterfest-4
mailto:k8zt@arrl.net
http://tiny.cc/beaham
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http://tiny.cc/beaham
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Once again this year the Massillon ARC is having their annual Hamfest at MAPS in N, Canton, 

Ohio. This year’s event takes place October 29th and begins at 8:00am.  

 

Tables (available online at  

https://www.w8np.net/index.php?view=article&id=76:2023-hamfest-vendor-portal-

instructions&catid=10) are selling fast. Prices remain the same as last year- $15 table/ $5 ticket. 

Tables are sold first come/first served and are expected to again sell out.  

 

We have over $5,000 of door prizes this year. First prize is a Yaesu FT-891, and the second price 

is a complete POTA package including a Xeigu G90, antenna, and a Power Station with solar 

panels from Dakota Lithium!  

 

Sponsors include ICOM, Yaesu, Radioddity, Precision RF, Be Loud, R & L Electronics, 

Hammond Engineering, DX Engineering, Arrow Antennas, Hamvention 2024, Contest 

University, Ham Radio Solutions, Ham Radio Outlet, Heil Audio, Flex Radio, B & F Firearms, 

Ham Radio Deluxe, Dakota Lithium and more.  

 

There will be a VE Testing Session for those looking to become a ham operator or upgrade their 

license, and coffee/food are available.  

 

Your ticket price includes access to one of the truly unique museums in Ohio- the Military 

Aviation Preservation Society Museum. Come tour the museum and enjoy the vintage planes and 

exhibits. This years addition is a C-130 transport plane.  

 

Details may be found at: W8NP.net, or by emailing Club@W8NP.net. This event is sponsored 

by the Massillon Amateur Radio Club, an ARRL Special Services club. 

 

https://www.w8np.net/index.php?view=article&id=76:2023-hamfest-vendor-portal-instructions&catid=10
https://www.w8np.net/index.php?view=article&id=76:2023-hamfest-vendor-portal-instructions&catid=10
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

DX This Week – DX Mentor Award Announcement 

Bill - AJ8B (thedxmentor@gmail.com or www.aj8b.com )   

 

This week is just a glimpse of what is coming over the next year or so. 

The bands have been open later, 80 meters has been more active, and I 

even heard Alaska on 160 Meters! All good signs. I hope you are ready.  

Below are some of the QSL cards I received this past week. The first is 

A44A from the Omani Contest Station in Muscat, Oman. The second is 

ET3AA. This is the Ethiopian Amateur Radio Society. The next is C5C 

from Kololi, The Gambia. The final card is from 9K2OF, Abdullah, 

Alzahra, Kuwait. What have you received lately? 

 

 

mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
http://www.aj8b.com/


 

 

 

 

21 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Below is an announcement from the Southwest Ohio DX Association and Icom. 

 

SWODXA Announces the DX Mentor Recognition Program  
  

The Southwest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA) in conjunction with ICOM® 

America, Inc. is announcing a program to recognize and reward amateur radio operators who 

have played a key role in helping other amateur radio operators achieve DXCC.  The purpose of 

this program is not to bring recognition to those that achieve DXCC but rather to recognize 

those amateurs that assist others in achieving their first 100 confirmed entities.  

There is an application form and a judging committee staffed by SWODXA 

representatives and a representative from both the NCDXF and INDEXA.  Those amateurs 

receiving the mentoring must be under 30 years of age during the calendar year for the award.  

The intent of targeting this audience is to attract and retain those amateurs that are most likely 

to remain engaged in the hobby after achieving DXCC.  

SWODXA is uniquely positioned to bestow this award at the annual SWODXA DX 

Dinner®.  The DX Dinner, held annually in conjunction with the Dayton Hamvention®, is 

arguably the largest gathering of active DXers in the world.  We present the DXpedition of the 

Year Award®, the DXpeditioner of the Year Award, when applicable, and host the DX Forum 

there.  CQ Magazine announces their CQ DX Hall of Fame inductees at the DX dinner as well.  
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As a technology leader in our hobby, there is no better partner to promote and celebrate 

this award than ICOM.  Ray, N9JA, has been a constant promoter of ham radio, even coining 

the phrase “For the Love of Ham Radio”.  ICOM has selflessly supported amateur radio over 

the years and is taking this opportunity to promote the mentors of DX.  Thanks to ICOM for 

their support!  

More information and the entry form can be found at www.swodxa.org/DX-Mentor-

Program  or by emailing thedxmentor@gmail.com.  

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

 

Here is an update from Bernie, W3UR, of the DailyDX and the WeeklyDX, the best source for 

DX information. http://www.dailydx.com/ . Bernie has this to report: 

 

We can start off with a Press Release from the Northern California DX Foundation, or the 

NCDXF.  

The NCDXF is pleased to announce their financial support for the Cameroon 

DXpedition in early November. The Mediterraneo DX Club is a solid group which recently had 

success in Djibouti. We decided to match the operator contribution of $2000 as we feel we want 

to be a partner in their DXpedition team.  

They have a website at https://www.mdxc.support/tj9md/ and share valuable 

information that will help DXers work them. The Highlight will be the addition of 2m EME 

from Cameroon. They will be on all bands from 160 to 2 meters.  

The mission of NCDXF is to provide necessary financial support for well-organized 

Dxpeditions to desirable DXCC entities and to support advances in DXpeditioning skills, 

technology, and infrastructure. Those funds come from the contributions of our supporters in 

the DX community. Your contribution will help make DX happen. Visit our website: 

www.ncdxf.org.  

This was submitted by Craig Thompson, K9CT, NCDXF Vice President  

  

  

Maurizio, 5H3MB, is not a Dxpedition to Tanzania.  He will be at the Ikelu Hospital 

and orphanage working on the electrical systems, November 8 to December 8.   

He will be using his FT-891 and dipoles for 80-10.  Solar panels and LED lights cause a 

lot of noise on the lower bands, so he concentrates on 20-10 with "some" 30 and 40.  And it's 

CW, SSB and RTTY, "some" FT8.  

  

  

VJ0CA, Chris (aka VK2YUS) will be from Port Vila, Vanuatu, October 22 to 

November 5 including a single op entry in the CQ WW DX Phone.  It will be SSB only, with 

"simple wire antennas," for 10 through 40 meters with an IC-7300 and "a small amplifier."  

http://www.swodxa.org/DX-Mentor-Program
http://www.swodxa.org/DX-Mentor-Program
mailto:thedxmentor@gmail.com
http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.ncdxf.org/
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Operating hours will typically be daily 2100Z to 1000Z.  Paper QSLs will be available in 

November.  

  

  

Here some more details on the trip to Easter Island, CE0Y, by Luis, CE2ML.  He 

arrives at Rapa Nui on Monday, October 22nd and Mathias, CE2LR, arrives on Thursday, 

October 26th.  They return to the mainland on Monday, October 30th.  They will be using the 

callsign 3G0Y, using 10 through 40 meters and CW, SSB, and "maybe some FT8".  They will 

be in the CQ WW DX Contest SSB on all bands.  Luis notes that Mathias, CE2ML, is a young 

op who has already been in the last two WRTCs.  

  

XV9Q is the new callsign for XV9BPO, Greg, apparently authorized for three different 

locations in Vietnam, one 70 kilometers from Ho Chi Minh City, the second 150 kilometers 

from the city, at the beach, and third and last, at his home QTH in Vietnam.  

  
 

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

 

Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think 

this is important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC 

ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in 

contests. Some of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday 

afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. 

Of course, the gamble is that if you wait until Sunday, conditions 

may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a 
bad gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some 

fun! 

 

Check out the WA7BNM Contest Calendar page https://www.contestcalendar.com/) and CQ 

Magazine for more contests or more details. I also have a comprehensive list that can be 

imported to your calendar at www.aj8b.com/files . 

 

The OK1WC memorial contest will be held on October 9th. The exchange is RST and 

Serial Number. I am always intrigued by the person for whom a context is named. This is no 

exception.  

  

Who was František "Franta" Dušek, OK1WC?  

Those who knew him know this well. For the others: He was Mr. radio amateur, an 

excellent friend and a good and modest person.  

https://www.contestcalendar.com/
http://www.aj8b.com/files
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He was born on April 3, 1941. On February 3, 2008, he lost an almost year-long battle 

with a malignant disease.   

More than 100 Czech and Slovak radio amateurs owe him their first amateur radio 

knowledge. He organized and led several amateur radio children's camps and acted as the chief 

operator of the youth collective OK1KBN. He was an excellent operator, an excellent 

telegraphist, always guided by the ham spirit. He liked to organize speed telegraph races as well 

as RTO races.  

He helped many of us build transmitters, receivers, antennas and other equipment for 

amateur stations in those days when we could only dream of buying factory-made equipment.   

OK1WC was probably the second recipient of the Worked All California Counties 

diploma in the former Czechoslovakia. Due to the low level of awareness at the time, he even 

fulfilled its conditions twice.    
 

 

 

The contests in red are those that I plan to spend some significant participation time on. PLEASE 

let me know if you are working contests and how you fared. 

 

 

 

Below is a list of upcoming contests: 

 

 

Date(s) Event Info 

All Year CQ DX Marathon http://bit.ly/3FyPiui  

Oct. 10 10-10 Intl. 10-10 Day Sprint http://bit.ly/1FrFeBc 

Oct. 11 RSGB Autumn Series Data bit.ly/3TxCrxl 

Oct. 11 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity http://www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en/ 

Oct. 14 Solar Eclipse QSO Party https://hamsci.org/seqp-rules 

Oct. 14 QRP ARCI Fall QSO Party http://www.qrparci.org/contests 

Oct. 14-15 Arizona QSO Party https://www.azqp.org/ 

Oct. 14-15 Makrothen RTTY Contest http://bit.ly/2uZd6oF 

Oct. 14-15 Nevada QSO Party http://nvqso.com/contest-rules/ 

Oct. 14-15 Oceania CW DX Contest http://www.oceaniadxcontest.com/ 

Oct. 14-15 Pennsylvania QSO Party http://paqso.org/ 

Oct. 14-15 

PODSX 070 Club 160M Great Pumpkin 

Sprint http://bit.ly/2RUkcE6 

Oct. 14-15 Scandinavian SSB Activity Contest https://www.sactest.net/blog/rules/ 

Oct. 14-15 Veron SLP Contest http://bit.ly/2L9eT1L 

Oct. 15 Asia-Pacific CW Sprint http://jsfc.org/apsprint/ 

Oct. 15 UBA ON 2M Phone/CW Contest https://www.uba.be/en/hf/contest-rules/contest 

http://bit.ly/3FyPiui
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Oct. 16 RSGB FT4 Contest Series bit.ly/3TxCrxl 

Oct. 16-20 ARRL School Club Roundup http://bit.ly/MaLmBs 

Oct. 18 AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening https://www.agcw.de/contest/sta/ 

Oct. 18 VHF-UHF FT8 Activity http://www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en/ 

Oct. 20-21 Telephone Pioneers QSO Party http://tpqso.tparca.org/ 

Oct.21 Argentina National 7 MHz Contest https://www.lu4aa.org/wp/concurso-nacional-40m/ 

Oct. 21 Feld Hell Spooky Sprint https://bit.ly/3g8gpxD 

Oct. 21-22 10-10 Intl. Fall CW Contest http://bit.ly/1FrFeBc 

Oct.21-22 JARTS WW RTTY Contest http://jarts.jp/rules2022.html 

Oct. 21-22 New York QSO Party http://www.nyqp.org 

Oct. 21-22 Stew Perry Topband Distance Challenge https://www.kkn.net/stew/stew_rules.html 

Oct. 21-22 Worked All Germany Contest http://bit.ly/2uDQRSV 

Oct. 21-22 YBDXPI FT8 Contest https://contest.ybdxpi.net/rules/ 

Oct. 21-23 YLRL DX/NA YL Anniversary Contest https://ylrl.net/contests/ 

Oct. 22-23 Illinois QSO Party https://w9awe.org/ilqp/ 

Oct. 22-25 Fall Classic Exchange Phone https://www.classicexchange.org/ 

Oct. 25 UKEICC 80m Contest CW https://ukeicc.com/80m-rules.php 

Oct. 26 RSGB Autumn Series SSB bit.ly/3TxCrxl 

Oct. 27 Zombie Shuffle http://www.zianet.com/qrp/ZOMBIE/pg.htm 

Oct. 28-29 ARRL EME Contest http://www.arrl.org/eme-contest 

Oct. 28-29 Veron SLP Contest http://bit.ly/2L9eT1L 

Oct. 28-29 CQ WW DX SSB Contest http://www.cqww.com/index.htm 

Oct. 29-Nov. 

1 Fall Classic Exchange CW https://www.classicexchange.org/Nov. 25-26 

Nov. 25-26 CQ WW DX CW Contest http://www.cqww.com/index.htm 

 

 

OHIO’S                        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It’s always good to start the column with good news.  If you recall, in last week’s column we 

tried to prepare all for what would happen to the license issuance and renewal processes should 

the Federal Comunications Commission have to shut down due to Congress not taking the 

appropriate action to keep government functioning.  Thankfully, that did not happen as the can 

was kicked down the road and the government’s doors will be kept open for several more weeks.  
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So those of you who are facing upcoming license renewals, license upgrades or some other 

matter with the Commission should not face any delays.  And another happy note is the 

television writers strike was settled and our favorite late night television shows are now back 

with us with non-stale news and entertainment.   

 

With October there usually is a transition between Summer and Fall as people prepare for the 

uncoming change of seasons and the weather.  And one can’t help but notice this transition 

within the amateur radio community as individuals and clubs move away from outdoor activities 

to those on the inside.  Thus in our region expect to see a decrease in things like POTA 

activations, tailgates and hamfests plus picnics.  Although we are seeing a decrease in the 

number of happenings, there are still some things on the agenda for the coming weeks.  And here 

are the ones that I have been made aware of: 

 

On October 10 three clubs (in ajoining counties) will hold their business meetings.  Starting 

South of the river, the Greater Mason County ARA will meet at 7 PM in the Mason 

County EOC training room.  Then across the river in Adams County the DeForest ARA will 

meet at the Adams County Senior Nutrition Building in West Union beginning at 7 PM.  

Continuing up US 62 the Highland ARA has decided to move their meetings indoors and will 

now meet at the Highland County EMA Office on North High Street in Hillsboro.  Their meeting 

gets underway at 7.  All members of these clubs are urged to attend their appropriate meeting.  

Since each club has elections, holiday plans and other activities on the horizon each member’s 

attendance is encouraged.  So get out of your easy chair and make it a point to attend! 

 

N4BAA, Jose Castillo, will present the program at the October 12 South West Ohio DX 

Association meeting.  His presentation is called “All Things CQ WAZ and Don Quixote” and 

promises to be a fun program.   The meeting starts at 6 at Hunter’s Pizza at 4165 SR 122 in 

Franklin. Those wishing for something to eat or drink prior to the meeting should plan to arrive 

between 5 and 5:30. Anyone wishing to join into the meeting may do so via ZOOM by 

contacting Club President Bill Salyers, AJ8B, at aj8b@arrl.net for instructions. 

 

What appears to be the year’s final hamfest to take place in the South 40 region will happen on 

October 14 when the Wood County Emergency Communications group sponsors a 

hamfest at the Wood County 4-H Campgrounds at Mineral Wells, WV.  More information can 

be found at http://www.wc8ec.org. 

 

All amateurs in the Bainbridge and Ross, Pike and Highland County areas are reminded of the 

monthly Bainbridge Area Ham breakfast at the Dutch Restaurant on SR 41 South on 

Saturday morning, October 14.  It gets underway around 8 am at the restaurant near JR’s General 

Store.  Up US 50 in Hillsboro the Highland ARA Brunch Bunch will be held at the Hillsboro 

Liberty Park Harmony shelter house with the coffee drinking and socializing starting around 10 

am.  Both events invite hams residing near either location to attend and join in on the good times. 

mailto:aj8b@arrl.net
http://www.wc8ec.org/
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Also on the 14th the OH-KY-IN ARS holds their monthly Brunch Bunch gathering at the 

Price Hill Chili Family Restaurant on Glenway Avenue on the Western side of Cincinnati.  It 

will get underway at 1 PM. 

 

On October 16 the Athens County ARA and Sunday Creek ARS will jointly conduct an 

ARRL test session at the Red Cross of Southeast Ohio Building in Athens.  It starts at 7 PM.  All 

elements will be given and walk-ins are welcome.  Because it is an ARRL session an 

examination fee will be charged. Then on October 28 the Cambridge ARA will conduct a 

free Laurel VE test session at the Guernsey County Administration Building in Cambridge.  Pre-

registration is required to Jim Shaw (AB8P) at 740-305-5041.  In both cases those passing the 

test for their first license will be subject to the FCC license fee. 

 

The Fayette ARA will hold their monthly breakfast gathering on Saturday morning, October 

21 at the Tim Horton’s in Washington Court House.  It will get underway around 10 AM.  Up 

US 22 in Lancaster the Lancaster Fairfield County ARA will have their monthly 

breakfast gathering at the Lancaster Frisch’s Big Boy.  It gets started around 9 AM.  Down the 

road in Wilmington on October 28 the Clinton County ARA will have their “Last Saturday 

Breakfast” at Sam’s Deli and Meats.  It starts at 8 AM. 

 

Although out of the South 40 coverage area, what looks to be a rather unique location to hold a 

hamfest is upcoming.  On October 29 the Massillon ARC will hold their hamfest at the 

Military Air Presentation Hanger located near the Akron-Canton Airport.  Therefore your $5 

hamfest admission ticket will give you access not only to the hamfest, but also give you access to 

the displays of historic military aircraft.  That alone might be worth the trip.  www.w8np.net for 

more details. 

 

The Athens County ARA is looking for amateurs to assist with communications for the 

annual Bobcat Trail Marathon and Half-Marathon to take place at Burr Oak State Park on 

November 11.  The marathon starts at 8 AM with the half marathon an hour later.  Anyone 

wishing to assist or obtain more information is urged to contact either Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, 

or Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ. 

 

The Hocking Valley ARA will hold its first Radio Nite for the season on Tuesday evening, 

October 17.  Bill Hopstetter, W8LGX, says the meeting starting at 7 PM will discuss the club 

hex beam project.  The meeting will be at the Hocking County EOC office in Logan. 

 

Earlier I mentioned the transition between seasons causing more amateur radio activities to go 

inside instead of outdoors.  One popular indoor activity is the ARRL sponsored November 

Sweepstakes.  It is often referred to as the “premier domestic contest in the US and Canada”.  

That event takes place over two weekends with one weekend devoted to CW and the other 

http://www.w8np.net/
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towards phone.  The CW weekend starts November 4 and runs through the 6 while the phone 

activity gets underway two weeks later on November 18 and runs through the 20.  Besides 

providing the opportunity to make a lot of contacts within a short period of time, it is an 

excellent opportunity to add those needed states toward your Worked All States certificate or 

even to collect for yourself or provide someone with a needed county. It’s possible to work all 

states during the contest-although it will take some digging for some.  (ed note:  Why is it South 

Carolina and Quebec are always the thorns in my side?)  More information, plus the rules, can be 

found at www.arrl.org/sweepstakes. 

 

Christmas in November.  At least that is what is going to happen when the Southern Ohio 

ARA holds its Christmas celebration by holding a dinner at the Frisch’s Restaurant in Ironton 

on November 20 at 6PM.  Jennifer Bailey, N8JEN, informs us the Portsmouth RC’s annual 

Christmas Dinner, Party and Auction will happen at the Gathering Place in Wheelersburg on 

December 9.  Folks can start arriving at 4.  It will last until 10.  The food is great, but you can’t 

believe one of Gary Caldwell’s auctions until you experience one. I’m still wondering what I 

bought last year! It alone is a reason to attend.  A couple days later the Highland ARA will 

hold their Christmas dinner, annual meeting and elections at the Hillsboro Methodist Church on 

December 12.  The menu for the catered meal will be voted upon at the Club’s October 10 

meeting. Last year approximately 80 people attended.   

 

In the past couple of editions I reported about the OH-KY-IN ARS and their need for 

member assistance at a one of the Cincinnati area’s best and biggest community festivals.  

Imagine their surprise when WCPO television weatherman Steve Raleigh picked their booth to 

do his live on-the-air weather report on the first day of the event.  Talk about good publicity! 

 

A nice report and photos were received from Michael Love, WB8YKS, recapping the recent 

“Let’s Talk Ham Radio” event conducted by the Southern Ohio ARA.  The hands-on “show 

and tell” event was held at the South Point Veterans Park on September 30 and was declared an 

outstanding success.  The report verifies it takes a lot of time and effort to hold a successful 

event as this was.  A tip of the cap to the Club and all those who contributed their time, effort 

and knowledge to promote amateur radio in the Lawrence County and Tri-State area. 

 

Not just amateur radio clubs, but organizations of all kinds are having problems with people 

stepping forward to provide leadership and continuity.  Unfortunately some long-time ones have 

or are on the brink of folding because no one is stepping forward.  Just here in Hillsboro we have 

lost our Lions, Jaycees, a woman’s club and I hear the Masons and Rotary might be on life 

support.  Historically these have been the organizations that have provided our community and 

local governmental leaders.  The point is, most ham radio clubs will soon be electing their 

leaders for the coming year.  Yes, you do not have to be in a club to “play” with your radios.  

And yes, a lot of those who attend the meetings are “old geezers” who still enjoy the smell of 

ozone and the glow of tubes.  Although I won’t go into details but strongly believe the benefits 

of being a part of a club far outweigh the negatives.  Therefore you are urged to not only join a 
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local club, but to become involved with it. Since elections may be upcoming, please consider 

stepping to the plate and become an officer or trustee or volunteer to serve on a committee.  All 

clubs of all kinds periodically need a shot of NEW BLOOD to rejuvenate them.  You might be 

the one to give them what the doctor ordered. 

 

Because of our attendance at an out of state event, there will not be a South 40 column next 

week. 

 

So until the next time we meet, here’s hoping each of you have a great and radio active week. 

 

John Levo, W8KIW, jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com,  937-393-4951 

 

 

________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper 

license documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The 

Commission has maintained for some time now that the official 

Amateur Radio license authorization is the electronic record that exists 

in its Universal Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to 

provide paper license documents to all licensees who notify the 

Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as 

well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License 

Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an 

“official” printed copy of your license*     

 

Click here to download the instructions 

 

One Question Questionnaire 
 

!!!!! I would really like to hear from as many of you as possible. How 

about going to  http://arrl-ohio.org and giving me a click?  (It’s in the 

bottom left corner of the page)  While you’re there, you can click the 

Big Red Arrow to enter into this months Handbook Giveaway!   

mailto:jlevo@cinci.rr.com
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
http://arrl-ohio.org/
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This week’s Question: Would you describe your Radio Room / Operating Desk as A – 
Neat, clean and everything in it’s place?  Or B – a total mess! 
 

A) Neat,   or B) Total Mess 

 

From last week’s question - Is the main radio you use- 
 

A) ICOM?             
B) KENWOOD? 
C) YAESU? 
D) ELECRAFT? 
E) OTHER? 
 

Out of 91 responses – 38 Icom,  35 Yaesu, 8 Kenwood, 4 Elecraft and 6 “Other”.   

 

The winner of the September Handbook is Randy Phelps – KD8JN!  Randy was entry # 97 out of 

a total of 127 entries for the month of September.  We do this once a month, and I’d say that 1 

out of 127 entries is pretty good odds. 

 

 

(This is a subliminal message:  Go to the Ohio Section Website, on the bottom left of the 

landing page answer this week’s question.  AND DON’T FORGET – look for the Big Red 

Arrow and sign up for the Handbook give away!)  

 

 

 
 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   

KD8SCL 

Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – 

KC3GFU 

State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator –  Elizabeth Klinc -  

KE8FMJ 
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Hey Gang,  

 

Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop page on the Ohio 

Section webpage yet??   Here’s a link that will take you there…   http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/s-s.html 

 

 

Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to 

advertise it, and it’s FREE!!  Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of 

thought, it was decided that the Swap & Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as 

well.  The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales and Give-A-Ways and will only be 

posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the webpage. 

 

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to 

me and I’ll advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.   

 

Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this newsletter because it would take up 

way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there for any individual to 

post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. You might 

want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at.  No licensed 

vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.   Postings are text only (no pictures or 

graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and require a contact 

phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post to:  

swap@arrlohio.org   

 

 
 

 

Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio Section Journal  
 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) are 

archived on the website? You can go back and look at any edition simply by 

clicking:   

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html  

 
 

 
 

 

Want to Share your Club Newsletter With Others?  

http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/s-s.html
mailto:swap@arrlohio.org
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html
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We have a webpage where you can download and read all of the newsletters that I get from 

around the state and even other sections!  

 

Here’s the link to the page…. http://arrl-

ohio.org/club_news/index.html  

 

Please, if you don’t see your club newsletter posted, it’s because I’m 

not receiving it. Just have your newsletter editor contact me and I’ll 

get your club’s newsletter listed on the site!!  

 

We all learn and steal (I mean, share) from each other’s work. So, get 

me your newsletter!!! Send it to: webmaster@arrl-ohio.org  

 

 
 

 

Chit – Chat, and All That! 
 

Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? Please, 

forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have them “Opt-In” 

to start receiving them.  Heck, just have them send an email to:   

webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   and we’ll get them added to the Ohio 

Section Emailing list.  

 

 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, 

I’d say!  I urge all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League 

member or not, get signed up to receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were 

expecting. It’s fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past 

newsletters are now archived too.  

You can go back at any time and read them.  

 

Just go to:  http://arrl-ohio.org/news/ 

 

 
 

 

 
 

http://arrl-ohio.org/club_news/index.html
http://arrl-ohio.org/club_news/index.html
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
mailto:Opt-In
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/
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PostScript is produced as a weekly newsletter. I want to thank everyone that has contributed 

articles and ideas to make this an even better news source. I sincerely hope that you have 

enjoyed this edition and will encourage your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news 

and information about the Ohio Section, and news and events happening around the world! 

Occasionally you may find and error or two in this newsletter – be assured, they were put there 

on purpose to make sure you’re reading the newsletter carefully! 


