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CQ CQ CQ de WB8LCD

Fall is upon us.  Anyone else have the feeling that “I’ve still got a whole lot to do before the snow/cold weather hits”?  October is pretty much the beginning of “Contest Season”.  I’m going to try my best to make a couple this year.  Specifically, I like working the November Sweepstakes.  Lots of ways to participate and everyone can be a winner!  I’ll be jumping in on a couple others also.

Our first event coming up is the Simulated Emergency Test (SET).  If you want to participate, contact your county Emergency Coordinator (EC) and I’m sure he or she will have a way for you to be a part of the local event.  The local response to any emergency is important to all of those immediately affected.  Please, have your local PIO’s notify your local media, either before, or after the event and let them spread the word that Amateur Radio is alive and well in their community and ready to serve their needs.  

There’s another important layer to an emergency response, and that’s taking your message beyond the local area.  Amateur Radio has the National Traffic System (NTS) in place to serve this need.  I want to ask you to incorporate the NTS into your SET operations.  You can start by sending a message to ME – The Ohio Section Manager – apprising me of your SET operation.  Then I would also like to ask each one of you (not individually, but somewhere as a part of your local team) to put a message out that will need to travel a longer distance.  Somewhere in the first 20 pages of any ARRL QST Magazine (in the September 2023 issue it’s on page 16) there is a listing of every Section Manager of all of the Sections.  Pick one, send them a message through the NTS.  Your message can be anything, but ask them to confirm receipt of you message by email to me – wb8lcd@arrl.org .  After the event, if you would send me an email letting me know what your message was and to whom it was sent, I’ll report on the results of that at a later date.

So, those ARRL ballots for the Great Lakes Division should be hitting your mailboxes very soon now.  Please, do not let your vote be wasted!  Get it in.  Although the window is open for quite a while, don’t procrastinate!  

Finally, most clubs are entering the season of choosing their leadership for the coming year.  YOU are not too old, you are not too young, you are not too incapable.  Surrounded by the right team YOU are the best one for the job!  Your clubs need you, step up and do the right thing.  Now I also want to say here that if you choose  not to be a club officer, it’s OK, as long as you choose to be an active and engaged member of your club!  Don’t be the guy that says “we’ve done that every year for the last 30 years”, and then doesn’t show up.  Be the guy who says “we’ve done that every year for the last 30 years”, and then shows up and takes a part in making it the best year ever!  

I also want to put a plug in here for the Ohio Section Youth Net.  (details below)  We had some trouble with Echo-Link last month, those problems should be taken care of before the October net.  There’s a small but very dedicated group of young operators that have done an excellent job of keeping this going.  Now’s the time to get it growing!  This is a good way to get young ops (and future ops) connected to their peers in the hobby.  The ops on this net are all excellent ops and truly engaged in Amateur Radio.  If you want to get your young ops fired up, this is the place to be.  We’ve got casual operators, contesters, POTA activators, satellite ops, CW ops, digital ops, all in this small group of young hams!  


73,

Tom Sly - WB8LCD
Ohio Section Manager
wb8lcd@arrl.org
330-554-4650
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Youth Net 
When: The second Sunday of every month at 7:30 PM EST
Where: The K8IV repeater located in Kent, Ohio (Echolink node K8BF-L) RF: 146.895 Mhz  with PL 118.8
Who: Any licensed amateur radio operator who wishes to participate. Priority will be given to youth stations and those located in Ohio. 
The purpose of this net is to encourage youth activity in amateur radio and to help new hams get more comfortable on the air. 


***Next Net is Sunday October 8th ***

If you are a young ham, in the Ohio Section or elsewhere, please check in and say “Hello”! 
Even if you’re far away from OHIO you can check in via Echo-Link.  Echo-Link is a good tool to have, and it can be accessed from your laptop, tablet or cellphone.  But there is a process to get validated to the Echo-link system.  It’s simple to do, but you need to get it done before the day of the net!  Go to Introducing EchoLink for more information on getting started.  If you’re an “Old Guy” (a gender neutral term meaning not a youthful operator) and you have some kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews or even some neighborhood kids who you would like to give a chance to talk to other kids about Ham Radio, this might be an excellent opportunity to give them that small nudge that could be the start of something positive they will carry with them through life!  

[bookmark: national]National News
(from ARRL and other sources) 


Celebrating 50 Years of the ARRL Foundation
Thursday, September 21, 2023, marks 50 years since the ARRL Foundation was formed. As a partner with ARRL, the ARRL Foundation stewards philanthropic support for amateur radio through scholarships, club grants, and other programs to ensure a strong and vibrant future for the amateur radio avocation.
[image: A logo with white text

Description automatically generated]The total assets of the nonprofit entity measured nearly $8M at its most recent annual audit, but it grew from humble beginnings. In September 1973, several members of the ARRL Board of Directors worked to establish the charity. Larry Shima, W0PAN, was the Director of the ARRL Dakota Division at the time and did a lot of work to get the Foundation started. Shima is very pleased with the Foundation's success, stating, "We started off with $1,000, and just look at it now!"
Shima says the original intent was to support future generations of radio amateurs. At the time, space and satellite communications were cutting-edge, and they were the focus of ARRL Foundation activities, though scholarships were also high on the list. "I was thrilled when I got the recent issue of QST that had the photos of the scholarship recipients in it. That is exactly what it was intended to do; we wanted to provide scholarships for young people," he said.
Gifts from generous donors support The ARRL Foundation, but it also works to help other charitable groups extend their reach. In an address to donors delivered over the summer, ARRL Foundation President David Norris, K5UZ, highlighted a recent grant the Foundation received. "The recent support the Foundation has received from Amateur Radio Digital Communications, or ARDC, has been transformational. We have been able to dramatically increase the funding of scholarships through their generosity and are working through a program of club grants, where more than $500,000 was distributed to clubs looking to take on new projects or sustain their organizations - and to share their learning with others," he told the crowd.
Shima was just 35 when the ARRL Foundation was formed. He is the only surviving founding member of the Foundation Board. Fifty years later, he believes that hams who have done well in life have an obligation to support amateur radio by giving generously to ARRL and the ARRL Foundation. Ongoing financial support enables ARRL to promote and protect amateur radio while the Foundation supports the future generations of hams.
That generous support will have a tangible reach. More than 100 scholarships, ranging from $500 to $25,000, will be awarded in 2024. Thank you to the many donors for making this work possible, and congratulations to the numerous scholarship recipients who have benefited from their generosity.
To learn more about the ARRL Foundation, please visit the Foundation website at http://www.arrl.org/the-arrl-foundation. To learn how to make amateur radio a part of your charitable giving, contact the ARRL Development Office at http://www.arrl.org/contact-us.



______________________________________________

ARRL has announced that certificates are now available for new club-level awards. These awards are for clubs and individual members and recognize hams for their personal achievements. The new First Contact Award commemorates a ham's first contact. The new Mentor Award recognizes amateurs who have helped newly licensed club members to get on the air. Both certificates are available as PDF documents, and they can be downloaded and printed as necessary. ARRL Field Services Manager Mike Walters, W8ZY, said "More certificates are coming, and we want to give the clubs and individuals a way to have fun with new hams and maybe create some fun for the many of us that are not so new."

______________________________________________

Winlink ShakeOut Exercise Next Month
The Winlink Development Team (WDT) continues its successful collaboration with the US Geological Survey to provide real event and exercise "Did You Feel It?" (DYFI) earthquake intensity reports via Winlink. All Winlink users are invited to send Exercise Winlink DYFI reports on October 19, 2023, at or after 10:19 local time with Exercise ID: 2023SHAKEOUT. For step-by-step Winlink DYFI Exercise instructions and additional information see the Winlink ShakeOut Website and the details below.
What is ShakeOut?
The Great ShakeOut is the world's largest earthquake drill. It is held annually on the third Thursday of October, and millions of people participate all over the world. In 2022 over 45.6 million people registered their participation. The goal of the ShakeOut is to teach people how to protect themselves during an earthquake.
Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drills across the U.S. are coordinated by the Southern California Earthquake Center in partnership with ECA, CUSEC, state and national emergency management partners, with support from FEMA, NEHRP, NSF, and USGS.
The ShakeOut drill is simple. At the designated time (or whenever works for you or your organization), participants practice self-protective actions such as "Drop, Cover, and Hold On" or "Lock, Cover, and Hold On" if they use a wheelchair.
How to Participate
1. Register your volunteer radio group for the Great ShakeOut.
2. Send Winlink DYFI ("Did You Feel It?") exercise reports on October 19, 2023,after 10:19 (local time) to the United States Geological Survey (USGS). Exercise ID: 2023SHAKEOUT
3. Conduct local radio nets or functional radio exercises to test your group's preparedness.
The Great ShakeOut is also an opportunity to learn more about earthquake preparedness. Participants can learn about the different types of earthquakes, how to create an earthquake safety plan, and how to make their homes and businesses more earthquake-resistant.
The Great ShakeOut is a great way to get ready for an earthquake. Many preparedness lessons from the Great ShakeOut also apply to floods, fires, landslides, and other disasters. It is also a chance to connect with your community and learn how to help others in the event of an earthquake or other disaster. Look for more details on the Winlink ShakeOut Website in the coming weeks.

__________________________________________________________
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Club Corner

[image: ]This is YOUR cornner of the newsletter. Send me what your club is doing and I’ll make sure that it gets in. Got a special event or club project that you want everyone to know about? Send it to me! Need help with a project? Send it to me. 

Let me know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a special guest at your meeting or are you having a special anniversary? 
Just send it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org  

 Please!  Format as below:
If you want me to publish your club information, or even an article you have written, please send it in WORD format (.docx).  Please use Times New Roman font size 12 for the body of the aritcle.  Any photos please include as a .jpg or .bmp – the time you save me in doing all the conversions will be greatly appreciated.



For those interested in obtaining an FCC amateur radio license, the Greene County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (GCARES) is offering an Amateur Radio license class starting Sunday, September 17, 2023. The class will meet from 7 to 9 p.m. each Sunday through November 12th.  A test for all classes of licenses will be given November 19th at 6 p.m. in the Community Room at Beavercreek Township Fire Station 61.
There is no charge for the class and Morse Code is no longer required to obtain any amateur radio license.  The entry-level Technician class is held at the Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club (BARC) Clubhouse, Room 1, Sugarcreek Elementary School, 51 South East Street in Bellbrook.  No experience is required and there is no minimum age required to earn a Technician class license. To register for the class, you may email Jim Gifford at KD8APT@gmail.com.
A textbook may be purchased from the Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL) at https://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-and-Education/.

_____________________________________________
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The Southern Ohio Amateur Radio Association, Inc. 
A Nonprofit Ohio Corporation and ARRL Special Service Club 
P. O. Box 4684 
Ironton, Ohio 45638 
“Dedicated to community service through amateur radio”   www.w8soe.org  

Let’s Talk Ham Radio
If you are interested in Ham Radio and want to see firsthand what Ham Radio is about and talk to someone around the word, this free event is just for you.  You will receive literature about how to obtain a Ham Radio license without knowing morse code. There will be a full operating station set up on battery and solar power using different antennas that you can use with the direct supervision of an FCC licensed operator. Members of the Southern Ohio Amateur Radio Association (SOARA), Lawrence County, Ohio, will be available to answer all your questions.  No age restrictions! Everyone is welcome. 
Location:  The special event, Let’s Talk Ham Radio, will take place at the Patriot Park picnic shelter, South Point, Ohio, on the beautiful Ohio riverbank at the confluence of the Ohio River and the Big Sandy River. The GPS location is the intersection of Ferry Street and 2nd Street East. The site is handicap accessible and there is lots of parking.  
Date:  Saturday, September 30, 2023, with a rain date of Saturday, October 14, 2023.
Time:  10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
For additional information, contact Mike Love WB8YKS, SOARA, PIO 304-638-7338 or Mlove82a@gmail.com.  Visit the SOARA website WWW. W8SOE.org  
Don’t miss out on this special opportunity to learn how to get a Ham Radio license!

________________________________________________________

How to Plan and Apply for an ARRL Hamfest or Convention
If your amateur radio club is planning to host a convention, hamfest, tailgate, or swapfest, please consider applying for ARRL sanctioned status for your event. To learn what it means to be an ARRL sanctioned event, and to get some ideas on how to prepare for and conduct a hamfest or convention, visit www.arrl.org/arrl-sanctioned-events.
To apply for ARRL sanctioned status for your event, go to www.arrl.org/hamfest-convention-application.
The ARRL Hamfests and Conventions Calendar can be found online at www.arrl.org/hamfests. In addition, the Convention and Hamfest Calendar that runs in QST each month also presents information about upcoming events.

____________________________________________________
[bookmark: ve]

VE Sessions:

The following information is for ALL exam sessions:
It is now an FCC requirement to have an FCC FRN; active email address and active phone number before taking any exam. Please bring your FCC FRN, original license, a copy of your license (if a licensed ham), a valid photo ID and $15.00 - Cash preferred. 
Effective April 19, 2022, the FCC will charge a $35.00 application fee for amateur radio licenses. The fee will apply to new, renewal, rule waiver, and modification applications that request a new vanity call sign. License upgrades will not have a fee applied. The fee will be per application. VE's will not collect the fees at exam sessions.
All Things Amateur Radio Association (ATARA) 
We host testing sessions every second Tuesday of the month in Lancaster. To sign up please visit our website https://atara-w8atr.fun and contact us at hamexams@atara-w8atr.fun. 

Butler County Amateur Radio Association W8WRK
Laurel VE Testing Session - hosted by DIAL amateur radio club
Amateur Radio License Examinations at 9:00AM on Sunday April 29th at Fairfield Township Administration Building   6032 Morris Rd.  Hamilton, OH  45011.  Pre-Registration is required, go to:  www.qsl.net/w8blv  click on Exams and follow the instructions.  Additional info may be obtained from Thurl Golden, KD8VLU (513) 939-4891  tgolden@fuse.net  or Ron Spaulding, N8QF, (513) 617-6181 or n8qf@roadrunner.com .  There are no Exam Fees!

CARS
VE testing from CARS - Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society - at Elmwood Recreation Center, 6200 Wisnieski Parkway in Independence, Ohio 44131  Time: 9:15 AM (Walk-ins allowed) Always the 2nd Sunday of the odd month. Go to CARS  www.2cars.org for detailed map of location.  Call Metro W8MET 216-520-1320 for details 

Clark County Amateur Radio Association (CLARA)                                                         What:	CLARA sponsored A.R.R.L. VE Testing - Walk-ins allowed. Pre-Register via email preferred.                                                                                                                                  When:	 On every second Saturday of each even numbered month starting at 10:00 AM   
              Feb 11th;   Apr 8th;   Jun 10th;   Aug 12th;   Oct 14th; and Dec 9th, 2023.               Where: Springview Government Center - Emergency Operations Center; 3130 E Main St; Springfield OH  45503   This is US-40 aka "old national road". From Route 40 enter Old Columbus Road, at the fork stay left driving straight onto Ogden Rd, then immediately turn left into the parking lot behind the EMA. Walk to the door with the "Employees Only" sign.  
For more information contact Roland W. Ude, W8BUZ, (937) 605-4951 Email: buzz@baylorhill.com

Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA)
 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com

Dial Radio Club, Middleton, OH
Will offer Amateur Radio License Examinations at 6:00PM on Wednesday March 1st at St. John XXIII Elementary School, 3806 Manchester Rd., Middletown, OH  45042.  Pre-Registration is required, go to:  www.qsl.net/w8blv  click on Exams and follow the instructions.  Additional info may be obtained from Dave Williamson, KD8W, (513) 424-5819 or kd8w@ARRL.net or Ron Spaulding, N8QF, (513) 617-6181 or n8qf@roadrunner.com .  There are no Exam Fees!

Geauga Amateur Radio Association (GARA)  
Amateur License exam sessions are offered for all license classes (Technician, General, Extra). Walk-ins are always welcome - no prior registration is required. No fee for the exam.

[image: Geauga Amateur Radio Association]The GARA schedule of exams are these Sundays at 2pm. Dates for 2023 are January 15th, March 19th, May 21st, July 9th, September 10th, and November 12th.

Exams are held at the Geauga County Department of Emergency Services and Emergency Operations Center, 12518 Merritt Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024.  The EOC is located just south of the University Geauga Hospital and just east of the Geauga County Safety Center (Sheriff's Office), off of State Route 44 between State Route 322 and State Route 87 on Merritt Road.  

Please arrive a few minutes before 14:00 to allow adequate time to process the necessary paper work and take your test. Bring your 1) photo ID, 2) email address, 3) FCC FRN, 4) a printout of your current license if taking the General or Extra exam.

Additional info may be obtained from Jim Mekeel, KE8EMP, email KE8EMP@gmail.com or the Geauga Amateur Radio Association website  https://geaugaara.org 

Huber Heights Amateur Radio Club
Huber heights amateur radio club does ARRL VE testing the second Saturday of each even numbered month. Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec. 9:30-11:00  For more information contact Jim Storms – AB8YK at  ab8yk@hotmail.com 




The Lake County Amateur Radio Association
The Lake County Amateur Radio Association is holding its 2023 Amateur Radio license exams at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road, on the following dates: 

		Saturday, February 4			Saturday, August 5 
		Saturday, April 1 			Saturday, October 7
		Saturday, June 3 			Saturday, December 2

This bi-monthly schedule is the first Saturday of every even-numbered month (e.g., February being the second month, etc.). They are held at the Kirtland Library, 9267 Chillicothe Road. It is 1.7 miles south of I-90 on Route 306 (Chillicothe Rd).  The library is on the left, just beyond the Marathon gas station. 

The tests will start at 12 noon.  Please arrive a few minutes earlier.

To register, you will need a NCVEC 605 Form, which will be available at the test.  If you would like to complete one ahead of time, be sure it is the Sept 2017 version or later. You can find it by Googling “NCVEC quick-form 605” and clicking on the url for a pdf of the form. Please note the FCC requires you to provide a FRN (FCC Registration Number). Social Security Numbers are no longer accepted. If you are new to ham radio and don’t have a FRN, Google “New FRN” and follow the fcc.gov link.

If you are currently licensed, be sure to bring a copy of your license to the exam.  The cost of the exam itself is $15.00, and if you wish to pay by check, it should be made out to the ARRL/VEC. Identification with your picture is also necessary, such as a driver’s license. If you have any questions, please contact Scott Farnham, KO8O, at (440) 256-0320, or scottfarnham@roadrunner.com

 In addition to the $15 test fee, the FCC now charges $35 to add you to the Amateur Radio database. The FCC will e-mail successful candidates instructions for payment directly to them. Payment must be made within 10 days of the e-mail. This charge does not apply to upgrades.

The Lancaster and Fairfield County Amateur Radio Club (LFCARC)                              hosts exam sessions at the FAIRFIELD County EMA, 240 Baldwin Dr in Lancaster Ohio, 43130, on the first Saturday each month at 10:00 am. Please visit our website at http://www.k8qik.org for exam dates on our calendar and navigate to our Learning Center/Taking the Exam link for information and requirements. Our experienced VE team looks forward to serving the Amateur Radio community in Central Ohio. Contact me at ve_testing@k8qik.org to register.

Lisbon Area Amateur Radio Association                                                                         Beginning Feb 11, 2023 Testing on the 2nd Saturday of each month at the Columbiana County EMA located at 215 S Market St.  Lisbon, OH  44432.  Walk-ins OK.  Check in at 1:00PM.  For more information go to www.K8GQB.com or contact NN8B at nn8b.oh@gmail.com               
Madison County                                                                                                                          The Laurel testing group will offer testing on the first Thursday of January, March, May, July, September and November.  Tests are held at 7:00PM at the Madison County EMA located at 271 Elm St.  London, OH.   No fee.
The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC) 
VE testing is held the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 PM.  Location;  Miami Township Civic Center located at 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH  45150. 
 Please pre-register at www.milfordhamradio.org

Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society (NOARS)                                                                    VE sessions are held the first Saturday of odd-numbered months (EXCEPT FOR March and July) at 10 AM in the North Olmsted Library, 27403 Lorain Rd., North Olmsted.  Registration is preferred, but walk-ins are welcome.  For more information or to register, contact Elaine, KC8FOS at ewilkinson1951@gmail.com.  There will be a VE session held March 12th at the NOARS Winterfest held at Lorain County Community College in the John A Spitzer Conference Center, 1005 Abbe Rd N, Elyria, OH 44035.  Please email Elaine – KC8FOS at ewilkinson1951@gmail.com  to register.

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS)
The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org .
[bookmark: _6kxzgxllf7yc]If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at KB8UUZ@gmail,com
Tusco Amateur Radio Club W8ZX 

VE Testing sessions are held on the second Saturday of every even numbered month at the Dover Faith Church, 420 N Wooster Ave, Dover, OH 44622. Pre-registration is not necessary. Doors open at 0830 for registration, exams begin at 0900. Cost is $15. You are required to have an email address and a copy of your FRN or current ham radio license. For more information please go to www.w8zx.net/exam or email VETEAM@N8BAG.NET.


West Chester Amateur Radio Association (WC8VOA)Exam sessions are held one Saturday each month at 10:00 AM-Noon at the VOA Bethany Relay Museum located at 8070 Tylersville Rd, West Chester, Ohio 45069. For more information and links to register, please see our website: https://wc8voa.org/licensing/

__________________________________________________________




 DARA University

The fall season at DARA University is nearly upon us. Here are the classes for the Fall 2023 learning season:
·      Technician – 23 Sep, 30 Sep, 7 Oct, and 14 Oct
·      General – 21 Oct, 28 Oct, 4 Nov, and 11 Nov
·      Extra – 18 Nov, 25 Nov, 2 Dec, and 9 Dec
·      Tech and General Test session 15 Nov 1900 local at the DARA Clubhouse
·      Extra Test session TBA
All classes are from 0900 to 1300 local and are conducted at the DARA Clubhouse.
For more information see https://w8bi.org/education/classes/
For the full content of the Technician learning materials (not including the manual) see https://w8bi.org/education/classes/tech-class-details/
Limited quantities of license manuals are available from your instructor for $30.00.
Please feel free to share and repost this information on social media and pass it along to prospective Technician candidates!
73 and see you in class.
de N8NMG – John – Dayton, Ohio

__________________________________________________________

Emergency Communicators Offer Free License Classes
Natural disasters highlight the ways that amateur radio operators serve their communities.  Amateur radio not only provides a way for citizens to communicate for their own safety but a way for them to assist others when cell phones and other communication systems fail or are overloaded.

For those interested in obtaining an FCC amateur radio license, the Greene County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (GCARES) is offering three Amateur Radio license classes starting Sunday, September 17, 2023.  The classes will meet from 7 to 9 p.m. each Sunday through November 12th.  A test for all classes of licenses will be given November 19th at 6 p.m. in the Community Room at Beavercreek Township Fire Station 61.
There is no charge for the classes and Morse Code is no longer required to obtain any amateur radio license.  The classes are supported by the Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club (BARC), the Upper Valley Amateur Radio Club (UVARC) and the Xenia Weather Amateur Radio Network (XWARN) in addition to GCARES.

The entry level Technician Class course will be held in the Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club Clubhouse, Room 1, Sugarcreek Elementary School, 51 South East Street in Bellbrook.  No experience is required and there is no minimum age required to earn a Technician Class license.
The General Class course and the Test Session will be held in the Training Room at Beavercreek Township Fire Station 61 located at 2195 Dayton-Xenia Road just west of Orchard Lane.
The Extra Class course will be held in the Training Room at Fairborn Fire Station 2 located at 2200 Commerce Center Blvd. just south of Dayton-Yellow Springs Road.

To register for a course or for more information, please contact Bob Baker, N8ADO, by email at n8ado@woh.rr.com or Jim Gifford, KD8APT, BARC Secretary at kd8apt@gmail.com. You may also register in person at the first class.

Amateur radio is authorized by the FCC and you must register with the FCC and obtain an FCC Registration Number (FRN) before getting a license. To visit the FCC website and login or register, go to https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
Textbooks may be purchased from the Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL) at https://www.arrl.org/shop/Licensing-and-Education/.

Submitted by Bellbrook Amateur Radio Club secretary, James M. Gifford



Your Club news should be listed here!
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG



[bookmark: _Hlk50106919]ARLD038 DX news

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by OH1VR, The Daily DX, 425 DX News, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all.

ROTUMA ISLAND, 3D2.  Darren, VK4MAP is QRV as 3D2RAT until September 29.  Activity is holiday style on 80 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL direct to home call.

TIMOR-LESTE, 4W.  Satoshi, JH2EUV is QRV as 4W/JH2EUV from Dili until October 13.  Activity is in his spare time on 80 to 6 meters. QSL to home call.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, A6.  Members of the Emirati Radio Amateur Society are QRV as A60ARS, and A60ARS/0 to /9 to mark Saudi Arabia's National Day celebrations.  QSL via operators' instructions.

BAHRAIN, A9.  Members of the Bahrain Radio Amateur Organization are QRV as A91ARS to mark Saudi Arabia's National Day celebrations.  QSL via EC6DX.

FRENCH POLYNESIA, FO.  Vincent, K6VVK will be QRV as FO/K6VVK from Moorea, IOTA OC-046, from September 25 to October 1, and then from Rangiroa, IOTA OC-066, on October 2 to 6.  Activity will be holiday style on the HF bands and 6 meters, using CW, SSB, FT8, and FT4. QSL via LoTW.

ALAND ISLANDS, OH0.  Operators PA2A, PE1NYQ, PG2K and PA0VHA are QRV as OH0RY from Mellanon Island, IOTA EU-002, until September 30. Activity is on the HF bands.  This includes being an entry in the CQ World Wide RTTY DX Contest.  QSL via operators' instructions.

DENMARK, OZ.  Dieter, DF2SD is QRV as OV9R from Fano Island, IOTA EU-125, and Nationalpark Vadehavet until September 30.  This includes being an entry in the CQ World Wide RTTY DX contest.  QSL via LoTW.

CURACAO, PJ2.  Gabor, HA3JB is QRV as PJ2/HA3JB until September 26. Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, and FT8.  This includes being an entry in the CQ World Wide RTTY DX contest.  QSL direct.

CRETE, SV9.  Seppo, OH1VR will be QRV as SV9/OH1VR near Chania from September 28 to October 3.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using mainly CW.  QSL direct to home call.

TUVALU, T2.  A group of operators are QRV as T22T from Funafuti, IOTA OC-015, until October 9.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters bands with ten stations using CW, SSB, and FT8 in DXpedition mode.  QSL via LoTW.

EAST KIRIBATI, T32.  Ken, KH6QJ is QRV as T32AZ from Kiritimati, IOTA OC-024, until October 17.  QSL to home call.

LORD HOWE ISLAND, VK9L.  Bob, W7YAQ and Al, K7AR are QRV as VK9LAA until October 4.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters.  This includes being an entry in the CQ World Wide RTTY DX contest.  QSL via W7YAQ.

MYANMAR, XZ.  Akio, JE2QIZ is QRV as XZ2B until September 30. Activity is on 15 to 6 meters using CW.  QSL via JH3SIF.

ALBANIA, ZA.  Antonis, SV1ENG is QRV as ZA/SV1ENG from Lucove until October 1.  Activity is on the HF bands using mostly CW with some SSB and various digital modes.  QSL to home call.

TRISTAN DA CUNHA AND GOUGH ISLANDS, ZD9.  Yuris, YL2GM will be QRVas ZD9W from Tristan da Cunha, IOTA AF-029, from September 24 to October 22.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, and FT8.  QSL via LoTW.

CHATHAM ISLANDS, ZL7.  Holger, ZL3IO is QRV as ZL7IO until September 29.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, FT8, and FT4.  He plans to be active in the CQ World Wide RTTY DX contest. QSL via DK7AO.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Upcoming Hamfests
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	Ohio Hamfests

	 

	2023

	 
  09/24/2023 - Cleveland Hamfest
Location: Berea, OH
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: http://www.hac.org
Learn More

	  10/29/2023 - Massillon (OH) Hamfest (& auction)
Location: North Canton, , OH
Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8np.net
Learn More


	12/03/2023 - FCARC WinterFest
Location: Archbold, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: https://k8bxq.org/hamfest
Learn More
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Anthony Luscre, K8ZT - SYC k8zt@arrl.net 
 
Free, Live, Online Technician Class
Pass this on to your non-ham friends & family.
The Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club (CFARC( will once again hold its free, online, live Zoom Technician Licensing Class, and I will be one of three instructors. It will begin on October 8th and continue for six weeks. Time is 1:30 to 4 PM (Eastern) on Sundays. It is open to anyone, anywhere, and there are no age restrictions. We will utilize Zoom for the live lessons and Google Classroom to disturb class participants' schedules, links and other resources. For more information, visit tiny.cc/beaham. Pre-registration is required.
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Once again this year the Massillon ARC is having their annual Hamfest at MAPS in N, Canton, Ohio. This year’s event takes place October 29th and begins at 8:00am. 

Tables (available online at 
https://www.w8np.net/index.php?view=article&id=76:2023-hamfest-vendor-portal-instructions&catid=10) are selling fast. Prices remain the same as last year- $15 table/ $5 ticket. Tables are sold first come/first served and are expected to again sell out. 

We have over $5,000 of door prizes this year. First prize is a Yaesu FT-891, and the second price is a complete POTA package including a Xeigu G90, antenna, and a Power Station with solar panels from Dakota Lithium! 

Sponsors include ICOM, Yaesu, Radioddity, Precision RF, Be Loud, R & L Electronics, Hammond Engineering, DX Engineering, Arrow Antennas, Hamvention 2024, Contest University, Ham Radio Solutions, Ham Radio Outlet, Heil Audio, Flex Radio, B & F Firearms, Ham Radio Deluxe, Dakota Lithium and more. 

There will be a VE Testing Session for those looking to become a ham operator or upgrade their license, and coffee/food are available. 

Your ticket price includes access to one of the truly unique museums in Ohio- the Military Aviation Preservation Society Museum. Come tour the museum and enjoy the vintage planes and exhibits. This years addition is a C-130 transport plane. 

Details may be found at: W8NP.net, or by emailing Club@W8NP.net. This event is sponsored by the Massillon Amateur Radio Club, an ARRL Special Services club.
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Bill - AJ8B 
(thedxmentor@gmail.com, @AJ8B, or www.aj8b.com) 	



Another week has gone by and, by the time you read this, the 2023 contest will be well on its’ way with the CQWW RTTY DX contest. If you operated in this, please let me know what the experience was like and how you did!
I have a few QSLs to share with you. I have had a bit of a QSL drought, but a few have been trickling in again!
Below is 6Y5KB – Kasimir in Jamaica, E77EA – Dragan in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and S79KB – also Kasimir in the  Seychelles. What have you received lately?
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I received an email from Janet, W8CAA. Janet heard me mention a Beverage antenna and was curious about what a beverage was.	 
The Beverage antenna is a long wire receiving antenna mainly used in low frequency and medium frequency radio bands, invented by Harold H. Beverage in 1921.   
A Beverage antenna consists of a horizontal wire from one-half to several wavelengths long suspended above the ground, with the feedline to the receiver attached to one end, and the other end of the wire terminated through a resistor to ground. The antenna has a unidirectional radiation pattern with the main lobe of the pattern at a shallow angle into the sky off the resistor-terminated end, making it ideal for reception of long-distance transmissions from stations over the horizon which reflect off the ionosphere. However, the antenna must be built so the wire points in the direction of the transmitter(s) to be received. 
The advantages of the Beverage are excellent directivity, a wider bandwidth than resonant antennas, and a strong ability to receive distant signals. Its disadvantages are its physical size, requiring considerable land area, and inability to rotate to change the direction of reception. Installations often use multiple Beverage antennas to provide wide azimuth coverage.	 
There is also a Beverage known as the Beverage on Ground where the receiving wire is literally laying on the ground. The construction of the Beverage on Ground is slightly different but well worth checking out! 
Both Beverages can be effective on 160, 80, and 40 meters. 
 
If you want to learn more about 160 meters and read about Beverage antennas, just go to swodxa.org/newsletters. Click on “Current Newsletter” and read up on 160 meters and Beverages! 
Thanks, Janet, for the great question. If anyone has a question or a comment, just send an email to TheDXMentor@gmail.com. 
Speaking of 160M, the most recent podcast of the DX Mentor was a roundtable of 160M items such as how to get started, propagation on 160M, and some hints and kinks. The participants were Dave, K8DV, Dave, K4SV, Scott, K0MD, and Joe, W8GEX. If you want to learn about 160M just seach for TheDXMentor in your favorite podcast app.
The feature this week is a reprint of “Past the Equinox” a story written by the late Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD. I hope you like it.

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH  DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH

The story written below was created by Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD (SK) , the editor of the West Coast DX Bulletin from 1968 until 1979. Hugh was famous for his 500+ stories that always made a point. Paul, VE1DX, received the rights to all of the stories. He has given permission to anyone who would like to reprint them.


Past The Equinox 
“CQ DX CQ DX CQ DX PSE DX” 
I call and call ‘CQ DX’ with nary a response 
Once March has past and conditions drop 
It’s time to lay another 50 radials on top 

A few days ago one of the local QRPers was up the hill, both enlightened with the prospect of the spring season, and at the same time disillusioned at the prospect of poorer conditions now that we had passed the spring equinox. “I’ve come to ask your advice, to draw upon your experience as a true blue DXer, and I’m sure you can help me.”  
We were warmed by his words, but still a bit cautious. Many times we had started a discussion with one of the QRPers on a friendly note, only to find it ended on rather harsh terms if he didn’t agree with us. For while we are always willing to give our best advice, Locals often come with pre-answered questions.  
“Tell me”, he said, grasping our hand firmly and staring at us with his beady little eyes, “What’s the deal with DXers? We start out being amazed with the ability to talk to other amateurs all over the world, and within a short time we only worry about our DXCC totals. Fellows I’ve met at Dayton, and even at the local DX club, transform from really nice guys to ogres on the air. They tramp all over everyone, police the DX frequencies, join DX nets or blast those that do! And then when they come back to the clubs, they are their normal selves. Sure, they wear little badges with their DXCC totals, and some even have an Honor Roll pin stuck on their hats, but they are back to their normal Elmer-like personalities. It doesn’t make sense.” 
 Although we're sure we had the answer, we did not try to respond to the question straight out. “You have to understand,” we replied, “that there is no pleasure in life as great as DXing. Absolutely nothing. And once the initial glow of working a hundred countries or so has worn off; once the magic of hearing someone in Europe or Asia come back to your CQ call is normal, DXing becomes war! It is your nearness to DXCC #1 Honor Roll that counts. And the closer you get, the more importance one places on one’s standings. While it may be all robins and roses at the DX club, or even at Dayton, beating out W3LPL or even VE1DX on the air is all that matters. Understand?”  
“Yes, I think I understand,” he replied slowly, finally letting go of our hand and walking back toward the end of the veranda, “but why such vehemence on the air? Is one country more or less that important? Or for that matter, those that have almost all of them worked seem to be even worse, bellowing for hours just for a band country or to get on a list to work a new prefix!” He took a deep breath, and diverted for a moment. “And speaking of lists, don’t you despise them? Why would any self respecting DXer be caught on a list?”  
We held up our hand and cut him off, “The topic of lists has been a sore point ever since the Golden Days of DXing began, and maybe eons before. If lists irritate you, avoid them. If they help you, use them with a clean conscience. Now, back to the question of why true blue DXers seeming unruly and aggressive on the air, OK?”  
The QRPer was happy to drop the list question and get back on topic. “Ok, lists or no lists, what is the answer?” We took a short moment to consider this for we were starting to think we’d answered a day’s quota of questions. How does one explain such things to one who may not be ready to understand? We relented and replied with a single word: “Posterity.” He blinked, shook his head and parroted back at us “Posterity?”  
“Yes! Posterity! Think about it. In 20, 30 or at most 50 years we’ll all be silent keys. And what will we leave behind? The usual materialistic things like money, real estate and maybe a rig and a tower. But our DXCC totals are what are important! When true blue DXers get on the air, they believe their legacy will live on . . . and of what they will be remembered for. Their DXCC totals, of course!” We were thinking we had laid things out and had headed the Local in the right direction, but there was this blank stare on his face.  
“Huh?” the QRPer recovered and sputtered out. “What good are DXCC totals to a silent key?” We took a deep breath and replied, knowing QRPers are never satisfied with a simple answer. “Son, it’s one of the Mysteries of DXing, one of the Eternal Enigmas of the Ages. DXers believe they will be remembered for their DXCC totals and nothing else. Word has it that VE1DX has a headstone already with 'DXCC totals XXX countries’ chiselled on it. And when he finally becomes a silent key, he has instructed his executors to have the XXX replaced with 340 or 350 or whatever his total is at the time.” 
“But who goes through cemeteries looking at headstones for DXCC totals?” the QRPer asked slowly. “Who keeps track of your DXCC totals once you’re dead?”   
We looked at him intently and responded with two words: “No one.” We were going to leave it at that, but then we added, “And no one keeps track of your DXCC totals while you’re alive, either, except yourself.” The QRPer thought about this for a moment and then asked, “I can’t argue with that, but why do the Big Guns still keep bellowing to get just one more?” 
We shrugged and replied: “Who knows? Maybe they know something we don’t.” The QRPer looked at us and he began to shuffle off down the hill. It wasn’t clear if we’d answered the question, but we’d given him something to ponder. Pondering is good for QRPers.  
Maybe we were even considering our own position on the matter . . . until we noticed a 160 metre spot for Alaska on the cluster! The heck with posterity or anything else! DX IS! And KL7 on top band didn’t come around very often. We tuned for smoke and began sending our call. It would be a new one! There will always be those Eternal Enigmas known only to the Deserving, and if we attempted to bring up yet another abstract DX concept, it would be bound to revive confusion. So we simply hit the key with our call once again, waiting and knowing that sooner or later the KL7 would hear us.  
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Here is an update from Bernie, W3UR, of the DailyDX and the WeeklyDX, the best source for DX information. http://www.dailydx.com/ . Bernie has this to report:

Ulrich, DL2AH, is headed to Guam where he plans to continue his holiday style operation as KH2/DL2AH from September 16th until the end of the month. He will be on 20 meters only running 100 watts on SSB and 30 watts on FT8. He's using an IC-7300 and Triple Leg antenna. QSL direct, via LoTW or eQSL. No bureau QSLs. 
 
 	Starting today until the end of the month look for activity from 4U1ITU, the ITU Headquarters. Delegates will be participating in the Working Party 5A until September 22nd, Study Group 5 on September 25th and 26th and then the 3rd ITU Inter-regional Workshop on WRC-23 Preparation on September 27th through the 29th. Several hams are part of these delegations and will be QRV in their spare time as 4U1ITU. 
 
Nigeria currently ranks number 124 on Club Log's Most Wanted DXCC List and has not seen any significant activity since 2019. The Rebel DX Group has requested the callsign 5N5N. Sometime after their T22T DXpedition, September 21nd to October 9th, the Rebels are heading to Africa for some "trips". They are planning to have three ops 
transmitting "from Abuja, Nigeria". Activity is planned for 1.8 through 50 MHz with priority on CW and FT8. "Dates will be announced soon." 

VA3QY, Saj, is heading back to his homeland in Botswana from September 16th through October 8th, where he will be operating A22EW. He reports that his FT857D and multi-band loop are ready, along with a Raspberry PI with sound card for FT8 and JS8. This will be the first time A2 has been on JS8. Saj will also try go get on PSK. 

Here is an update on Svalbard, JW. Halvard, LA7XK (JW7XK), Erling, LA6VM, (JW6VM), and Just, LA9DL (JW9DL); will arrive on Svalbard on Wednesday October 11th, departing Monday October 16th. They will be using the antennas at the JW5E club station and will be using their own rigs and amps. They will be operating in the Phone Scandinavian Activity Contest using their club call JW5X. QSL via their home calls and JW5X via LA5X either direct or via the LA QSL Bureau. Once they are home, they will upload the logs to LoTW. 

We have an update from the Intrepid-DX Group regarding H4ØWA, Temotu Province. Preparations continue on track reports Rob, N7QT, and Paul, N6PSE. Their equipment is now with Customs in Honiara, Solomon Islands, and their local agent will arrange ferry transport to Lom Lom, Temotu Province. They had intended to ship their gear via ocean cargo, but unplanned delays have forced them to use air cargo instead. “As you can imagine, this is very costly!” they said. The Intrepid-DX Group has purchased additional generators in the Solomon Islands to add redundancy to their DXpedition equipment. 
Noting that Temotu Province ranks #43 on Club Log’s DXCC Most Wanted List, Rob and Paul say that “We are very serious about this operation and pledge to make the best activation possible.” A team of eight operators will be on the air for 15 days, from October 26th to November 9th, and will make a significant effort on the low bands, 160 and 80M, running 1,500W on CW, SSB, and FT8 Fox/Hound. They plan to be active during the CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB, October 28th through the 29th. 
They are also coordinating frequencies with the TJ9MD operation in Cameroon November 2nd through the 15th.  
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Description automatically generated]Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best “catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities are begging for QSOs. Of course, the gamble is that if you wait until Sunday, conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some fun!

Check out the WA7BNM Contest Calendar page https://www.contestcalendar.com/) and CQ Magazine for more contests or more details. I also have a comprehensive list that can be imported to your calendar at www.aj8b.com/files .

The 2023 Worked All Provinces of China (WAPC) DX Contest Sept 30th to Oct 1st  
 
Purpose - Radio amateurs all over the world can communicate with any other radio amateurs within 24 hours and encourage as many radio stations as possible to contact Chinese provinces/municipalities/autonomous regions/special administrative regions. 
 
About Mulan DX Club 
The Mulan DX Club was created in 2009 as an online community, gathering the top Chinese DX chasers and a bunch of enthusiastic contesters. It was named after the ancient hunting fields of the Qing dynasty for the emperor and his royal family. Amateur radio sometimes is just like hunting and fishing, especially the DX part of the hobby. You get up early in the morning and stay deep into the night waiting for a weak signal which may never come through. However, by hard working and persistency, a DXer shares the same joy of a fish man carrying his new catch. 
 
 
UK/EI DX Contest, SSB Sept 30th to Oct 1st 
Here is a little about the sponsoring club. The United Kingdom and Ireland context club was formed in 2014 to promote the development of HF contesting in the UK and Ireland and to encourage newcomers into HF contesting. 
 
The UKEICC is run by a small but enthusiastic group of keen British and Irish contesters. Our Club Callsigns are G5GEI and EI5G 
 


The contests in red are those that I plan to spend some significant participation time on. PLEASE let me know if you are working contests and how you fared.



Below is a list of upcoming contests:


	Date(s)
	Event
	Info

	All Year
	CQ DX Marathon
	http://bit.ly/3FyPiui 

	Sept. 18
	RSGB FT4 Contest Series
	https://bit.ly/3TxCrxl 

	Sept. 20
	VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest
	http://www.ft8activity.eu/index.php/en/ 

	Sept. 28
	RSGB Autumn Series Data
	https://bit.ly/3TxCrxl 

	Sept. 23
	AGCW UHF/VHF Contest
	https://www.agcw.de/contest/vhf-uhf/ 

	Sept. 23-24
	Maine QSO Party
	http://www.ws1sm.com/MEQP.html 

	Sept. 23-24
	CQ WW RTTY DX Contest
	http://www.cqwwrtty.com 

	Sep.30-Oct. 1
	UK/EI DX Contest, CW
	https://www.ukeicc.com/dx-contest-rules.php 
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Let’s start this weeks column with some joyous international news affecting our Southern Ohio region.  Most readers know of all the historic mounds throughout the Ohio South 40 coverage area.  But now people from throughout the world will not only learn about them, but travel to our area to see them.  In the event you are one who has not heard the news, the United Nation’s UNESCO Committee has just announced the inclusion of the Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks to its worldwide list.  Regardless of your thoughts about the United Nations you will have to agree this designation will bring visitors from throughout the world to our region.  In a chat with a Newark Mounds official last year he stated the Catokia Mounds Park in Illinois saw an increase from 25,000 to 250,000 the first year of its designation.  And although places like Serpent Mound, Fort Hill, the Miamisburg Mound and the Portsmouth Earthworks have not been included, can they too not attract visitors once they are in the area?  So let’s get ready to welcome a lot of visitors with some of those probably bearing ham call signs and mobile rigs or HTs.

AN IDEA—Although I have not seen an official date for a ceremony of any type, but why not start planning for a special event station operation to tell the world about this event?  With the number of clubs in Southern Ohio this could be done on an individual club basis or co-ordinated between several.  Since this is the first one in Ohio, perhaps even something on a Section basis?

LET’S CELEBRATE—In late July the ARRL Board met and during that meeting bestowed awards to some people who have gone over and beyond in the world of ham radio.  According to the October QST Cambridge ARA member Lynn Alfman, N8IMW, was awarded the Phillip J. McGan Memorial Silver Antenna Award for her public relations work on behalf of amateur radio.  Besides serving as the editor of the CARA Communicator newsletter she also once served as an Assistant Section Manager for her region of Ohio.  Although the award was not given in 2022,  this marks the second time in the past three years an Ohio Section member and resident of the South 40 has been honored with the McGan Award.  The Highland ARA’s John Levo, W8KIW, received the honor in 2021.  Congratulations to Lynn for a job well done.

Once I receive the monthly QST I normally take a browse of the Silent Key list to determine if there are any that should be acknowledged in this column.  This month the name David Hoffmeister and call N8TRW jumped out to me for some unknown reason and although he lived in Tennessee an inter-voice said check on this fellow.  Turned out he was a member of a class I assisted with and I used to chat with him on two meters and at Highland ARA meetings when he lived in Hillsboro in 1993.  I had lost all contact with him over the years because his employment caused him to move frequently.  However it appears his amateur radio interest remained.  Our condolunces go to his family and friends.
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Chesapeake’s Jon Cook was not satisfield with only the Technician privileges for his first license so he decided to go for the General and succeeded. According to Ted Jacobson, W8KVK, the FCC has issued the call sign KE8ZDZ to Jon.  

Speaking of news from Lawrence County, things are gearing up for the upcoming “Let’s Talk Ham Radio” presentation the Southern Ohio ARA will conduct on Saturday, September 30 at South Point’s Patriot Park picnic shelter at 2nd and Ferry in South Point.  The Club has arranged for the use of the large electronic bulletin board on US 52 at Ironton to call attention to the event.  Additionally Mike Love, WB8YKS, will do a presentation and answer questions about ham radio and the ARES program in general to the Lawrence County LEPC on September 25.  The event on the 30th will feature a Field Day type operation where members will be on hand to demonstrate to the public what ham radio is about and to answer questions from those wishing to learn more. It will start at 10 AM and run until 2.  

On September 30 Clinton County ARA the monthly “Last Saturday Breakfast” will be on at Sam’s Meats and Deli in Wilmington.  

The weather is still looking good and for those still looking for a hamfest to attend, a road trip into Eastern Kentucky may be in order.   On September 30 the annual A. R. C. S. Radio Festival will take place at the Paintsville Rec Center. The Paintsville  A. R. C. S sponsored event gets underway at 8 am with a $5 admission charge. Their flyer can be found elsewhere in this copy of the Ohio Section Journal or more information is available at the www.ky4arc.com website.  

September and October seem to bring out a number of bicycle and foot races, walks and outtings.  And with these the need for assistance from the amateur radio community comes into play.  Another event asking for assistance will be on October 1 when the Tour de Gem Charity Bike Ride will take place through Greene and Montgomery Counties.  If you would like to help or need further information how you might assist, contact n8ado@woh.rr.com.

Then the following weekend the Athens County ARA will assist with communications for the October 7 Blue Blaze Festival Trail Run through the scenic countryside of Southeastern Ohio.  The 10-mile hike  departs from the Buckeye Trail Office in Shawnee at 8 that morning and is followed at 9 by a half-marathon and then at 9:15 a 5K and 10K get underway.  Communications coordinator Jeff Slattery, N8SUZ, is rounding up his crew and is interested hearing from anyone who would like to assist.  Anyone new can be placed with a seasoned operator if desired.  Jeff can be contacted at 740-592-6124.

The Portsmouth RC will hold its normal monthly meeting on Monday, October 2 at the Portsmouth American Legion Hall.  It starts at 6:30.  October 5 is the next Clinton County ARA meeting.  It will be at the Boyd Cancer Center in Wilmington starting at 7:30 pm.  On October 10 the DeForest ARA and the Highland ARA will hold their respective meetings.  The DeForest club will meet at the Senior Nutrion Center across from the Courthouse in West Union.  HARA will meet at the Harmony Lake shelter house at Liberty Park in Hillsboro.  Each meeting starts at 7 PM.  HARA’s Brunch Bunch will meet at 10 am on Saturday, October 14 at the Harmony Lake shelter house-weather permitting.

On October 14 a hamfest will be held at the Wood County 4-H Campgrounds at Mineral Wells, WV.  It is sponsored by the Wood County Emergency Communications group.  More information can be found at http://www.wc8ec.org.

On October 16 the Athens County ARA and Sunday Creek ARS will conduct a joint test session at the Red Cross Building in Athens.  It starts at 7 PM.  All elements will be given and walk-ins are welcome.

Although a few weeks away, we’re informed the Cambridge ARA will conduct a FREE Laurel VE test session will be held following the Club’s monthly meeting on Saturday, October 28 at the Guernsey County Administration Building in Cambridge.  Pre-registration is required to Jim Shaw (AB8P) at 740-305-5041.


Judy Taylor, WD8EOP, reports the members of the Tri-State ARA were treated to a hot dog cook out prior to their meeting this past Tuesday.  Several members gathered the previous Saturday to work on and clean the Club trailer and to service the generator.  

A new Fusion repeater is taking to the airwaves in the Ross and Pike County areas thanks to the efforts of W8SKJ, Sam Johnson, and Travis Holden, WA6WTF.  According to Jeff McLaughlin, KD8DOT, the 442.2625 repeater is located near Knockemstiff and becomes the latest edition to a network of linked Fusion repeaters covering several Southern Ohio counties with connections to machines outside of the region.  Anyone wishing more information about this emerging network is urged to contact McLaughlin.

By now those clubs and individuals who participated in the recent Ohio State Parks on the Air contest have submitted their entries and are just waiting to have the final results posted.  Thanks to the sharp eyes of the Chairman of the event, I’ve been advised I have been crediting the wrong Portage County radio club with the contest sponsorship and administration.  Tom Parkinson, KB8UUZ, tells me the correct name of the club is the “Portage County Amateur Radio Service”—better known as PCARS.  Our apologies to anyone offended or upset by my incorrectly giving sponsorhip credit to the the wrong club.

Speaking of OSPOTA, Eric McFadden, WD8RIF, reports this year the Athens County ARC’s operation was from a new location within Strouds Run State Park.  The new location was in a higher foot traffic portion of the park requiring a different style of antenna to be used for more public safety.  Like other stations they observed less activity on 75 and more on 40 resulting in 101 contacts with 42 parks.

Between the end of the contest and the submission of the log and summary sheet, Murphy struck the Highland ARA’s laptop when it decided to give up the ghost and take the information to never-never land.  Despite gallent efforts by some members, the data has not been able to be recovered.  Club President Ken Lightner, KE8JEL, guesses around 75 contacts were made with most on 40 meters.  He recalls a member keeping a running total of parks worked and thinks that number was 40.  Mother said there would be days like this! 

With the temps currently in the upper 70s and reaching into the 80s it’s hard to realize the holidays are just around the corner.  At least two clubs are already making plans for the Christmas season.  The Lancaster Fairfield County ARA is planning their float for the community holiday parade and the Highland ARA has already met with City officials to discuss the Clubs part in the upcoming early December parade. 

This column is always looking for news items related to ham radio in Southern Ohio and the neighboring  West Virginia and Kentucky counties.  If you have something you would like to share please feel free to forward the info to one of the below given email addresses.  If you use the phone, please leave a message indicating it deals with the South 40 column and a call will be returned or picked up.

It seems like September just started and we are already looking at its final days.  Until next time here’s hoping each of you have a great and safe week. Plus take some time to get on the air and talk to someone.  You just might make their day.  And you might even find an issue with your station that needs attention before the snow starts falling and the temperatures make it difficult to work outside for any length of time.

John Levo, W8KIW, jlevo@cinci.rr.com or highlandara@gmail.com,  937-393-4951


________________________________________




Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT)
[image: ]
As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license authorization is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System (ULS). The FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees who notify the Commission that they prefer to receive one. 
Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed copy of your license*    

Click here to download the instructions
[bookmark: one]
One Question Questionnaire

[image: ]!!!!! I would really like to hear from as many of you as possible. How about going to  http://arrl-ohio.org and giving me a click?  (It’s in the bottom left corner of the page)  While you’re there, you can click the Big Red Arrow to enter into this months Handbook Giveaway!  

[bookmark: _Hlk137391015][bookmark: _Hlk129446217][bookmark: _Hlk140384921]This week’s Question: Do you operate on 70 cm?

A) Yes,   or B) No

From last week’s question - DO YOU OPERATE ON 6 METERS?
Out of 51 responses – 38 (75%) Yes and 13 (25%) NO.  I hope to hear you on the “Magic Band”!


(This is a subliminal message:  Go to the Ohio Section Website, on the bottom left of the landing page answer this week’s question.  AND DON’T FORGET – look for the Big Red Arrow and sign up for the June Handbook give away!) 

Bottom of Form



Ohio Section Cabinet
	Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD
	Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN

	Section Emergency Coordinator – Bret Stemen   KD8SCL
	Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT

	Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK
	Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Amanda Farone – KC3GFU

	State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU
	Public Information Coordinator –  Elizabeth Klinc -  KE8FMJ





[bookmark: swap]



[image: ]

Hey Gang, 

Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop page on the Ohio Section webpage yet??   Here’s a link that will take you there…   http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/s-s.html


Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s FREE!!  Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the Swap & Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well.  The same rules will apply as do for the For Sales and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions on the webpage.

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.  

Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this newsletter because it would take up way too much space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. You might want to list your location so that prospective buyers know where you’re at.  No licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will be posted.   Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date posting and require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-Away post to:  swap@arrlohio.org  




[image: ]Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio Section Journal 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) are archived on the website? You can go back and look at any edition simply by clicking:  
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html 





Want to Share your Club Newsletter With Others? 

We have a webpage where you can download and read all of the newsletters that I get from around the state and even other sections! 

[image: ]Here’s the link to the page…. http://arrl-ohio.org/club_news/index.html 

Please, if you don’t see your club newsletter posted, it’s because I’m not receiving it. Just have your newsletter editor contact me and I’ll get your club’s newsletter listed on the site!! 

We all learn and steal (I mean, share) from each other’s work. So, get me your newsletter!!! Send it to: webmaster@arrl-ohio.org 


[bookmark: _Hlk30329921]

[image: ]Chit – Chat, and All That!

Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? Please, forward a copy of this Newsletter over to them and have them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  Heck, just have them send an email to:   webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   and we’ll get them added to the Ohio Section Emailing list. 


We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to receive these weekly Newsletters. 

[image: ]You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past newsletters are now archived too. 
You can go back at any time and read them. 

Just go to:  http://arrl-ohio.org/news/





[bookmark: _Hlk50889089][bookmark: _Hlk51493534][bookmark: _Hlk57398828][bookmark: _Hlk58660839][bookmark: _Hlk60422348][bookmark: _Hlk61122047][bookmark: _Hlk40377067][bookmark: _Hlk47171828][bookmark: _Hlk47812454]
PostScript is produced as a weekly newsletter. I want to thank everyone that has contributed articles and ideas to make this an even better news source. I sincerely hope that you have enjoyed this edition and will encourage your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news and information about the Ohio Section, and news and events happening around the world! Occasionally you may find and error or two in this newsletter – be assured, they were put there on purpose to make sure you’re reading the newsletter carefully!
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