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CQ CQ CQ de WB8LCD 

 
Well, this is a little later than usual, but it’s been a busy weekend!  

This week will be pretty tough as I’ll be gone on Thursday 

through Saturday, but I’ll get the next issue of PostScript out – 

don’t you worry. 

 

Saturday, December 4th was PCARS 16th annual “Freeze Your 

ACORNS Off” QRP field event.  Normally the event is held in 

February, but this year the February date was a NO-GO, so the 

event was rescheduled for December.  (For 2022 the event will 

take place on Saturday, February 12th).  When PCARS was first 

organized, this was the first event that was ever tried – and it was 

a big HIT!  The lesson we learned was that Hams want to have 

Fun with their hobby and they will show up for almost any kind 

of an operating event! 

 

We have a nice city park in Kent – Fred Fuller Park – that has a 

nice shelter house.  On our first event, we really did freeze some 

acorns off, but year two and beyond we have had a nice park, with 

warm, indoor facilities.  So there’s always one station set up 

inside the shelter with a portable antenna set up outside.  Because 

of the indoor shelter, the event draws a lot of people who don’t set 

up a station, but still want to be a part of the experience.  That has resulted in a pretty good picnic lunch 

every year with some good basic “camp” style foods, and even some more exotic dishes.  No on goes 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/
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home hungry.  Since I was running W8A from my station at home later that day, I opted not to set up a 

station, but I did bring along my cast-iron dutch-oven and cooked up some peach cobbler! 

 

 

 

We had a couple of “car stations”, a trailer station and a tent station.  The weather was pretty mild, and lots of 

Q’s were submitted.  Most importantly, everyone had a good time whether they operated or just hung out.  The 

“End Fed” was pretty much the antenna of the day.  I’m sure there will be some better photos in the December 

edition of the PCARS Radiogram when that comes out at the end of the month. 

 

After FYAO I headed back home to get ready for Special Event W8A.  This was my second year running this 

event to celebrate the 21st amendment to the US Constitution which was passed into law on December 5th, 1933.  

Celebrating that event was a great conversation starter and it was refreshing to have a conversation with all of 

the stations worked.  These were not “contest” style contacts but actual QSO’s where we actually got to know 

each other just a little bit, and had a chance to discuss some “American history” at the same time.  About 130 

Q’s were made with variable band conditions.  I was helped out by Amy – N8AMY, Ed – K8IV and Chuck – 

W8PT.  I couldn’t have got it done on my own – it pays off big to have some good friends who are serious 

hams.  Not only was it a lot of fun on the air, but I expect I’ll get quite a few QSL’s in the mail over the next 

week or two and I’ll also have fun making up a Commemorative QSL to send out to each Q in the log.  Like I 

always say (sometimes) – “if you want to have fun with Ham Radio, you need to put your butt in a chair and get 

on the air!” 

73, 

Tom Sly – WB8LCD 

ARRL OHIO Section Manager 

330-554-4650 
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Radio Message Precedence 
C. Matthew Curtin KD8TTE 

 

Viable communication methods need to relay information accurately and intelligibly but even that isn’t enough. 

Information must be timely, which is to say that it gets where it needs to be when it needs to be there. This 

raises the question of how to handle the matter of resource contention: what do we do when the resource we 

need is already in use? 

 

In radio operations, we often just “wait our turn.” As volunteers in ARES and SKYWARN programs know, 

there are times that an operator has information that cannot sit in a queue of messages to be sent. Serious 

injuries in sporting events and tornados on the ground are examples of urgent messages: time-sensitive 

information whose value degrades rapidly with age. Simply put, if it takes 45 minutes to tell someone that a 

tornado will likely be in their area in 10 minutes, the channel isn’t of much use. 

 

Addressing this problem is use of a procedure word (“proword”), sometimes specific to the net (e.g., “medical”) 

or common in amateur procedure (e.g., “EMERGENCY”). In other cases, the proword might be common not 

only in amatuer procedure but in other radio services like the government’s SHARES and MARS programs 

(e.g., “Priority”). 

 

Likewise, National Traffic System (NTS) and Radio Relay International (RRI) affiliated nets move formal 

messages with a preamble that specifies precedence according to amateur procedure. The Winlink Global Radio 

Email system implements the government’s system of precedence. 

 

All of these are tools used to move information in the order needed to provide timely service. 

 

During the Weather Alert Project 21 tests, we originated over 30,000 radio messages for seven states based on 

National Weather Service alerts. We conducted a series of on-air relay tests, some announced, some 

unannounced, through various routes to test not only accuracy but also timeliness. The tests were instructive to 

show how a viable system of radio messaging might work in a large-scale disaster during the hours, days, or 

weeks that infrastructure is affected but also in the need to understand how to originate, relay, and deliver 

messages in the right order. 

 

The BLACK SWAN Net (https://www.blackswancomex.org/net) focuses on emergency communications 

capabilities including interoperability between amateur and U.S. Government stations via 5 MHz interop 

channels and Winlink. To ensure providing viable service, we’ve created a system of precedence that is able to 

handle both amateur and government format messages exactly as they come yet in the right order. 

 

I’ve created a video with a runtime of just under 30 minutes that explains message precedence in more detail for 

both amateur and government radio messages progress made in developing viable service. Especially if you’re 

performing your training remotely or in hybrid formats, your ARES groups, NTS net affiliates, and clubs might 

find it useful for addressing a fundamental but poorly understood element of radio messaging. See Radio 

KD8TTE Episode 40 at https://youtu.be/JBH7_eCyKEU.  

 

https://www.blackswancomex.org/net
https://youtu.be/JBH7_eCyKEU
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Looking to put the instruction to the test? I’ve created a set of realistic scenarios for the origination and relay of 

messages. You’re most welcome to give it a try. Engage with any or all of the scenarios, and you may do them 

at any pace you like. Any messages from the scenarios for this exercise (known simply as 2149 or 21-49) 

directed to the stations indicated will be happily received and privately graded so you can see what you’ve done 

correctly and if there are adjustments that you should make. See the exercise instructions as sent to our QTC 

Mailing List at https://groups.io/g/QTC/message/656.  

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dayton Hamvention Expects to be Live Event in 2022 
Dayton Hamvention® organizers are planning to mount an in-person show in 2022, the first following 2 years of 

COVID-related cancellations. The event is set for May 20 - 22 at the Greene County Fairgrounds and Expo 

Center in Xenia, Ohio. Last January, Hamvention organizers from the sponsoring Dayton Amateur Radio 

Association (DARA) announced 

they were calling off the 2021 

event after considerable planning 

was already under way. The 

Hamvention 

 

Executive Committee cited 

lagging COVID-19 vaccine 

distribution in the US and the 

emergence of a more 

communicable form of the virus. 

Southgate Amateur Radio News quoted Hamvention General Chairman Rick Allnutt, WS8G, as saying that 

Hamvention committees "have been meeting, and volunteers are committed to making up for the time lost to 

pandemic cancellations." The Hamvention website is already accepting bookings from vendors and inside 

exhibitors, and individual visitors can already buy tickets, which Allnutt said, "are all printed and ready to go." 

Nominations for the 2022 Hamvention Awards opened on November 1. Hamvention seeks "the best of the best" 

nominees for its Technical Achievement, Special Achievement, Amateur of the Year, and Club of the Year 

awards. Nominations close on February 15, 2022. Submit nomination forms via email or USPS to Hamvention 

Awards Committee, Box 964, Dayton, OH 45401-0964. The 2022 Dayton 

 

 

 

 

 

YOTA Month Continues to Expand into the Americas 
December is YOTA Month, celebrating and encouraging Youngsters/Youth On the Air. Amateur radio 

operators who are 25 years old and younger will be helming special event stations around the world throughout 

December in celebration of youth in amateur radio. YOTA Month stations will be on all bands and modes at 

various times. 

https://groups.io/g/QTC/message/656
https://hamvention.org/
http://www.w8bi.org/
mailto:awards@hamvention.org
http://events.ham-yota.com/
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In the US, the call signs will once again be K8Y, K8O, K8T, and K8A. Three 

new DXCC entities will be participating for the first time. Argentina will be 

active as LR1YOTA, Cuba as CO0YOTA, and Peru as OA0YOTA. Other 

countries may be added. Listen for these stations, as well as other call signs 

with YOTA suffixes. 

Last year, 28 operators in the Americas participated in YOTA Month, and this 

year, Youth in the Americas anticipates an increased level of youth activity 

from South America. Last year, young hams around the world surpassed their 

goal of 100,000 contacts during YOTA Month, with a final tally of 137,000. 

Stations in the Americas logged 14,700 of those contacts. 

Overlapping with YOTA Month is Round 3 of the YOTA Contest, December 

30, 2021, 1200 - 2359 UTC. 

More information about YOTA Month is available on the Youth on the Air website, which is sponsored by 

Icom America. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The K7RA Solar Update 
Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Solar activity was up this week. Average daily sunspot 

number increased from 26.9 to 46.1, and average daily solar flux was up 10.8 points to 

90.9. Geomagnetic indicators were a little higher. Average daily planetary A index 

increased from 7.9 to 8.7, and average daily middle latitude A index from 5.4 to 6.3. 

Two new sunspot groups emerged on November 26, 

another on November 28, and two more on November 

30. 

On December 1, Spaceweather.com announced a 

geomagnetic storm watch: "Minor geomagnetic storms 

are possible on December 3 when a CME might 

sideswipe Earth's magnetic field. The storm cloud was 

hurled into space on November 29 by an erupting 

filament of magnetism in the sun's southern 

hemisphere. According to NOAA computer models, 

the bulk of the CME should sail south of our planet 

with a near miss [or] just as likely as a glancing blow." 

Predicted solar flux for the next month has flux values peaking at 94 on December 27 - 28. 

The forecast sees values of 86 and 84 on December 2 - 3; 80 on December 4 - 5; 78 on 

December 6 - 7; 76 and 78 on December 8 - 9; 82 on December 10 - 12; 80 on December 

13 - 14; 85 on December 15 - 21; 82 and 80 on December 22 - 23; 78 on December 24 - 25; 

 

http://youthontheair.org/
http://www.spaceweather.com/
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92 on December 26; 94 on December 27 - 28; 88 on December 29 - January 1; 85, 82, and 

80 on January 2 - 4, and 82 on January 5 - 8. 

Predicted planetary A index is 10, 16, 12, and 8 on December 2 - 5; 12, 10, and 8 on 

December 6 - 8; 5 on December 9 - 11; 8, 12, and 10 on December 12 - 14; 5 on December 

15 - 16; 8 and 10 on December 17 - 18; 5 on December 19 - 25; 8 on December 26; 5 on 

December 27 - 29; 10 on December 30 - 31; 8 on January 1, and 5 on January 2 - 7. 

Robert Marston, AA6XE, offered these observations: 

"We now stand at exactly 2 years since the Solar Cycle 24/25 minimum was recorded, and 

the most notable attribute of Solar Cycle 25 is its slow climb out. We have seen bursts of 

activity from the sun, where numerous active regions pop up with only a handful actually 

developing into numbered sunspot groups. The bulk of new regions that form quickly decay 

away." 

There will be more from AA6XE in Friday's report and bulletin. 

Sunspot numbers for November 25 - December 1 were 20, 52, 53, 53, 47, 61, and 37, with 

a mean of 46.1. The 10.7-centimeter flux was 93.6, 92.3, 91.8, 92.2, 89.8, 90, and 86.4, 

with a mean of 90.9. Estimated planetary A indices were 5, 4, 5, 9, 9, 11, and 18, with a 

mean of 8.7. Middle latitude A index was 3, 3, 3, 7, 6, 8, and 14, with a mean of 6.3. 

A comprehensive K7RA Solar Update is posted Fridays on the ARRL website. For more 

information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information 

Service, read "What the Numbers Mean...," and check out the Propagation Page of Carl 

Luetzelschwab, K9LA. 

A propagation bulletin archive is available. For customizable propagation charts, visit 

the VOACAP Online for Ham Radio website. 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ARES Resources 
· Download the ARES Manual [PDF] 

· ARES Field Resources Manual [PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Word] 

· ARES Plan 

· ARES Group Registration 

· Emergency Communications Training 

The Amateur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who have voluntarily registered 

their qualifications and equipment, with their local ARES leadership, for communications duty in the public 

service when disaster strikes. Every licensed amateur, regardless of membership in ARRL or any other local or 

http://arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals
http://arrl.org/the-sun-the-earth-the-ionosphere
http://k9la.us/
http://arrl.org/w1aw-bulletins-archive-propagation
https://www.voacap.com/hf/
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan
http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
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national organization is eligible to apply for membership in ARES. Training may be required or desired to 

participate fully in ARES. Please inquire at the local level for specific information. Because ARES is an 

amateur radio program, only licensed radio amateurs are eligible for membership. The possession of 

emergency-powered equipment is desirable, but is not a requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: Fill out the ARES Registration form and submit it to your local 
Emergency Coordinator. 
 

  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The ARRL Foundation Scholarship Program Open Through Dec 31st 
 

The ARRL Foundation Scholarship application period for the academic year 2022-2023 opens on November 1st 

and ends on December 31, 2021.  I am asking you as a Section Manager to notify your Section membership of 

this opportunity. The Foundation issued $550,000 in scholarships for 2021-2022 and for the academic year 

2022-2023 there has been a significant increase in the number of large dollar scholarships available thanks to a 

generous contribution from Amateur Radio Digital Communications, Inc. (ARDC).   

 

For the academic year 2022-2023, 130 scholarships will be offered totaling $900,000!  There are twenty 

$25,000 scholarships, four $15,000, seventeen $10,000 scholarships, nine $5,000 scholarships as well as dozens 

of $1,000 and $500 scholarships.   

 

The descriptions of the many scholarships available are on line. 

 

http://www.arrl.org/scholarship-descriptions  

 

It is also very easy to apply as the scholarship application is on line. 

 

http://www.arrl.org/scholarship-application 

 

Since only amateur radio operator students may apply, the chances of being selected for a scholarship are good.  

It would be a shame for your members to miss this opportunity.  Please place a notice in your Newsletter or 

send a separate E-Mail to your Section to let your members know that the ARRL Foundation offers over 130 

scholarships and it only takes a simple online application to apply. 

 

Since 1973, the ARRL Foundation, with the generosity of many donors and the hard work of a long line of 

dedicated Foundation Directors, has had a positive impact on the lives of many young amateur radio operator 

students.  To ensure that this positive impact does not wane, I ask each of you to timely notify your members of 

this opportunity.  Being awarded an ARRL Foundation scholarship could mean the difference in whether a 

student can pursue their education in 2022-2023 or not.   

 

Thank you.   

 

Dr David Woolweaver, K5RAV 

President, ARRL Foundation 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/scholarship-descriptions
http://www.arrl.org/scholarship-application
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Club Corner 
 

This is YOUR cornner of the newsletter. Send me what your club is doing and I’ll make 

sure that it gets in. Got a special event or club project that you want everyone to know 

about? Send it to me! Need help with a project? Send it to me.  

 

Let me know what you club is up to. Are you going to have a special guest at your 

meeting or are you having a special anniversary?  

Just sent it to:  webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   Please!  Format as below: 

 

If you want me to publish your club information, or even an article you have written, 

please send it in WORD format (.docx).  Please use Times New Roman font size 12 for 

the body of the aritcle.  Any photos please include as a .jpg or .bmp – the time you save me in doing all the 

conversions will be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

 
PCARS has done it again!  For the 

16th year in a row, they have made 

an increasing donation of funds for 

The Center of Hope in Ravenna.  

As a part of Family and 

Community Services, The Center 

of Hope provide meals, food and 

nutritional information to folks in 

Portage County who need 

assistance.  This year’s donation 

totaled $10,471.76.  The total over 

the 16 years is now well over 

$60,000!   

 

Pictured here are ( left to right ) 

LaJoyce Harris – Program 

Manager for Center of Hope, Mark 

Frisone – President of Family and 

Community Services, Paul Hyland 

– KE8EGF, PCARS Treasurer and 

Mike Szabo – N8WCP, PCARS 

VP. 

 

mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org


9 | P a g e                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
VE Sessions 
 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association (DARA) 

 If you are interested in testing for a new or upgraded license, please come see us at the DARA Clubhouse.  If 

you have questions about testing, please email exams.w8bi@gmail.com 

 

Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS) 

The first Saturday of every even numbered month -10 am – at the PCARS club site in Ravenna.  Please visit the 

PCARS web site and check out the information about VE testing in the latest newsletter at www.portcars.org . 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at KB8UUZ@gmail,com 

 

The Milford Amateur Radio Club (MARC) is now doing VE testing on the third Thursday of each month at 

6:00 PM.  Location;  Miami Township Civic Center located at 6101 Meijer Drive, Milford, OH  45150.  
 Please pre-register at www.milfordhamradio.org 
  

 

 
 
  

Your Club news should be listed here! 

 
I know you’re out there doing things!  Send me a write-up (MSWord please) and some photo’s (.jpg please) and 

we’ll get your club hi-lited here for the other OH Section Clubs to see!   Send to WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DX This Week – K9LA 
Bill AJ8B (aj8b@arrl.net, @AJ8B, or www.aj8b.com)  

 CWOPs Member #1567 

 

This week the following entities were “spotted” by hams in the 

Midwest: Alaska, Algeria, Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, 

Azores, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bonaire, Brazil, Canada, Canary Islands, 

Ceuta & Melilla, Chile, Cuba, Curacao, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Dominican 

Republic, Fed. Rep. of Germany, Fiji, France, Gabon, Georgia, Guam, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Luxembourg, Madeira Islands, Malawi, Mali, 

Martinique, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Northern Ireland, Panama, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Rwanda, 

Seychelles, South Africa, Spain, St. Lucia, Switzerland, Wales, and Western Sahara. This brings the total 

number of entities “spotted” in the Midwest to 215. When you add the 40 zones you get a CQ Marathon score 

mailto:exams.w8bi@gmail.com
http://www.portcars.org/
http://www.milfordhamradio.org/
mailto:WB8LCD@ARRL.ORG
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of 255! Terrific considering, we are just coming out of a solar minimum. More on the CQ Marathon in a couple 

of weeks. 

 

Although I was in Florida for Thanksgiving and driving back during the CQWW CW, I was able to 

remote to my Flex and do some contesting. I had previously only used RemotePC with my Yaesu FT-950 and 

enjoyed that experience. However, Flex makes it feel as if I were sitting in the shack sending CW. I would still 

prefer to be in person, but I can see the appeal of remote operating this way. Have you tried remote operating? 

If so, let me know what you use and what your success was. (aj8b@arrl.org) 

 

I have been focusing on 160M this past couple of weeks with a fair amount of success. I have added 5 

countries to my 160M count. By the time you read this, I will have the ½ wavelength Helically wound vertical 

up just in time for the ARRL 160M contest. I will let you know how it compares to my inverted “L”. 

 

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH   DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

 

Last week I reprinted an article regarding the layered method for protecting your shack PC. There have 

been two changes in the industry and product offerings since that was first printed.  

#1 - Cisco Umbrella is now a corporate product and cannot be purchased for home use and is no longer 

free. OpenDNS, which was purchased by Cisco and turned into Umbrella, is a free, home user 

product.  (https://www.opendns.com/home-internet-security/) At the time of publication, you could go to the 

Cisco Umbrella site and launch over to the OpenDNS site. You can't do that anymore, However, the product is 

free and is available to consumers. 

 

#2 - At the time we investigated Zero Day attack products, we evaluated 5 companies that provided 

corporate and consumer protection. The enterprise version was a per user charge and the consumer version was 

free. I just researched all 5 of those and none of them offer a free version anymore. My home copy of 

Morphisec continues to be updated, but that is due to the "grandfathering" of the products. As of June of 2022, 

it will no longer be available. 

 

Sorry for the “old” information.  

 

CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX 
 

I really wanted to get this information out to you quickly. K9LA, Carl, recently published a charge 
comparing the rise time of our current sunspot cycle, Cycle 25, to previous cycles. This is from his 
website, www.k9la.us, and is reprinted here with his permission. 

 

http://www.k9la.us/
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The above plot compares the rise of Cycle 25 (red) to three previous solar cycles: Cycle 24 (green - a 

small cycle), Cycle 23 (orange - an average cycle) and Cycle 21 (blue - a big cycle). Note that Cycle 25 is 

initially tracking both Cycle 24 and Cycle 21. 

The next 6 to 12 months will likely give us a better clue as to what Cycle 25 is going to do. So far in 

early September, Cycle 25 has produced many more sunspots than in previous months. Perhaps this is an omen 

of a cycle that will be at least as big as Cycle 24. 

 

CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX CQDX 
 

 

Here is an update from Bernie, W3UR, of the DailyDX and the WeeklyDX, the best source for DX 

information. http://www.dailydx.com/ . Bernie has this to report: 

 
TZ – Mali - TZ1CE, operator DK1CE, Ulmar, is doing a lot of SSB operating and has now fixed his VOX issue 

by switching to a Heil ProSet.  Using phonetics helps him pick up the callsigns.  We're asked to avoid "creative 

alternatives" to the phonetics. 

 

KL7 – Alaska - Ex-KL4QG, now KL7/KA2ZSD, Joe, has moved from Maryland back to Alaska, to run a 

water treatment plant in King Salmon, his QTH in neighboring Naknek.  He hopes to get his endfed wire for 80-

10 up this week using nearby spruce trees, and with his coax being delivered today.  He loves his Barnett radio 

http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dailydx.com/
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and has a KW amp.  He likes 40 and sometimes 20 SSB, especially the Alaska nets. 

 

3DA0 – Eswatini - The recent 3DA0WW expedition is 3DA0WW has posted the story and video 

here:  https://lral.lv/3da0ww/Story_3DA0WW.pdf and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK_CAbKwKLs&t=2s 

 

S2 – Bangladesh - From an IOTA, AS-140, will be S21DX by S21AM, S21IRC and possibly S21D.  This is 

Manpura Island and the dates are December 16-22.  They will have two stations, planning to be on SSB and 

FT8/4 on 20, 15, 10 and "some 40."  The antennas are a multi-band beam, two verticals, and a multi-band 

inverted V.  QSL direct or bureau to ED7DX or use LoTW.  Financial support is welcomed.  https://s21dx.org 

 

SU – Egypt - UA4WHX, Vlad, is again at his SU9VB QTH, worked on 17 and 15 the last couple days, 

between 13-1550Z, CW and SSB.  As I recall, the QTH is on the Suez Canal.  QSL to his UA4WHX QTH.    

 

Z8 - South Sudan - Z81S is again operational with IW9FMD operating.  He is with the United Nations and 

also previously operated as 5H0RS, 7Q7RS, HB9FFN and T6AB.  QSL direct to IT9YVO. 

 

ON – Belgium - ON75KTK will be on the air January 1 to February 28, celebrating the 75 years of UBA, 

Belgium's national ham organization.  Others participating are ON4CGW, ON4PQ, ON6PJ, ON6HH, ON6FT, 

ON7QR and ON9EEE, all bands and modes, and working them qualifies you for an award certificate.  There 

will also be a special commemorative QSL card, or cards.  QSL via ON4AVT. 

 

3Y0J – Bouvet - The Fall 2021 NDEXA Newsletter (# 134) has been released and contains details of the 

October 3DA0WW DXpedition, a "spotlight" on director KO8SCA, Adrian Ciuperca and the latest news of the 

November 2022 3Y0J Bouvet DXpedition. 

https://indexa.org/documents/newsletters/Newsletter-Issue-134-Fall%202021.pdf 

 Want to see a map with hams that are in a certain Zip Code? https://haminfo.tetranz.com/map/z/33029 

 

DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH   DAH DIT DIT DIT DAH 
 

 

Below is a list of upcoming contests in the “Contest Corner”. I think this is 

important for someone who is trying to move up the DXCC ladder since entities 

that are on the rarer side and easiest to work in contests. Some of my best 

“catches” have been on the Sunday afternoon of a contest when the rarer entities 

are begging for QSOs. Of course, the gamble is that if you wait until Sunday, 

conditions may change, or they simply won’t be workable. However, it is not a bad 

gamble. Of course, why not work the contest and have some fun! 

Check out the WA7BNM Contest Calendar page 

(https://www.contestcalendar.com/) and CQ Magazine for more contests or more 

details. 

 The contests in red are those that I plan to spend some significant participation time on. PLEASE 

let me know if you are working contests and how you fared. 

 Thanks! 

 
Dec. 17 AGB Party Contest https://tinyurl.com/6fke5yb6  

Dec. 17 Russian 160M Contest www.qrz.ru/contest/detail/90.html  

https://lral.lv/3da0ww/Story_3DA0WW.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK_CAbKwKLs&t=2s
https://s21dx.org/
https://indexa.org/documents/newsletters/Newsletter-Issue-134-Fall%202021.pdf
https://haminfo.tetranz.com/map/z/33029
https://www.contestcalendar.com/
https://tinyurl.com/6fke5yb6
http://www.qrz.ru/contest/detail/90.html
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Dec. 18 RAC Winter Contest www.rac.ca/contesting-results  

Dec. 18-19 Croatian CW Contest www.9acw.org/index.php/rules/english  

Dec. 18-19 OK DX RTTY Contest www.crk.cz/ENG/DXCONTE  

Dec. 18-19 Stew Perry Topband 
Challenge 

www.kkn.net/stew  

Dec. 19 ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup  

Dec. 26 DARC Xmas Contest www.darc.de/?id=820  

Dec. 26 RAEM Contest https://raem.srr.ru/rules   

Dec. 30 YOTA Contest www.ham-yota.com/contest  

 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ARLD048 DX news 

 

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by VU2DSI, The Daily DX, the OPDX 

Bulletin, 425 DX News, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web 

sites. Thanks to all. 

 

KENYA, 5Z.  Ferdy, HB9DSP is QRV as 5Z4/HB9DSP from Malindi until December 16.  Activity is on 20, 

15, and 10 meters using SSB and FT8.  QSL to home call. 

 

BHUTAN, A5.  Peter, HB9DVG is QRV as A52CC from Phodrang until December 21 while on work 

assignment.  Activity is in his spare time on the HF bands using SSB and FT8.  QSL via N4GNR. 

 

BAHRAIN, A9.  Members of the Bahrain Amateur Radio Society are QRV as A950ND until December 16 to 

celebrate Bahrain's 50th National Day.  QSL via EC6DX. 

 

ANGOLA, D2.  Jose, PP2BR is now QRV as D2PR from Luanda.   Activity is on 20, 15, and 10 meters using 

SSB.  QSL via operator's instructions. 

 

SPAIN, EA.  Members of the Union de Radioaficionados de Leon are QRV with special call signs AM1111D, 

AM1111E, AM1111I, AM1111L, AM1111N, AM1111O and AM1111R until December 19 in celebration of 

the 1111th anniversary since the establishment of the ancient Kingdom of Leon, now part of the  autonomous 

community of Castile and Leon.  QSL via operators' instructions. 

 

SCOTLAND, GM.  Special call signs GB1002ZE and GB2ZE are QRV until December 26 to mark the 

centennial of Paul Godley's DXpedition to Ardrossan in 1921 when he managed the first reception of a 

transatlantic shortwave transmission from Greenwich, Connecticut. QSL via GM0SEI. 

 

SWITZERLAND, HB.  Special event station HB1BCG is QRV until December 31 to celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of the historic Transatlantic Tests of December 1921.  QSL via HB9ACA. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HI.  Kasimir, DL2SBY is QRV as HI7/DL2SBY from Punta Cana, IOTA NA-096, 

until December 14.  Activity is holiday style on the HF bands using CW, FT8, and possibly some SSB.  He may 

be active for one day as HI2/DL2SBY from Saona Island, IOTA NA-122. QSL via LoTW. 

http://www.rac.ca/contesting-results
http://www.9acw.org/index.php/rules/english
http://www.crk.cz/ENG/DXCONTE
http://www.kkn.net/stew
http://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup
http://www.darc.de/?id=820
https://raem.srr.ru/rules
http://www.ham-yota.com/contest
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NETHERLANDS, PA.  Special event stations PA21XMAS, PD21SANT and PD22HNY are QRV during 

December.  QSL via operators' instructions. 

 

CANADA, VE.  Special event station VX3INSULIN is QRV during December to commemorate the discovery 

of insulin 100 years ago.  Activity is on the HF bands with a focus on FT8 and FT4.  QSL via VE3NOO. 

 

INDIA, VU.  Special event station AU2JCB is QRV until December 14 to commemorate the birthday of Indian 

scientist Jagadish Chandra Bose, Activity is on 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6 meters using SSB, and FM on 

10 and 6 meters.  QSL direct to VU2DSI. 

 

BURKINA FASO, XT.  Harald, DF2WO is QRV as XT2AW from Ouagadougou until December 20.  Activity 

is on the HF bands, and Satellite QO-100.  QSL via M0OXO. 

 

INDONESIA, YB.  Special event stations 8H13H, 8H13U, 8H13T, 8G13T, 8G13A, 8G13N, 8G13G, 8G13S, 

8G13E, and 8G13L are QRV until December 12 to commemorate the 13th anniversary of South Tangerang 

City. Activity is on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters using SSB and FT8.  QSL via operators' instructions. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  OHIO’S             

 

Ted, W8KVK, keeps track of newly licensed hams in the South 40 region and provides a great service to those 

of us who try to keep up on test sessions and their successes.  He tells of the two newest hams in the region who 

are Jeremy Litchfield, KE8TKR of Point Pleasant, WV and Codey Mannon, KE8TKS, of Proctorville.  Both 

passed their General Class licenses.  Congratulations and WELCOME to each of them. 

 

Three clubs within the region held their Christmas observations this past week.  The Country Inn Restaurant in 

Mount Orab was the new site for the Grant RC’s annual Christmas dinner. Following a great meal there was a 

gift exchange.  The Scioto Valley ARC and the Cambridge ARC each held their annual holiday gatherings this 

past Saturday in Chillicothe and Cambridge.  A lot of good fellowship was exchanged at each. 

 

Bill Hopstettler, W8LGX, says the Hocking Valley ARC’s annual Christmas carry-in-dinner will be held this 

Tuesday evening, December 7 at the Antioch Alliance Church in Logan.  A short business meeting will start the 

evening’s agenda at 6:30 and be followed by the carry-in, fun, games and socializing.  Spouses and guests are 

always invited.  

 

December 7 also marks the return of the Christmas Holiday Party Meeting of the Cincinnati area’s OH-KY-IN 

Amateur Radio Society.  Because of safety concerns this year the format is being adjusted to a pizza party served 

by the officers instead of the normal carry-in.  However the Club will provide soft drinks and water.  It is asked 

no food be brought in to share.  All will happen at the Lockland Church of the Nazarene, 335 West Wyoming 

Avenue in Lockland.  Things start at 7:30. 
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According to Southwest Ohio DX Association Secretary Mindi Jones, KC8CKW, the Association will hold their 

annual Christmas gathering on Thursday evening, December 9 at Hunter’s Pizzeria in Franklin.  She calls attention 

to this being a Member’s Only function and the only such closed gathering during the year. 

 

The Highland ARA’s Secretary Kathy Levo, N8ZNR, reports over 60 reservations have been received to date 

for the Club’s December 14 traditional Christmas Dinner Party.  Because the event had to be cancelled last year, 

this year her committee is going all out for a great occasion featuring a catered meal, door prizes, award 

presentations, a raffle drawing and elections.  Great Lakes Assistant Director Scott Yonally, N8SY, will be on 

hand to make a special award presentation on behalf of the ARRL Board of Directors.  Mail service has been very 

spotty and anyone interested in attending but didn’t receive an invitation is urged to contact Levo at 

highlandara@gmail.com or 937-393-4951 as soon as possible.  You do not have to be a HARA member or 

Highland County resident to attend. 

 

Also on the 14th the DeForest ARC will hold a carry-in dinner to celebrate the holiday season.  It happens at the 

Senior Nutrition Center in downtown West Union.  The dinner will start at 6:30 PM and be followed by a short 

business meeting and 2022 officer elections afterwards.  

 

That same evening and across the River, the Greater Mason County ARA will conduct elections and celebrate 

the season with a dinner at the Mason County EOC Building.   Correspondent Brent Wells, N4BDW, says the 

evening’s activities start at 7:30 PM. 

 

The 14th seems to be a popular date for South 40 region amateur radio clubs to hold their Christmas festivities 

this year as the Tri-State ARA will too hold their annual Christmas dinner on that evening at the Museum of 

Radio and Technology in Huntington, WV.  Teresa and Mark Killen will be preparing the food and ask those 

attending to bring a desert.  Please RSVP your intent to attend to Mark or Teresa at 740-550-3778. 

 

Tom Delany, W8WTD, informs us the annual Christmas Party for the Queen City Emergency Net will take 

place on Friday, December 17.  It will be a carry-in at the Red Cross Building on Dana Avenue in Cincinnati.  All 

QCEN members are urged to attend. 

 

The Athens County ARA’s traditional Christmas Holiday Dinner will be held this year at the Pizza Cottage, 951 

East State Street in Athens on Tuesday evening December 21.  Besides pizza items, the restaurant features a full 

menu as well as a stocked bar.  The Club will furnish appetizers and punch.  Things start at 5:30 PM. 

 

It was a great evening on the 29th when crowds lined Ironton’s streets to view the Ironton Lions Club’s annual 

holiday parade.  Once again the Southern Ohio ARA provided vital assistance with parade lineup and 

communications.  

 

Since before they were even founded, Hillsboro area hams have been assisting the local merchant organization 

with their Christmas Parade. Over the years the merchants associations have come and gone, but the presence of 

the Highland ARA has remained stable with the knowledge of how to organize and assemble what can become 

a quite lengthy parade.  This year on the afternoon of December 11, members will assemble at the county 

fairgrounds with a goal to get the units out of the gate at the 6 pm starting time.  Those wishing to assist are 

requested to dress warm and gather at the fairgrounds between 4 and 4:30 PM. 

 

mailto:highlandara@gmail.com
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Good little boys and girls visiting Huntington’s Museum of Radio Technology on 

Saturday, December 11 will have an opportunity to “Get On The Air With Santa” and 

directly tell him what they would like to see under their tree on Christmas morning. And 

perhaps even some hams might wiggle their way into a conversation with the Jolly Old 

Chubby Man and tell him about that dreamed of new rig, accessor or antenna.  This 

annual event is a joint project between the Tri- State ARA and the Museum. Besides 

youngsters chatting with Santa, they and their parents will be able to enjoy cookies 

and hot cocoa served by Mrs. Claus.   There will be other events and displays that day.  

It will run from 11 until 4 PM.  The free event is open to the public and worthy of a 

visit. 

 

The DeForest ARA recently held a program devoted to emergency preparedness preparations.  Three presenters 

provided information about an inexpensive water purification system, preserving foods for a longer life through 

oven canning and grab and go vehicle bags.  A follow up session is planned for December 11. 

 

Thanks to Bob Frey, WA6EZV, we learn there is another Brunch Bunch gathering group in the South 40 Region.  

It belongs to the Cincinnati area’s OH-KY-IN ARS and it too meets on the second Saturday of each month as 

does Highland County’s Highland ARA, but moves from location to location each month in order to expose 

members to restaurants in the various parts of the Cincinnati area.  According to information forwarded by Frey 

OH-KY-IN’s next gathering happens on December 11 on the west side of Cincinnati in the Bridgetown 

community at the WestShine Family Restaurant, 3245 Westbourne Drive.  It begins at 1 PM with ordering from 

the menu.  Our thanks to WA6EZV for letting us know about the group. 

 

The next Highland ARA Brunch Bunch gathering is to be on December 11 and will mark the beginning of a busy 

day for the Club as they will coordinate the assembly and line up of the annual Hillsboro Christmas Parade that 

afternoon and evening.  Although details about the Brunch Bunch location has not been announced, hopefully it 

will be at an inside gathering with availability to hot coffee. 

 

Speaking of HARA, John Willis, KE8JEM, says the annual ringing in of the New Year using the large C S Bell 

bell at the Highland County Historical Society will take place New Year’s Eve.  Therefore HARA’s traditional 

New Year’s Net will kick off 2022 with the broadcast of that event. Last year had many South and Central Ohio 

stations check into the net and was the first time in many years it had been broadcast over linked repeaters in 

Hillsboro and Greenfield. 

 

Recently two South 40 area clubs were important ingredients in making the 

respective community’s Holiday Parades successes.  The Cambridge ARC assisted 

with the Cambridge parade and according to club spokesperson Lyn Alfman things 

went well,   Southern Ohio ARC PIO Mike Love, says seven members of the Club 

assisted a large parade that wound through the streets of Ironton on the 29th.  Mike 

stated Santa even brought one of his reindeer.  Perhaps Santa is breaking in a 

‘newbie’ to learn the route to Lawrence County? 

 

Historically the Sunday Creek ARF’s popular hamfest kicks off the ham radio hamfest year in Ohio.  Because 

of COVID, last year’s Nelsonville event was decided to be cancelled.  But this year it will return, but at a new 

location.  This coming year the January 16 event will be moving to the Community Center in Shade, Ohio.  As 

details are evolving, watch the OSJ and this column for information updates as we get closer to the date. 
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And speaking of hamfests, word from Athens County and the Athens County ARA is the always popular Athens 

Hamfest will return to the city’s community center on Sunday, April 24. 

  

Upcoming VE sessions within the South 40 region will be in Middletown on December 8 and in Huber Heights 

and Springfield on December 12.  Check the ARRL website-www.arrl.org-for information regarding time, 

location, sponsoring club and their contact. 

 

TRIVIA—One of the most popular toys of all time is the Slinky.  How many feet of wire is in it? 

 

According to Portsmouth RC VE Team Coordinator Jerry Lockhart, W8HIC, the Club will not have a December 

test session. 

 

An operating activity that seems to be growing quickly is Parks On The Air.  During the past few months more 

and more stations have been noted on the bands exchanging park numbers.  When looking at the POTA map, you 

will see all kinds of certified parks throughout Southern Ohio in the program.  Additionally, several new locations 

have been added to the official list of qualified parks for contact credit.  In the past few months, three Ohio 

Wildlife Areas in Highland County were added.  The Fallsville and Fallsville South Areas near New Vienna and 

the Oldaker Wildlife Area near Hillsboro were added as was the Indian Springs Area in Brown County and the 

Tranquility Area in Adams County.  In the case of Fallsville, Richie Hagen, N8CUB, only has to walk across the 

road to activate it and had the honor to be the first to activate Fallsville South.  The interest in the program reminds 

me greatly of the interest in County Hunting several years ago when I got into it.  However once I worked them 

all, my interest dropped off because new counties are not being formed. The last one was about 20 years ago.  

However it seems there are so many parks, historic sites, and other such things that will not allow the program to 

grow stale as long as they are entered into the program on a measured basis. 

 

TransAtlantic ham radio communications once were not the “Oh Hum” experiences of today.  Until December 

11, 1921 there were no confirmed reception of signals from North America by amateurs in Europe.  The December 

QST has an interesting article from the January and February 1922 issues of QST highlighting the excitement of 

amateur signals being heard in Scotland.  It is well worth a read as we celebrate this milestone. 

 

That does it for another edition.  Here’s hoping everyone has a safe, healthy and radio-active week. 

 

John Levo, W8KIW, jlevo@cinci.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Upcoming Hamfests 
 

 

We DO have some hamfests scheduled for 2021!! Yes, 

take a good look at the list.  The sad news is, if it doesn’t 

show up here now, it’s been cancelled! 

  

******Starting in December we will be listing all the 

upcoming 2022 Hamfests!  And, there are a bunch 

already.  Stay tuned.******* 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  

  

  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://arrl-ohio.org/hamfests.html
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Print an Official or Unofficial Copy of Your Amateur Radio License 
(By Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

 

As of February 17, 2015, the FCC no longer routinely issues paper license 

documents to Amateur Radio applicants and licensees. The Commission has 

maintained for some time now that the official Amateur Radio license authorization 

is the electronic record that exists in its Universal Licensing System (ULS). The 

FCC will continue to provide paper license documents to all licensees who notify 

the Commission that they prefer to receive one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Licensees also will be able to print out an official authorization — as well as an unofficial “reference copy” — 

from the ULS License Manager. I’ve created a set of instructions on how you can request an “official” printed 

copy of your license*     

 

Click here to download the instructions 

 

 

 
One Question Questionnaire 
 

 

How about going to  http://arrl-ohio.org and giving me a click?  (It’s in the bottom 

left corner of the page)  I’ll have more to say about this in the next OH Section 

Journal! 

 

Do you have any goals for your experience in Amateur Radio for 

2022? 

 

 

From the last Poll:  “Is there some individual who made a profound influence on your life as a 

ham? 
47 said yes (84%) and 9 said no (16%).    

 

This Questionnaire prompted two responses: 

 

My father was and still is W8EOG, originally licensed in the 1950s. He 
was the inspiration for me earning my license as a 15-year-old in 1978. 
 
73, 
Eric, WD8RIF 
 

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/2020/print_your_license.pdf
http://arrl-ohio.org/
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It's tough to say that only one Elmer made a difference in my HR hobby life, I have two.  In the "old 
days" when information was not as readily available (aka no internet and limited technical books at 
the local library), one of my Elmers spent hours talking with me every time I visited my cousins in the 
town where he lived.  Later, an Elmer in my home town spent hours helping me become licensed and 
guide me through my late teens and into my adulthood as a ham.  Both now SK and missed very 
much.  
 
73, 
Ron WD8SBB 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ohio Section Cabinet 
Section Manager – Tom Sly, WB8LCD Section Traffic Manager – David Maynard, WA3EZN 

Section Emergency Coordinator – Stan Broadway, N8BHL Section Youth Coordinator – Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 

Technical Coordinator – Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK Affiliated Clubs Coordinator – Tom Sly, WB8LCD 

State Government Liaison – Bob Winston, W2THU Public Information Coordinator – John Ross, KD8IDJ 

 

 

 
 

 

Hey Gang,  

 

Have you taken a look at the Swap & Shop page on the Ohio Section 

webpage yet??   Here’s a link that will take you there…   http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/s-s.html 

 

 

Do you have equipment that you just don’t need or want anymore? Here’s a great venue to advertise it, and it’s 

FREE!!  Is your club doing a fund raiser to help raise money? After a lot of thought, it was decided that the 

Swap & Shop webpage could also contain these types of items as well.  The same rules will apply as do for the 

For Sales and Give-A-Ways and will only be posted for a month at a time. Please see the Terms & Conditions 

on the webpage. 

 

If your club is doing a fund raiser and wants more exposure, please forward the information to me and I’ll 

advertise it on the Swap & Shop webpage for you.   

 

Now, I still want to remind you that it won’t be listed in this newsletter because it would take up way too much 

space, so your ad will only appear on the website.  It is there for any individual to post equipment Wanted / For 

Sale or Give-Away as well as for Club Fund Raisers. No licensed vehicles/trailers or business advertising will 

be posted.   Postings are text only (no pictures or graphics) will be posted for a maximum of 1 month from date 

posting and require a contact phone number or email within the posting.  Send your Wanted / For Sale or Give-

http://arrl-ohio.org/sm/s-s.html
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Away post to:  swap@arrlohio.org   

 

 
Back Issues of the PostScript and Ohio Section Journal  
 

Hey, did you know that PostScript and Ohio Section Journal (OSJ) are archived on the 

website? You can go back and look at any edition simply by clicking:   

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html  

 
 

 
 

Want to Share your Club Newsletter With Others?  
 

We have a webpage where you can download and read all of the newsletters that I get from around the state and 

even other sections!  

 

Here’s the link to the page…. http://arrl-ohio.org/club_news/index.html  

 

Please, if you don’t see your club newsletter posted, it’s because I’m not receiving 

it. Just have your newsletter editor contact me and I’ll get your club’s newsletter 

listed on the site!!  

 

We all learn and steal (I mean, share) from each other’s work. So, get me your 

newsletter!!! Send it to: webmaster@arrl-ohio.org  

 

 
Chit – Chat, and All That! 
 

Do you know someone that’s not getting these Newsletters? Please, forward a copy of 

this Newsletter over to them and have them “Opt-In” to start receiving them.  Heck, 

just have them send an email to:   webmaster@arrl-ohio.org   and we’ll get them 

added to the Ohio Section Emailing list.  

 

 

We now have many thousands of readers receiving these newsletters weekly. Quite impressive, I’d say!  I urge 

all of you to make sure that everyone, regardless of whether they are a League member or not, get signed up to 

receive these weekly Newsletters.  

 

You can always “Opt-Out” at any time if you feel this is not what you were expecting. It’s 

fun and very informative.  All of your favorite past newsletters are now archived too.  

You can go back at any time and read them.  

 

mailto:swap@arrlohio.org
http://arrl-ohio.org/news/index.html
http://arrl-ohio.org/club_news/index.html
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
mailto:Opt-In
mailto:webmaster@arrl-ohio.org
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Just go to:  http://arrl-ohio.org/news/ 

 

The pictures on the front page and throughout this newsletter are from various newsletters, 

Facebook posts and/or were sent directly to me in recent weeks. Take a good look at them, you 

just might be in one of the pictures!  “SMILE…  you’re in the Ohio Section News!!”  

 

 
 
 

PostScript is produced as a weekly newsletter. I want to thank everyone that has contributed articles and ideas 

to make this an even better news source. I sincerely hope that you have enjoyed this edition and will encourage 

your friends to join with you in receiving the latest news and information about the Ohio Section, and news and 

events happening around the world!  

http://arrl-ohio.org/news/

